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PREFACE. 



SO lon^ a period has elapsed since Dn 
Nash and Mr. Green wrote their Histories of 
WorcesteVf that it is presumed an abridged 
description of this City, taken from those 
authors, might not be unacceptable to the 
public. How far this History of Worcester^ 
with those additions and corrections which 
time and investigation have enabled the. 
Editor to adapt, may be deemed worthy of 
patronage, is not for him to anticipate. He 
may, howeyer, be permitted to declare, that 
for a great part of the new matter in this yo-» 
lome^ he is indebted to those who have niade 
the study of Antiquities and Topography 
their occasional employment; and he regrets 
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he is not allowed to mention the names of 
those persons to whom he is obliged for 
valaable communications: — he is the more 
ready to acknowledge this assistance^ having 
sensibly felt the want of proper information 
from other sources. 

To the Rev. Dr. CoUinson, the Editor begs 
leave to return his respectful thanks for th« 
obliging manner in which he granted him a 
general admission to the Cathedral. 

Tyihing^ IS 19: 
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HISTORY 

OF 

WORCESTER. 

CHAPTER I. 
tfeogriapht/^Popuhaian^ and ancietii Siaie. 

JL HE city of Worcester is one of the most an- 
cient in England; there are but fire reckoned 
ftuperior to it in extent and population^. The 
principal part of it occupies the moBt elevated 

* I« Ibe Worcestet Journal for Jan. 23, 1752) we find tlial Worcester 
wu famoas for 

'* Cloves, bop-deaters, a v6ry godd Mayor, , 
With makers of stuffs and fine china ware." 
In tibe year 1763, the editor ot tliat paper ealogizes the inhabitants of this 
city in the following snmmarj ntanner :— >** But, indeed, Worcester has ever 
been remarkable for its polite amasements, and iu the entertaining com* 
pttay in the most agreteble genteel manner upon all occasions." This strain 
is coDtinned by an historian of Worcester^ who, in the year 1795, not to 
be behind band with his predecessors in panegyric, says, " the inhabitants 
of Worcester are extremely remarkable for' their politeness and hospita- 
lity to strangers, and indnstrions in their dificrent employments : tbejr 
•re seldom addicted to vices of an enormous nature, bnt in general are 
reckoned as good members of society as those in any part of Bngland." 
The editor of the present History of Worcefter begs leave also most fully 
to sulisoribe to the matter, if not to the manner of eomfflendation, of all 
those who have written before him. 

A 
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ground from the north to the south, to which it is 
open, risings gradually from the eastern part of the 
Severn: it is sheltei*^(l towards the E. and N.E. 
by Elmbury And Perry woods — ^the latter place fa- 
mous as the spot chosen by Cromwell for his pre- 
meditated attack on the city. The Severn, which 
flows rapidly^ soutjierly of the town, is accompanied 
by a stream of air highly beneficial to the salubrity 
of a crowded metropolis. Towards the N. W. are 
seen the Abberly and Woodbury hills ; — Crook- 
barrow, and many other eminences on ihe S. E. 
side, and the 3redon and Cotswold hills break 
through the horizon : between the S. W. appear the 
celebrated Malvern mountains, whose visitants are 
considered of much advantage to the trade and 
commerce of this plape. All these. eminences, sur- 
rounding Worcester, add much to the picturesque 
effect of its back ground, and they are also deemed 
advantageous to the salubrity of the city, by break- 
ing the current of the strong north-easterly winds 
which blow over it. 

The geographical situation of this city is 5S de- 
grees 18 minutes latitude ; its longitude west S de- 
grees 15 minutes. It is 111 miles W.N.W. of 
London, 29 N. of Gloucester, 30 E. by N. of Here- 
ford,, and 25 S. W. of Birmingham, and 4 miles in 
circumference. 

Population. 

Three several essays have been made towards 
an accurate enumeration of the inhabitants of this 



Digitized by 



Google 



eity and its suburbs; the first was made in 1563, 
5th Eliz. under Bishop Sandys, when the families 
in the eleven parishes, exclusive of the Cathedral 
precincts, amounted to 1025. In 1646, during the 
siege of Worcester, the inhabitants within the city 
were 7176 ; gentlemen in the garrison, soldiers, 
and trained bands, about 2007— total 9183. In the 
plan of the city, published by Mr. George Young, 
in 1779, he has stated the number of houses in the 
eity and suburbs to have been S449, and the num- 
ber of inhabitants 13,104. In that calculation, St. 
Clement'^ parish is stated to have hud, within the 
bounds of the city and suburbs, 141 bouses, and 
671 inhabitants ; each of these totals have varied in 
this parish more than in any other, from various 
circumstances^ insomuch, that in the year 1790, the 
number of houses increased to 199, and their inha- 
bitants to 1007. In 1796, the number of houses in 
the city and suburbs of Worcester, amounted to at 
least 2530, and their inhabitants to not less than 
13,550. 
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Thus, Id 1801, the females exceeded the males 
By 1481^ and in 1811, by. 1881 ; and the increase 
of inhabitants from the year 1801, to the year 1811, 
was S4S0. The number of' houses uninhabited 
in 1811 was. 64, and the number then building 
38: since which time a considerable, number of 
Louses have been built upon the extra-parochial 
lands Jn the Block-house fields, on the east side of 
Friar-street; in Lowesmere and in Lowesmere* 
dose,, which was then a meadow north of Lowe«h 
mere-street, and upon the line of the Worcester and 
Birmingham canal. Butth^se returns do. not in- 
clude the Tything, College, precincts, part of Sid- 
bury, LeechfStreet, &c. which join the city, though 
in the county; when these^ with St. John's, are 
takea iiito the account, the population of Worces« 
ter, not condned to. the city limits, may be pre- 
sunied to be upwards of '15,000.— Vide ffhrcestcr 
Papers. 

Worcester contains also about 14 regular streets, 
besides lanes, alleys, &c. Stc. 12 churches, include 
ing the cathedral, and S chapels, dedicated to the 
observance of the established religion; T Roman 
Catholic chapel, 1 Presbyterian meeting-house^. 
1 Quakers' meeting, 1 Anabaptist meetitig-house^ 
t chapel of the Independents or Methodists, and* 
t Lady Huntingdon's chapel ;— -12 charitable esta« . 
blishments, including schools^ 15 trading compa- 
nies, incorporated under that number, which in, fiict 
includes 27 trades, 2 prisons^ a guildhall and town 
f lerk's office^ a library, theatre, &c. &c. Leland^^ 
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m bis Itineran/j gives us an account of Worcester, 
as it appeared more than 250 years since :— 

^' The towne of Worcester, called in Welch 
CaerArgOy standeth on the left ripe of Severncy 
upon a ground somewhat condescending from the 
river. It is reasonably well wodded, and well 
maintained. In the wall be six gates ; the Bridge- 
gate on Seyerne,. hfiving a goodly square tewre 
over it ; a posterne-gate by St. Clem, church, hard 
by the north side of the bridge over Severne ; the 
Fore-gate, a fayre piece of worke, standing by 
north; Sudbury-gate, standing east in the way 
from Worcester to London ; St. Mjirtin's-gate ; 
TrlnUy-gate, this is but a posterne. The castle 
stood hard on the south part of the Cathedrall 
church almost on Severne. It is now cleane downe^ 
and half the base court, or area of it is now 
withiA the wall of the close oftheCathedrall church. 
The dungeon hill of the castle is a great thinge^, at 
this tyme overgrowen with brush wood. This castle 
fell to ruine soone after the conquest, and halfe the 
ground of it was given to the augmenting of the 
close of the priorye. There be divers fayre ^streetes 
in the towne well buildedwith tymbre ; but the 
fayrest and most celebrate street of the. towne 
is from the Bishop's palace*gate to the Fore-gate, 
along by north. There be two places in Wor- 
cester where the markets be commonly kept ; the 
one is a little within.St. Martin's-gate, the other is. 
a little within Fore-gate. The Cathedrall church 
standeth in the south syde^of the towne. There be^ 
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eight pariA chili^chefe ih' tfre 'tow^ne, whcJteof St» 
Helleii is counted the nio's'tkncienty and it iras a 
prebend' befoVe Kirig Edgar's 'flayes t6 the Cathe- 
drall tthiiVch'ofWorcesterj'and BloXh^ml, in Wor- 
cfestershirej was another. And I have hea'fd, that 
all the churches in Worcester, afore that King Ed- 
gar sette up ihbnkiss in tihe Cathedrall church, wer^ 
but chapelts to the Catliedi^ail chur(% kfore^ayd. 
The Blacke PriAr's house, of the foundation of 
fieauchampes, of Pbwicte, stood in the north part 
of the towne, hard hy'the wall within it; and thi&r 
ground is the highest plott in the towne, and hath 
a fayre pr6spect. There is a lay re suburbe be« 
yoiid the bridge oh Severne, and the inhabitHiites 
thereof much resort to St,' Clement's church, as 
pontem. The bridge is at royal piece of worke, 
high and stronge, and hath six great arches of 
«tone. There is a long feiyre suburbe by nolrth, 
without the Fore-gate, and at the north-east part 
and very ehd of it, is an ancient and iay re large 
chapell of St. Oswald; which first was erected for 
monkes, then infected, or should after be infected, 
with leprosie. After it was changed to an hospital, 
and their was a maister, fellowes, andpoore folkes; 
but of latter tymes it was turned to a free chapell, 
and beareth the 'name of St. Oswald, as a thinge 
dedicated of ould time to him : and here were wont 
corses to be buried in time of pestilence, as in a 
public cemetry for Worcester. This chapell yet 
«tandeth, and a iayre mansion-house by it, much 
repayred of late ty me by one Parker, Chancellour 
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to the Bishop of Woi^ester, but the lands be 
alienated and taken awaye. There was a place of 
nunnes at the very north syde of the cemetry of St. 
Oswald ; it was called Whilestan (Whitstaa); now. 
suppressed, the church cleane rased downe, and ^ 
farme place of the residew of the buildinges. There 
is a fayre suburbe without Sudbury-gate, and it 
was an hospitall, called StWolstan; some called 
it a Conunandery^) wh^r^ was a. maister, priestesy^ 
and poore men. Some saye that it was originally 
of the foundation of the qiieeiie. One Carter, a 
merchant of Worcester, gave, of late tymes, landes 
unto it, and therel^y renewed ^he ould foundation ; 
and in this almes were divers merchantmen of Wor- 
cester fiiUen in decaye, and also relieved. Mau- 
resine had suppressed this house, and now a clo- 
thier dwelleth in it. There is in this suburbe a 
chapell of St. Godwald. What this St.Godwald 
was, I coidd -not certainely learne. Some said he 
was a bishop* There is a suburbe without St. 
Martin's-gate; and hereaboutes, in^ lowe marish 
ground, was a place of Gr^y ^reres, of the founda- 
tion of the Earks of Warwike. There is a chapell 
of St. Ursula, a little by south, without the castle 
garth. The wealth of the towne of Worcestet- 
standeth most by drapering ; and no towne of Eng- 
land, at this present tyme, maketh so many clothes 
yearly as this towne doth.^^—lfwerar^, vol* iv« p. ii* 
p. 83.— //^arwcV ed. Ox. 1711. . 
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CHAPTER II. 

Etymology and Historical Occurrencet, 

CoNSTANTius CfSAR bas been assigned as tbe 
founder of Worcester, on tbe credit of John Ross, 
of Warwick, but whicb Constantius he alludes to, 
for there were several, is uncertain. There are 
writers who hesitate whether the rise of Worcester 
ought to be ascribed to the R-omans or the Saxons, 
by either of whom, about the year A.D. 584, the 
kingdom of Mercia was founded, and who reduced 
all the British settlements on the east of the Se- 
vern; these writers surmise that Worcester, and 
other places of strength, might be buijt and forti- 
fied by the Mercian princes for curbing the inde- 
pendent tribes of Britons, on the other side, and 
for repelling their frequent invasions. Worcester, 
whether it owed its origin to the Romans or not, 
was certainly of some note, and possessed by the 
Britons before the arrival of the Saxons. Ninnius 
has preserved the names of the cities mentioned by 
Bede in this island, in which the 14th city is Cair 
Ouorangon, and the 18th Cair Guricon. In the 
last name we may plainly discern the Uriconium 
of the Roi&ans, and may safely follow the old his* 
torians, Alfred of Beverely, &c. in admitting Guo- 
cangon to be Worcester, which to this day rataiiu 

B 
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that name in the British lang^uap^e. Worcester was 
anciently called Branonium, which the Welch cor- 
rupted into Wrangofij prefixing Caer, as was their 
method : — ^it signifies the city adfoniem aqua. The 
second part of the country of the Cornavii, now 
called. Worcestershire, was called by the Saxons 
Wire-ceastre-scyre, whose inhabitants, with others 
round about, were called in Bede's time, before 
England was divided into counties, Wiccii. Wire- 
cester must be a corruption of Wigora, or Wigra- 
cester, its name under the Conqueror and his sons, 
and Wigracester a contraction of Wic-wara-cester, 
the city of the men of Wiccia. The name of Wi- 
gornia occurs in Florence, of Worcester, who died 
above 60 years before Joseph, of Exeter, wrote. 
Mr, Camden gives the name a Saxon original, and 
derives it from the wiches, or briny wells, that, 
with little labour, yield salt the staple of this pro- 
vince from the earliest ages. He had reason to 
think, that such wells were anciently found in se- 
veral parts of Wiccia, and afterwards closed up, 
to prevent too great a consumption of wood, which 
was the only fuel for the furnaces of those times. 
The old Chartulary mentions many salt pits ; but 
the springs that were most famous, and have sur- 
vived the memory of all their rivals, were those 
near the river Salwarp, which gave both name and 
subsistence to a town that grew up on their margin ^ 
now distinguished by the name of Droit-wich. It 
does not appear that the Saxons ever dispossessed 
the Britons of Worcester ; but it was afterwardg 
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taken by Penda, King. of.Mercia, in 628. Th« 
great Alfred thought it expedient to govern the 
Mercians by a prince of their ancient nobility, 
DukeEtbeldred, to whom be bad given his daugh- 
ter Ethelfleda^ a very heroine, in marriage, and to 
this pair it appears^ Worcester ovi^ed many obliga- 
tions ; for, by a charter of their's, signed in King 
Alfred's reign, upon Bishop Waerfred's desire that 
the oity of Weogemaceastre might be improved 
and fortified, with bulwarks for the security of the 
inhabitants, they granted to the church minister 
there, with leave of Alfif^d and the nobility,, one 
half of the royal dues, or tolls, arising either from 
the martcet, or the street, reserving only the wain 
shilling, and the seam penny, entire to the King ; 
but ou^ of all his land rents, and the mulcts for 
fighting, theft, fraud, &c. and the other forfeitures 
that might accrue to the crown, they assigned a 
moiety to St. Peter's, church and see. In conse- 
quence of this grant, it is pre4sumed that the castle, 
the ancient seat of the Wiccian, Viceroys, was re- 
paired, and some fortresses erected round it^ of 
which only one has reached our time, namely, that 
known by the name of Edgar's tower : they also, 
about the year 894, rebuilt the city, which bad 
been ruined by the Danes, and for the grant to the 
bishop, and St. Peter, of half the dues that. belong- 
ed to the King, the Bishop ordered, that at morn- 
ing, evening, and undersong, should be said for 
them the psalm De Profundis as long as they liveJ, 
and; after their death; LaudateDeum; and ev^ry 
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Saturday, in St. Peter's churcli, SO psalms with 
masses. Ethelfleda survived the Duke seven years^ 
and died A. D. 919; 

Leaving, however, a wide field of coiyccture 
and doubt, of proofs demolished as soon as raised', 
we shall hasten to a period of which something like 
regular dates have been obtained, to furnish con- 
viction of reality. 

Lambarde, a celebrated antiquarian, who wrote 
Cotemporary with Mr. Camden ♦, makes this re* 
mark in his short account of the city : — " That he 
never met with a place that had so great experi* 
ence, in the calamities of the- intestine broils of the 
kingdom, and other casual disasters, as the city of 
Worcester.*^ If, as he hath observed, it then stood 
foremost in the list of misfortune, how much more so 
does it since that time^, in which a descdating pesti- 
lence^ the scourge of twa sieges, the terrors of a; 
fierce battle, and the ruin of a destructive plunder, 
to which it was on each occasion consequently aban- 
doned, were to be added to the catalogue of its 
tniseries. These have, indeed, confirmed its claim 
to a larger portion of the bitter draught of general 
aflliction^,. than has fallen^ tp the lot of any of the 
inland cities of the kingdom. 

These historians^ however, had they lived ta 
have seen the happy issue of these troubles, would 
have had to record, that this city rose in conse- 
quence and beauty from its awful visitations, and 

* Ctmdcn died 16?3k 
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becanre one of tBe most cdnsiderable in the map of' 
England. 

In the year 1041, May^4^, a tumult happened at 
Worcester in collecting a tax that was deemed ex- 
orbitant ; this was the tribute of Dane gilt moneys 
td repel the. Danes : Thurstane, and Feader, two 
of the huscarlcs, or domestic servants of King 
Hardicanutej attending as receiTers, the multitude 
rose upon them, when they endeavoured to shelter 
themselves in the tower, probaj^ly Edgar's, but in 
their flight thither were intercepted and slain. The 
King, highly incensed at this riot, sent a large 
body of forces to be executioners of his vengeance, 
who entered the city Nov. IS", without resistance^ 
the fnbabitants having prudently abandoned it, to 
fertiiy themselves in avi island of the Severn, called 
Severe-, within two mHes distance of it, towards the 
north ; where they determined either to purchase 
their freedom, oi* sell their lives in a brave defence. 
The rifting" of the city was a work of four days.. 
Avarice was at length glutted ; but cruelty not soj 
till the streets themselves were lit with flames. 
The vindictive army then marched, laden with its 
plunder, to the attack of the entrenchments at Be- 
Yere; but were there so warmly received, that, 
after several unsuccessfut assaults, the royal gene* 
rals Were obliged to grant an honourable capitula-- 
lion to the besieged, whoj returning to their city^ 
rebuilt it. 

*" In 1704, a conspiracy was formed against Wil- 
£am the Conqueror, by some noble Normans^ viz;. 
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Roger, ^^^ of' HeF«for<!» hi& Ia|rother*in*law, Ralf 
de Gauder, Earl of the East Angles, and other 
lords, who had; invited succours from Denmark, 
but, by the King's vigilance, ware hurried to take 
the field before those could arrive^ ; the junction of 
the forces of the conspirators was ' prevented by 
the activity of the King's friends in Worcestershire. 
Bishop Wulstan, Urso, the sheriff, and Agelwy, 
abbot of Evesham, assisted by Walter de Lacy, a 
powerful baron in Herefordshire, assembled a suf* 
fici^nt body of tropps for guarding the passes of the 
Severn, whereby the Earl of Hereford's inarch was 
stopped, his whole design frustrated, and' the re« 
bellion easily quash^, 

. 1.088. 1 Wm^ II. Bdjpnard de Neuraarche, Lord 
of Brecknoch, O^rn Fitz l$ichard» surname^ 
Scrope, Uoger de Lacy, Ralf de •j^or timer, and 
other potent barons of Shropshire* and Hereford*** 
shire, came with an. armed force, against Worces* 
ter, which had declared for the reigning King. 
Bishop Wulstan aet^d on this occasion the part of 
a worthy prelate and brave Englishman, by arming 
his tenants and animating the citizens; whose 
wives, children, and moveables were secured withia 
the walls of the castle, whither the bishop himsdf 
retired, and encouraged the garrison tgamostvi*^ 
gorous defence. The besiegers overrun the su* 
bucbs, and set them on fire; but, being more intent 
on plunder than conquest, they spread themsclvea 
over the adjacent country in quest of pillage ; the 
garrison seized the opportunity, madea^sally, came 
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up with the enemy as they were ravaging the bi- 
shop's lands at Wick, took or killed 500 men^ pilt 
the rest to flight, and freed the city from its 
blockade. 

HIS, June 19. The city of Worcester was con- 
sumed by fire ; even the buildings in the castle and 
cathedral not escaping. According to the Wor- 
cester annals one monk, and SO of the inhabitants^ 
perished in the flames. It was however, suspected^ 
fi*om its nearness to Wales, and from the people 
there at this time inclining to insurrection, that 
this fire was one of their first movements in their 
invading and laying waste the Englidi marches. 

123S, Nov. Great part of this city was again 
burnt down by a casual fire, and the cathedral 
much damaged. 

1 139, Nov. 7. The forces of the Empress Maude 
came from Gloucester and attacked the city. The 
inhabitants, before their arrival, being apprized of 
it, had deposited their goods in the cathedral. The 
clergy, in care fbr the safety of the church, and 
what was concealed in«it, assembled the choir, ivhd 
sung in form, -preceded by the relics of St. Oswald,- 
which were carried before them from one 'gate to 
the other, to terrify the besiegers, who attacked a 
strong fortress, said to be the castle hill, raised at 
this time on the south side of the city, but were 
repulsed. In their attack of the' north side, they 
gained admittance, and immediately set fire to 
it in several places ; a great part of it was con- 
sumed, and the whole rifled and plundered. The 
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imrrative of this attack, and the taking of the-city^ 
is given in a very descriptive and interesting man« 
ner by Florenc's continuator, who was an eye- 
witness to the transaction, and a monk of this 
church, whose daoger and distress he very feel- 
ingly describes. 

1 149. King Stephen took and burnt Worcester, 
and expelled the Lord of the city and castle, William 
de Beauchamp ; but the castle, against which he 
raised two strong forts, resisted all his attempts, 
having been rendered extremely strong* The re- 
mains of one of the forts, ,which was raised on Red 
hill, near Digly, are still to be seen ; the other 
was raised upon Henwicks hill, to command the 
Welch road from Ludlow : Eustace, his son, af- 
terwards invested the castle of Worcester, then in 
possession of €ount de Meulant, who was placed 
there by Stephen, but he met with such a vigorous 
■resistance, that notwithstanding two bastillions of 
timber, which he raised against it, called in those 
days malevicines, they were both destroyed, the 
castle. saved^ and he was compelled to desist, in 
revenge of which he set fire to Ihe city. 

1157. Worcester was fortified by Hugh Mor- 
timer against Henry II. but, on the approach of 
the royal fisrces to dispossess him, he submitted 
and was pardoned. 

1 175. The new tower at Worcester fell down,— - 
in what part of the city this was situate, we have 
no account. 

1189. Almost the whole of the city was destroyed 
bj fire. 
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190$. In th^ fourth night of the Easter veek, 
the cathedral, with its- adjacent offices, and a great' 
part of the city, were burnt, but the walls of the 
cathedral^ heirig of ^tone, were not thrown down. 

1216. When Lewis, eldest son of the- Ktflg 6f 
France, was invited to the English dirbne/by a 
confederacy of the barons, the leading men in Wor-'' 
cester declared for hiiri, and received William' 
MareshaU, son of the Earl 'of Fembroke, as gO'^' 
vcrnor of the city for the Dauphin. On St. Ke- 
ffeimn's 0ay, ftanulph, Edrl of Chester^ came up 
with a body bf iCittgfs troopb^ an^^'n^ettilg^ithi 
unexpected i^sistance on the north side of the city, • 
and the utmost resolution in Its defence^ detftched> 
a party to the sodtb^ which broke Into the ca^tloby 
surprise, and through it, into the town.-^ The new • 
governor hayitig Reasonably retired'^ ferewftrned^ • 
it is said, by his fktfaer, who^as a steady adherent' 
to King John, had the merit of establishing Hdnry» 
III« his successor, andgoverned a« Regent, dbHAg 
the minority of tjikt 'prince^ifonthis odoasion tlie* 
inhabitants were taken captives, oti theik* rani:^rt8, ^ 
and compelled by exquisite tortures to discover «* 
their treasures. • The soldiera of thegarrison, wlio 
had taken sanctuary in th^ catliedralj werefbrced' 
hence, the church and storehouses of the convent 
plundered, and a fine of SO0 marks imposed on the 
monks, for the payment of which, they were re^ 
-dnced to melt dowfk the embossments (of St. Wol- 
stan*s shrine : in'th6 samovear Kin<|' John was bu- 
riedhere. 
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, 1218. Bishop Silvester obtained the grant of a 
fair in honour of St. Wolstan, to be held four day» 
before the fea^t of St. Barnabas. 

1232. Near the end of this year the two smaller . 
towers were destroyed by a violent ^torm. 

1325. A great tournament was made at Wor- 
cester, for which Bishop Blois excommunicated all 
the persons concerned in it (both papal and regal 
decrees being very severe against tournaments^ on 
account of the fatal consequences of many of them )^ 

1263. Robert de Ferrers, Earl of Derby, Petfer. 
de Montfort, a0d Robert, son ofr^ifnon de Mont^ 
fort, Earl of Leicester, with other, barons of their 
confederacy, laid siege to the ^ty of Worcester^ 
and, after several assarts, took it Feb« 28. The 
church they spared, but rifled the houses, of the. 
citizens,, the Jewry especially, in whieh some of 
the Jews were put to the sword and others impri- 
soned. 

1264. Towards the end of the year King Henry* 
HI. was brought to Worcester, by Simon, Earl of 
Iieicester, then his k^per, into whose. hands he 
had fallen at the battle of Lewes. . 

1265. Prince Eklward, afterwa^rds King Edward 
I., who bad been taken prisoner by, Simon Mont- 
fort, was carried with the King, his &ther, to the 
castle of Hereford, from whence he fqunduiean^ tp. 
escape to Worcester by stratagem,. Here an army 
was speedily assembled, under his banners, which . 
enabled him shortly to defeat that of the Earl of 
Leicester, in the famous battle fought at Evesham, 
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on the 4th of August pf tliatiyear^. in Tvhich Mont- 
fort and seyeral ,pf his adheren/^ were slain. . By 
thk imporUnit victory, ^aiaed by the Prini^e,. the 
regal power of the kingdom, which had been Heady 
annihilated, W9|9jest0Eed9:andtbeqapitive Henry, 
who had b^ea plaped in the fror)t of the ba^ttle, 
clad in b, s^t of Xieicester's o^n aro^our, miracu- 
lously preserved, and ultimately.restored to his 
throne and kingdoip. ; 

1281, April 27. Godficey Gifford, Bishop of 
Worcester, laid tbe firstist^ne <9f the pavement of 
the town. 

1299« A street in the sul^iirb of Worcester, lead- 
ing toward St. John's, was ^entirely consumed by 
fire. . • . : 

13134 The f$torne bridge w&s built across the Se^ 
vern, as appears by tlie registry of the priory. The 
former bridge, was,, it is protofafe,. of-wood,:and 
liad been destroyed by the A'bove neDtioned eonfla* 
gration. 

1313, April IS. A plague broke out at Worces- 
ter, very fatal to tlie ilihabitants. 

1349. A pestiknee carried off so many of the 
citizens of Worcester, as to make it unsaie to ad- 
mit interments of those who died of it, in the ce- 
metry of the cathedra], on which account Bisliop 
Wulstan de Braansford granted the citizens leave 
to have a burying-place at St. Oswald's hospital. 

I40L Worcester was burnt and plundered by 
Owen Glendowr's troops, with their French auxi- 
liaries^ from whence Henry IV. drove them back 
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into Wales. Thfe Ring, in hU i^eiut-B, ' Iiatted in 
Worcester, where, oti the approach of wiiiter, he 
dfspisrsed his troops and privately made ^lig* ^tay to 
London. ' • 

1403. John of Lancaster, D»k^ i^f Bedford, 
Cons&table of Englan^^, had tyit office* granted' to 
him by letters patent, dated tit WorcefelcTr, Septe^ii- 
ber 10, 4 Henry iV. ! ' 

1471. The defeat of Queetv MAt^garet's fdVfefeg, 
in the battle of TeYi^kiesbury,'t6gethi$r with the 
iniurder of th^ Princ^y lier son, t^ised hfer indigna- 
tion and grief to the wildest transports ; afld, her 
imploring the vengeance of heaven on Edward, 
cauHed her to . be sMt to London^ in order to be 
tried by the Parliament for high treason. 

1484. A most violMt Hood df the Severn^ with 
such an inundation,, as to carr}' awdv m^n, women, 
and .children : it WHS call^ the Dake. of Bookings 
ham's water, because be lay with an army of Welcb, 
ready to march against Richard III. 

1485. The battle of Bosworth FiiBld ; then was 
the city of Worcester seized in King Henry Vllth'fe 
hands, and men were beheaded at the High Gross, 
and there were paid for the redemption of the city 
600 marks, whereof 300 went to the King, and SOO 
to the Duke of Bedford. 

. I486* The loyaltj' of Worcester to King Henry 
VIL was very near drawing upon it the severest 
calamities: Sir Humphry l^tafford and his bro- 
ther, and Lord Lovel, having escaped from the 
sanctuary at Colchester,- raised a rebetlion^ atid 
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wkiteLprdiLbv^l, ot tbe^ hswdydf 3 br 4000 meiv 
,ad¥aQi>eid tot^urprifee Yotky where the King was^ 
the. tw» Stafforda mahshed with what force they 
coold oolleek loilittack the city of Worceett^f ; Lo« 
Yel. mi)ioarfciied by his own cowardice; be deserted 
hisclMpp^ 9.«id'all his tfa(>usand^, upon the offer of 
the KU)$'9. pardon, m^e a surrender of their arms, 
aod diefer^ed. Tbe^e Ikiin^ reached the other 
body of,iA^][gents, at the time when thjsy. were il* 
lotting tp e^cU man the pp$t be sdiould undertake 
in the ^^sault upoa .Worcester. AM their measures 
were iastantly l^rqken ;•— Su? H. Stafford was.exe- 
cut^d at Tyburn. ) 

1554^ Septf. 15. A gr^at earthquake happened at 
Worcester. > , . . . 

135& A «ore new sickness raged in Worcesti^m 
shire^.thpught to have beien the sweating sickness. 

1637. lu the beginning of June, a most destruc- 
tive pestilence broke out in this city, and conti-. 
nued its ravages till April of the follpwing year^ 
during which time., it appears that 1551 fell sacri- 
fices to its dreadful effects. The island of Bever^ 
was again, on this afflicting occasion, n refuge to 
the unfortunate inhabitants, of Worcester. 

1642, The Siege of ffbrccjfer.— The loyalty of 
Worcester became an early object of the jealousy 
and displeasure of the puritan {)arliament ; about 
the middle of September, 1642, the inhabitants 
opened their gates to Sir John Biron, at the head 
of 300 cavaliers, whom they assisted in £l&rtifying 
the city agaiost the parliament ; he was joined by 
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liord Gbventry, bylBOiile4h>6p8.of hivBQ^ ind ex- 
pected fartbdr'sttpplies. of ae»<frD)n tiie^ Kisgis^he 
was not^ hiMBifeti wiSsekA'to remiln long inac- 
tive in bis post. CoL Fyhesy wiAb ftme of 1«00 
dragooners^ joiii^ bjr thetrainedUands ofiGlou- 
cegtershire^ and'abbdy of troops uiMeip Lotfd Sdy, 
from Okf&rd, laidtei«^ to W<tf center;" in &vour of 
the parllUnieflit^ and ^fi Ae report tbiit fi|[^ l^g, 
-ivith 1500 hbrse ki«d SdOO foot, wasA^>fyre&dkiiigto 
raise the siegey tie Earl' ©fEssdx, nt-the*b(^ad of an 
army of 14,000 laeii, had^et fetwards to prevent 
it. On We^nfesday, Sept. 31, Loi-dSay,^ Colonel 
Fynes, Captains Browne, Seaton, atrd^hackbouse^ 
came to the gate of thecityj when- liorid: Say, having 
formally demanded entrance, and being ns fbrtnally 
denied by I^rd^Covettf^y and Sir Wtn. Rafesell, 
gave orders to assault, aiid force ap^ss^'ge into it. 
Capt. Browne was the first to commence hostilities, 
by striking a hole through the gate with a pick- 
axe, and firing a miisfcet-shot into the town. This 
attack was immediately answered, by the gate be- 
ing thrown open by the cavaliers, who rushed out 
upon the assailants, and, in a skirmish, killing 
four or five of them, returned into the city, with- 
out being followed by any of the besiegers, who, 
it appears, were ill provided to effect any impor- 
tant service against it, not having a single piece of 
ordnance to support them. Prince Rupert, with 
his brother Maurice, and a considerable body of 
troops, having joined Sir John Biron, on Friday, 
(be SSd^ with 15 troops of hor^e; marched out of 
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Worcester into a o^reen meadow (Pitcteroft) on thif 
side of the city^ daring tbeir enemies to combat : 
the republican spirit b^ing roused to indignation, 
at this taunting display of heroism, d0t?rniined to 
risk an engagement, when the Prinice and his 
troops, perceiving a. large reinfoircement approach- 
ing to sustain tl»e enemy, was obliged, at about 
midnight, until which time the fight continued, to 
abandon the town, and escaping over l}ie bridge, 
took his rout towards Herefordshire. In. the first 
of these conflicts, Prince Maurice had one of his 
bands almost struck off, and was dangerously 
wounded in the head, with a poU^ixe; Commis- 
sary Wilmot was run through the bodj with a 
sword, by Col. Sandys, in a single rencontre ; the 
Lord John, brother to the Duke of Lennox, was 
very dangerously wounded; about SO gentlemen 
of the Prince's, party, and double their number of 
the common troopers, slain, and about 3P, others 
made prisoQers,, Qn the side of the Parliament^ 
Major Douglas* was slai^ ; Col. . Sandys narrowly 
escaped with his life, from having been dragged by 
his horse about the field, on falling, from bis ,sad* 
die ; 26 of their troopers, from the parliament ac- 
count, were killed ; but this action, and its conse- 
quences, were considered of such importance to 
the rebels, that public thanks were ordered to 
be given in all churches for the victory. The 
Earl of Essex arrived the same night, with his 
army, before the town, but thought it not prudent^ 
on suspicion of treachery, to enter it till the mor- 
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row, when the pai*lianient forces t^ok fijfll posses- 
sion of it, and all the horrors of a pillage followed. 
On Sunday, Sept. £5, ' the Parliament soldier s vi-* 
Biie'd the ^aithedral,' Whl9r4f, aflferevi^Ty Sbt^ of yuU 
gar abusef^ andHvanfon'destrucfioti that tould be 
efie(;ted oh its altar, Which Ihty piiltedtlo^n, and 
its vestments and furnHure, which thfey destroyed, 
the vaWit beneath it wks explored, arid a considera- 
ble treasure of stoi^6s afid prbvfeidn was discovered 
in it, supposed to have been sent thither from the 
collegians of Oxford, as a depot for the Use of the 
royalists, and consigned tb Dr. Win. Smith, one of 
the prebendaries, and Dr. Potter, then Dean of 
Worcester, both of whom had made their escape. 
The Mayor of Worcester, Edward ooley^ Esq. with 
Alderman Green of the same city,* were* tiaken 'into 
custody by order of the Lord-General,* and others 
elected in their room,^fbr having given up the 
town to the cavaliers, and were conveyed tinder a 
strong guard to London, where, on their arrival, 
Oct. 19, they were imprisoned. A waggon load 
of plate, containing 22001bs. weight, was sent with 
them, part of which belonged to the Mayor, and 
was intended for the use of the King. A gallows' 
was set up in the market-place of Wot^cester, by- 
Order of the Lord-General, to hang some of the 
townsmen who had betrayed Col. Fynes* troops to 
the Prince ; and a commission was appointed by 
parliament, authorising Sir Robert Harlow, and 
master Serjeant Wilde, to go down to Worcester 
to examine delinquents, and to secure the city.' 
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Tlier lord^gMeral, ad a primar; ^perajtion of pur 
mAsaentf pvt'^he city to th^ p^aasom of jg&OOO. 
fiboutAe middle of. October,. baviiig reypairad ^f 
iMi^oaiti^afi,. engagmg the f^itusens to lend jgMMV 
to the^ parli^uneot^ divided iiia Brmy^ which appw 
amotiiited to.aboutS4^00Q^n, into three bn^doi^ 
of abQtttSOCIAeacbi anddispatobiagthei^iadiflRireiit 
directions, to .oppose the Ktafl;'^ oiai^ch, . w^h waa 
i^eported to be intended for houikm$ ^ left Wor«* 
tester nt.l^ head of one pf Ibe bvi^eudeB VfmeM^ 
and marciied. 4ofiraF4i Shftewsbury, iti pafaoit o( 
the foireaheadiidlqf^ King ia person*. . 

l6iS^ Skge.. tfWar(x0ter.-^Th^ loyal fpirit. of 
Wiurcedter traiB iloty homelier^ fo be broken |0C 
subdued by the event of a signal.^efeat ; eo«eM»^ 
aicalfiofas Ucere kept open wiiblhfi royal party i <lhe 
laagitAracy iof ihecity were firm in tbeir attai^ent^ 
andyby aaerJei of reaaliitions, in their cdrpurala 
eapaeity, ithoy deteroiiiKd io support tibe royaA 
teuse^ rby koUing'tfae city to the Kia^g^a use^ a<id 
asBistiRgdiinirby •every rolter meom ia their . fMOwar* 
To tlnit end, at a ehantber meeting, OGtoher 9i„ 
164S, the election of Mr. Hacket, to tibe aiayoralty> 
was .get aside, he being fonnerly riected sheriff for 
this year ; ^nd, as the offices joiiitly were incouB^ 
patible, and- it being sa^^gektiad >in his Majesty's 
letter, that, sa'cohrideration: of the trcHtUes the« 
existing, it lirould ibe most ipraper that soofie able 
and expert man, who had borne 4bat office before^ 
should be elected, it was agreed and ordered, that 
Mr. Daniel Tyas (an apothecary, afterwards; knight* 

© 
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ed by tfr^ KrngJ should be sworn mayor, and tfcat 
Mr. Hacket should be sworn sheriff, in pursuance 
off his first; eletitibn, which was accordingly dohe^ 
Sir Wm. Riissell, who resided amoiig^them princi* 
palfy, Was presetited with the freedbm of the city, 
for his courage and good intentions. Additional 
ofdnande' was provided' for their defence, and 
levies of men, to work t>n the li^ftifications, and 
money to defray theexpences, aifd remitted tottio 
King; for his use, wel*e raised wiib ah aladrity that 
evinced their* earnestness in bis tMWe. Thus, pre-^ 
paring themselves for the ^vdrsij ^hey idlet the ap<» 
proaches of a second siege with 'a reB<iAiition< and 
firmliess, that reflects honour on their. loyalty, conn 
staney, and courage. 

1646, March S6. Sir Wm. Brereton, CoL Mor«« 
gan^ and Goi. Birch, with about 2300 foot and 
horse, ihced the city of Worcester, and atatm 
trumpeter with a summons^ demanding its surreii* 
der to the parlianient : at night, however,, they^ 
drew off to Droitwich, and some of them >vent to 
the siege <^ Litchfield. The King having escaped 
from Oxford in disguise, to Newark, a, letter froni 
the garrison of Worcester was sent to him, desiring 
his particular direction^. Meantime, iMay 16,- 
a letter from General Eairfiix, then at Heddington,* 
. near Oxford, to Governor Washington, requiring 
the surrender of the city, received the folio win|p- 
spirited answer :— 

*• Sir, . , 

. ♦• Jt 18 acknowledged by your books, and by report oftyoor 

own quarters, tbat the Ring i« in ^me of y oCir armies ; tbat 
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jfi«Dte<l, it may be cj^sy for yoa (o procure liis MmpsIv's GOdi- 
inands for thp disposal of ihis ^rrison ; till then 1 sball malce 
gbo<f the trust re |iosihI in me. As for conditions, if T' shall he 
liecessiiated, 1 sliall make the best I can; the worst I kn4i#, 
mvki iew dot ; if I bail, the profeciion of a snJdier had not been 
begiin^ Off «> long CdDtiiiued, by your EirceHency's Immhic 
servfAt, ... "Henry VVashisicton." , 

. May SS. Colonel Whalley, baving encatnped oa 
Rainbow,, or Wheeler VhiU, a 8ally of four horse 
£roiil the towh.alarioed the heeiegers, who drew out 
60 horse and 100 foot^ aadconfiiag within reach of 
ibei^uns of the city, 10 were lulled and tS wound- 
ed, without any loss to the garrison. Upon a rer 
▼tew takeo^ May S9, the total of soldiers in the 
garrison of Worcester, including officers, amount^ 
ed to 1507^ besides the gentlemen and the city 
bands. The force of the besiegers, after the reiur 
forcement had joined them from Ludlow, the castle 
of which bad surrendered on the S7th, was 8uj)t 
posed to be dOOO men. During this siege, n^any 
skirmiskes took place, with various success; among^ 
w.bicb^.tbe most remarkable was that which oc* 
eurred on 4he li^lh June, at St John's. The par- 
liament forces, consisting of 8 colours of foot, and 
200 horse, drew to St. John's, which they lined 
with musqtaetry, and quartered the rest of the foot 
behind the town, to block up the city on the west, 
side of the river. At 1 1 o'clock that n ight, a strong 
sally was made froiii the town upon their quarter^^ 
with 500 foot and SOO horse, with a view to dis-« 
lodge them, afid to burn that part called Cripple-i 
gpte, which hindered p sight of the town and 
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sfredt.' TKis AtfacK Wy Aade Villi suefc resoTui- 
MWf tliat, notivitlistandfng^ thq parliain^nt troops 
Iia.d^troiig}y barrkadedalHbaavenue), tbe ajisailr 
anffi^^sonle by bigbHrftj^a, and 0ili6rs by the back 
patttl of tbe b^uMs; i;hter«d' tbd pasfti^s and 
drove them out, tb^ugb some of tbem took refag'e 
in' tbe diureb. In4bh saJly^ 10ft of tbe patrHament 
forees ivere faclfed, 4inA 10 ^aken- pn^on^nr: thv^e 
h(A(mt9 and ^imi Atvm'vi^e als0 taken. Of tM 
royi^ifttiB, C&ipiain Cbapttan amd d giiithanen ¥^ere 
itiifod, and Id iVounAed. Wbilst tbese opmUion^ 
weiip> icarrying on^four e^ipresses bad been Ak^ 
patched to t&e King fr^m W^reester t^ k»6w bi# 
|])ea«um respecting iiy who ne^iler nitiirned« * Afe* 
nkale nfesdengef'Wira ft&i|t, but no ins^rubtioD'was 
obtajned. It wft^ n^' die iniddle of Jtly, and a 
want of diseipti.^ wa$ pr^rviillng aaio«^ lAie royal 
troops, and^^eft^ disorder pentadeA'di6 whole 
eiiy* ' Pfe'ovi^fain^ b^igiiii' to fiiti, and ammiinition 
was sofar exbamted, t&at the garrisoii &aid noif 
powder 16 eufitain an boor's eentest^ Miduld 4fbe 
town be gtormed/ No^reiiyforeement^ff^ftsop^bad 
arrived, or conldnow be hoped ftv fr^si&slikd King, 
either iKy strengthen the ganrisoil or to^a|ten»pt tiie 
raising of tbe siege : on the eontrary, Gen. Fair^ 
fex*s army, eonsisting of 10,000 foot and £000 
borse, being, on the surrender of Oxford, at li- 
berty' to act where o^Seasion might require, were 
daily expected in aid of the besiegers: these eom« 
blued ciroumstanees, and various other eonmdera* 
tioBsnot less important, induced tbe governor t^ 
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Iire«rkM to'iy V^eiti^dlWlk^ria«r<in9 iazAe to Kim 
toertter into a treaty witii Coll Whalley, for the 
surrender p^ the city. . ' ./ 

,. Meajatinif a,a. Qcd^r h%d he^n cwirauoicatied by 
the Kiskg i» bolh ItomsM^f Paflianeiit, dated New«* 
eastie^ JtfM''10lb) for the suf render of alltowDflv 
eastles, and 'forty, and to' disbiiid'all the forces in 
his service throughout the li;ingdoin. [ On the cre- 
dit of the printed copy of that order^ a treaty was 
^kccordinglj.opiened with CJqL Wballej ; hot it was 
s^oQjgl^ objected ttf by 06fcne| whaeontended^ thai 
^ their ^orderfi from the King* were to- hold out tiA 
they heartf froih his Itfajesty.'*' Much diyisioij 
arose amon|[^the^i)tIehieh who had been called to 
a council held at theBishop^s palace, in which the 
jivela^ vkikA o^ a iMipersfte MOderaler, wteAer 
tD> trmit ori>ot^^this question, after a long; and 
stiuraij MmMef'Mm at leilgth calmed, nnankBoiisly, 
m dift bffitibatiyd: About the lOlh July^ Major* 
Getnerai fiayvBftborough sooeeeded Cot. Whalley 
HI tibe coonnmiul of the besieging amy ; and, ac* 
cording to ' their own acocmii^s, baTing made his 
^ifrdaehes to neao^ the city as lo terrify theinlia- 
tdtaats, tb^,r ki a ktnd of mutinous manner, pressed 
the gbvernov to hasten the surrender* Thus criti- 
tally cfoovHstauced, faefek himself warranted to 
adUrees.the fhttowing letter:*^ 

To Migpr^Geiund Uminthimr&w^ tf&nimMHekr'itt'Ckief of thu 

i ' Fonei.before iMr<% of WntegHor. 
• '^ S«, ^ 

*' This ciiy was first summoQed by yovr Genenl (Fairfox) 
upoo promise ol honourable terms, and hath been since iu?ited 



- Digitized by 



Google 



to ft treaty by Col. W|pftt»yi,vla 9?*^*^»*%}>»i(l«IKMi Jwart 
atice of the rendition of (Xxford, anil cre^fnce of l^ifi J^fajesty'a 
printed letter,) we of this city offered propositions, with the re- 
servation, that if any demaods on our parts nrai«^ht seem tort 
liigh, or any denial' of yoar^s, to triJnch'tba'miic'b-iipoA oar ho- 
•nororif, neither iide aliouUI hb'ioii|l il^oft -Uwit 6k|t aenfte, nk 
not to sidmyit io b^ter r^asoii/ nhioh yrmk it^u^nally assentetl 
.unto. . On .this foot; ne left them* bein^^a^fiMJ red, upon th^ 
word and honpnr of your oommisaioners, we should receive an 
account of them within a few days ; if that resolution be al- 
tered, we shall desire to ha^e a clear and perirei<« answer, that 
the world may be the judge between us, upon wbohe icore tb« 
effusion of so miieb ii;lifOCffit Uooil^ shadlrett ; sioco, iii.oosi* 
formity:to \h JVIajeaty's command, ifedo notde^liii^ tboren- 
dering of this city upon honourable and ei|ual . conditions. So 
I remain, Sir, your humble servant, 
*\ Worcester f I6th Jufy, 1646, " IfENRY Washington." 

A parley eooiineiiced imnedintely, •a94:wa8'0arr 
ried on by the gentleiiieD who bad been chosen on 
each sid^ to conduct the treaty with Bkucb gallan- 
try and jtrudence^ and the lesuH pvoduced the art 
tides on which Worcester was snrrendered, and 
which .were sigpcKl by the Governor and Major* 
General Reyneaborottgb, 19th July^ 1646. Tkm 
last of the six articles of capitulation ati^ated, 
<^ that Sir William Russell, now nesideAt. within 
the city of Worcester, be exempted from any bene^ 
fit of these . articles," was str^Migljr i^pposed and 
protested against by most of the gentlemen of the 
city and garrison, who thought it extremely .dis^ 
honourable to deliTer up any gentleman who had 
so faithfully served his Majesty, into the hands of - 
his enemies ; alleg^ing, *^ it Wfis as much as con- 
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lientingitd kid mnrder * if te sltotild beptit to deaths 
and, as brie oJP tlie Prince^d commaiiders, that h^ 
ougM to have sdldier^s cdnditioits up6ii suri^nder; 
fts well as an3r'oh^%k^/'' ' BntSk Williatti hinnelf 
carried this Aiatter 'wttli a'|psi!lant and gentl^mlinly 
resolution, declaring, ^ he wotfld teta^^r lumself 
to General Reynesborou^h fdr their good;'* He 
modestly also refused the general intentioti of 
an intercession in his behalf tb Bir Thomas FaiffaXi^ 
The honour of tte nobleirten anfl g^ttehven'n^ 
not, however, to be ^tidfied without an elierfionf 
to ward off the danger that awaited this brtlve 
rojalist, and a letter 'was prepared Ujr them fbr thut 
ptirpose to General Fairfiix ; from whom, liefiire 
it had* iH^n sent off,' assurances were received, that 
Sir William liiissell should^ bb used like a gentle« 
man, and'*4hat'* Major-Geheral Reynesborough' 
should have him as his prisoner. According, hoW- 
ever, to the Perfect Diutfial, 164«, " The House, . 
upon some special informations^, ordered, that the 
lute Sishbp of Worcester, Sir WSlliam RuETsell, and 
the hte'Mayor bf Worcestei*, shall be sent for up 
into safe custody, to answer ^u^htliings as shall be 
against them objected.^* 'A portrait of Sir William 
Russell was in the' possession bf SirOhariesTrub-« 
shaw Witiiers, Knt. whose lady ^te a ^scemlant 
from Sir William. '.^ 

On Thursday, the 23d, the garrison of Worces- 
ter, with agreat number bf persons to whoni passes 
and protections were delivered, marched' out, anrf 
General Reynesbbtdiigh entered the city. On the 



Digitized by 



Google 



82 

bfxrrcnv ^eeonunanded a& 4jie dtis^iis tp jbring in 
their arms, upoii pain pf d^aA ; .<ani)i. on iji^.95th^ 
8^3^ tbe joumali^ty. ^ tliejr-b^fiatoiiLVffitQQr nen'ii 

pei^'CeBt of every iiian's ^e^tate; .tVe^ make b^ « 
delifi^^efit, and 8quc9ze jiim so, that ]ie caniiot re- 
coyer in an age., Tliug this ancient city was de« 
)ive0f)d lip inta the hands of the Parliament, being 
tl)ie^i^8t of cities, that, declared for the Crown^and 
tt^ .^st^vhichhisld in defence theiteoC Andthev 
%h^m marched onjt of Worcester 10 colon^s^ 8 
li^iltfinanttcoloaels^ 16 majors, 70 .captains,. 49 
]^ieiijteimi^ S4f' «prnet% 40 eifuiignsy on^ bishop, 
B^nydoc^ors^ paraons, vkars,, w^ cini|e8y---aa4 
ladiies! iftot a few. There were killed , of the royal* 
istR,.diiring^ die siege,: l.p^cerand.tS pri^te^;*^ 
S officers aiid }47 privates, of the p^rlifui^entary 
aripy. ; .:'':.<..•-. •.•;•,' 

. Jn ike jf ear 16$^ ,wa$ i^ SiftUe ^ ^oixresifr.^A. 
respite pf .5 years oi^ly^ ^om the hoi^ora of pivil. 
tommotiofi^' during. which interi;*^ the, death of 
Cj^arips L had taken pbce^ ike ^ity of Wmcqs-: 
ter,^-{Qr the third 'time within ^he space ef nine;^ 
years, iras again ^spene of slaiighter of fcindred^ 
siAge^ts, ina catt^etuQw arrived at its. last crisis,^ 
to which its citizi^i^f who had been subdued, but 
not conquered, still attadied a truly Rpivaii ^m^; 
ness/ofmipport.. - \ 

. On Friday morning, August S2, 163 1, King 
Cliarles II.. with his army from Stirling in Scot- 
lai^, Qommanded tender himby the Duk^.of Ha- . 
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toilton and Buckingliani, the Eariis of Lauderdale 
and Middleton, .David Lesley, Montgomery, Wil^ 
Mootf WeatwcM'th, a^nd other leading men of both 
nations, arrived at, and 'possessed themselves of 
Worcester, after a slight opposition from the par« 
liament forces, who were in pessession of it. The 
Common Council of the city had directed the gates, 
which the Soldiery had shut, to be thrown open to 
the King ai; his approach, or to burn them down : 
— tte ordei' was ol>eyed« At the entrance of the 
King into W<]^flesl!er, Thomas Lysons, Esq. then 
^ayor, carried the»sword before bis Majesty ; and 
on Saturday, the SSd, he was proclaimed, with 
gpeat solemnity. King of Great Britain, France, 
and Ireland, bi^ the mayor, the sheriffs, and the 
whole magistral of the city. On the same day he 
issued out a declaration, for summoning all the 
neighbouring nobility, gentry, and others, from 16 
years of age to 60, upon their allegiance, to ap« 
pear in their persons with horse and arms at Pitch* 
croft, near the city of Worcester, on Tuesday, the 
S6th of August, whiere his Majesty would be pre- 
sent himself. Upon which there appeared the fol- 
lowing loyal gentlemen : Francis Lord Talbot, with 
about 60 horse, Mr, Mervin Touchet, his Lieut.- 
Colonel, Sir John Packington, Sir Walter Blount« 
Sir Ralp Clare, Sir Rowlatid Berkeley, Sir John 
Winford, Mr. Sheldon, of Beoley, Mr. Wasburn, 
of Witchinford, with 40 horse, Mr. Hornyhold, of 
Blackmore Park, with 40 horse, three Mr. Blounts, 
two Mr. Walshes^ Mr. Francis Knottesford, Mr.. 
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Geo. Cliainbefs, With divers oiberii, ^o were>ho^ 
TMurcd.aiid e2K$ourag^d'1>y*hii8 Mftj^Bty^s presentee; 
NotWidistanduig whicli acee^sj' tjM iHitiiiier'of Ms 
army, >>ot!h Engiish and Scotcl^'^as coniieived hot 

' mtr<;h to «xee«id 19,099 i]feoi^--4ifamtlOi)OQOSo6te 
and about !%00 En$It^v-^nd<tii0&Q, toi>, ilot ew^ 
cellently arm^d nor pleotifally stbi^i with amnui^ 
nition. But thd King ^a« not ivittt<nYt hopes of as^ 
^ktftn€^ from other places^ parti^utar))^ Itom WaM ) 
but more espeoially &6m the' aieaV and? activity* of 
the Earl of Derb) , who had hrdugiit abo^f e. ^06 
foot and horse out of the Isle of lll%in into Lanea- 
shire, and by his int^re^t with sar^ral brave geip 
tlemen, soon increased his number 'to 1600 m^n^ 
with which he was hastening to MaiKheater to jfAn 
tvitb SOO morO) so that he was' in ^hopeful' way iof 
raising a considerable army. d«t' the firot news 

' the King heard, was of the defeat of the £arl of 
Derby, with the total destruction of sev.eral gallant 
gentleman that accompanied him*; who, meeting 
with Col. Lilbura, with three pegiments of foot 
and some horse out of Cheshire-, bad a sharp en* 
gageinient near Wigan, for about an hour, on the 
23th August. At length the Earl's new raised 
forces were, put to flight, and liimself being wound- 
ed in the moutb, narrowly escaped, and several 
persons of quality of his party werfe felain, as the 
Lord Withrington, Sir Thoitias Fildesly, CoK 
Trollop, Col. Galliard, with some others of good 
note. Among the prisoners were Sir Wm. Throjy- 
niorton, Sir Timothy Fethei^stonhaugh, Colonels 
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Bifint<ny, tjeg^," libbinsoHy defafd, and Major 
Ohest^, besvded other 6ffiteril ; -^GOpriTates irei'^ 
taken-, with all 'the arms aild'. ammunition, with 
ttte E&rfe'43cfol-g^ and GiarteV, with thfele cloakd 
wifh^tars: iTttbEkrl otDei^by aid Col. RbfefcaK 
rtrdk, aft^r tfiis oNrerthrow, by the assrstandeof twb 
g^ritlemeWjtrilh' great difficulty got to his M&jestjf 
at Wolrcester. Such was the gallantry of Lora 
Withrington ih tUk action, 'that h was repdrtfed by 
his enemies^ "that they were obliged to kill hini 
in their own de^nce, he Hat infg refused quarter at 
flieir handfr.'* 

The news of tbls def^t fexceedingTy afllfcted the 
King at Worcester, and Tei'y 'much abated tile 
hopes he had of a general rislh^ of the gentry in' 
his behalf; 'fiesides^ there wei^ some other acci- 
dents and obstdt^&tloRs' which administered nfatter 
df morttficatioR to his Majesty, as the division in 
the army, and psirticularly the restless ambition of 
the 0uke of Bnckingbsim, who, like his father, 
tineW not how to own any si^perior, or submit to' 
ahny manbtit hts King, 'jfti England he thought 
ridde sd pt^per to commatid the King's forces as 
Unlself,aHd]gkvehte -Majesty h^^^ trouble by' 

bis freqttcflft fogtling agkitt^t th6 ScotK, and urging;'' 
aihd'forclhgf liifi( own pronkotioh, which being justly* 
denied hiiM',' He absented himsielf firoltt court in 
grekV di^oht^iH^. The Scots w£re jealous and' dis- 
cblStented ' ai the ' English, and ' particiAarfy com- 
filttM€id df Mr; Cro'sfcy, atn eminent divine, who, 
ji^jM^Mng'Ufbte th^King in the cathedral, stiled' 
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l^t Majestj, in, all ^^au^es aofl'oyer all pei^ont; 
next under Qod, supreme head and ^overnon 
Nor was there,, any good understanding between 
the Scotch officer$ ; David Lesley, whoin the Duke 
of Buckingham endeavoured to undermine, ap^ 
p^ared dispirited and conro,unded, gave, and re^ 
voked bis orders, and sometimes contradicted them. 
He did not love Middleton, and was very Jealoua 
that all the officers, loved him too well; who was 
renlly an excellent oSicer, and kept up the spirits 
of the rest, who had but little esteem for Lesley. 
In this unhappj distemper was the court and the 
army, in a season when they were ready to be swaU 
lowed up by the power and multitude of the 
enemy, and when nothing was likely tp preserve 
them, but the most sincere unity in their prayers,. 
' and a joint concurrence in their cdunci^s, in both, 
pf which they were miserably divided. The King 
endeavoured to inspire them with all possible re- 
solution ; and their necessities obliged them to use 
alt diligence, in carrying on the fortifications at. 
Worcester, at and near: which place t)iey agreed; 
so.far as to make the.best defence .they could* Qn 
the other side, the Republicans, by their new le- 
v^es, had increased their forces to a; prodigious 
number,, ^v^^^c^?. according to their own accounts, 
amoui^ted to. above 60,000 men. . Cron|w^ll, who 
had suspected, after the former victory, that the 
King had a design of getting into England froiu^ 
Scotland, on the first favourable occasian,^ prepared; 
tofoilo\Y bim, lie accordingly began his m^rcti^. 
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from St Jobfistonesy to w,bi(aii;li» had laiii siege oik 
the Sd August i; and, on the SSth, appeared with 
an army of i7,000 men on Red-hilly a mile to the 
east of Woreeatci^ a iro^:;of 300 miles, and fixed 
bis head*jqu^vt^r;9 atr S!()etch)ey, at the house of 
Judge .Berkekjr.' .This, foroe,: added to those al-* 
ready arrived under GeuemU Fleetwood, Lambert, 
and Harrison, andLord Gf^by^ augmented by the 
Sussex and Bssen. fi>feeB that joined them on the 
Slst, underSin Xh9i«Mis H^niivood and Col, Cooke, 
formed an army of upwards of 30,000 raeU) chiefly, 
of cavalry. : The day of th^ Generars arrival was 
marked by the eommencement of hostilities. The 
quarters of the royal army then lay very large on 
the western side of the Severn, reaching nearly as 
fitr as Malvern hills. The first encoonter wa« at 
Upton bridge, seven miles from Worcester^ which 
the royalists had broken upon news of their com*, 
ing ; only one plank, through negligence or trea- 
chery, was left of it, over which Lambert passed 
some men^ whp, perceiving the Scots took the 
alarm, fled into a church. Whereppon M^jorr-Gen. 
Massey gave a oamisade to the. churpb;' but, in. 
the mean time, Laiqbert h^vjng p^^sedover asup-. 
ply of horse, fell upon ^he toj^k .of the royalist^,; 
and overpowering theffi^pirt lli^m to a retreat, 
whjch was supported by.Wis^asey, with great gal-, 
lantry, sonietiines .ii|ar^b}ngf.^Si w4 soinetiniea , 
fighting till he arrived at Wo^ce^ter; in whi«b. 
service he rhad h^s hOfser ^hiqfn (iiiider h>i, 40 ear- 
bines at lei^sti,be»S. rtwf '*aJt t^m, (tad r^iceived; 
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tned hiiiifor «t tiiiie wheh Ii^ Acil^itftitid (ndirstry 
i¥e^e^ most ^v^nted!. Atief thisth^ eneiiiiiaft (ti^p<tee^ 
#1i«iii6elve8 in a; ihaiin^ 'iskysi? 'tOftVeii(ent W 
^fe^gtli^n tiib town; to whitih ^t]dk;'Pli^tW6<^ hart «>' 
hig left ai suffibient fotnO to ^ure Utii pdss ' af tJj^^ 
ton, af>pfoacfe'e*irearert<tJ>the'diyi ^Ad^0i«6miir%M 
g^ve order» tbt tMk> bridged to W ttttid^^ ih<ft' one of 
boats ov^^tfte'S^vern^ litidfeir BuA4iHf, a Mite be- 
low thWeity, and theothei^o'V^tli^T^riie; A^le^ser 
river that fillh intotlie S«^ei<n; dikd' tMi^, for ih4 
b^fercfonjunction of tfte ariny.- OA the B9t% of 
August Gromwett appeared' with a ^r^t bo'djr of 
horto aiid' foot on Red^hillV hUt did nothki^. Iil> 
this^cO«ditiO«Wtehi^ Majesty at Woi*cfegter, hsLv-? 
ittg afctJut 10,000 Scots arid 8000 Bifg'Ksh' with hi in, 
and siirroundedwitfh an army three times more nu-^ 
inei^ous^ iwan illfortifiedfcity: yet^ on'theSOfhof 
Augiist^ his forces made a most gattant sally, and^ 
a great impression upon the enemy, which might- 
have tiad'extrabrdimki^effiects, had not fhe defsigti' 
been discoviei^ed : by the treachefry df otie* man. Iti 
^ lettet^ftora Spetcfhlcy; dalted St6t of Aagttst, it ii 
said that «hi^ Salter had been rdndc^d at^Mil^e^ by^ 
the villainyof '^meGViyes^ a tiaflor in Worce^ef^ 
wh<>Had bett*ay&d tlefr sig^ls to?th^^eA|y, whieh^ 
WB^'i W6atjn^theit shii^ts ove^' theitt atnibur t fef 
thiS'def Vitse lleYeceiv^d hi»r'Mfard^— lie was hafigM' 
the day folltfWin|f; ^ ^ ' ' ' 1 ...>. it 

Thursdttyi* Sept. 9,' Wfef^ m pirllfiAfeilfWtdd^ 
thatMFs; (tS^^es, whoee hasba^ Wad ex^&uted^by- 
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<tke B5in^(i»f>8Qo<»9 !«t Woroetter^ lEor ^hdng our 

fi«HreSCK)t.iii^ntMie>", luM^OMv per aanam.-^See 

The Kkigi, ill eounetl, ideiermttied on the foUow* 
ing nigiit toliavie'aia atettptiiyierTJeiir *with bis fiie'. 
To -tfiftt ^d A aelect party art hopse and Aai mis 
chosen, to ithe huoxber M IMO men, part..^ wbpm 
wene directed to ai!tack>af»astiabbat tit^ofnril^s out 
of the city, ffpardod iby sihaut :200 musqneteons :} 
and die other, to makci ^siAttatk oaiiihp enei»y'« 
caiQ]!) when .the fiobeme itm fr ustrate^ by th^ i^i^y 
chery ^f G vycis^ The parliiftflnQnt's mrn^ being ^pr 
prii^^d of th^ir^e£dgn9, defeased tbA» M-tho ^ut* 
po9t, kiljifig 11 of tbeM* i9ep» itr'bp w<«re found in 
the momifig d^ftd oa the.lMghwpvy. Of the other 
party^ ivbo gUlm^i^y xof^. u, fyU cl^rge on Col. 
Fairfi^x's TQgiipMNit;, th^ee 'Otf 'tbo privates were 
k}ll^d. Qne^ ^jioli^d be^n siMpp^iscid % the ene- 
my to ha^e, been a Aieutenn^t^okMad^ by hps dress, 
^^ coming; very. baldly up, laad leaping over a hedge^ 
rAsbod uppn a^tand of piic^Ay Md so loi^.liialife in 
a vapoar s"'^-*4(his offie^r was Mi^ Kaox. 

And B^^ fippeared the fatal day, the 3d of Sep- 
tember, on which, the year before, the Sioots re- 
ceived «adli a dj^feat from Cromwell nt Dunbar, as 
lof^ theia their l&iiigdom* In the Bieratng^ tlie 
King held ^ cpuncil of war upon the top of the 
College chiHt^h. steeple, the better to view the si- 
taation €if the eneniy ; from whence, perceiving a 
kind of skirmish at Powic bridge, he forthwith 
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eaminanded aU tlicir arms, and marebed ibitlier ia 
person, wliere lie gave orders for tbe^seouringof 
that pass, and opposing tkat atiho enetny over ih^ 
Severn. Soon after his retiiiti to the vtityf >the 
eneiny fiiriouslj attacked the Inridgei which was 
valiantly defended bya brigade of horse 9Hd foot, 
tinder Montgoniery and Key th : till the- former, be- 
ing dangerously wounded, and his aratnunitiou 
spent, was forced to retire disorderly into Wor* 
cester^*and the latter was taken prisoner by. the 
enemy^' This place w^n, it was immediately re* 
solved to. engage Cromwell himself, who lay at 
Perry wood, within a mile of the city. The first 
charge was given by the royalists, with so much 
ftiry, that GromwelPs invincible life guard was un- 
able to sustain the shock, but was compelled to 
give ground in some disorder ; and their cannon, 
also, were for some time in the hands of the royal- 
ists. The honour of this achievement appears to 
belong to the Duke of Hamilton's regiment, which, 
after passing a lane, the hedges of whkh were 
lined with two bodies of foot that greatly annoyed 
them, they made good the pass, routed a ti^oop of 
horse and foot stationed near the battery, and 
made themselves masters of the guns. His Ma- 
jesty himself led up the Highlanders, charging in 
person, in this battle, and with so much courage 
and gallantry, that Cromwell could not but ap- 
plaud his intrepid valour. The fight continued 
for the space of three or four houfs with great 
fierceness, during which the King had his horpe 
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iwiee shot a049irki9i> andx&Uiad.the in&ntry bioit 
self; till, by thesucc^giYe sup^ies of fre9h tro^^,. 
tbey ,were oj&Ffmrw^y jfti^l. in a flii^ii0#i:;}^t : ,for 
]^W:$itpplieaMriYing:fnor¥i the.othQr9i(le fktik^^r 

iogi tbe,par)iaiiieit arny, iVid:tib^ Ainin; \>o^y of fye 
ScQtiifh tiprae Hjrt covijngitiniely .ppiirpm tbe towi|i> 
to the King's ..aid, rji^rosusteiving t a^y^ry . uQe^^^l 
emfliet for a ^oi^idi^it^ble it»me, )%htipg;\i^tji: tjb^et. 
twtt «ndfl. off their mi«qju»M/.aft6r;««pciHii(i9,alA 
their .ammuQitlj^, <gii4 Igiym i«ve«y»prorf . of un- 
daunted. yaJAiir,4be»raySa}i9ts,irere j^blengdk.ov^-'^ 
powered. jShe rCroQUMrdlians had. a v^i^ty .^r., 
vantage, .not oaly infheiQg .mofd huiq^pous, ^Mt in* 
%Iitingxhoth.with hor^aiNdifoptag94i99tt|^ei)[!^ing's 
foot .ojily : rfor 4the(Sco^ hoi;90 ujyder Lfsl^y did 
lift.wajraperGmiitb^ur diiliy>;l»eing;UttlefJb6iter fh^ 
8pectator8;.inithe^battl6,;.tb#s f/tllyjmkiqg fp^i^ f 
eAiyQctar98,^ich/h«id )i)^e»n.in^de<!U> <Jt?eiJSj«g,-T-.. 
Thje;feiaaMid€ur..or$he abai^ xfi^Bl ^r^jfM'i^^ 
at length put to rflighty wwe .pursne4: into t;!^ ^itiT 
1]^vthJ^Tieti»r8:'lA^ICjng,vf49/OBo.of the last ija tj^.. 
fie]d>.and.ci9iiUhardfy )fe>p^fm4pi U^,p^t\iw ti^ 
day, TheKJipg..WMfi^f^d.^^^iiJt^ ,9M foot pV>, 
the. ef ty, apd ia thai Frjai:a-^r€;?t i ]k took a ; fre^h . . 
horse ; ai|d,.|ierc^i?ji|g .;9iai!0^rOf il^ fopt ,thrQW: . 
dojyn their arm* f^. 4e^«o i^ghlJPg, rfre .rjode jfp. 
and. 4QW4i,ani9jpg tfiein^ npn^^^i^QS .lyith hjs fe^tln , 
his. band, .^ntr^altjing I ilf^m, to . ^tand^ ^0;,|h^r ^iqw,: . 
aad.8^ltheii))ive6aadil^,a8th?y.9ou][d.: But^^ee- . 
ingJMa W«iWia§flffe|i$%iw^ 
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/ haS rAher y6u ihouM shoot me^ itian^lceep me tHin^ 
to see the sad effects of ihisfidalda^. 

Nevertheless 'the <Earl of Cleveland, Sir JameA 
HatDilton, Cols; Wogan, Oarlis, aitd Slaughter, 
Captains H6rnyhold, Gifikrd, Astley, and'Kemble^ 
Mr. ^eter Blount -and otheirs, rallied what force 
they could, atid^gaite a check to4he-«Miny as they 
. w^re enti^ring in at Sidbury-^te, aitd valiantly 
disputed that- ^trecft with ^heih ; which action' 
proved of mighty impdrtatice tor securing th4 
King's flight opt at 'St. Martin'd-gate, the Fore^ 
gate being mured up, at about -sixcD^-elock in 4be 
evening,*with^hi8 main body of hcnfse^ who had ehe, 
))een in danger of being 4aken inthe towat ^^ for/ 
at Sidbury-gate;" says the author of 'Boscobel^^^ I'* 
know not whether by accident or on purpose, ar' 
cart laden with aniniumtioti was orerthrqwnamt' 
lay across the passage, one of the oxen- that dretf^ 
itbeing there killed ; so that his Majesty could qot^ 
ride into the town,'btttw^s forced -lo'^disinounfaniii 
come in on footi" Another 'acoeilcit stated 4liat, 
<^ in' fiict, 'the King wotild edrtaitil^ thave been ' 
taken by Crom well's oavakyy ^ho we#e •eloise at his 
h^els, had not one* of 'the inhabitants drawn a load ' 
of hay into the gateway^~whkbbk>cbeii'Up th^ piis- 
sage, so that rto horse c<Mlld enter* TJie King was ' 
obliged to dismount,* ahderee^ng under the hav, 
entered the city'on'4bot. A cry being-made' to r^ ^ 
mount the King, Mr. Wm.'Bagnall, a loyal gen- • 
tleinan, who^then lived in 4Sidbuf y, tamed out hia • 
horse ^eady$%iddled : upon this hM^ his 'Majesty* 
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(ttft^ tbe &i6 of thefbafUehad been decided) v. 
napedfrom Worcester;'* This anecdote wad trans- 
mitted bj Dr. Nafth,. froiii the-. papers of Bishop 
Thomas, whose eldest daughter was married to a 
8bftio£ lir; Bagiiail« The King- had. also another 
eteipe::— -at oM'time the enemy poured into the 
town, wheni his; Majesty,, not unniindfijtl of hi3 un- 
happy condition,* sought meaaa. of safety by mak* 
ing his escape with Lord Wilmot^ tbebaek way of 
th^ house where be was quartered,. narrowly a.¥oidf- 
ing the close pursuit of CoL Cobhet, who entered 
tbe foreway of the house, at the same time, in 
ipiest of him. The houae, at the corner of the 
north end of New-street, on its east side, is said 
to haicebeen the King'a quttfters whilst at Wor- 
cester. 

^ The tradition,'' says Mn Gr^n, << is handed 
down in strong and direct terms by the oldest in- 
habitants of the city, and by the relatives of the 
proprietors and possessors of the- house at that 
time^ whose^ names were Durant. The room in 
which the King: slept fiices the Corn liiarket ; over 
the entrance of the house is this inscription : 
— -^ Love God [w. b. 1577. a. n.] hoii;or tub 

It i» the largest of the old houses in the city» 
Mr. Cookjsey has, however, stated strong evidence 
also, that the King^s ^< secret quarters"^ were at 
the White Ladies. '' But unless^'* cootiAues Mr. 
Qreen, '^ we allow thajt he had both public and 
private quarters^ the one within^ the other with-v 
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out tiief Valls, we call hardly suppose Ke vmAd 
hav6 takcm up hi^ residence at such a dfelanee 
ironi the tdwn; in whicli his presenco was eretfy 
moment reqairedl'* ' 

This house had now lost all appeamnee of ite 
foi^er structure. It came into the bands of tba 
Edmunds^s, of Worcester, about 60 years ago^ 
wh^n, abouttheye^ 1800, circnnistances rendering 
it iie<^e8^iiry; it^uhder^rent a general repair, and, of 
Cour^cf; asisn'riiM qtAtk a diflbreat appearance. We 
tegret y^ are* ndt abte to lay so in^resting a do- 
eumetlt as^tsel^fvbtion before 'bur readers^ througit 
' the Meditfiti of Wn efig^iiving ; ' biut Mr. Ross; W|l» 
c^ce^mftde" a>d«t>^i)gf *(lf the !>itiIding,^for a g^iitlif- 
mati Bbrhevfh^^ iti' Irdanfd^* has miday^d' th<e 
sketch of it, which he retained in his posse^io^, 
' l^U cetebVated ' hbuie ext^Aded as far aS the end 
of the pr^^ent tax-diRce, and th^ inscription' uU 
llided to,' ' with the other ornaments, ate in th^ 
pdsse^sion of Af r. Edmhiids ; the former is in a sin- 
gular kiiid of letter, iri relief]! upon a thick oak 
bdaVd, pointed 'blkct. But to reilirw-i— " 

Before his Majesty was'come to BkrbcfrnVbridgei 
abiut^ half a mile but of Wbrtestcfri he made s&i 
veral stands, faced about, and desired the Duke of 
BlidiingKam, Lord Wilmot, and others of his com- 
ihanders, that they might rally and try the fortune 
of war* oiTce more: but, at' the bridge, a serious 
consultation YJras held, and then perceiving many 
of the troopers to throw off'their arms' and shift for 
themselves, they were all of opinion, that the day 
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was imcovtnhlj lost, ^td ^that their onlj- remaiB'- 
img work wai: to save the King. 

As soon as GromweQ, who was the first to land 
OS the west side of the Severn, had made his way 
through Sidbury-gate, while sbme of his forces 
were fttriously killing and slaying nil thdt were in 
the streets, he hastened with some regiments to 
the Fort Royal, coinmftnfded by Col. Dfttnfimond^ 
where he met with sharp opposidoifi, and the loss 
of 900 men; btft; at l^rigth reducing it by a' sot- 
perior force, he^, without mercy, piit alt'the' chk 
fendants to tlrfe sword, to the number of 1500 men. 
ilt the stttoe time, ther^ wak seen thef most dismai 
spectacle that (^uld^ be' be/IMd' or conceived: the* 
strefets^all strewed with^ dircaides^ the houses broken 
open and pillaged, and tW whole city filled with 
the ildiseof the insolent victors, and piteous cries 
6f tfac^ Vretchefd inhabitants; of both sexes and all 
ages'; till, having satiated their cruelties and ra^ 
pacioiis' desires, or rather tired themselves with 
Varbarotis executions and unheard of inhumanities^ 
they began to think of securing their prisoners. — 
The last' stand made by the royalists was at the 
Town-hall, but here again they werie unsuccessful. 
In this' dispute, Mr. Coningsby Colles and several 
dthers were killed; Sir James Hamilton and Captl 
Kemble dangerously wounded ;— in addition to 
those slain in the course of the battle, namely, 
Capt. Wm. Erwyne, Major Knox, Sir John Dou- 
glas, &c. &c. /there were killed in all about 4000, 
among whom was Duke Hamilton; his horse was 



Digitized by 



Google 



«&»t under binA^ and^himself bemg taiienprr*^ 
soner, died sooa after of his woululs^Md the 95{h 
yeac c^his age :«-*at thepoint ofdieath he cancelled 
all his iailings, by expressing^ with satisfacAioA, 
that he had the honor tO' sacrifice hisUfe^in^ the 
.King^s service^ and so wipe out the^memorjiofrlua- 
former transgressions.. The chief prisoners- were^ 
the Earls of Derby and La^iderdale, taken input- 
suit by CoLLilburn; the Earls of Glevelasd audi 
Shrewsbury, Lord Wentworth, and pthers^ tatea 
also in flight; as w^s Majpr*geneKal Masdey, wha 
having reached Leicestershire, aad unable to^pro* 
ceed further from the badness o# his wounds, siic^ 
rendered himself prisoner to the* Countess of Stam«^ 
ford,, who. caused hi» wound» to be- carefully 
dressed^ and sending information to Parliament q£' 
the oecurrenee^ he was ordered up to London, and 
sent to the Tower to await his trial ; Lieutenant-^ 
generals David Lesley and Middie(oD ; Sir Alex- 
ander Forbes,, commander of the Fort; Royal, was 
shot through bothi the calves of his legs,, lay in 
Ferry«wood all night, and was next day brought 
prisoner to* Worcester ; Robert Earl of Camworth,. 
Alexander Earl of KeUy, John Lord St. Clare^ 
Lord Grandison, Sir John. Pakington, Major-gene^ 
rals Montgomery andPiscotty, Colonel Keyth, Mr^ 
iK^icfaard Fanshawe, afterwards the- great favorite 
of Cromwell, the King*s secretary, the general of 
the ordnance, adjutant-general of foot, marshal 
general, 6 colonels of horse, 13 of foot, 9 lieut.-K:ols. 
of borse^ 8 of foot, 6 majprs of horse,. 13 of foot. 
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Si dkfitains «f liorse, 7fl «f foot, witb^grtet liiiin»> 
ber^ inferior ^c^rs, were tildo' taken prisoners; 
]^ colottl*s^,'therKing^'s standard, Us collar brS;S^ 
his €oa<!h tfnid Inmes, ^nd #tlief things eff great 
v$lae : tbe atljoynt of prfeoyieits tak^n in the bat« 
tie and in' the city ii^re «bout/7009. ' 7be King^ 
havihg'esoaped the di^gieM «if the fieM andtlte 
snaMsoftreatBc^jty, Wa9 condQcted«fl*oin Worces^^ 
tor 4e SosteobeV inhere he was hospitably enter* 
tainred, 'and' <carefally denoealed from 'the keen 
Iwnterd of royal hlood, b^ Mr. Richurd £endriU, 
anrf from thence safely conveyed ^n his iicayito 
F'faBce* '.' r ' 

^)iarle9 the Second took np' his ;4ibode: at Mi^ 
Wyndham'^y iBo^dbel \ dunhg his continuance 
thertft he was iM sometime concealed in* the^ boughf^ . 
of E' large baky in Boscobel«w6od^ AtMn. whsnoer it 
aei)6}rodtbe dignified appeUaiie» of IheApyalQak. . 
At the ' time when< this singular > occurrence j took 
place, this 4ak was in its ikdlesl growth, And. its 
boughs ^iichMSOfneved with ivy. /The oufiosityof 
traveUers^lmd nearly cut ita ti^aak in two^ whan 
Basil- Fitzhefimrt, Esq^ fenced ita remains. .couod 
with a handsome ' bf iek wall j .and^placed a smitaUa 
inscriplion^overits gate, in gold letters, .which re*, 
mained till IZSit^ .when the- stone was bTk>keii^«od: 
the wall thrown down. On the King's restoration, 
he graciously ' rewarded Mr. Pendrill for his ser- 
vices, confirming to him and his heirs, perpetuallj^, ' 
an .annuity lof 100/. per annum. ^^ There were 
«ix brothers of the PendriUs, whaall«f thea»luiew 
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tite.socret fitmf cpnoealmeDt mA4kg^i»A;jKQAyn» 
1 bavQ since learned frooi^one, of tJiimi^ ]tbe man jn 
vho9e house 1 lAbpgp^My dotbos^ cftpiel^ one i»€ 
them^al^ut two days 4Ate>i;ai)bda4l^d)Uai>irliei^'I 
was, toM]amtI|at4h^y 4iiigli(l>fet )D9(K. i if tli«y 
ifoaM tetl, because 'tbeceiiras that> swi Iftid.nfKm 
my I head ; 2 bat ibis iP^^U ;w«8 ^sO l^ois^st^ rittot 
though lie. at that time .knew, wherel inas^ be biide 
him' to hayje a care what he iijA; fqr thaty J beioig. 
gone out of , all reach, if tbey should Jiow.discoj¥/^r. 
I, had ever beea thene, they would get notbiugr but 
hang^ for theirpaiua.V.^rj{ife.anvaccdoat oi bis 
Majesty's escape from Worcester, dictated to^tMf • 
Fepys by theKiu^ htnisel&--*P9^ WjS.«Gm6ri4g)p. 

ffiL descendant ^ithePendfilK I9f th^^uaiae of 
Jobu^w nowtliriug in^.WoiroQster : bi9 pretepsi^na 
to the iaheFitance'ofitbe^rojr^l grajpt hf^w Jbe^n ap* 
proved by many ,wbo i baV^e fifiiquirsd.ifttp:and,ei9^- 
nined them, bjttl;>itiappfaFS be^ido^not v^coiverj^uy 
o£this.l»wald/^«H-«4G!rem'« Wprec9teri:il796. 

dn sum, never. waAa.gceaieejPoutifai(l4iqpoii9\on . 
than after the battle of Woro^^stev ; AOterwasA 
moreoffectual > suppi^sssion of- the.tKi^^'s >frtf udd^ 
8adiiever.attdi.aii^axtinction.<»fihisoQme» nTb^ac^**. 
fere Cromwell, in Jiis letter to the Harliamrat, tfUs^ . 

• On Piiday, 0eo. t6, 17^, war manriad A tt^S C«1|«jtiat9 Avff/b, t 

to the relict of tbe late Mr. Shaw, and b desc^i^dfuit of the faipiljr 6f tlie ' 
Pendriila, who preserved- tlie life of Charlea itl «nd ^fit w)aeli <he uolm' • 
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thoughts; and Immediately after intimates that it 
was a crowning mercy. But others accounted it 
an infernal judgment ; concerning which we have 
a strange story in the last part of the Hhiory of In* 
dependency^ which the author says he received, from 
9. person of quality:—" It was believed, not with- 
out some good cause, that Cromwell, the same 
morning that he had defeated the King's ai^my at 
Worcester, had conference person^y with the 
devil, with whom he made a contract, that to have 
his will then, and in all things else for seven years 
from that day, be should, at the expiration of the 
said seven years, have him at his command, to do 
at his pleasure both with his soul and body." 
This is also related in other printed books. " But 
we have received," says Mr. Echard, " a more 
full account, never yet published, which is here in- 
serted, as a thing mpi*e wonderful than probable^ 
and therefore more for the diverision than satisfac- 
tion of the reader. It is a relation or narrative of 
avaliant officer, called Lindsey, an intimate friend of 
Cromwell's, the first Captain of his regiment, and 
therefore commonly called Col. Lindsey, which is to 
this effect : — On the 3d of September in the 
morning, Cromwell took this officer to a wood side, 
not far from the army, and bid him alight and 
follow him into that wood, and to take particular 
notice of what he saw and heard. After they had 
both alighted and secured their horses, and walked 
some small way into the wood, Lindsey began to 
turn pale, and to be seized with horror from some 
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unknown cause ; upoin which Cromwell aslced liim 
how he did ? or how he fell himself? He answer- 
ed, that he was in such a trembling and consterna- 
tion, that he never felt the like in all the conflicts 
and battles he had been engaged in ; but whether 
it proceeded from the glbomineds of the place, or 
the tempetament of his "bbdy, he knew not.— 
" How now ?" said Cromwell, " what, troubled 
with vapours I conie forvvards, man!" Thejr had 
not gone above twenty yards, before Lindsej on a 
sudden stood still, and cried Out, «^ By all that's 
good, he was seized with such an nnacconntable 
terror and astonishment, that it was impossible for 
hin^ to sdr one step farther." Upon which Crom- 
well called hfim faint hearted fool, and bid him 
stand there and observe, or be Witness : and then 
advancing to some distance from him, he met with 
^ grave elderly man with a roll of parchment in his 
hand, who delivered it to Cromwell, who eagerly 
perused it. Lindsey, a little recovered from his 
sfcar, heard several loud words between them ; par- 
ticularly Cromwell said, *^This is but for seven 
years ; I was to have had it for one-and-twenty, 
and it must and shall be so." The other told him 
positively, it could not be for above seven ; upon 
which Cromwell cried with great fierceness, "It 
should, however, be for fourteen years :" but the 
other peremptorily declared, it could not possibly 
be for any longer time ; and if he would not take 
it so, there were others who would accept of it. 
Upon which Cromwell at last took the parchment, 
and returning to Lindsey, with great joy in his 
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countenance^ he cried) ^^ Now^ LincUej) the battle 
is our own ; I long to be engaged." Returning out 
of the wood, thej rode to the army, Cromwell with 
a resolution to engage as soon as possibly, and the 
other with a design of leaving the army as soon. 

*^ After the first charge Lindsey deserted his post^ 
and rode away with all ^possible speed, day and 
night, until he came into the county of Norfolk, to 
the house of an intimate friend, one^ Mr. Thorow- 
gpod, minister of the parish of 

'^ Cromwell, as soon as he missed him, sent all 
ways after him, with a promise of great reward to 
any that should bring him, alive or dead.-^Thus 
far the narrative of Lindsey himself; but some- 
thing further is to be remembered to complete and 
confirm the story. 

^* When Mr. Thorowgood saw his friend Liadsey 
come into the yard, his horse and himself just 
tired, in, a sort of maze, said, ^^ How now, Co*^ 
lonel ? we hear there is like to be a battle shortly : 
what, fled froni your colours ?"-^^^ A battle," says 
the other, " yes, tliere has been a battle, and I am 
sure the King is beaten : but if ever I strike a* 
stroke for Cromwell again, may I perish eternally : 
for I am sure he has made a league with, the devil, 
and the devil will have him in due time.'' Then 
desiring his protection from Cromwell's inquisi- 
tors, he went in and related to hip the whole 
story, and all the circumstances, concluding with 
these remarkable words : — '^ that Cromwell would 
certainly die that day seven years that the battle 
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was fought." The strangeness of the relation 
caused Mr. Thorowgood to. order his son John, 
then about twelve years of age, to write it in full 
length in his Common-place Book, and to take it 
from LimJsey's own mouth. This Common-place 
Book, and likewise the same story written in other 
books, I am assured is still preserved in the family 
of the Thorowgoods : but how far Lindsey is to be 
"believed, anc^how far the story is to be accounted 
incredible, is left to the reader's faith and judg- 
ment, and not to any determination of our own." 

Thus far Mr. Echard, on this curious tale, 
the probable ingenious contrivance of Lindsey 
to excuse his cowardice, or to covier his disgust 
at Cromwell's actions. At any rate, it is a curious 
document of the credulity of the times in which 
the farce was acted :— nor have we so much the 
advantage of our forefathers in the belief of the in- 
terference of diabolical agents as we seem willing 
to imagine. 

If Cromwell had interviews with his Satanic Ma- 
jesty, Bonaparte had also his Red Man; and, if 
Mr. Green had lived when this latter prodigy made 
it& appearance, he would have withheld the remark 
on honest Echard's credulity, who, it may be seen 
in his work, no more believed in the reality of the 
tale inserted, than we do in the existence of the 
Red Agent of Napoleon. Cromwell's decease, 
however, did take place on that day seven years, 
as predicted, the battle of Worcester being fought 
September 3, 1651, and the Protector resigned his 
life September 3, 1658. 
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In Leeche's Diurnal of the Proceedings of the 
Army^ the first account of this victory received by 
the parliament, is given in a letter written by 
Cromwell, dated Sept. 4, 1651, in which he states 
the royal array to have been about 16,000 men ; 
that the battle was long and very near at hand, 
often at push of pike, and that bis own loss did not 
exceed 200 men. And in another, written by Col. 
Robert Stapylton, dated Sept. 3, in which he says, 
*' this day hath been a very glorious day : this day 
twelvemonths was glorious at Dunbar : the word 
was then, the Lord of Hosts , and so it was now. 
The same signal we had now as then, which was, 
to have no white about us.^* And Cromwell finishes 
his letter to Lenthall in the following words : — 
^^ Indeed this hath been a very glorious mercy, and 
as stiff a contest for four or five hours, as ever I 
have seen : both your old forces, an4 those new 
raised, have behaved themselves with very great 
courage, and he that made them come out, made 
them willing to fight for you. The Lord God Al« 
mighty frame our hearts to reall thankfuUnesse, for 
this which is alone his doing. I hope I shall, 
within a day or two, give you a more perfect ac- 
count :— in the mean time, 1 hope you will pardon, 
Sir, your most humble servant, 

" O. Cromwell." 

An act of parliament was brought into the House, 
to appoint an annual observation of the 3d of Sep» 
tember, in commemoration of this wonderful mercy. 

In the accounts received from Worcester, Sept. 6, 
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tbings were there in great coafusion^ Lonfs,. 
kaights, and gentlemen were then plucking out of 
holes, by the soldiers : the common prisoners they 
were driving into the Cathedral, and what with 
the dead bodies of men^ and the dead horses of the 
enemy, filling the streets, there was such nastiness 
that a man could hardly abide in the town : yet 
the Lord-general had his quarters in Worcester,, 
the walls^ whereof he hath ordered to be pulled 
down to the ground, and the dykes filled up. 

The prisoners of rank taken at Worcester, in the 
custody of the Marshal-general, were severally 
disposed of to await their fate. In the Tower, the 
Earls of Cleveland, Rothes, Kelly, and Corneway ; 
the Lords Sinclair, Spany, and Grandispn ; Major- 
generals Massey, Piscotty, and Deal.— -At Windsqr 
Castle, Major-general James White, Lieptenant- 
general James Wemys, Cols. Sir George and Sir 
Wm. Keith, Sir Thomas Thompson, with other 
general officers and colonels ; and in various parts 
of Westminster, at the Artillery Ground, and 
Chelsea, nearly 500 othei;s of inferior rank, with. 
many at Hicks's Hall. 

The following cant is in the true spirit of the 
times : — Mr. Peters, a Puritan preacher, after th^ 
fight, and when there was an opportunity to draw 
the militia regiments together, gave them Five Ob- 
servations to meditate upon as they went home*. 

" 1. To think better of God than ever they had 
done, and go home with their faces skinwgy hav- 
ing spoken with him on the Mount. 
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"2. Totliink aright of our army, whom Aey 
saw so willing to do tbeir work. 

" 3. To study themselves, as unworthy and un« 
likely to be preserved, and yet made the monu* 
ments of merey; not to go home boasting, but 
humble and wondering. 

" 4, To mind the enemy, wht) was \ety strong 
and cruel. 

" 5. To think well of the present gc^ernment; 
who was s6 watchful for the whole. 

** Lastly, when their wives and children n^buld 
ask them where they had been and what news, 
they shonld say th^ had been at Worcester, where 
England's sorrows began, and where they were 
happily ended.*' 

At Worcester, Major-general Montgomery, Sir 
James Hamilton, Sir Alexander Forbes, and Sir 
John Douglas, remained under cure. The mayor 
and sheriff of Worcester were ordered to be tried 
at Stafford or Chester, in which last place the 
Carls of Derby and Lauderdale, and the generals 
Lesley and Middleton, were prisoners, of whom, 
in a letter from thence, dated September 16, the 
following curious accounts are given :— -" The Earl 
of Derby is very insinuating: he hath as many 
fetches as a jesuite, some camera he would &in 
imagine to juggle withal, as he did in his treaty 
not long since, holding in suspense a seeming pre- 
tension to have surrendered the Isle of Man, when 
indeed nothing was lesse intended ; but that sea- 
son wherein he might have doiie his country and 
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himself good, be let slip, and bafh now wilfully 
brought himself under the lash of justice. The 
Lord Lauderdale is in a terrible vexation, and 
exceeding sad and vext ; he seems to be a man of 
a pestilent nature, and dangerous to be conversed 
with, and yet he keeps his flesh as fiit as ever be 
was ; but, blessed be God, his insolent spirit is 
now overawed. Lieiit.-gen. Leshley drinks and 
roars when he can get it, and takes not much care 
which way things go ; he is vexed he cannot ram- 
ble as he would; he has fury enough, but short 
horns, and pretends all his designe to have been as 
a souldier to his Kinge, and builds upon that con- 
fidence. And Lieut.-gen. M iddleton is as melan- 
choly as Leshley is mad, crying out against his 
misfortune in every designe he undertakes ; it is 
well if God give him grace to repent truly, and 
turn to God: — he hath ill requited this Common- 
wealth for all the favour they formerly shewed to 
him.'' 

The return of the Lord-general to London after 
this important conquest, which he termed " a 
crowning 'cictory^^ was marked by every token of 
respect by all ranks of people. 

It is certain, that after this event, Cromwell 
took upon himself a more stately behaviour, and 
chose new friends : and instead of acknowledging 
the services of those who came from all parts to 
assist him, he frowned upon them, and the very 
next day after the fight, dismissed and sent them 
home. It appears, however, he was determined 
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that not only the army, b«t tkat ^Uo tbo naFy, 
should hmve this aotaUe seryice in petpttuai re* 
mombrance^—^^ Thursday^ Sept.. 18, 165L This 
day bia Ettelloicy the IiOvd*genend Cromwell, 
with mwy officers ot the army, was at Woolledge 
at the laQll€hil^^ of a gdlaat new frigot of d^e 
states, carryiiig three score pieces of ^dnance, 
mad called her name IfWcesfcr/" From this date, 
the English navy hath had a ship of the line of that 
name, which originated in this meinorahle evisnt. 

167£, Dec 93. A great flood happened on the 
Severn, the rise of which ia marked by a plate still 
remaining in the wall, by the side of the river near 
the water gate. 

The society of Broad Cloth Makers of VtTorces- 
ter, was incorporated 2d Henry JfllL from which 
time, till the end of the last century, that trade 
was here the most considerable in all England. It 
appears, from BelPa Oratkm before Queen Elisa- 
beth, when she- visited this city, . that, within me- 
mory, 380 great looms, which gave maintenance 
to 8000 persons, had been employed in Worcester : 
that number, however, was then reduced to IQ6 
looms, and 5000 pelrsons were, (hence thrown out 
of work* The Quffisn, upon petition, in the 3Sd 
year of her reign, A. D. 1590, with a view of the 
reviving the falling credit of the trade, granted her 
charter to the clothiers, and its spirit was in con« 
94&quence so effeotoally restored, that at one time 
shortly afterwards, 6000 persons were employed iit 
the trade in Worcester, and above twice that nufe- 
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\yetin eardinjG^, spiitnhig', &c. in ithe'neig^hb6t)r<« 
hood : but, from the neihrioue pmctrce^ of tbtf 
manufaetuKerSjiits roinsoon 'atitertrardr becsme 
inevitable^ by o verstvetdhrng' tb^r clolii0 so much, 
wheii they ciime to Bfeckwell Hall, they \i^^^ found 
waliting in their meafiiire : this, ^dd^ to the oh- 
8tinacy of the workmenUhenisiilveSy if ho persisted 
in making a thick beavy^ckith,' instead of a light 
and spongy, which took ^' b^er dye, their best 
customers, the 'Turks, 'vbo preferred 'the cloths of 
the last description, from nheie ifnited tauses of 
complaints, withheld tbeir orders^: "aml'tbus dwilr- 
diedaway, by degrees, x>^ ofthe most valuable 
branches of the commerce of this king<)x>iKi, whieh 
bad distinguished Worcester through 'every quar- 
ter of the globe to ivbicb Britain had then^extende^ 
her trade* . e 

* 1723. The summer assizes of this year were this 
first held in the present Guildhall. 
■' 17S4:, June 11.. A severe storm of >thmider and 
lightning did mach damage hen^. 

4733, June 5. . The eteep}e^t>{ St. 4rfdrew^ 
tfhiirdi in this city was so-niuch^fradtured by lights 
^ing, that, it was obliged to ise tak<en ^lo^vn ^aml 
^ebuflt . . O ther dtonage was^one jn^he city at the 
sametime^ 

1757. iir the spring' assi^esn^this year, a violent 
west wind blew do\ni i stack of ehimniesfrom 4he 
so'ttth wirig^ of 'tte Guildhall at Worxestet, wh{di 
feif upon theoroof of thei^isi Prjus bar, whilst the 
cdliti #as' sitting, br^e through the cielitig^ anfl 
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killed six men on Jthe .«pot> who w^re buried ia 
the ruins ; n^ny- others yvere terfiWy bruised. Sir 
John Eardly Wilmot, the judge then presiding^ 
with great difficulty- escaped . unhurt^ by omking 
his way ^close to the wall of the court, roupd th^ 
ruins, and through the hall door.. This melan- 
choly catastrophe put a {)eriod . to. the. business of 
the assize* , . j 

1762, Aug. II. By an explosion of three bar,-. 
rels of . gunpowder, occasioned by boys indis* , 
creetly, setting. fire to some scattered grains of 
it ; the warehouse, at wnich it was unloading, in 
New-street, was blown up^ many other buildings 
were much damaged, and seyeral lii^e» lost. 

1768, Dec. 20*. Two very smart shocks of an 
earthquake werefeUinthis city, between five and 
six o'dock iti the evening ; its dit*ecti6n was from 
east to west. In Herefordshire and Gloucester- 
shire it was felt in a very alarming manner, pftr- 
tipularly in the latter city, the cathedral of whicfv 
was much shaken by it. At Droitwich, and other 
towns and villages in this county, it was also very 
sensibly felt ]r~ia Worcester no damage w^is sms->» ^ 
tained by it. . 

1770. A very great flood oalheSevficn did cons 
siderable damage to the.purts of the city bordering. ' 
the river^ and endangered the lives of many of the 
inhabitants ; fortunately, how;ever^ none were lost. 
On the city w^Uy at the Watergate, is a memorial 
of this inundation fixed up, with the following in- •, 
scription : — <^ On the 18th NpYember, 1770, (fco^ 
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ilood roise to tlie lower edge of this ims plate, 
being 10 inclies higher than the flood which hap- 
pened Dec. 23, 16T2.'* 

J7d5. The Severn shared the same fete of most 
of the rivers in the kingdom, during an uncommon 
severity and length of time the frost continued. A 
paper was distributed to the populace, assembled 
on the ic^, containing the following notices and apt 
quotations: — 

^* The art of printing was iiivented by Laurence 
John Koster, and brought into England by Cax^ 
ion .and Turner, in the year 1468." 

>' }ti8 kdary ftost, bis fleecy snow, 

Descend and clotbe the ground ; 
The liquid streuBS forbear to flow. 

In icy fetters boui^d." — Psalm cxivii. v. 16^ 17. 
•« Worc^tr : prirUed i^^ th^ Severn^ Jan, 23, 1795.'* 

Feb. 12. And before, on Midsummer Day, 1791, 
two of the highest and most alarming floods of the 
Severn, known since the building of the new 
bridge, occurred. Tha first is remarkable from 
tbe day on whfch it happened : tho last from its 
tremendous appearance and alarming effects, oc- 
casioned by the breaking up of the ice on the river, 
virhich choaked its passage at the bridge. The wa- 
ters rose precisely to the height of that which 
happened in 1678, and was three feet above the 
high water line of the bridge ; which, however, 
withstood the torrent which foamed round it and 
threatened its destruction. The foUowiug memo* 
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rial of tills event it fixed on the wall of the parade, 
near the bridge :—<< On the ISth of February, 
1795, the flood rose to the lower edge of ;this 
stone. T.P:C." 

Not. 18. On Wednesday night, a slight shock 
of an earthquake -was felt in this city, a few mi« 
nates before 11 o'clock. It was also felt through 
aU the adjacent country, but providentially with* 
out doing any damage. 

1803, Aug. SO. The late Admiral Lord Nelson 
came to Worcester, when he was presented by the 
corporation with the freedom of the city. 

1809, Jan. S9. Sunday, the water at the water 
gate, rose to within 19 inches of the lower edge of 
the brass plate affixed to the wall there ; and to 
within 8 inch^s of the Ipwer edge of the stone, 
fixed in the wall, commemorative of the flood of 
the Severn in 1795, on the North Parade, near- 
the bridge. ' 

For the remainder of the occurrences at Wor- 
cester, see Royal Visits, and the last pages of 
ihiszsorkf 
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CHAPTER Illr . 

Edgf^r^s Tower. . 

^^In consequence of thegirant of Duke Ethelred - 
and the Princess Etfaelfleda, before the year A. D. 
SNOO, to Worcester, as we haire before mentioned, 
the.castle, presumed to have been the ancient sea.t 
of the Wiccian Viceroys, was repaired, sind some 
foriressea erected round it ; pf which onl^ one has 
reached our time,, And this isrthe tower of which 
we are about , to maKe mention. It is called! 
EJdgar's Tower, because the. statue of that hing, 
and those of his queens, Elfleda aj)d Elfrida^ are 
placed on its eastern front/ Onjthe western^gide 
and at the left hand corner, there is a remarkable 
.busty.prominont from the building, which is not 
inelegantly finished; it represents a monk lean- 
ing forward, in a position almost horizontal, supr. 
porting himself by his left hand, and holding 
ifi hisi right, which' is drawn in towards his breast,. . 
something oval ; but whether it represents any 
holy vessel oc any> kind of fruit is uncertain/' 
'•^CfreeHf. Its present appearance is that of a* 
bust supporting a Jbracket,. but whether the stone 
which it upholds was placed lately, to. preserve the • 
statue, or was a plinth fora larger figure, I will 
not pretend ta decide; but the modecn appearance- 
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6f the «tab defems to ihvor the idea of iti^-not biing 
cde^l with the figure, wl]<^ has^also been taken 
fbrthat of a female. There ^is also in this west 
front, in a niche over the gateway, a well-executed 
bust of George II. erected at the expense of thB 
dean and chapter of Worcester. Underileath, in 
gold letters, is'Ai^itten ^^ GEO»Gn79'*axo0imi79." 

The statues of Bdgarand his queens w«re e#ect* 
tA in the tine^of Us son,' King Ethelred H. if wif 
maj depend on an inscription extant npon it not 
mseny years agd, which was judged hf the ablest 
antiquaries to express, in gothic letters, the yent 
from, the nativity, mv. u e. a* d. 1605. Instead 
of which, the repairoTs of this building, when its 
snrfiuie was last scaled, ^iiave set tip tfaedaite^unllei* 
the figure 'King Edgar, 'D57*, in lour modem ni»- 
nersds, gupposmg that these were the characters 
intended by the dncient qculptor: whereas the 
Arabic metiioU-oF sHmeration, ndi^ kiuse, was 
not introduced in England till it>ng after the tenth 
century. The age of tfais-bnilding, accofrdihgto 
Dr. Nash, may be safely probouticed, from the 
style and form of the edifice, to be not so old Ira 
the time of King Ethelred II. << I shall pay," con- 
tiifues he, ^^ little attention to the ditte supposed to 
bedeen there a Tew years a^o, fit v. or lOOS, which 
characters were by others taken for 975, and so 
placed fay Mr. Wilktnscin, stone cutter to the 
cathedral, when he chipped the tower in 1730.*^ 

• It 18 incorrectl/ itated iu the last edition of Grtea's Worccttef^ 
•Ito by Dr. Na*h, to be A. D. 9^5. ' . 



Digitized by 



Google 



64 

Tim lower 18 ulso built in a style totally anknowa 
te the Saxons ; and it km been inmgiiled^ that, 
although it obtained the name of Bigat-e tower, 
it was raised in the reign of King Jehn^ and that 
the figure cross-legged is the portrait of that mo^ 
narch^ to whom the monastery owed many privi* 
leges ; among which a moiety of that part of the 
Otttle now occupied by the College Ghreen: but 
the tower, as well as the street adjoining, probably 
gained the name of Edgar in gratitude loathe first 
benefiictor of the city of Worcester. Over the 
presumed figure of the mooareh, was the statue of 
our Satiour, crowning the Yiif^n Mary. Dr. Nash 
infonaed Mr. Green, that Mr. Wilkinson, archi<« 
tect to the cftthednd, when he chipped this tower 
in Ae year 1730, found the walls in several parts 
covered with. fine work^ like lace woi^ and in 
many parts gilt and painted like some parts of 
Westminster Abbey: and so fiur from thinking: 
the building prior to the reign of King John, he 
judges it to have been erected some years subse* 
quent to that period. From an account of this 
structure, given by Mr« Cope, and printed in the 
Memoirs of the Jtoyal Soctely, it appears that the 
date was only pmiUei in hlack^ upon a gold ground: 
and some other circumstances aLM> tend very mucb 
to lessen the authenticity of the date of the erection 
of this tower, in the reign of King Edgar or hi^ 
son. ^^ On the repair of the tower," continues 
Dr. Nash, ^^ the date, as we now see it,, was put 
iip in modern numerals, a. n. 975," (hemean^ 
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9S7) Ctft ;in ,iitbii^.r T^lmnoD^ Sfukdy 4Mk bii 
diBuring q£ the east frrafc itf tW^ tovetf^ in 1721^ 
lhen»:]Kii%jtt«& io.betiig a lio^^ figure, iftra> 6itoaU 
nicIiQ afaoY^T tl^t wliich cootliiA^ the gfiMp of 
Clirifit.aadi the Yirgin Mary ; lheflo|> oC thia^man 
fiiche.:ros6< iKUPal|el to ithe^ poilKte ^' the^ present 
wtadoirs.'Thisifigiire ishow gtme, with the Virgin, 
Asc Bhd the. other figures aolde&ced as to render ^ 
Mr. . Habingtoafs aoeountdf il^ which Dtj Thomas 
.has. followed^ valaable) iiL having asddrtaiiied its 
(design :..Dr. I^tskely'ft jJale hSLB^i hotrdver, revers- 
ed the viev o£ibe tower in ihe ia^ireaiion.' 7 
. At preseat;the.slatue9>:.pi^»iibed to be< those 
6f King Edgar ahd his ttro wives, are sadly' dlte- 
pidatedT; that.'o{!^th^'nlonarch was defoaed, in 
order to place more conveniently artraitspai^ency 
commemoratiye of the peace of April, J814, which 
transparency was afterwards put up in another 
situation ; when the royal hand, and the leg that 
was crossed, suffered disloyal amputation. This 
circumstance, however, occasioned a curious dis- 
covery, namely, that of the hand being of wood. 
These royal members are now in the possession 
of the Rev. Mr. Clarke, the sacrist of the cathedral. 
The hand is carved in heart of oak, and the ravages 
of time, and the elements, have given it com- 
pletely the appearance of an honey-comb : from 
the bendof the fingers, and a cavity between the 
fore-finger and thumb, it evidently held a sivord 
or some other instrument. 
The interior of Edgar's Tower, its winding 
I 
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staircase/ its Joftjr Irooms/ indading a kkcheiit 
■with windows oF gt^nd dimensionsy: With ite thick 
ribbed walls, afford rauefa subject for iconjeetttre and 
speculation. The left hand tower, over the re^is«- 
trar's office, has been lately reimired;' b«t the one 
on the opposite side nods in dilapidation. On* the 
«pot where the. registrar's office .is now erected^ 
once stood a public house; • bat this being deemoA 
a nuisance, it Was pulled down about fiftj years 
ago, and the wall of thie tower remained withoift 
any projection 'until idiout twenty years since^ 
when the present - office wasr erected. It is in idea 
to enlarge this building, iii order to make room 
-fer the vast accession of papers here accumulated. 
At pre^nt it is no ornament to^ the t<ywto dedicated 
to King Edgar, 
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• • • . 

The College. 

The church which the Britons had in this place,, 
had doubtless been rebuilt several years before' 
l^osel was appointed to preside as Bishop here. 
It was not a cathedral^ however, till a. h, 680, when 
Bthelred, King of Mercia, placed in it the chair of 
that bishop of the tViccians, with the concurrence 
of Archbishop Theodore, who had consecrated him. 
This church was dedicated to St. Peter, but in the 
next century was more generally called St. Mary's : 
it is most probable it was built of stone,, as it was 
still in being in the time of St. Wiilstan, about the. 
year 1084, who sometimes kept his midnight vigils' 
in it. When or by whom it was demolished, we 
have no account ; it is even uncertain where it* 
stood. Bisliop Wilfrith obtained a synodal decree, 
that the monastery of Wudiandum (Wythington, in 
Gloucestershire) shoijjid, after the death of the 
abbess, who then possessed it, be annexed to his 
see of Wegrin-ccstre. Ilis successor. Bishop 
Milred, in whose timef that monastery lapsed, 
made a fresh grant of it, A. d. 774, to Lady 
Ethelburga, abbess of a religious house at Worces^ 
ter, on condition that both this, and also her own. 
monastery at Worcester, should, upon her d(Kith,^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



devolve to the cliureh and chair of St Peter, in 
that city ; and the bishop thought this no unrea* 
Bonable provision, as it was the intention of her 
lather, ^Blfred, the founder most pirobably of her 
monastic establishment at Worcester, that the 
whole of that, with all appurtenances, should be 
ber's for life only, and pass in reversiop to this 

^eat. reason to sup- 

at Weogernacestr^, 

mess, . received after 

itof iBishopfithereJ 

o][iks in lieu of nuns. 

is the practice m very 

been assembled her^ 

under the governnient of an elderly spinster ; after 

her time, however, no other abbess occurs, and 

monks opiy seem to have poss^sse^ the convent oT 

St. M^ry, ',' ^ . \[ _', ' . '' .„' " '' ^ 

The first mentipn of St. Mary's minster, is ,in a 

charter of King iEthelbald, dated a. d. 743:' it, 

was then probably a new foundation,, u^der th9- 

nobleabWs already mentioned.. The grants of 

Uthtred, the Wiccian yiceroy, s^nd several of King^ 

Ofia's. cl^arters to thi^ monastery, ^are , evidently 

spurious; but ther^ is l^ss reaspn to dou1;>jt ipf se* 

veral grants to it, made by the devption of Mex- 

cian prii^ces of th^ next .ceQtui:;y. The convent of 

St. Mary, .however, was in no capacity of being a. 

rival tp„its neighbour^,, the Q9ll^ge of St. Peter, 

before the idays of Bishop Oswald and King Edgar : 

that was the reign of monkery ;*-*the college of 
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canons, or secular derks, had tlfen lost4h6ir credit.' 
Th^ popes had found it their interest to exact 
celibacy fVom'the elergfy r they incited the monks 
to make an' outcry against those, who, instead at 
devoting their whol^ time to spiritual employment^ 
gave a part of it to the company of their wivesy 
the dalliance of their children, and the cares of^af 
fiimily. I^nests that were members of cathedral 
colleges, had. not, as yet,, been restrained from 
marrying, ^any of them had wives,' and what 
was almost held.as criminal in that age, -they had 
hawks and dogs for game, and lived in sni^h splen^' 
dor and luxury, as was more mortifyiug than any 
rigors of Benedict's rule to the poor BenedictihesJ 
A general opinion prevailed, that if the vast reve« 
nues of collegiate endowments were trahsferredi 
from these secular clerks irto the hands of the 
monks, they would make a more religious use ^ of 
them* The utter abuse of weiilth in a mo^iastery^' 
of which succeeding ages' had sufflci^irt exp^ieiice,* 
was a sight not yet seen. * ••..,....* 

King Edgar found that he coiild nof take a m6r& 
popular ^measure than to worm/ out ih6 Secukrr 
clerks from their mp»t bpuleiit' foundations^ and 
to place monks 'in their room.' ' Dunslan, -hitf 
great favorite^ ^vhomhe had, promoted to tfee pri- 
macy of Caiiterburv, strongly incited him to this 
reform. , Ethelwold, bishop of Winchester, aitd Oss' 
wald o^f ^Worc^ster, were his principal ittstruteents' 
in the execution of it. * Ethelwold ^ent fi^ithra*- 
j^idity into the work, and dislodged fiie secuktrfir 
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firom4he old* and new minsters. {^^ Wipcliesi^r^ijl 
the. very first yepors ,of his oonsecration. Oswald 
was more cautiousr: .Jiis^firststep was^his frequent 
atteodwcie at' the. chMrcJ^ of St,.Majrj^ and per<> 
fyrmiBg of diyine< oi&ees. there*-. This artifice, 
broiigtit the. crowd from the cathedral^ for his re* 
putation was ihigh, and the pepple would flock any. 
Hihere toxeceire the blessings of. so holy a prelate.^ 
lie found a fit tool in Cynsige^ or Wynsige^ one o^ 
the ^lerks of his college; this nu^n he made circ- 
wardy . keeper^ of treasure of St. Peter's churchy ia 
the room of ^Ethelstan^ and he, added to this the 
vicarage of St. Helen's, a. very profitable prefer^ 
ment at that time, when no less than eleven paro- 
chial chapels were dependent, upon it.. To Wulf*- 
gar, another, collegiate priest, he gave the church 
of St. Peter, by the south wall, the present church 
of that i^me, situate in,. Sidbury^ . and) for his- life 
and two lives after his^ the manor ojf Batenhale : 
—this grant was made a«d. 969. . He found means 
to gain over so many of his canons, .that no ob- 
atri^i^ion was m^de to the surrender wbi<(h^ in tbat 
ywr, Wynsige,, as..circward, made of the keys of 
St. Peter's^ cathedral, and of all. its emoluments, 
Vsiritories,. &c. to ,the usa of the. ponks qf St. Mar^ 
fijr ev.eiv Nay, out of the 18 seculars, of whom 
t;be; collie consisted before, we find but two. 
C^}^ed and, jEl&tan) wanting in the subscriptions, 
tpjbishop Oswald's charters in the year 977*, MU. 
fired JMd been a . cdilegian in the time of bishop. 
K^eqwald, and i)robably was dead in the interval. 
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mHikr ^derks < of Ae <i0»Uege^abbaadly 'stiliiiiitted ^to 
the monachal discipline, and became regulars pro* 
fessedrd/^IiB^reabwew'pecBikted'sto^keep their stalls^ 
and;obI%fed4oraofiHescefimfaeiii(i^«ubordinate;?i^Br 
cers tocti Meietjf ^^nonks.:: 
. The^gnmta^^ the landstof the iee of Wonceater) 
tojT biabopOavaUi to hik hieajfi and fiAow4»r8^:f6r 
'iife^:«irfor three Iives^<iilip9fti9d;; a^) aort Sef * ^Bindid 
tenure upon them, by which they^lnrefe'sohjctoted 
lo u vaffidfy:«ib dbai^pes m^I setif ices,' as weU dvil 
as miUtaijyildid tikeae instromentSiiit^re ratifidd bf 
the fiiag. himfeif. < rXhe^ following >«rei among 'the 
artndesiO^tiUigatlon' to wfaiish i thejr:iwai*e ^made lir 
able,' aaljcontaioied in* a charter^ eiHitledy/f.i/iMK* 
tmltm IM€rbUis^0twalde^''t^Laiit^9 Hundred^ 
as citedliyBb^Beiiry Spdinan; chi SdiodThislirorfclB^ 

• ^';^Fbiid9}andriennreB, viz* hbctenaBts shkill per*' 

Iblrmittll the diities.ofliorsettiew. 

. ^< They 'ShaU pajr' all dues^ imd perform'all rights 

%eloBging to the diurch. . ' : . 

. ^'They sfaalUwekr to b6in.ttUhttnd>le8ub>c- 

tioDy andat^the'cMsaiaiid^ofHbe bishop, as long lis 

they shidLlMM lands of him. ■. • : 

<^ That^s often as occasion shall require, they 
shldl present themselves refdy 4a furnish him wift 
horses, and ride themselves. 

^' They shall perform tdl the work nbout the 
•tte^le of the ehurehi and for the building of icas- 
4let and bridges*-; . . ^ i 
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-^ '^rTkBjr bMI feiide.ili«rbistO^'ipfti«»p mA Axr^ 
nfsli hiinrnitb ]iiiBtiogifeijpon»lirll« lle.goetlii a 

' - ^ tTfaat ' i« ottar' ettiM, inrkm tfa^ M Aop slndt 
rt)i}iitr0 them^ wlietWp'for hiawni: or tiia£iiig% 
service, they shall in humbfe: aubJeetiiMi be* obe^ 
didnt to* the' chief e«pt&]ii'iar leader )of the faiehop* 
tiikf for " the 'fes j;raii&d, 'or hstiefit- dpoiie unto 
^meiii^^ a:iid the ^aMty pf -land li^kich; everyv one eUt 
Vbtai:|io8se8Betfa'.^^' .': •*•'(' ?> ^ :->;: . , 
I <^ That after the expiratm jd£ Ihe tiirce Ev^ 
the lahdrEhallretnrn again to the lmho|nrtek. 

^ t<( Thatif theie henhy default iti perforoiuig the 
pi'emiges/ byreBsbti <hat sonke* shall vaijror bveak 
the agrebm^t, the ' delinipieiit shall lanke '^tis- 
ftctlmr abcek^n^ to' the^ josltee ' of thebidbop^ wt. 
ahfadlfovffeJtthiilibd ivhifeh^hefaadbf Ufrgift.'' . 
Among the grants of bishop Oswald,^ .ionBto 
ills ^diiil ttian ^stan^ . of one manse jrt lehing- 
ion, com. of Warwick, in -991 n .he iia&^tfaetfiuii 
th^* of St. WJibtan, bishop of Wofcester^ alid died 
a monk of this church. Upon the dcftboihis 
kiAsman,' OsketeH, theiee of Yorkbetoming Toid, 
Oswald was thought* a fit pecson/to; * preside ifL hi^ 
place, but he was not-permitted to leavethe' see of 
Worcester, le^tlienew institutioll of the t monks 
thiere should be endangered bj being 4epT^ad of 
their patron. 

Oswald is iarther said to hare ejected the mar- 
ried clergy out of sevto «noi|plstertes in the diocese 
of Worcester, and to have had their removal eon« 
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Urmed by the Pope : a caution he fbund necessary^ 
becaase in some places they had broke in upon the 
settlement of the foundation, of which the church 
of Worcester itself is an instance, ha ving, as appears 
by theact$of the Council of Worcester, held under 
Wulstan, been originally furnished with secular 
canons. From this detail it appears, that the zeal, 
of this saint of the monks had by no means the start, 
of his prudence : there was no law to support him 
in a forcible expulsion, even of married canons^ 
from his cathedral; he was wise in proceeding 
gently, till a national synod should enable him to 
act with greater vigor. Dunstan had laboured to 
obtain a. synodal decree that might crush the mar- 
ried clergy ; be had success at the Council of Win« 
Chester, in 975, where, as the monks pretend, 
heaven itself declared in their favor, by an audible 
voice from a crucifix which hung aloft in the 
room. The seculars were not to be convinced by 
such miracles that their marriage was a crime; 
they made great efforts at the Council of Calne^ 
in 978, to be restored to their college, but in 
vain. 

There is a charter extant, under the name of 
King Edgar, dated at Glouceastre, December 28^ 
▲. j>. 96iy which represents this reform in the 
minster or cathedral of Weareceastre, as then al* 
ready accomplished, and speaks in strong terms- of 
the expulsion of the clerks who had possessed it be- 
fore ; who chose, if this writing can be believed, to 
be degraded rather than to serve God canonically, 

K ■ 
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tfnd preferred their wives to their benefices i but 
this charter is of no authority, as Dr. Hopkins, 
who wrote the Additions to Camden's Account of 
Worcester^ was sensible. 

In 983, Oswald, the great patron of the monk^i 
completed the building of a new and more stately 
cathedral, in the church-yard of the now neglected 
St. Peter's, which he dedicated to the blessed 
Virgin Mary, and furnished with no less than S8 
altars. The displacing of the secular canons, or 
married presbyters, from St. Peter's cathedral, a 
measure which had been for some time in a gradual 
progression, under the management of Bishop Os- 
wald, was, on the opening of his new church, 
finally completed ; and the cathedral of St. Mary, 
which from that time became the cathedral of Wor- 
cester, was filled with monks, to the utter exclu- 
sion of the secular clergy. During the building of 
this new cathedral, and before, this bishop was 
wont to preach to his crowded audiences in the 
open area by St. Peter's church, taking his stand 
near the cross that was erected over the stone mo- 
nument of Duke Wiferd and his lady Alta, who 
had been considerable benefactors to that church. 
This monument, which is said to have been a work 
of admirable art, was taken down by Archdeacon 
Alrie^ in the time of King Edward the ConfessOr, 
in order to enlarge the choir of St. Peter's* 
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CHAPTER V. 

Of St. Mary's Cathedral and Monaster!/^ with 
the Hhlory of the Fabric to the Time of the 
Reformation. 

The new cathedral, raised and dedicated bj 
bishop Oswald, would not have perpetuated his 
name if he had done nothing else that was memor- 
able. It could not escape in the conflagration of 
the city, which was abandoned to the cruelty of 
Hardicanute^s soldiers, in the year 1041 : but the 
ravages of fire on a stone edifice might be soon 
repaired ; the improvements in architecture, which 
the Norman's had introduced, brought Oswald's 
structure into contempt. What is now called the 
gothic architecture, was then approaching to its 
perfection ; the art of vaulting roofs with stone, in 
angular compartments, and the fashion of adorning 
blank walls with batoons, horizontal and columnar, 
and arches interposed luxuriant in their mould- 
ings, were now becoming the familiar practiceof 
the architects of churches*; the pointed arch, the 
tracery work, the ornamented columns, composed of 
small toruses, were so skilfully diversified in their 
application, and displayed on a scale of such mag- 
nificence, that astonished and captivs^ed the be- 
" olders. Bishop Wulstan had a magnificent spirit; 
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he was determined to leave posterity proofe of it; 
he accordingly, in 1084, laid the foundation of a 
new church, and in the year 1089 he finished both 
that and the monastery, which was now called 
^^ Monasterium S. Marias in Cryptis." It does not 
appear that any indulgence on the occasion, grant- 
ed from the Pope, was at all necessary to stimulate 
St. Wulstan in his pious determination, or that he 
received any assistance in carrying it into execu- 
tion. The example set by him, in offering upon 
the altar of his new church, when he opened it, 
the manor of Alveston, which he had recovered of 
the governor at a great expense, and another gift 
of lands of considerable value, the deed of which 
Wulstan himself, about four months before he died^ 
offered up to God, on the altar of St, Mary, on the 
day of her nativity, a. jd. 1093, did not stimulate 
to similar acts either royal or private benevolence; 
the only instance at all similar to that custom, 
which occurs in the church history of Worcester, 
was during the prelacy of John Barnett, bishop of 
this see, who, a» jd. 1362, following the example 
of other dioceses, ordered, to the praise of Almighty 
God, the Blessed Yii^in, St. Oswald, St. Wulstan, 
and all saints, that in all parochial churches 
throughout his diocese, the priest, every Sunday, 
after sprinkling of the holy water, should enjoin 
the people to kneel and pray for the brethren and 
•isters, the ,|)ene&c tors of his cathedral church, and 
of the fabric thereof; saying a Pater Noster, an 
Ave Maria^ and some other collects : and to all 
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that should do this, or should give any^ thing to the 
fabric or confraire of the said church, Jiegraated 
forty days indulgences. 

It is related of bishop Wulstan, that upon seeing 
the workmen employed in pulling down the old 
church, he wept; one of his- attendants expostu* 
lating with him, and reminding him that her ougbt 
rather to rejoice, as he was preparing in the room 
of it an edifice of greater splendor, and more pro* 
portioned to the large number < of his • monks, he 
replied, ^^I think far otherwise; we poor wretches 
destroy the work of our fore&tbers, only to get 
praise to ourselves : that happy age of holy men 
knew not how to build stately churches, but under 
any roof they offered up themselves living temples 
unto God, and by their example excited those un- 
der their care to do the same; but we, on the con- 
trary, neglecting the care of our own souls, labour 
to heap up stones." On the finishing of his new 
church, he caused the relicts of St. Oswald to be 
enclosed in a new shrine, on the 12th of October 
the same year, at an expense of 72 marks of silver^ 
or about jg48 of the present money. 

Thus the ancient cathedral of St. Peter was pro- 
bably raised as early as the time of the foundation 
of the see itself, a. d. 660 : in 983, St. Oswald^ 
the great patron of the monks, completed the 
building of a new and more stately cathedral, in 
the church-yard of the neglected St. Peter's, whick 
he dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary, and 
furnished with no less than S8 altars: in 1084, 
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bishop Wulstan laid the foundation of a new 
chdrch, and in the year 1089 he finished both that 
and the monastery ; in 1224, bishop Blois enlarg- 
ed the cathedral, and in 1380, bishop Wakefield 
further and extensively added to the grandeur of 
this ancient pile. It had two principal towers at 
the tiifle of its first erection, for we read, " in 1175, 
the new tower fell doun,-' and also from the account 
in the Worcester Annals^ " of the destruction of the 
two lesser towers by a storm." 

The Crypt, or UNDERCJioFT.^^We have no 
trace of the dedication of the crypt in the cathedral 
of Worcester, to any of the saints of the Roman 
calendar, nor even of a single altar, by which we 
might find that it had ever received such a dis« 
tinction ; and there appears but one item of any 
part of it having been used for obituary purposes, 
and that occurs on the soush side, nearly opposite 
the entrance of the vault from the great cross aisle 
of the nave. This part, which seems to haye been 
separated from the crypt at large, as a kind of 
chapel for this purpose, is immediately under the 
east or second vestry, and of nearly the same di*- 
roensions. On the north wall of this inclosure, 
in a sort of recess, are still visible three coats of 
arms of the family of Clare, some of whom may 
probably ^ave been buried here. There is in fact 
but one vestry, the partition which is erected in 
it being only intended for temporary purposes : 
under this are the arms above allnded to, viz. 
Ist, a shield; gules; bearing a fess argent ; 2d, 
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gules, three lions passant argent ; Sd/ arg^nt^ 
three chevrons gules i^hese three shields are 
painted between the indication of three eUeptic- 
arches. This crypt has lately been cleared of its 
rubbish, and arraoigements made, in pursuance of 
an order passed at an audit of the Dean and 
Chapter in 1817, for the interment of persons, sub- 
ject to the following rules and regulations, which 
are hung up near the vestry, with a plan of the 
crypt, as prepared for interment. 

General Regulations. -^The sacrist will keep the 
key of the vaults ; all bodies enclosed therein to be 
enclosed in lead and oak; vault A, or side aisle, for 
general interment; vault B, or centre, divided 
into private vaults, reserving the two centre aisles 
thereof for general access, each private vault to be 
obtained by a faculty, from the Dean and Chapter, 
and enclosed at the expense of the purchaser ; the 
vault C, or side aisle, to be for general interment. 
The concluding part of the burial service may be 
performed at the entrance of the vaults, in the 
church yard, by the attendant parish minister ; but 
if a body be brought into the cathedral, the sacrist, 
or some other member of the church for him, must 
officiate, and the extra fee be paid. 

TMe of Fees on each Fntetynent. 
To the Treasurer, for the use of the library £. ' s. 4. 

or fabric '. 8 0. 

To the Sacristy forthe key and registering^ 10 

To the Sextons, for attendaDce 10 

Ditto for candleS; &c ,„•• 10 

^10 10 
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Ifbroatbtiototbe cftthedrJ, to tUTrea. ^ t. di 

surer as above 2 

To the Sacrist, for officiating^ 10 

To the Beadsman, if required to attend...... 10 

TotheBcll 10 

TothcSektob 10 

^5 

AildittOBal in both cases, if the coffin be en-> 
closed in brick work, to be paid to the 
Treasurer as above * 3 

For a faculty to appoint a private vault, 
from , dfSOtolOO 

The crypt is spaeiotis and ' perfectly dry.— 
The. fuiids raised by this mode of interment are 
dedicated to the purposes of increasing the college 
library. The first person, and one of those we 
believe in which the scheme of burying in the crypt 
first originated, was the late Dean, whose cofiin 
rested, on the floor of its allotted space, almost 
immediately under the Dean^s stall, on the morn* 
ing of the 23d of October, 1817. 

The sculptured decbrations with which the an- 
cieuyt part of the C9.thedral was originally embel- 
lished, consist of a series o£ ornamental arches 
pointed at their tops, which runs under the foot of 
the lower tier of windows, beginning in the Bi-» 
shop's Chapel, or north transept of the cross aisle^ 
and continuing entirely round the Ladies' Chapel, 
ends in the corresponding transept on the south 
side, How called the Dean's Chapel. On the in- 
termediate planes or Ispandrels; between those* 
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ttrches, wiiicli ar(» supported by pillars attached td 
the walls, is a curious and regular arrao^ment of* 
ancient sculpture, representing a great variety of 
subjects, many of them grotesque, others of the 
history of the foundation of the church, and others 
of scripture history .--i^Of the latter classes a few 
of them may be described : of thos^, however, in 
the Bishop's Chapel, no certain account can be 
adduced of their design; a great portion of the 
grotesque, and a still greater of obliteration and 
decay, renders enquiry respecting them fruitless* 
The same may also be said of that part of this 
work which formerly extended along the extreme 
east end of the Ladies* Chapel, where in many 
parts it may be traced, but where also it has been 
mutilated and destroyed, to make way for the mo<* 
numents now seen there. At the east end of the 
north side aisle, over the second pillar, and be^ 
neath the second window, a bishop is represented 
mitred, kneeling, and offering a Church on an altar 
within the compartment ; above, and behind him, 
a dove is seen descending, expressive of the spirit 
by which his piety is actuated, as is lilso the ikvor 
of heaven towards his devotion, by an angel with 
extended arms, ready to receive it at his hands^* 
This subject was probably meant either for St. 
Oswald, as founder of the first cathedral church 
of St. Mary, which event the respect ofWuIstaii 
thus chose to commemorate, or it was designed for 
himself, to the same purpose, with regard to the 
present church. Over the next three pillars m 
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ordei^, ate the Annunetation, the Visitation, and 
' the Nativity. 

,. The first intelligible subject which occurs in the 

'south siideaisle, after passing several grotesques, 

i» on the last spandrel to the west, under the se- 

-leond window. An angel is there represented as 

:appearing to a devotee, and enjoining him to some 

'act' of piety. The succeeding subj^t explains 

.^what that act should be; he is there instructed, 

jtbat to build a place for the worship of God, would 

be the most acceptable service ;; and, ip conse^- 

quence, the next represents him- delivering his 

plan to aQ architect, to carry it into execution. 

The two last subjects alluded to are over the 
;fijrst and second pillars beneath the third window. 
.JFoUowing the course of this work into the Dean's 
Chapel, on the south wall, we find Christ sitting 
in Judgment, represented in one of these compo- 
sitions ; in another, the Resurrection of the Dead, 
.leading the good man into Paradise-— Adam and 
Eve driven out of Paradise — devils putting men. 
into purgatory and flames; and in another, oa 
the w^$t side, the wicked delivered over to eternal 
^punishment, entering the mouth of hell, which is 
iig4ired.as a .monster, whose capacious jaws are 
opep^d to receive, them as his prey. Aiaong the 
many 9jncient ma^I^s, disper^ed through this part 
.of the. 'Chyrch, ,maay of their characters are well 
conceived and as: wpU executed. Over the great 
Saxon arch, at th^ west end of the yestfry, in the 
roof,; is a half length figure, represented >reQlinin|^ 
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its head on ^he right hand ; whkh/ fh>fn< the> Hia«; 
racter of the face, and tha'penstve posture it* m4* 
tfuities, appears to have* been* meant for 'Christ, 
as an Ecce Homo. Iti k parallel 8ituati<Mi, or^.' 
the arch of the south side aisle* of the choir, are^ 
the mHtilated- remains of a seated %ure^ Wbidi,'- 
from the staff it yet bblds,' seetns toihave beenide^ 
si'^ned for steffe pastoral, eharaoter, ' either 69 a 
iHshop ov anr aiibcrt .^ . . To thesp ekfernal enibelli^M 
tiientS' is onl j tbbe added the fclitige hi the capiibllfl;: 
of the pillars, most luxuriantly wrought, abdr tiM^ 
iefaevron work, or zig zag moulding, the .most ge-n* 
neral maRner of ornamenting tl» arches of tha<7 
age^ found traversing those of the ehodr oiily;^<^. 
These^ and the corbekable ornameat^ extending en^. 
tirely round the external part of this Imildiiig, im*^; 
mediately undep the parapet, fcrm the ehtire suites 
of decorative appendage known to the renerabl^ 
founder. • . ; . . ^ 

< Leaden STBEPfiE8.*-<*«Immediately. opposite the^ 
north transept of the cross aisle of the Ladies^ 
Chapel, a eloehium was erected, in which thoi 
bells, anciently bnt five, were placed. These bell8> 
had been newly cast, and. were consecrated, som» 
of them to the Saviour and his 'Mother, Hauteclerd' 
and his compeer, to St. Johii the Evangelist. 
. Jan. 16, 1539, the four bells in the leaden steei*^ 
pie were taken down, broke, and carried ^away. 

After the great conflagration of the church, in 
1202, it was long before it was repaired ; and it 
was not consecrated anew till June 7^ 1218, wben^ 
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in tbe (ireseifee of King Henry III. and n gtetA 
aasemblj of nobilityv te* Bishop Silvester dedi-* 
coated it to Marj^ the holy modier of God, the 
Uesaed apostle Peter, and the saints Oswald and 
Wttlstan ; in particular, the great altar was deda-* 
cated to S^. Mary and St. Oswald; and the Biiddle 
one to St Peter and St« Wulstan. . . 

v The church was noW risstored; but William de- 
Blbit^ tihe next biehop, appears to have forraed a 
ndMer plan,^ff»'tiiat of enlargihg aiid extending- it, 
AcD(^dingly, in 1S94, he laid the fdundalion<*8tone 
of a new work, desigirad for the front*, or nave of 
tiie ^^hiffch; an improvement he had undoubtedly 
seen' the propriety of adc^ting, to complete Wul* 
Stan's pilan, and to which the recent accident most 
probably stimulated him. In constructing sof the 
iHive by Bishop Blois, we perceive * that he had 
planned the prindpal entrance of the church to be 
continued at the west end ; for on the north no 
access whatever was provided to it, and the two 
entrances on the south side were exf^ueively 
£>r the use of the monastery. The ancient arch^ 
or west entrance into St. Oswt^d's cathedral, 
was still in being, and of that advantage it 
was Bishop Blois plan to avail himself, and ta 
make the whole of that aiicient part of the church 
serve as a vestibule to the new nave. In this state, 
together witii the d^cts and incongruities arising 

* Iq old . writers^ the western end of a ehnrcfa is QBoaUj^oiiUed i(« 
front, with respect to which the north aad south sides were eoiisidered as 
wlByst 
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§tom a difldnniUirity of ihe whole ihtoiiial aj^p^ar* 
aoce, and a want of uniform connexion of the old 
and the new work renmintng^ Bishop Blois left 
the west end of the cathedraL In the year ISSOiy 
under the ausfMcesof Bishop Wakefield, the aii«i 
eient arphes were completelj attached to the new 
work of Bishop Biois, and. the great west windoaw 
was evened. *It.is to be remarked, of the erecting 
^ this window^ that it is stated as a • distinct 
operation from all the others in the accounts 
of the improvements of the church by Biskcp 
Wakefield, and in such a way as clearly indi<» 
eates that it was formed in . a part already builti 
This noble and useful improvement had nothing of 
Saxon in its design, although constituting a portion 
of Saxon arrangement ; on the contrary, it was one 
of those magnifitent windows which the Normans 
brought into our churches, and without reference 
to its Saxonic situation, was more judiciously com<^ 
posed to correspond with that in the east end of 
the church, and totally different in its construction 
to either the end or the aide windows' of the two 
collateral arches, which are the original windows 
built by St. Oswald, and evidently of a more an** 
cient style than any other throughout, the whole 
cathedra}. 

The opening of this magnificent window, it is 
probable, suggested the expediency of closing the 
entrance beneath it ; which, together with its be* 
iog so far removed from its ancient situation prior 
to the building of the nave, and the approach to it 
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gregation, firom the narrow and conAned pasrhe** 
tV^en the cathedral and ehamel honse^'the pt^slsnt 
liorth entrance, or porch, ivas^enected and opened,* 
opposite the centre arch of the nave,* in 1386'; a' 
situation that at once provided an acoe% suitable* 
to the magnitude and dignity, of » the stnictupe> tor 
irhichit led, commodious, in its approach 1o tfaer 
^ity, and the episcopal palace^ and a ready aiii^ 
direct communication with dts cemetry,' and the' 
c^pel of the chamel house to which it wascontigu** 
ons. The ancient west entrance to the cathedral 
was in consequence closed up : the skaation and 
dimensions of that entrance are still visibly denot- 
ed, externally, by the af^earance of a spacious 
but low arch, filled up with stone worlfi ; and in-*^ 
tonally, by a handsome blank gothic arrangement^ 
executed in wood, expressive of the original 
purpose of that part of the charch, and set vip 
in 1766. 

' Asa great number of bodies, interred on th^ 
outside of St. Wulstan's building, must be dug up 
in the prosecution of bishop Blois's plan of adding 
the nave to it, he provided a subterraneous vault 
fbr their reception ; over which he raised a chapel^ 
called Capella CarnarisB,'^ or the Chapel of the 
CHARNEt HouiSE, whioh bone-house is under the 
walk to Mrs. Wyld's house^ about ten yards frort 
the north door of the cathedral; part of the walls 
W the chapel still remain^ bounding Mrs. Wyld'6 
garden; there is a way to the charnel bouse^ 
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throagh-an afchway in the fitable ftdjoining.tliqv 
house. Walter de Cantelupe, .successor to bishop 
Bloisy confirmed the work begun, dedicated . the 
chapel on its completion to God, St. Mary^ and St* 
Thomas the. martyr, in whose name, and honour 
it was built, and, a. d. 1265, gave it a new in« 
stitiition. He appointed four chaplains for its 
service, to be continually resident, in it;. one of 
.which was to be perpetual master, chosen by the 
bishop, and was to provide for the expenses of 
the chapel: the sacrist had the care of its repairs. 
The duties, of these chaplains commenced in the 
morning, on the sounding of the first bell in the 
city : they celebrated one mass for the day in the 
chapel, before their teaching in the schools began ; 
and atterwards, three others were daily celebrated 
for the dead. On the Sd of the ides of April, 1287, 
bishop Godfrey Gifiard made an augmentation to 
the chapel of the charnel house, ordering aix prieats 
to officiate there, instead of four; and for their 
maintenance, appropriating to them the church of 
St. Helen^ in Worcester, and, on the 5th of Decern- 
ber following, the church of Newenton, in Cots* 
wold. 

Chapter House and Library. — Ontheeost 
side of the cloister is the chapter house, in form a 
decagon ; itis 58 feet in diataeter, and 45 in height, 
and supported, by a fine round umbilical pillar, 
arising in the centre, exactly corresponding with 
that of Ely; it was erected at the same time with 
the^cloisters,. and now most aptly serves a double 
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use, not <m1y as a council rooar, but also thei Ii« 
brary of the chorch. 

In Heming's ChMiukay^ p. S61-S, we find the 
first mention of a library belonging to the church 
of WorceBter. Oodiva, the wife of Leofiric, Duke 
of Mercia, upon the death of her husband in 1057, 
among other presents which she made to the church 
of Worcester, to obtain their consent that she 
should hold certain possessions during her life^ 
which Leofric had promised to restore to the monks 
at his decease, gave them a library: but it waa 
not till the prelacy of bishop Carpenter, that a re- 
gular establishment of a library appears to have 
taken place for the use of the convent. In J46I, 
June 24, that prelate erected a library in the 
charnel house, adjoining to his cathedral ; and^ 
January 84, following, endowed it to the value of 
jglO per annum for a library keeper. This ^vent^ 
in the register of that bishop, is dated as above, 
but in Abingdon*s account of the charnel house^ 
he has placed the same occurrence a. »« 1459, 3T 
Henry VI. From this place, a. d. \^^\^ the library 
was remaved to the chapter house, and the Kiog'iF 
school from the chapel to the reiectory, where tbey 
have ever since remained. The ancient library \9 
supposed to have been one of those rooms over the 
south aisle of the body of the church, extending' 
over the whole of the ajsle^ where also the ancient 
parvis, or school, was kept. The ascent to these 
rooms is by a circular stone staircase^ contained 
within the extreme 8puth«west angle of the cathe* 
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irsAy surd from which all eommunication with the 
rest of the church is entirely cut off, the entrance 
to the ascent being from without. In this place is 
now deposited a vast collection of the church 
writid^, wills, &c. to which use it has of late been 
wery judiciously applied, for their preservation 
from fire or other accidents. The few portraits 
which at one time were hung in this library, are 
now in the Guestekt or Audit-hall. Hanging 
on the centre umbillical pillar of this apartment, are 
two breast-plates and a sword, taken at the battle 
of Waterloo, ind presented by Mr. Clifton, the 
registrar : under these is a cannon, fixed perpen- 
dicularly, supposed to have been found after the. 
last battle of Worcester ; it is marked with the 
name of Henry de Bergh, No. 2, 16z8. This li- 
brary contains, perhaps, one of the first collections 
in England of the works of the Fathers, Commen- 
tators, Canon Law, and other books relative to . 
old ^Inglish history : among these are some beau- 
tiful MSS. Wickliffe's New Testament, delicately 
written on fine vellum, about the year 1381, and 
embellished with gold letters ; a Salisbury illumi- 
nated missal, &c. and several volumes printed 
with wooden types and embellished with cuts :•— ^ 
Rudimentum Noviciorum, 1475 ;— the Venetian 
Bible^ 1478 ;— the Nuremburgh Chronicle, 1493*; 

* " We vftni to Worcester, a very splendid city : the cathedral is ^erj 
noble, witb many remarkable monaroeDti . The library is iu the chapter 
house ; on the table fay the Nnremburgli Ghrofafcle, I think of tlie first 
e^ioti. W« went to a china wueboase. The cadiedral hus » cloister ; 
tlie loBg[ aiale .14 i* my opioiop oeither so wide nor so hig;h as that of- 
UtcMeld.''— Jottmty into I^oiih Wales, by Dr. Sam. Johmm, 1774, • * 
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ih all 3,500 printed volumes, and upwards of §51 
volumes of MSS. including 169 folios and 82 quar-* 
tos; in all 3751 volumes: the MSS. are contained 
in seven presses, from No. 17 to 23. This collection 
of books has been added to of late ages, &y the 
^ate of the deans and the benefactions of private 
persons ; and it is hoped that this valuable library 
will -become even more so, as the iunds collected 
for burials in the crypt are tb be deVoted t0 the 
intrease of the collection, the only fund for which, 
until of late, being the sums collected of 21. from 
every new prebendary, and 41. of every newly- 
appointed dean, and the trifling sums paid for in- 
terments in the cathedral. The MSS. were rescued 
frotn th6 chaos and damps, which were making 
large strides towards their obscurity and destruc- 
tion, by the Rev. Mr. Clarke, the present libra- 
rian, who was appointed in 1813; and are now 
arranged by him with the greatest regard to their 
usefulness and immediate reference, by catalogues, 
&c. reflecting the greatest credit on his industry 
and talents. — The figure placed over the outside 
of the door of the library was removed from the 
porch about twelve years ago. 

The Refectory.— lo the south cloister is the 
. entrance of the ancient refectory, or knonk's hall, 
now known by the name of the college hall, a spa- 
cious and lofty room, 120 feet long, the exact 
length of the west cloister to which it is contigu- 
ous, and 38 in breadth. Here the king's school U 
kept, at one end to which you ascend by a flight 
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of stairs ; and* here alsoac^ per^rmed, in the other 
part, upon the floor of the buildiog, the Oratorios, 
and other select musical coniposiUons of the fnost 
eminent maatera, at the grand trienniel meetings 
of the three choirs of Worcester, Hereford, and 
Gloucester, for the- biOBefit . of. jth^ widows and 
orphans of the <:l€|p*giy. of their respective coiipties, 
—See Music JVIeetin^. ^ .This room was also built 
at ithe same time with the cloister.-— See Publiq 
ScHooi^s. :. 

The KiTCHBy;— rAt the back of the 7th preben-^ 
dal house^ wbiph anciently bf;Ionged to the coqui- 
narius, or kitchener of the monastery, in a line 
with the west end of the refectory, the remains of 
a spacious octagonal apartment was explored 
with attention by Mr* Green ; and ultimately with 
success, as.&r as regards the ascertaining of the 
use, to. which. ^ singular and so secluded a struc* 
ture bad originally been designed : its diameter is 
34l feet, and its height, from the present bottom of 
it, (which appears to be much raised above its ori- 
ginal flcforing*, by its own ruins, or by those of 
adjacent buildings) to the heads of the window^^ 
11 feet. Its open and blank windows, of whi^h 
there were seven, of a well-proportioned and uni-* 
form gothic shape and size, occupy in series the 
planes or sides of the building, the wall of whicb;^ 
in the highest part, is 12 feet, and in others not 
more than 4 feet above their points; and, from these 

^ The floor of the IdtoheD, now in nso in tbis prebeodal beoio, ig'8 feet 
below |h« leTol 9f Ui« sufiice of the earth within tbii> Indldioe^. 
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remarks, this place is presamed to lie tbe andent 
CQuventual kitchen. 

The Cellarage, beneath tbe refectory, appears 
to have been equal to the services to which it w«9 
devoted by its founders. 

The Oven of the monasterf was at the extreme 
south comer of its precincts, near the Severn, on 
the scite on which Mrs. Marriott's liouse now 
stands. 

The Lavatort.— Not fiir from the deor of the 
refectory, turning from the south ofthe west cloister^ 
are still to be seen the remains of the old lavatory^ 
or cistern for washing; but its tin or leaden lining 
is gone. The lavatory, in cotivents, was usually 
placed near the entrance of the refectory hall ; it 
was a small reservoir of water, in which the monk^ 
were required to wash their bands when going to, 
or returning from, their meals. Water to drink 
^as supplied from another cistern, probably within 
tljiedoor of the refectory, and pipes were' branched 
to the kitchen and to the infirmaiy. The layatory 
was supplied with water from a spring on Hinewick 
(Hen^ick) hill *, a place distant from the cloister 
abo,ut 1600 yards, on the other side of the river ; 
irl^ence a leaden pipe was laid, along Hinton lane,, 
and drawn over the Severn, underneath the pave-* 
meat of the old bridge ; it was thence conducted^ 
^lon^ the river side, and conveyed fountain water 

* Tile waters at H^Qwiok bill are f^id to po«jie|0i(l^ Mine pro^rtieft 
as the Malvem VfMe^s, 



Digitized by 



Google 



to the elei9^. King Hearjir IV, ^ 4eedy beuriof 
^tfi th# 9ltli pf May, in tb^ St^.y^arof : Us rdgn, 
enjoined the bailifiB and all- ofioers to be aiding 
and aanfetiikglo the pi^ioc and convent in the work 
of this .aqnedhict) and directed that tkey should 
have free Uhcsty at all tkneg.to mend their pipfos 
whenever Aey. required it In pursuance of *thig) 
there was a comfpositton made, and inteit^hangeab^ 
sealed, between the convent and tiie prior on 
ene part, and the baiUfis andaMermen of the city 
on the other pert ; die condition on the part of the 
pricur and convent was tha» expressed, ^^ That, fbr 
the wore worship of the bailiffs amd iJdei^iDen, 
their tnaces. might be borne before them, (a privi-* 
lege th«y. had been restrained from by a former 
¥mg Wmtjy unless in the presence of the king ot 
his children) within the precincts of the ceraetry, 
6r the sanctuary, although out of thc^ liberty of the 
city, and Ifliewise in the parish of St. John^^s, in 
Bedwardihe." In pursuance of this composition, 
Ihe niayor and ofl{cers of the corporation walk-one^ 
a year in their formalities, on the Friday before 
Palm Sunday, in the suburb of St. John's, which is 
Ae fitir day of St. John, and the day before tte great 
lair of Worcester. The condition on the part of 
die citiz^s, was, ** That the prior and convent 
should have free liberty to lead their conduit pipe 
Oyer the bridge, and through such streets and lanes 
as were most convenient.'* This pipe,^ in the civil 
wars, was every where torn up. There was a more 
aadent lavatory, mentioned by Hemingus, adorn« 
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ed witb tbe carved klan^^^WtYik &M6ii&Wo^ of 
Wfaitstanesy whioh Wi^^tak^n doM^'l^ Aie l^dign^of 
William iheConqyeror.' ' '..;.; '^::i Jv- 
. The Tow AR.«««Tkdi fumiBhingitheealhMral'Witih 
a tower was the neiit. labour tindertarfcen ^in ^aVry*- 
iiig on th^ improvements of thie mdmisierjr. u Near 
a century before thml present: tqwer^/Wasri^rected/ 
Micholas^: Archdeacon* ofElj .aiMJt'^Ghaiicelilor >clf 
Euglacid^ Wiho iwas bishop of''»this'-.8ee::riot^ quile 
t^ year^ g^ve^ ampbgother tienefabtions 'to tliia 
elkureh, 60 mjArks fov . re?edifyiiig the toiler : .this 
donation was paid% bis executors to the taorist.of 
the iiioDafttery, a.^d» 138L The tower waa^fifliah- 
edin th^ year 1374; it k 163' feet jbigh,arisiiig'. 
from the centre of th^iigreat. cross: {(iale, .^aild di^ 
viding the choir from itbe im^e of the church. Tihe 
eieteraal embellisbniietits of this strficturei^iMf^ ^J^r 
celled by none ia th^ I^agdoju, for their rjchqesa^ 
the series of tabernacle. work which, sur^cHinds its 
iipper stage^ compr^heBding the iwindpifi^ of thq 
bell-room, and the .figures placed .ab^t theip, i% 
an arrangement pf tbe joQ^eri^ {^pthic.deQpration^ 
that has left litdeof imp^oy^mept^disQOverablefiii 
the same ^tyle of embeUi^hment, ev^n in ti^e latest 
instances of its .use ;in£!Mrope; \' i. . • 

The FiGJUKisSy-pu the east facade of the. tower, 
have evidently an ^Ipsipn to its founders, from the 
instruments which are held in some of their hand^. 
The ceptre one is a. king, probably Edward IIL 
towards the latter end of whose reign the .tower, 
wa^ completed. The two bishops aite presumed to 



Digitizectby 



Google 



96 

he Nicholas De Ely, a beneiactdr to the. work, add 
•William. Lyna, at that time Bishop of Worcent^. 
On the south side a king in armour, robed and 
crowned, presumed to be Henry III. who had 
granted the outward ward of the castle to the use of 
the churchy for the purpose of enlarging its precincts 
to the south, and in whose presence the church had 
been newly consecrated in 1S18 : on his right is:a 
bishop with a church in his hands, and on his left 
another with a crosier. Those on the west front 
are figures of two bishops und a king, disposed in 
the same order with the preceding ones, only that 
the king is uncovered and represented with a 
beard. On the north side, which faces the city, 
the Virgin Mary, with the infant Saviour in her 
arms, occupies the centre niche ; in that to the east 
is St. Oswald, and St. Wulstan in the one to the 
west. The top of the tower is terminated by four 
handsome pinnacles of open wojrk,.aad surrounded 
with corresponding battlements. The Chapter of 
Worcester, about the close of the la^t century, 
erected^thpse pinnacles, and new cased some of the 
outward walls ^f the^ cathedral, at the expense of 
several thousand pounds., / . 

Roofs and Y.AULTiNG.^-rTh^ vaulting of th^ 
several parts of the cathedral, the original roofing 
of which was principally c6nstructed of wood, 
(except the side aisles of the choir and St. Mary> 
Ghapel^ which had their roofe vauUed.or arched with 
stone,) was now undertaken and completed in the 
following order: Sishop Cobham vaulted with 
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totone th^TMf of thli north able of tlie navc^ wUcK 
at liR jowf] 'expense, he completed a. d. 1SS7, t1i4 
>^ar in'wfaidihe'diecly and was interred in U, 6p^ 
^iite itbe li'ihdour if est of Jesug Chape) ;-^he cfaa«> 
pei of thfe Blessed Mary Magdalen was vaulted in 
IS75 ;«^the choir, the i^^reat crosg aisle, and the 
"^litar of St« Thomas, 1976 ;--^the vaulting over the 
nave of the church, the library, and the treasury, 
in ISn. . 

The flishion of thi» vaolting/partakes both of 
those' of the time of Henry III. and Edward II; 
Theribsrare of free«gtt>ne, arising fronf their \m^ 
posts, and spreading ■ themselveft over the inner 
Aces of the arches, and with transoms dividing tfa^ 
T006 into angular compartments, emaniented at 
their intersections by orbs, foliage^ heads, and other 
embossed devioes. Under the belfry, the springer^ 
are more entkhed with tracery than in any paH of 
the roofe*. It is in tfa^ place necessary again to 
advert to the sculptural deedrations of the'cburcb 
which yet remain, vi^. those heads and figures in 
groiipes, t^hich uppear on the key-stones of tho 
ro(^, tiiote'especially those in the Ladies' Chapel 
and in the middle aisle of the nave. The one td 
th^ east has the if oly Virgin with the* iifiknt Sa- 
viour in her lap ; the nes^t has a bishop, probably 
St. Wulslan; the Sd^ St. Oswald ; and the 4thy 
King Edgar crowned: ihese are all whole lengtii 
figures, and form the foiling points of the four' 

* Jaoaary, 1791^ an advfrliment wai inaertecl in the papers for werk* 
. jnen to repair die roof of (be cathedril. 
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ftrches indudcd^ in the Ladies* ChaffiL The btif* 
stones ef t6e arckee of 'the thovt hsLvitig wAj coffih 
Ipositions of the foliage upoli theiii) i?e pass to dM 
latter, ivlifeh faas many excellent masks in it, par^ 
ticalarly that in the i^entre of the last aicb but on* 
in Bishop Wakefield's work ; it is a head encom^ 
]pass«d with foliage; angels, bisbc^s^ and kings 
cfaiedy occupy the rest, sih|^y or in groiipes* Oa 
the south side, at the junction of the Saxon ardite 
with the nave, are two fifpires on a line wifli dia 
planiB' of HiiB lower arcades,, but attadied totlie 
Saxon pillar ; the upper one is a groles^ae %iire^ 
tile loW€^ a man standings in & sort of rostnim 
preaching; the head is gone, it is at this part whero 
we have another instance of denatcatioii in tli6 
building of this church ; that the boundary of ifa 
nave, as designed by Bishop Blois, termiaaied at 
this place, tb^se figure^ wwe meant to denote, in 
the same manner as those Idreaify spoken of At flie 
west end of the choir had done, by directing their 
looks eastwards ; these figures are coeiral wkb the 
nave, as are also those heads At the sjpritogs of the 
ontward mouldings of the principal archfeft on the 
north side : the arches on the south side are whollj 
diestitute of ornament. The series of fijgnrei^ 
which are uniformly placed in the division of tMr 
arcades on each side of the midAe aide of the L»* 
dies' Chapel, the upper cross aisle^ t&e ximir, vA4 
on the north side of the nave, were ninong thler 
most respectable of the sculfitores which adorned 
this cathedral ; many of iiMsx wove SHi|^e %im^ 
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olMrs-Mrereg^oitpes of t^to figuf^s/sdnief seated 
Mid others standing^, and? from th^ir elevated si- 
tiiat«>n, appear, to be . the size of life : but, tjieir 
having received so general and severe a visitatioa 
from the ruthless r^rmers of another age, and 
their, mutilations! beieg so completely destructive, 
w^ ar ijingle trace has survived to sliew us under 
ivbat order of the > monkish tribes they should be 
eloissed.: it may, however, be concluded, from the 
h^uries.they have sustained, that they Imld no sub- 
ordinate rank in their legends. The beada of the 
^bole* assemblage are gone; enough, however, 
fitill remains of many of their figures, to confirm 
an opinion of their more than common merit as 
the production of art, so ancient as near the mid- 
dle 'of the 14th century. 

Thb DoRiriTORY. — Near the lavatory, about the 
middle of the west cloister, is a door very arched, 
wfaith was formerly the entrance into the dormitory, 
m great room, where the beds of the monks were 
placed. That building was begun a. n. 1375, and 
in August, 1377, it was furnished with beds: it 
was ISO feet long and 60 feet wide, and its vaulted 
litone roof was supported by five large pillars^ 
ranged along its centre : it was at first an open 
hall, presenting at once to the keeper's view the 
whole range of beds on each side, and all his 
sleeping fiimily reposed therein. The dortor, dor- 
toir, or dormitory, . was under the care of the subr 
prior, called the master of the frater-hpuse, or vice* 
ipricNr, Afterwards the monks had. their cells 
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divided. Their rule obligfed them to sleep alwayf 
in their clothes, without taking off even their gir^ 
dl^s. The ruins of this building now forms a gar* 
den indosure, wherein may yet be seen, along the 
sides of its-patched-up walls, traces of windows and 
iloors, after the gothic modeL 

The spital, for lodging poor travellers and pil- 
grims, was a room 50 feet in length and 20 in 
breadth ^ it is probable these lodgings were in; a' 
chamber over the present west entrance into the 
north cloister, between the cathedral and the dor- 
mitory. \f ■ . 

In the month <tf October, 1375, the new work 
about the stalls was begun. What this new, work 
was, is uncertain, unless it were the preparation 
for erecting the stalls, which was done a.d. 1379, 
or A. n. 1376 the altar of St, Thomas was set up ; 
A. D. 1378 the treasury, library, and the water- 
gate were erected; the treasury was contiguoug 
to the library, over the south aisle of the nave of 
the cathedral ; it is supposed there must have been 
a gate to the river before this period. In 1379J 
the area of the choir, and the chapels of St. Tho- 
mas and Magdalen, were paved. 

Th£ Infirmary of this convent was built the 
same year v the eeite of this structure was immew 
diately westward, beyond the dormitory, hy which 
it was separated only by *a narrow passage, now 
called Dark Alley, and on the verge of the Severn. 
It was there the monks, when sick, had suitable 
attendance, medicine, and diet: it was notun- 
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veuid even for priors, wd^ desperaie diseases, to 
be removed iliitlier in oiider to partake of its b^ 
nefits* Two IfiSty waUs of this building yet re^ 
nain, and c^istilute, oae of them the southern 
side of th^. eighth pr^bend^l house, and titeotheci 
the north side of the pipth prebendal house^ ThQ 
sp^ce now uncovered between these walls was an- 
^^ntly a, publio rooip, as appears ^om the state* 
Ijkoess of tjhe windows, whose arches, still pre* 
s^ryed ii^ the nortb wall, were elaborately wroi^ht^ 
Either ih^ hall or the ^hapdi of the infirmary must 
have been on the lower floor, and in the story 
ajbove ir«ve ti^ lodgings for the patients. 

Tub Al^TAR.*-^Those altars with which the pre« 
9ent cathedral was fiimished, either by St Wul* 
^|m or fathers, whkhlMtye come to our knowledge^ 
tpe the high or choral altar; the altar of the 
Keesed Fii'gin, in the Ladies' Chi^pel, beneath the 
gveaA eafi^ witudow ; ^ altar of 8a^ct9 Criwis? or 
%ke Holy Cross in the great ero^s aisle, wlii^re npjw 
^ DHWIMaieQt of Bishop Hough is placed;, tho 
fltar of St. Simon mA St* Ju(de, in the saipe aisle^ 
and wh&re Bishop Madox'9 mpnuraent is erected ; 
the altar of St. Edmui^ whose chapel was in the 
south transept of ^ gir^t cross. ai#le; and tlie 
altar ^f St. J-ohn the BapMst, at the seooiiid pillar; 
from the nortl^we4 suppuHrt of tJhe tower, in the 
nave. la f^ilj(OA to t^ose, we find the follawing 
aA^nrs membiwed^ but their precise sltuat^ns cw^ 
not he satjiftictorily ascertained : vi;. the altar? of 
SI. Mary Miigdaleo> 8t^ JNicbolns, Si;. Ge^ge, ap4 
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St. Thom9fi. It 18 to lie remarked, that alth^ngli 
tlie higk dtars were^ not always placed agai^8t the; 
walls, yet some of tbe lesser or requiem altars 
w«re; and tbat.as the high altars have aq easterly 
fiosition in churehes, so the le^er ones have gener 
rally that station in the various lapels, oratories 
&e. where they are erected. Jn tHe Ladifs' C%a-^ 
pel, the ascent to her altar still remains. In tk^ 
north aisle qf that chapel, and parallel in situatiWf 
the ascent to an altar, formerly there, was takm 
away, when L^dy Middleton's monumeiU wa^ 
fjlaeed un^er its east window, prior to that of HrSt 
Rae, since erected. In the south aisle, under i44 
east window, where now the Consistory Court is 
held, the ascent ^ an altar remains. In tbe Bi-^ 
shop's and Dem's Chapels, the ascents to Iheir re- 
opeetive altars remain. The altars of th^ Holj^ 
CrpfiB, St Simon and Jude, and of S^. Edmund^ n 
the great cross aisle, had the same ascents to thei«« 
The altars of St. John the Baptist, in the nave,^ 
and of Jesus Chapel, which last was taken down^ 
by I>eaa Barlow> a. n. 1550, had each the like as- 
cent to them. Every trace of the five laM named 
was swept away hy the reforms made in that part 
of the church, and for the reception of the ^»mu^ 
nents already mentioned. The altar in Prinee 
Arthur's Chapel had also an elevation at j)U fc^ot, 

TJie original altars, or tables, were all takettr 
away or de$tr<^^ at the time of the Reforaatioo^ 
as objects of superstition ; the destruction waa 
contiini^ throqgh the pyritanieal period of the 
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Usnrpation, and its ruinous effects were so complete 
and general throughout the kingdom, that there 
is not at this time, in England or Wales, one to 
be found of greater antiquity than the Restoration; 
This fact was not long since discovered, upon an 
enquiry of some judicious antiquaries, with a view 
to the ^ec^ion of an altar in the church of Stw 
Catherine, nenr tlie tower, that should correspond 
with* that ancient fabric. Bishop Blandford gives 
Gs the following particulars respecting th^ ancient 
high altar of this cathedral, at the time it was 
receiving the prescribed regulations of the grand 
reform:' 

' • 1547.— t'he great brass candlestick, and the heani 
of timber before the high altar, were taken down. 

1548.— On the 20th October was taken away the 
cup, with the body of Christ, from the high altar 
6f St. Mary's church, (the cathedral) and from 
ether churches and chapels in Worcester. 

1650.— King Edward Vi. commanded that all 
altars, crucifixes; and roodsellers, should be pulled 
down, and to have long tabled of wood, and there- 
upon MksH said in English. 

1551, Aug. 12.— The high altar was demolished. 

1556. — The Ladies' Chapel was furnished with 
iLTi altar : this took place when the choir was re*- 
stored, after it had been destroyed in 1551^ at 
ivhich .time «lso the high altar was replaced, and 
the upper window of the eastern part of the chareh 
jBew glazed. 

Thb Hoi*y Roo}D.~The rood was an image of 
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fjkvhi upon Hbe cfosS) generally made of wood, 
and placed .on a loft ; tke phiee betiri&g th^ xefod** 
loft wafi called a reredosse :-— tode, or rood^ is j» 
Saxon, word .sigaifying crosft. The loft^ which 
was erected for the purpose, was. just over tha 
passage o\it of the church into the chancel, in tha 
lesser of rural churches, where we now usually 
find the king^s armt^; and in cathed^-als, and ia 
the larger churches, in th^t part which separates 
the choir from the body or nave, and where, as at 
Westminster^ Canterbury, and at; this and other 
cathedrals, the organ is no\v placed. The rood 
was not considered as complete without the imagea- 
of the Virgin, and St. John, standing on either 
side of the cross, in allusion to the scriptures : the 
mystery covered by this device is said to be the 
church militant, denoted by the body or nave of 
the church, and the church triuaiphant, signiiied 
by the chancel or choir ; an(J that those who will 
pass from the sanctum to the sanctorum, a distinc* 
tion by which the same places in churches are also 
known, must go under the cross, and suffer afflic- 
tion ere they arrive at that felicity. These holy 
roods were of great esteem^ many miracles having 
been pretended to have been done at them. The 
festival of the exaltation of the cross, Sqpt. 14, and 
holy rood day is the same. 

Caossfis. — Of the several crosses erected in and 
about the city of Worcester, the high cross, (which 
was de&ced 1^29) before the ancient Guildhall^ 
may ]}e supposed to hav^ beca the most elegant : 
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die gnm gmm^ situate where the mifrhet wasf tiMy 
hf St Nichel»»* thai^h, appears to have been next 
ki eoMideratioH : the grass cross ivitd taken dofrn^ 
iittd the market-hoHse set up, a. d. 1S76. The 
feross at Loseoioor, the citoss at Red HiU, that 
Without Sidbury-g;ate, and the one on the TeWkes^ 
bury-road, as mentioned in the ancient penrmbu* 
ItBition of the city bounds, inay be considered a» 
Iroad crosses. The ancient cross at the monument 
of Duke Wiferd and his Lady Alta, within the 
sanctuilry of the cathedral, and that at Whitstanes 
\n the north suberbs of the city, were entirely de- 
Votional structures ; they served also as places for 
receiving spiritual instruction, from preachers ap« 
pointed to give sermons in public in imitation of 
the primitive practice, as hath already been ob- 
served, and as stations at which religious ceremO'-^ 
nies and processions began or ended in the public 
pageants of the church. 

Images.^— To Egwin, third bishop of Worcester 
and first abbot of Evesham, is attributed the first 
pretence for introducing images into the churches 
of Britain, and their worship gained great fame 
to the church of Worcester, not only in England, 
but abroad ; for, according to Bayle, Egwin was 
enjoined by the Virgin Mary, when she appeared 
to him, to make her an image, which she would 
have worshipped at Worcester. On the visitation 
of the church of Worcester, a very large, image of 
our lady, held in great reverence, was found, when 
^tripped of the veils that covered it, to be the statue 
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of a bishop 10 feet hi^b. On the 10th of Janaarj^ 
1547, all thef images on -the high altar and tbroiigh«< 
out the church, and all the other churches of Wor« 
cester, were destroyed, and on the 17th ' of May^ 
1560, the cross and images of our lady were burnt 
in the church-yard. 

CHAP£Ls.*^In the church of Worcester, we arei^ 
enabl<sd to trace the following chapels t our Ladies* 
chapel, at the east end of the cathedral ; theinclo- 
sUre of this chapel is described by bishop Blavdford 
to have been of white stone, and iron within and 
without ; it was demolished by Dean Barlow, a. d. 
1556. In the collateral aisles o\ that chapel, the 
altars anciently placed under each of their east 
winddws sufficiently denote that a chapel was in«- 
cluded in each, but to what saint or martyr they 
wet*e respectively devoted we remain uninformed. 
A similar account to the preceding is all we can 
render of the two chapels on the north and soufth 
transepts of the upper cross aisle, where altars 
were also placed. The chapel in the south tran* 
sept appears to have received a name as the place 
of sepulchre of the deans; not .less than four, out of 
the first five of these dignitaries in succession from 
the suppression of the ancient monastery, were 
interred there ; it has from thence been denomi*^ 
nated the Dean's Chapel. The chapel in the north 
transept has latterly, been distinguished by no par- 
ticular denomination ; its patron saint and its altar^ 
which probably bore the name of that saint, are 
now no longer known. Modern events have fre- 
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qnentljr given occasioft for siibftlitutiog;: new nam^ 
to {daces aad thitig» feifracdsly known by others : it 
has, doubUesa^ already been so with the Dean's 
Chapel^ and the same fete k is probable may attend 
this^ which may pei'haps'be recognized by the 
^^ Bishop's Chapel," in contradistinciiea to the 
former, and in reference to the interment of Bishop 
Barry, whose monument is placed therein; it» 
forming the right arm* of the upper cross, and its 
being on that side of the cathedral on which the 
episcopal residence is situated. The vestry to the 
east, we may conclude, was also anciently a distinct 
chapel, the ascent to which remains at its present- 
entrance. The chapel. of St. Edmund, whereia 
was a pair of organs, was situate in the south- 
transept of the great cross aisle, near the altar of 
St. Simon and St. Jude ; and the chapel of St* 
Greorge, made of timber, grated with iron, and 
furnished with a great pair of organs, the scite of 
which is, however, not poi^ited out, were both, 
pulled down by Dean Barlow, a. d. 1550. Chapels 
of the kind of the two last-mentioned were mere 
inclosures at the end of an aisle, or in the recess 
of some arch, as already intimated : it is probable 
that the Chapel of St. Greorge corresponded in si- 
tuation with that of St. Edmund, and was placed 
in the north transept of the same aisle. Jesus 
Chapel is still in being, and is coeval in its erec- 
tion with the north side of the nave, to which it is 
attached. Over this chapel, and also over the 
north porch, it appears that lodgings had anciently 
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been prorided for those wbo were apipoiftted to 
watch the church ; a 6re*[dace is fouBd in each, 
/ami over the porch a snail oven is madei in the 
wall OB the north side aisle of the ,nave. The 
^ehapel of the cbarael house, in which a service 
adapted to its uses wc^ appeiatod, had also its 
altar; that chapel, and we may conclude its altar 
ako, w«re dedicated to St. Thomas the Martyr. 

SnaiNsSi^—Inihis church th^re is now no trace 
to be found of either the fixed or the portable 
«hriae : in the ancient church of St. Peter, Won 
eester, it appears Aere was more than one shrine, 
for the spoils of the conqueror, from off the long 
shrine, were eight pounds of gold or silver ; ano*- 
ther shrine at least is therefore implied in Aat 
account ; it is probable one of them was that of 
St. Oswald, whose relics, on the opening of the 
present caithedral, were put into a new shrine, but 
to whom the other might belong is not known. 

Bbx<ic8.*-* Of this '^ holy mummery" there have 
been only two in the church of Worcester, to 
whom supetnatliral effects were ascribed; these 
were the saints Oswald and Wulstan. The church 
of Worcester had supplies from other quarters, 
among which were '^ a arme of Seynt Edmunde^ 
the Bysshoope ; a arm of Seynt Romane, the Bys«f 
shoope, coveryde yn certen placis with selver; 
unaTitta cirra caput Ste. Margarete, with selver; 
with othar gamyssynge with selver abowte the 
liede ; xi thonsande v gyns, in part of a skul of 
ilerfiird's tombe, gamyssyde in gold and gylte^** 
^. &^ii,mmSeiB alio Prime jMmr^$ Chapd, 
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FoKTs: — The ancient font of this church was 
placed on the west side of the second pillar, below 
the great cross aisle, near the upper south entrance 
of the nave, and opposite to the altar of St. John 
the Baptist, which stood at the foot of the corre- 
sponding pillar on the north side of the nave, near 
Jesus Chapel; according to Leland, it was of black 
marble, with the following inscription upon it: 
'" Ihscripth baptisterii in nigro mmmore, — Jlic 
fons est *oitcd^ mundandi quicunque venite. SuscipU 
ista reosj et parit unda deos**^ The present font is 
of a square form, unornamented, and situate in 
Jesus Chapel. 

Painted Glass is supposed to have been ge« 
nerally in use in our churches in the time of Henry 
III. although even plain glass windows were rare- 
ly found in any other building, except in houses 
of people of the highest distinction^ before the 
time of Henry VIII. The church of New Sarum 
was one of the first that received this captivating 
ornament in its windows, of which they had both 
painted and stained glass. The ancient windows 
of this cathedral bad never any verf remarkable 
decoration of this kind to boast^ beyond crowned 
or enthroned kings, praying prelates or priors, 
kneeling, knights, or pious ladies, and these very 
thinly scattered, compared with many others of our 
cathedral churches of inferior note. The number 
of coats of arms was so considerable at the fttme 
Mr. AbUdgdon took his account of them, that b6 
judged it proper to notice none that had been put 
|]p within 100 year« preceding his taking bis surver 
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. df this cathedral ; his list is, notwithstanding, very 
numerous. The names and arms of other benefac 
tors to the monastery were also painted on the 
windows of the cloisters, the chapter house, and 
the refectory, of which Symonds has drawn many, 
and noticed near @00 others. These combined 
objects formed the whole of this species of embel- 
lishment the church of Worcester possessed. The 
vigilant discrimination of Dr. Thomas has given 
names to many of them which had not been known 
to Mr. Abingdon, and many illustrations, of which 
they stood in much need to be at all useful : and, to 
the same end. Dr. Nash has also been eminently 
instructive, in his collection of the arms of the 
Worcestershire families. 

Organs.-— In the cathedral of Worcester, we 
find mention made of several organs having been 
erected for the nse of its choir and chapels. The 
chapel of St. Edmund, wlierein was a pair of or- 
gans, and the chapel of St. George, in which was 
a great pair of organs, were pulled down by Dean 
Barlow, a, n. 15f.O. The great organ, supposed 
to have been in the choir, was taken down on the 
SOth Angust, 1551. In J 556, a pair of organs 
was set up on the north side of the choir ; these, 
it may be supposed, remained till . the civil wars 
in the next centuiy, when it appears that the two 
fair pair of organs, which were found in the cathe- 
dral, were broken. 

In the great eynod^ held at Westminster, Jan. 
}SQ2-39 Dn Wilson, afterwards Dean of Worces* 
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i^^ was one of thoe^ who voted for the remoTnl 
of organs out of churches, wbieh. was thrown out 
of tte lower house of convocation by one vote oaiy, 
69 against 58 : and Mr* To wnshend, in his Jaurmi 
of the Siege of Worcester, a. d. 1646, says, ** Ju\y 
SS,— •This day many gentlemen went to 6 o'clock 
.prayers to the college, to take their Uwt ftrewel 
of the Church of England service, the organs hay- 
ing been taken down on the 20th." The oi^n of 
this cathedral, which, with its gallery, termiaaites 
the west end of the clioir, consists of nine stops, 
enjd is esteemed a fine instrument : it is of a dimen* 
sion proportionate to the church, .and forma a 
magnificent obj^t, view^ either from the nave or 
the choir. In the account of its erection, in the 
arehieves of the Dean and Chapter, as produced by 
Thomas Dallam, organ^inaker, io 1613, it is termed 
^^ the new double organs ;" the expense attending 
its building was defrayed by a voluntary contribu«' 
tion. On the west front of its gallery, on the cop- 
pice, is the following inscriptiiMi : ^' These honour* 
able and worshipful gentlemen, whose arms are 
Jiere placed, were contributors to^tards this gallery^ 
A. D. 1614." In the centre are three coats; viz. 
the arms of the see of Worcester, impaling those 
of Bishop Parry; beneath which are tiiose of the 
J}ean and Chapter, and Talbot, Earl of Shrews* 
bury : then, b^us^ning on tbe north side of these 
are Thomas Lord Windsor, Sir John Pafcingtoa 
and bis Lady, Sir H^iiry Bromley, Sir Edward 
Bkuot, Sir Thomas ibiaael, Sir Armdd Lygon^ 
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Sir Williftiii Walsh and bm Ladjr^ Sir Edward PItf » 
Sir Thomas Bigg% Sir Francis Egiockey Sir John 
Buck^ Sir William Saadys, Sir John Rous, ^ 
Boudench, one unknown, Humphrey Paekington^ 
of Cfaadsley, Henry Ljgon^ 'Fionas Russel, Johii 

Haaford, Ed. Newport^ of Haadley, WilliaiM^ 

Leonard JcfffireyS) of EarFs Cronb -^^-^-^ Ding^ley, 
of Carlton, Wm. Savage, of Elinl^, John Wash- 
borne, Cornwall Bar6nai, Esqrs. Sir Edmund 
Wyl/de, one unknown, Sir John Acton, of WoL* 

verton : on the south side. Lord Corapton, 

Lncy, Sir John Scudamore, one unknown, ■■■■ , ■ ■ m 
Yemy, one unknown, Sir Clement Throckmorton, 
Sir Wm. Somerville, Thomas Spencer, of Clatrer- 
don, Esq, two unknown, ■ ■ Talbot, two 

others unknown, Thomas Coventry, Esq. 

Peto, quartering Loges and Langley, the same, 
one unknown, William Gower, Francis Harewell, 
—— Warmstry, .— — Copley, of Bredon, Esqtf • 
one unknown, Thomas Cocks, Esq. of Crowle, one* 
unknown, Wm. Richardson, f^q. and Dr. Helme, 
Chancellor; — in the whole 57 coats. These, how* 
ever, form but few more than half the contributors 
to the setting up of this organ ; for the rest, the 
sums subscribed and other particulars, see Appen^ 
dix to Green. 

On a plane in the centre of this front of the 
organ is a painting of the Virgin Mary with our 
Saviour in her arms ; underneath which the arms 
of the see are repnesented, displayed by two naked- 
boys, withdrawing a large drapery from- heSbr^ 
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tlietti. The east front of the gallery, towards the^ 
choir, has a good imitation of a marble parapet or 
screen, inclosing the floor of the gallery, oter the 
stalls of the choir. On this side the lesser or chair 
organ is seen, as coihmunicating with th^ great 
one ; it consists of five stops : in it^ painted deco- 
rations, the arms of the see are represented as on 
the west front, over which, answerable to the situ- 
ation of the Virgin and Cliild, as already described, 
an angel is seen, sounding a trumpet and holding 
an olive branch in his left hand. Ttie carvings on 
the top are the King's arms, without the support- 
ers, from which, on each side a bold festoon, richly 
composed of flowers, fruits, &c. is suspended ; at 
the bottom of the larger pipes on each side are 
carved heads of cherubim. The pipes of the chair 
organ have their tops inserted behind the expanded 
plumes of a large cherub's wing, which spreads 
Qver the whole line ; a pretty design, but indiffer- 
ently executed. This organ appears to have sur- 
vived the outrages committed upon the others found 
in the cathedral at the time of the great rebellion, 
without much damage, no account of its being 
either removed or repaired occurring till the early 
part of Dean Waugh's time, when the following 
chapter order was made to complete the liberal 
repair it received under his direction ; viz. ^^ 6th 
March, 1752, whereas it appears upon experience 
that £200, formerly agreed on, wiU not ^e suffi- 
cient to add the stops that are wanting in the gr^ii 
ergan, and to make it full, perfect, and complete 
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In all its partis; ordered that jglOO more be allow-^ 
ed, in all ^300, eflfecttially to repair and finish 
the same." The trumpet stop, introduced at this 
time, is esteemed the finest of the kind in England ; 
the stopped diapason is also peculiarly excellent t 
the great characteristic of this noble instrument is 
its sweetness a¥id fulness of tone, to which this part 
of the cathedra], well adapted for sound, does the 
amplest justice. 

Bei^ls. — ^When the tower of the (Cathedral was 
completed,- the bells, anciently but five, were re-^ 
moved out of the cloche, or leaden steeple, and 
placed therein ; they were supposed to be equal 
to those of York, of which the largest weighed 
6,6001bs. There are now eight, but cast at diflPer- 
ent times, on which are the following inscriptions : 
-—1. God save our King, 1640.— *3. In horiore Sci 
Wolstan Epi. — 5. Richardo Eedes Decano. 1602. J. 
G. B. M.— «6. Hoc opus in inspicito, Jesu vertute 
faveto.— 7. Miserere Deus meus: habeo nomen, 
Gaufreus. (Arms, France and England.)— 

8. — I, sweatly toalinjj, -raen doe call, 

To. taste on rneate that feads the soule.*— 1648. 

On the interment of King John, a present mWcb 
more valuable than that of his body was made to 
this church. The close of the monastery had hi« 
therto been much too narrow for the offices belong- 
ing to it. Ever since the reign of the Norman 
Conqueror, whose sherifi^, Urso D'Abitot, had 
carried the grafF or mote of the castle nearer the 
church than had been attempted before, and bad 
.1? 
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t^p ^w^ {^rt qf t;be l>Qrial ^^uod of the q^onks, 
Ibpre bad b^mi e^rpDg ea0)|p]^|n^, A favour^U^ 
pppertunity pf redfe^a iras offered in 1216^ when 
tbe JE^irl of ^pmbrcA^ and the Pope'a legate 
ibrptight the KiAg -$ e^H^ie <^'bjB iBteired b^r^c this 
gF^at ^eneraly aoga after made reagent of the iii^- 
dpfn, I4nd0r4o€^ the. enlarging^ the church pre«- 
cincts, by granting, in the young king'® name, the 
northern ntoiety,cir puter ward of Worcester. castle, 
to the use of St, Mary's conveiii fofc eji?er. The 
Itflli^n kgi4e, as if his master had a piroperty in 
fthe d^ineaneisi of the English crewn, cenctimd 
i^ilh th^ r^ent in the gi^nt: fifte^ i^ars after 
tho king himself cdnfirmed U* ThP' water-gate^ 
toirardd tha riv^, <th« present water-gate was 
built ii» 1^78^ but there mu^t hav9 be^ a gate 

, there before) and Edgar's gate, which was the 
eaetera ayenu^^ are the only edifices belonging te 
this ward of the castle that were preser¥ed : but 
on the scite of it, several modern buildings have 

. been erected, to the e»&i and south of the area, 
now called the College Green ; and Dr. Thomas 
adds, Ihst eyen part of the present cloister stands 
on the ground that Jbe&re belonged to the Ncmnaii 
fortress : nor is it in the least improbable; for, ad» 
•xaitting the mote of the ancient castle to hare 
approached no nearer to tjie cathedral than on a 
line from Edgar's tower, between the College 
Gre»i and the refisctory, in. ks direct course to the 
Severn^ ;diere was then no great cause for Arch- 
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bisbbp Aldred's denouncing the slieriff fto bis ili^ 
trusion mi Utie cBurch, as Ibere was t!ien neiilrlj as 
great a di^taiM^ between the mote and tbe cathe^* 
dral as tbe c^metry on its nortb side occUJdied^ 
between the ijbnrcb and tbe bonnds of its ^reeiiicts 
towards tbe city. It is bei^e ako io bd t^enarked, 
tbat it was no less a period tban 165 years aft(»r 
Urso D'ABitot's time, tbat any buiidiM^ we iM:>w see 
soutb of tbe catbedral And belonging to k was 
erected, tbe first of which was Ibe priorj; amd 
more tban 300 years befer^ tbe refectOf y, cloisters, 
and cbapteT'^bbuse were built. To have been, 
therefore, that isort of annoyance to tte obnrch as 
to have indticed tbe irenom of episcopal anatbefl^a, 
-the course of the graff of tbe fertress most likely 
entrenched on holy ground, so Ikr as to eut off 
neatiy brif Of Hie Whole of tbe doisters-, as we now 
isee tfaem^ in a direct Hue from «a6t t^ w^st^ Soon 
after 'this donation, menlSoned ab<dve, the prior 
and convent raised an embattled WaH, to separate 
their new aci^nisitidn froth the other moiety of the 
castle, which was reserved for the use of the king 
and ^is sheriiFs : patt of this waH, extending i^om 
Edgar's tower more than half way towards tbe 
river, is how remaining. Without this wall there 
was left a ft-ee-board or open passage to the river, 
at least 16 feet wide, which has since been taken 
away, io prevent the escape of prisoners, and tbe 
late county goal, trailed tbe castle, is now contiguous 
to tbe wall. But, notwithstanding th^ grant of 
H^nry til. the scite of tbe demolished ward of the 
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castle was still claimed by th^, sberiffs^ ..who ymre 
Earls of Worcester, till, in 1276, they relinquished 
all further pretensions to it, in due form of law, 
in consideration of 100^ paid bj'the moiiks. 

The Sanctuary. — The. Church of Worcester 
was among^ those that enjoyed the privilege of 
sanctuary in its fullest plenit^de : its institution is 
of very ancient origin, and its confirmation, where 
once permitted, has been uniformly conceded by 
successive kings,. both before and since the con^ 
quest. The refugees were admitted ia various 
manners in different places.; they.w.ere to confess 
the crime, or^ cause of the^r seeking, sanctuary, 
which, with their names, were registered. At 
Durham, the refugee knocked at the door of the 
galilee of the . cathedral, and was ^et in, even in 
any hour pf the night; the tolling of the galilee 
bell announced that some one had taken sanctuary : 
he was then dressed in a black gown, with the 
yellow cross of St. Cu^hbert on the left shoulder, 
and, being totally disanned, was lodged within th^ 

church. ' 

The ancient grant, of sanctuary, in the church of 
Worcester, was confirmed by charter, Henry IV". 
A. n. 1400, in the second year of his reign i by 
which it was ordained, that i^ no bailiff, sargeant^ 
minister, or any other person of the city of Wor- 
cester, shall hereafter carry or bear any mace or 
maces, but only in the presence of the king or his 
children, within the church-yard, priory, and 
§e^nQtuary of Worcester, nor intermeddle within the 
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^resaid liberties/' This grant was also confirm- 
ed by King Henry VI. in the 37th year of his 
reign, to John Carpenter, Bistiop of Worcester, 
<uid Thos«Musard, .prior, withthi^i farther privilege 
-»^^ That |io sheriff, escheator, coroner, constable, 
&c. shall arrest any man for any cause nrhatsoever 
(treason against the King's person <Mily excepted) 
within the church-yard and precincts of the monas- 
tery. The. limits of the sanctuary begin from the 
great door of the north entrance of the cathedral, 
near to the canarie, otherwise called the cbarnel 
house, by a great stone wall of the palace unto the 
great gate thereof, and from thence to the house of 
John Smith, called John Smith's house, dividing 
the church-yard, or sanctuary, from the' King's 
highway, called the Leech-street of the said church- 
yard of Worcester, and including all the buildings 
froni the great gate aforesaid, even in and unto 
Smith's bouse, being itself situate on the King's** 
street; and from the same house to the angle called 
StodesmorisknoU, by dividing that street called 
Sudbury from the sanctuarj^, and inclosing all the 
houses near th^e King's said highway, from the 
house of the said John Smith, even to the angle 
aforesaid, excepting thr^e houses in the parish of 
St. Peter of our city ; and from StodesmorisknoU 
to the great gate of the priory, dividing the king's 
highway, called StodesmorisknoU, from the church- 
yard, and including all the buildings from the said 
angle even to the gate of the priory ; and from the 
priory gate by the Ymbrie, otherwise a channel 
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n^At iBe WAUs of the gardens of the pribrjr, ^Wk 
the great stone wall, seatedi near the Severn ; aUd 
bf the said wiall, includmg all Iniilditij^ss ^^ 
tliBns, &t. within the sdid channel, towards tht 
cathedt^l church, and extendeth itself by the ^aid 
Itone Irall, situate on the Severn, Hhto aitothMr 
fe^n^ wtiU reaching from Severn to the chapel tit 
th& chamel house, to the door of the church, Afh- 
tiding the palace frotft the church-yani. Dated-at 
the Bishop of Wotcester'^g house, witboiit the neW 
*r^irtple-bar, London, May 20, a. d. 1640, iii thfe 
l^elaty of Carpenter.'^ 

San'Ctuaries and their privileges were suppressed 
by statute, 1 James 1. c. SB, sec. 8+. The priojy 
K)( Wofee^t^ Was dissolved, Jan. 18, A. i>. 1540, 
<S1 Henry VIII.) by the surrender of Holbech, 
the prior, and his menh^, to whom pensions werfe 
Allotted for life ; but tfHfese pensions to be with- 
ijrawn whenever they should accept preferment, 
^he income of this monastery was then valaed at 
1386?. 12*. lO^rf. per annum; btit was reported 
\o be only 1290/. 10^. ^{d. clear rent.— TVwfner. 
The temporal and spiritual possessions of the mo* 
iiastery or J3ri6ry of the cathedral church bf Wbl> 
tester, as r^t^irned by the commissioners, amouhtl[»d 
to the clear antiual sum of 12&9/. I85. 8jrf.— Bir- 
ion's Liber Regis^ p. 963. No very proRise pro- 
Vision, even as money thten weiit, for the tnaifite- 
Tiance of fifty monks and their prior, tod th^ir 
tcCeping a constant table for strangers. Thfe esr- 
^en^cs of this latter article of h^pitalilyj. ffoih 
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tie eoatiiiHal fasoft pf str^j^rs of^ |A«90QfeFi 
tjunqugii Worcestec, mi^r he im^ioed bom t^ 
^ctmpUint of the qfipnsistery io i\^& time of Kifig 
fdfr^nl II.-T-iS'ee I)r. Thomas's 4cc. p. 160. A 
clear Feveoue of 1290^. at the tinie of the digspl}f«v 
tion^ W(LS equivalent to'aa ineonue c^ about 4fi00^« i\\ 
the present i^e. Th^re were, fiowever, r^fisoip 
for setting down the valuation of e^ch religipH«( 
bouse extremely low : it is certi^n, ^at ^laoyi^all 
the great monasteries^ there were but fourtf^p 
which had a wore ample end^^ment than ttiis of 
Worpester, 

fiishop Blandford's MS. in addition tp 4l|a9fi 
events already given, €4>nnected' with the dis^p}^ . 
tion of the monVLish sye^m of 'Woreoster, givj96tt# 
Mlowmg details :-t- 

'^ In January, a. n. 1539^ tt^^ monks of thit 
ehuFch put on secular h^bi^ 9^d the pripry ^^•*, 
rendered* 

« A. I>. 1347. On Candlem^ D^y, no c^nd^ 
V^e hallpwed or bproe. On Ash Wedne^ayi ^ 
lushes hallowed. A. D. \^8^ Ifarph ^5^^ being 
Falm Sunday, no p^Jips halioir<ed9 «^or cf oss bRf/l^ 
9« Easter eve ; np fire hallowed biit the fm^l 
taper and the $p^t. On East^ Day the pi^^i ^i^ 
t]ip s^ers^ipeqt j# if, ^yas takep out of tJ^e sepuJi-^ 
cJirp, tbf^y fiipgiilg "Cferist i^ risfip," without prq- 
^ps»i^. Oa Qf>^ Frii^^y, ^9 creeping |bo 1^^ 
CTp«f|. Alsq, pi^ (he SOth O^tob^r, if ^ ta||^^ ^y[^ 
the cup with the body of Xt from the high altar of 
St. Mary'« Q)mQh (^^ ^* ^ (^ikU^S^d^^Ji m4 W <>ther 
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elittrclies ttnd 'chapeh. A. D. 1549, no sepulchre, 
or service of sepulchre, on Good Friday. On Eas- 
ter eve no paschal hallowed, nor fik-e, nor incense, 
nor font. On the 93d April, this year, was mass, 
matins, evening sonsr, and all other service in Eng- 
lish, All books of divine service were brot to 
the bishop, viz. mass books, graduals, pies port, 
and legends, and were burned. 

" A.D. 1551. In all the tiihe of Bishop Hooper 
w#re no children confirmed. 

" A. D. 1559. Midsumnler service altered.'* 

At this point the boundary of papal dominion 
over thte church of Worcester appears to have been 
fixed. It was here all its powers were suspended, 
tod its influence totally overthrown. 

The greater part of tlie ancient manors and re*- 
venues of the priory of Worcester, were granted 
again to the church' by King Henry VIII. whose 
foundation charter bears date Jan. S4, 1541-9, in 
the 38A year of his reign, for the endowment of a 
dean, 10 prebendaries, 10 minor canons, 10 lay 
clerks, 10 cboresters, £«^choolmasters, 40 king's 
scholars, and some inferior attendants or servants 
of the church. To the dean was allotted nearly 
the whole of the prior's honse ; to the first pre- 
bendary the sacrist's*, which was on the north side 
of the church ; that house was taken down in the 
present century ; thfe scite of it is no^ inclosed 
within the vmll on the north side of the cathedral, 

f ProiUerof iooenfle, wazcandiesi TestmeDts, &e. 
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hetweett the ends of the two cros^ aisles, and a 
garden i8 formed upon it. The first prebendal 
bouse is to the east of the College Green, where 
tbe^organist s house formerly stood, and was erected 
about the year 1713 : to the second prebendary was 
allowed tbe boi^eof thetumbary, who had the care 
of the tombs ; to the third the sub-'prior^s ; to the 
fourth the hospitaller's, who attended to strangers ; 
to the fifth the infirmarian's, who had the care of 
the sick ; to the sixth the pittancer's, who took 
care of the live cattle and gave out more extraor- 
dinary allowances for holidays; and part of the cel- 
larer's, who had the charge of all granaries^ store- 
houses, &c. ; to the seventb the kitchener's, or 
market man ; to the eighth and ninth the house of 
magister capellae, and the scite of the infirmary 
and its chapel ; to the tenth the almoner's and a 
part of the prior's house, on the scite of which Dr. 
Byrcb, about 50 years since^ erected a new one, 
which is considered the best of the prebendal re- 
sidences. 

The diocese of Worcester at present contains 
almost the whole of the county, except the follow- 
ing parishes and eight chapelries, which are in the 
dipcese of Hereford :—Abberley, Brockleton, Bay- 
ton, Clifton, and Lower Sapy j Edwin Lock, E^st; 
bam, with the two Hanleys, and Orlton, Kyre, 
Lindridge, with Knighton and Pensax, Mamble, 
Kibbesford, with Bewdley, Rock, with Hightiug- 
ton, Stanford, Sbeltjesley, Stockton, and Tenbury. 
These are in the^ deanery of Burford, and the 
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archdeaconry of Salop. The diocese of Worcester 
also contains about a third part of Warwickshire, 
the parishes of Brome and Clent, in Staflbrdshire, 
and Hales Owen, in Shropshire. It is divided into 
nine deaneries, in which are contained 116 rec- 
tories, besides St. Nicholas, in Droitwich, now 
united with St. Andrew's, 79 vicarages, 86 cura* 
cies, and 41 chapels, viz. — 

Bcctocics. Vicangei. Curtcieii Chapeb* 

In the deanery of Worcester 25 8 2 6 

Pershore 26 12 7 10 

Kidderminster 10 8 3 2 

Witton or Wich 10 6 6 

Powick 9 6 4 6 

Efesbam , 16 7 

Blockley 4 10 

Kington; ., 18 17 6 

TVarwick 16 16 3 6 

The members of the college at present are, the 
bishop, dean, archdeacon, ten major canons or 
prebendaries, of whom three are annually elected 
to the office of sub-dean, receiver, and treasurer, 
eight minor canons, originally ten, in the number 
of which are the chanter and sacrist, a head school- 
master and under schoolmaster, two of the minor 
canonries, and likewise the offices of diaconus and 
aub-diaconus, or epistler and gospeller, have long 
been suppressed, one organist, eight lay clerks or 
singing men, ten choristers, who are usually scho- 
lars on the royal foundation, forty king's scholars, 
ten of whom are nominated to the school by the 
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dean, and three by each prebendary, two virgers, 
formerly four, two ' sub-sacrists or sextons, two 
butlors, one caterer or manciple, one cook, two 
porters, ten beadsmen or almsmen. The Bishop 
4of Worcester is, by the founder's statutes, visitor of 
ihis collegiate body. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Stale of the College subsequent to the grand Reform, 
down to the present Time. 

The cathedral makes a most venerable appear- 
ance ; and though raised to what it is by architects 
• in different ages, has yet sufficient uniformity to 
please the less searching eye. Its general plan is 
that of a double cross, the most eminent of the ar- 
chitectural distinctions in the construction of our 
ancient cathedrals ; sTn advantage which the dis- 
cernment of Bishop Blois judiciously secured to 
this church when he added the present nave to the 
original structure, as built by St. Wulstan. Both 
the delicacy and magnificence of which the gothic 
style of building is susceptible, are here united : 
the whole, from east to west, is divided into three 
aisles, by two rows of well proportioned columns, 
sustaining on each side a series of 18 grand and 
capacious arches ; viz» three in the Ladies^ Chapel, 
five in the choir, and ten in the great cross aisle 
and nave. The irfiddle aisle, to a spectator that 
advances from its west end, exhibits a grand per- 
spective, which must have been more striking be- 
fore the view of the clioir was cut off by the organ 
at the entrance of it. The vaulted roof of this 
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aisle has a light appearance, to which its^ loftiness 
contrrbutes, as well as the elegance of the smaller 
ai^adesy wjiich surmount the gireater arches on each 
side. ^ .. • 

The ancient stalls in the choir were made ia 
1397 : these remained till 1551, when, with alUhe 
choir and the bishops's seat, they were taken down. 
Five years afterwards, viz. 1556, the choir was 
removed from the clock house, to which it had 
been transferred, the present^stalls were set up in 
the order in which they stand at this time, a goodly 
loft to read the gospel, and the whole order of the 
choir restored : at the same time the upper part of 
it, from the end of the stalls to the foot of the 
altar, w^s enclosed with Stone, grated with iron, 
and two doors on each side. The stalls extend 
from beneath the rood loft, where the organ is now 
placed, to the second pillar on each side of the 
ehc»r ; those on the south si^e are terminatqd by 
the bishop's throne, and on the north side, by tlie 
archdeacon's stall ; they are in number 52, being 
26 on each side, of which the bishop's throne takes 
up two, and on the opposite side the archdeacon 
has two, which, before the see of Gloucester was 
taken out of this, were occupied jointly by the 
Archdeacon of Worcester and the Archdeacon of 
Gloucester. The bishop's throne is a plain, re- 
spectable, and characteristic object ; on its top is 
the mitre on a cushion, and below is the olive 
branch of peace. The whole, with the stalls, are 
made of $;ne Irish oak, with an abunda^ce of carv* 
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ings iiltersperBed abcmt the sents, pillairft, and cor- 
nices. On tlie north side, and on the cornice of 
the last stall, ina shield, are displayed iimiorially 
the five wounds of Christ : the same device is cut 
in stone, in Bi$hop Alcock's chapel, in Ely cathe- 
dral. In the next stall are the alms of the see of 
Worcester, corresponding with these on the south 
side ; on another shield is represented a cross, on 
each arm of which is hung a scourge-<»this, with the 
foregoing device, are emblematical of the sufferings 
and crucifixion of Christ. Over the next stall is 
a coat of arms, probably those of I^ilip Hawford, 
at that time Dean of Worcester. Above the stalls 
are two spacious galleries on each side, furnished 
with seats for ladies, who always sit alone in this 
cathedral. Adjoining to the archdeacon's stall, 
on the north side, are the seats of the civil magis- 
trates of the city, who on particular occasions use 
diis church. This part of our ancient cathedral 
was called the Greece, or gradus chari; t. e. the 
part next beyond the stalls, towards the altar, in 
the centre of which the tomb of King John is placed. 
The pulpit, which was originally set up near the 
west end of the nave, against the second pillar 
from the window on its north side, was removed 
from thence at the time the reforms were made in 
this church, by Dean Martin, and his successor, Dr. 
Wau^h, and fixed to the third pillar from the al* 
tar, on the north side of the choir : it is of an oc« 
tagon figure, most elegantly carved in the gothic 
. mode. In the front pannek are the four evange- 
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lical hieroglypbics; beneath wbich, on tbe dies of 
the base, are the quarters of the imperial arms of 
England, with the coat of the see of Worcedter. 
These appropriate decorations illustrate the pur* 
pose of the structure in the most comprehensive 
manner ; the old and the new law are exemplified 
and combined to indicate the system of the Chris* 
tian religion ; the Imperial insignia denote th« 
source of the temporal government of the church ; 
and the whole, referring to the divine power for 
guidance and protection, is beautifullj indicated 
by the eye of providence placed over the series of 
emblems in each compartment. The New Jerusa- 
lem, as described in the MevekUions, and repre- 
sented on the plane of the inside of the pulpit, may 
be considered as the climax of the whole composi* 
tion, inasmuch as it is the object to which all our 
views should be directed. The top is a well- 
designed canopy, the festooned drapery' of which, 
with its embroidery, i# formed and suspended at 
the several angles by a hand emerging from beneath^ 
and' is surmounted by a folding ribband running 
round it. The ascent to the pi!ilpit is by a flight of 
stone steps, arising from the north aisle, the sup- 
ports are enriched with sculptured embellishments 
corresponding with its other ornamental parts) 
the whole of this very elegant structure is executed 
in stone, and forms the most chaste example of 
that species of church furniture any where to be 
found. The altar screen was an object no other* 
wise noticeable as a part of the garniture of th# 
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cathedral, than that, like pthers baBtily set up to 
cover the outrage committed on the ancient altar, 
and to be as much dissimilar to them, or to any 
other part of the church, as possible, as well in 
form as in use, it stood distinct in its appearane 
from every thing that surrounded it, a , Greek 
among Goths. The screen was formed. of plain 
oak, divided into large pannels by. a series of 
Corinthian pilastres. The altar of this cathedral 
had stood wholly unadorned and plain till 179^, 
when Valentine Green presented to the cathedral 
a painting by Mr, Phillips, " The descent of the 
Cross." The picture is nine feet high, by seven 
wide. The original picture, one of the.sublimest 
productions of the pencil, painted by Rubens, form- 
ed an altar-piece at the cathedral at Antwerp, but 
was carried to Paris ; and it was said to be mnch da- 
maged by its removal. . The copy, presented by 
Mr. Green to the college, remained as - an altar- 
piece about fiveyeara, untH the year 1812, when 
the choir was lengthened towards the east,, a dis- 
tance of four feet, and a new gothic altar-screen 
(the.pre^nt one) erected. The very bad light in 
which the painting must be exposed to, from the 
present arrangement, must be^fully evident; it. was 
removed, therefore, to the library, where it re- 
mained for about a year or two ; when this situation 
not meeting with the approbation of the donor, 
some unhappy misunderstanding took place be* 
tween him and his former patrons, the.De^n and 
Chapter, and the unfortunate picture was returned 



Digitized by 



Google 



120 

t8 Sfr.Grc^n; ; THe^sehfs* befcifeeii thevWafet^enft* 
ot' lli^ strilr and tb^ allir appear toliave bceit' 
peaked 'so early ad- 169S, as may b^ gatht^red frdm-* 
a iftdrarbei- order of thd citjr, dated Nbv. I*,»«l8t' 
JUihe^ !.' •* When It-was agfreed/ilukt every brteof^ 
tik&'cohipieiny of :xxiiij tie, altd every one of iiter 
i^iiitie,'shili'pay unto the cininiberlains tfattt'^ef^ 
fi^ the feSst-^eare,' thr and t(yvrayljB making AMhtt - 
n&we'jsea^' ihf the cathriMHiKl cittlrchy the 8UiH of ^.^. 
a^peece,' andlbdt Mi*.-Toiniclai-ke shili Mkewlfte^ 
pay Are ^tial * of^ vs arid Whfeb ' was paid accord^** 

invlye^^"^ ,r . :, ^ i -v - / -v m 

In tfae timfe of Oedti Tflbbt/tb^ irbtl jratis, at - 
the'wefit^end bf ihA* dhoirj 'henediyihi orgaki -Icfft,* 
Vf^ ^^ tip ;« hh^ariil^i as 'BWbbp* 6f OsrtbW^and^ 
Dten oiP W^cester; 'aie patnted^oh ihetr outside^ - 
abd tb^ date, 1701,'fe'in8cribed onibfeirinside. Thi^( 
jectkmeerittg: dJspiite'bAtweeit Sir- J6hA' PMtJ^ 
ingWit'ahd • Bishop ^I/lo^d Vindlhfe 'son,^ in 1^0?,;' 
prodiieed iti its con^equetacer toucb^!)eifefir ft) ^K^> 
Iklyric of %b« ratbedrkK'^ B^ilbto tUt pi^old" it.Md ' 
beM 'Mm^b^' ifeglecterf/ attd'^faHenWnto tlebay^^ri'* 
raaW yyP^Iti^ TpaWft; AM '\W Vavageis' of the 'gi^itd^ 
rl^liUn were still Vfet)r6adifti!ljr -visible .abdSfe* it j-* 
Mrf th^e-stofmtf whtefc^ha^^hakenih^-^cfjliilftwi^ 
tb^ltfoht^tiiyni^f the Whole lifng;d^m*%o^4ft^tefri.- 
tr^, aid'^fhireai^ffied W -genfeVal diis^iltltiriii ^v>FitlM<% 
Ueiiftfd^^iildftlti itff^niMistf^g^liftleihfeltftatiotittiKl 
ckie^ tbe'iti^ucture of^fh^^ch^r^bi^f wb^fr'fbk^ 
r€»V^mes^ veH^w^esrt^frdm'tb^ir^ri&ildfir, M iJWWR 
dm^ i^in wttglck)kingft€fmii»th<^fefegi^4llife f | |^^ 
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of thedtnixli haviqg.bec^ftiii consequence of Aie. e 
disi»trous ao4 unsettled ^imes, so* niucb derangM,. 
and^the &biric it$f^lf havii^ sustained oiore tjii^ix a. 
conunon sbar^ of this brutal Tiolencet it i^.of little 
moment, in this place^^^o be assured 'Whetber .the 
motive that ^ugg^sti^d the^ necessity of its repair 
Qri§^ted in the pu^ue. the baronet mifht hate b^d 
ag^nst the.bisbop^and th^ ^bapl^r, or frpm a^i^aji. 
regard to the safetjimd preserration of the strvnc*.. 
ture ; or kstlj^. whether it arope from a, resolution,' 
of the chapter ;itself ta^ject it. .T|^is g;^ei^ dte-?; 
rangement' was represented to government^ and 
its repair waa soon ^^ift^jeiitered upop«: . Substap- 
tial repair iriis, what, was upw, inecefW^ » r^f^ 
this appeavs^ t(> haye Included ther.prQxidpM^.jkJiK, 
ttone^.worJ^ that, fills the^ space; bet:^f^j9^ t)ip J^wq 
pillars at th^; north side of the altar^^ov^ttJIivS; 
tomb of Bishop BulUng^^^ > the.in,clp^iiig^.of 
the Bis^pp's iin^d Dean's Ch^p^ls^ witl^ the mo« 
^p arches' abovje^ jAe-la^tter^ for t]^, better se>- 
curity of the superstructure ^f th^t ,part;,pf th^ 
church ^ the taking domn the. sacrist's, lodgii^g^t 
near the west end of the north aisle^f the choiTy. 
and dosing the ^u^bob airch befpre which Bidiop y 
Hough'^ monument now stands:, to these ma; Ite 
also added the paving of the ch<^r, the glazing of > 
mnay of the windows^ the whHe^vtmhing the great- 
tg^ part of the church, jand the^ erecting the fic^t 
pfj^ndal bousor at the east «nd of the College 
QnBiWM ijXI^dcf this date we presuo^e to place the 
HDsiffg^^ tuin^ome ^et ot spires^«o ornameqta], ^ < 
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wMdk 'dKstini^ishes'tt firom'any 'oth^r iii Burope: 

thtM 'dtine in s^ftes^^two'froni the angle of thW 

tiAdMe aisle at th^ e^t end, and four from those ^t 

^«te w«kt end, denotitig' th^ etti*eniitie^ of the prin* 

^im Mi eoUateral klA^ ;' aiid' two at each angle 

bf the Blorth and- Eolith endd* bf the two transverse 

bf icros^ aisle;^. " These'^ire&are* of a subordinate 

hUV w^^ll-^jiii^ted pt^pbrdum of kltitude to thj^i 

*toWar, and of a teiiriform tfimensiofi of Height and 

« iintiMVer resp^tlii^ i^eh otifer, e^xcepting those at 

thie bxtlretae*aAgles ^f th^^est'ehd, which are ncft 

'ao iaf^i halving a relative proportion to the eleva- 

Cidtt cf the iide ahles of the nave, to which they 

'are attached. ' Ing^pport^of the^pinion that these 

'6|^ire6 were raided at' Ais time, it it observable that 

inr t3i4 print of ihe Mbna^ticon' of the cathedral, 

trad ih another or tWo anterior to the present een« 

tUty, 'the angle9"of those parts now Occupied by 

'theii^ were tenfuAAIed by short pinnacles rising <m 

'liie ffftrapet of the i^hureh. The expenditure upon 

lliese operations, whichwerebegun in 1719, and 

weir^ flitocj yeai^ in'cdinpleting, anfoiinted to up« 

wafds of £7080. The most consideVsASe refona 

«tibd repair' this chuifch has received since that time 

Wad comfttenced'about tM "if^ir 1748, rad com^ 

pleted in 1756; in the course of that period ilie 

norHh etA of the gfeat cross aisle of ^ the nave Was 

ireb«£Ity'Wfth its windowrafid spi)res, b^^Mr. Wit- 

-lOBSon, who hiid just 'then raised tbkt beautiAil 

oviiMieiit to the eity and monumMt of his own 
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Jta<.*)»%«F«^TH«»*W»eiWW' J»iMJf^.#Mj9<8fti|»|j4ftti|OB <rf 
.|jbi^|in|i^^^^... ,..•„,.,-, n^t r? ;.v.i f:.,l.i-.f 
J. Iq .17^1^ June ^1^. a,fi^ ^9^ «at ij» luae pi^lltfi 
KOpms^ near.) the -v^st^w, <;aU^ .OUves. G|io.aii|«#'/i 
l|C|^^hi8?8^,w)»icb~Ji)!^^^,t,#fl^^ two Jwge hflt w i, 
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<%*ifipu¥fc»fp«ffnwl3r, occ^q^iogtthe iwest end ofilike 

\\9^h^4^^^9iBL^^ a ^ftjiv9UHie cm^ ; ^t ibis ]4m? 
i^ttWi^»i«mi08{ JFS*^ wwtit^ ba deli v«^^d i$ Ilui>f9fif* 

^ fi??^f»Wb»lld4 -hf^W^^^fter^ ^)|i|^fA<^>pl»0^ 
*S9»r«fi«%fWl<WMwfa, #^tba!lwt|nB9^oC^|^^e4VI» 

%iSfP»^e?^ Wn<l<^>f AJ?dfC9K^w4 Vi^fe *9^ WW9 
^>*»ft«r^rf^^;&/?n-y*ich wan 




Digitized by 



Google 



134 

ste{i6'; ^ itip iltu^dh i^^ii^nM^jr ^^i^Kel #iW tfr^' 'ur* 
tfenf bttjitfati^:' 'The tfafdhyiA bf'liiatble, fthdthW 
time hntB^'RHtix^ &]f>t(eaiM'M MteheM S^yti^ 
Wm. Hh^ <^l6l8teM hefted ak entlref ^trs^Hes 
of ''H^ittdbtr ^frtliiies* of Wdrte ^about l79!^;<4h^'t^d 
%)i(S$;,MPi^ibh were httkevl'ih th^'ertiltWkrsr/^Hta 
fctttt^rty fceeH enrieh^^ Xf^iihkttn^ 'arid ii^crii^ttbiis 
painted on-their glkss. ' -Wo glaring; has 'htttierto 
^een (Kit tip ia the ne^^ wiMdir-firames. ThU ^fiole 
of these^ very essential iftipr(iveitoeht» were effect^ 
\duHAg ttie decanal admBi)slnitibli»'6f 1>rf EdwaB 
MaVtin,^ kM hi^ successor, Dh ^6hii Wiugh. To 
tfc* feared' tod ;att^<ioh of the succeeding deans 
this ^church owes iliuch" of its pr^ent respectable 
kppeariince, iiihayifig'r^tored'thbse 6f 'i^ spires 
t9ifat fetd^fohn^erlybeen daltnagedj aAdpaftl^ broken 
^itnl "^ The windows at Ac! east and west ends of 
fh^ eiath^ral have been rebiiilt, witlf the 'spirie of 
ff^'souirhwwest end^ and the eiitir^ roof of the church 
east of t]Se tower ha6 been newly covered/ Inters 
nali^/'the Ladie^^ Chapel has been prepared to 
receive herejg[ft^r Ate&ttn inits flooring dnhHar to 
that in the liave i the "Bishop's Chapel has also 
beeii laid open^ aiid^its t>rderiy appc^ance'gi^eatly 
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ifij^ifA.,p^,,t^ ^0^^^ liag faUen, 

ink? f^fb^fi^^fov^ :-:t-b^^pec|^^.pf cl^arches ^ the . 
ti^iWprewwi^d. in t^ gfffilt. Wt ivmdp.if . . The \ 
4e9igQ9. r^re«e9t> few, t^u^^ipgi^, ,8uc|i aa.twp pu, 
tiire(;«qf j^gHYf^k Castle, j^lVJ twfl o£ ^dg^r Toinrer, r 

uri^ f«9fiut^,r by MiUBt Jfohnaqii, tl^p /HVjifp.^pf tl«l i 
aip^i^fMitpMll^ erep^:,the wMw9,..m4.;^e im 
WKk>i«»wi a.gi^!i.gi^ftvnMl» ^pd,,prob^ly(^ew% 
im?!pif»B^Bf#,vifcrififl4*. .Ibe.MITOIioflkbfl Bip^i 
q94|t^DfieffiAip4iCtep$er,|4sp.fiMriB fl;p«rt pfalb^Hi 
49fltn^!tiP9f ;»i|Veii^8^ oCAJA^.Wiod^ is cpnappA^itf i 
fftai^ p)a^i.(:t^89^ Jin vj|nQm/de$Hr«s^ . ICbe gmat 

inep4rit,fitq..loti(Pej.it ^^.^gi^^.as wpUiaa.ithe. 
ftipi|UeT,i9[jndPif;, )t;Pi the pjgbt, ^oCpi^^iw jof.^airiAUi , 

Tbifjle^ Rindo^, aJiiitlMP w<li.ba^,:aoiwi9 f^W flwg?/ 
iilWJ^9.pf,pld glass, but!9opp«/9C ?iv J"«P«rta|ifif^, , 
I|i,waspn,,iidm U>,p^t.Mpf?^iwd^li#gft eppaniQin^. 
ntiwe,/ff ^l^4nM9i^^iee,\i%iB\iu0 this^uity, bui( 4tii 
eq4e4 <Q«J}r y^ 8ugg<9^iipn^ ,; ,1 . 

drflli ^ndi#8 pr.^i|icU,jii|a)a9,,|iO)p«i;t. ^f .th« city,,. 
thpMgb.iiem%|iQasj]t6;it>,u Ei^Qipptipfi frpm th^ , 
leii^t; ipterp^it^Qn.iqf .tbi^^mUippwei^ wga wM , 
alli^h^ gmNk JmonwtWf 9.8ppD^r, V. later: obtaini^d 5.4 
battl^B pf iW^ceiitier.b^A. a long^ struggle irithtbp , 
heineidtt§Mpy jheri^ipf Um.pQUfity, b^ftfarpits .abBo- : 
lute immunity froi^ .tbi^ii*,.pflS^8 .<H>^Id be f^^ 
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bK«h^.* inifr'Re1bHti&ti6ii^4ifd^ 'M(rbfl«ice^ great - 
chan^s^ it: Ms tiliblMWllih^ifl^ b#^8^ttctWH^ln 
catbetfr&te^ ftuMeqtient Id^g' baVl^ ^^irtF^ki^ilea tlid 
bil^iter <ly^t^M ^Yojnil add Mcl^iks^i^ai jumdiii^ ^ 
t toti^ Hh*^ W«ft«»*6f • HHti Oxtkah ^icrfs titfw« part o#* 

ter. '*1Ph^lHntf %9k\ii^ p^m<A^\^ b^^tiiKii^ilt ^hl^' 

td thli -^kA oe-Ftb^lm^i teiSLthes E^t^ih ^drntHF^^ 
gslei' flrotit thdieeic»4h^Krioifie9j 4iidj' toehidin^ 
alt ^lh«^ hdttses^ODr '4;bd iiiirfll ^d^^ t>f^ 'E^rMst^ty< 
oAtbft^MilctiftMif «tdi», it'^ag^^s t!tt*oligli^{)fi(rt b'f ^« 
hou«ev^kc»ndh^^* ito^oKei frdnt^,^« WitH ^flhte* oP^Wd > 

vNMli to^^ f^Mies^' calle^d' ftt^k-istoTM^j' df ll'IbH^* 
cedent $ <aif d fitm titence Mdti^ 9Mbtir^<t64tg^^i*< 
pefir end, it''ettmp» tb^iEie^Mi-MWe^, iil^diii^'^Ili 
tb^ houses onit^ ^oiith^ide^, tbtbe^afie'^M' tfk^Bfl^^ 
sfaop'd palace, along wbicb'i«^^y%l^^ USttsh^'^ 
tfa6 «Mctiici«y sJdiBftiifttM^ ^ fr^ 4)fcbrd ^ild lIUeHf Is 
Ma» iti4s fnai»b^'<iKitbp>blue fitonesi trhttt^^* 
palkice^ate theiifi^'h tontfntt€d'«»;f ^ 9vM4)e^^ 

iii^ to the caftibedillV^t^ibetehiu^nel'bbfiPs^V'I*^^ 
iif^'Whfek/' ir^x40Mls>ii^tvrard*fr6m lA^nto 3>^t|||^ 
eitfd' dMh^'Sidhopf0*gArd«ii^'to«bd 'Seif^rh; %K^h^ 
rivei'^'fitiAitbeReeitO'thepGilit <ivhdre 4be limH'hlf^^* 

ga4i;**)«i3'H6^esteW*bott|Wfer/v •« r.i.i:/u. •.., ../.]( 
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CHAPTER VII. 

Monuments in the Cathedral. 

About the middle of the fourteenth century, the 
interment of the dead within this cathedral and its 
cemetry, had become not only difficult to perform, 
but also dangerous to permit its further conti- 
nuance. And, notwithstanding the convenience 
of the charnel house, which had been erected for 
the purpose of receiving the bones of such as the 
making of graves tot the newly deceased had occa- 
sioned to be displaced, and that it had been opened 
but a century before, such were the annoyances 
suffered, and the danger to which the health of 
the monks and citizens were exposed from the 
custom, that Wulstan de Braunesford, then Bishop 
of Worcester, issued his ordinance, dated at Har- 
tlebury, April 18, 1349, directing the sacrist, at 
bis direction, to bury such bodies as might be 
brought to the cathedral or its cemetry for inter- 
ment, in the burial grounds of St, Oswald's hospi- 
tal.- The Bishop died in the following August^ 
and was buried in the cathedral. By this prudent' 
measure, not only were the monastery and the 
city relieved from a very alarming evil, but also 
the parishes of St. Alban, St. Helen, St. Swithin, 
St. Martin, St. Nicholas, and All Saints, whose 
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church-yards were very confined, and not equal to 
the reception of the parochial deceased, were per- 
mitted to partake of the same advantage of sepul- 
chre ; but without detriment to their respective in* 
cumbents, in the article of burial fees, agreeable 
to an ancient ordinance, established for that pur-- 
pose in a synod held at Worcester, a. d. 1102, by 
Anselm, Archbishop of Canterbury. Hence St. 
Oswald's burying-ground has accumulated that 
prodigious assemblage of tumulation, which at 
this time cannot be viewed with indifference by 
the most cursory beholder. From the cause that 
no interments have taken place, either in the great 
cross aisle or the nave, since the present floors of 
those parts have been laid down, the consequence 
has been, that the number has increased in the 
Ladies' Chapel. 

Monuments in ourLadiss' Cuapel.--1. Un- 
der the great east window, on the right hand,- is 
a mural monument, surmounted with a mitre, to 
the memory of Edward Stillingfleet, D. D. Bishoj^ 
of Worcester; he died in 1699, aged 64. The 
long inscription on this tablet was written by Dr. 
R. Bentley^ who was his Lordship*s domestic chap- 
lain. 

2. On the left side, and under the same window, 
is an elegant plain monument, to the memory of 
Dr. Hurd, the last deceased bishop of this see ; it 
consists of a neatly designed pedestal and sarco- 
phagus, surmounted with a mitre and crosier, in 
relief, of white marble, the ground of which 19 
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grey, with a black marble margin. On the front 
of the sarcophagus is this inscription :-*« 

" M. a 

RiCHAROI HORD. S. T. P. 

Episcopi ViGouNmNsis PER Annos Fere xxtii. 
Qm OBirr xxviii Mail mocccviii. 

iEtdtis SUOB LXXXVIII." 

On the pannel or base of tlie pedestal, and in 
basso relievo, is a cross with a label, breaking the 
clouds, and a glory above :— -near the plynth of this 
is inscribed 

« EK ni2TEn2." 

in gilt sunk letters .-^The ton»b is guarded by an 
iron railing. 

3. In the space presumed by some to have been the 
grave of King John, and between two bishops is 
the effigy of Bishop Hemenhale, much defaced : he 
is represented in a i^umbent posture ;««-he died in 
1338« His tomb was originally raised in Jesus 
Chapel; but, on its being laid open, was taken 
down, and the figure placed here about the year 
after the discovery of the body of King Jbhn, in 
the choir. — Vide thai Artick. 

4 and 5 are the presumed ancient graves 
of St. Oswald and St. Wulstan, placed on each 
side of the doubtful one of King John, and sup- 
posed to be noif occupied by the remains of Bishop 
Silvester, and his successor, William de Blois.—- 
They are denoted by the effigies of two bishops, 
lying at equal distances from the great east win- 
dow, and are represented as vested for the altar, 
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and mitred, their right hands lifted up, as giving 
a blessing, and in their left hands a staff. These 
are the tombs asserted by Dr. Thomas to belong to 
the bishops, John de Constantiis and Godfrey de 
GifTard, but which are now considered by many as 
the graves of St. Oswald and St- Wulstan. 

6. Under the first arch, between the pillars on 
the north side, is a handsome monument, erected 
by Bishop Thornborough, in 1627, fourteen years 
before his death ; on the tomb lies his statue, in 
his episcopal robes, his hands elevated as in. 
prayer ; the arch over him is supported by four 
pillars, on which are several inscriptions. That 
above the arch on the north side of the tomb, has. 
attracted much notice, but to little purpose. — 
'^ In uno 2o 3» 4of 10. Non spirans sper . . . •" may 
couch a meaning known to its author, but the 
application of these mystical numbers being lost, 
we are but little gratified in having the solution of 
an enigma proposed to us, where we expect infor- 
mation. He died at Hartlebary, 3d July, 1641, 
aged 94. 

7. Opposite this, and under the finst arch, is a 
fine monument of Dean Eedes, on which his figure 
is represented, cunibent, his head resting on a dou- 
ble pillow, and his hands joined in the gesture of 
prayer ; at his feet a lion ; the top is supported by 
four Corinthian pillars :— he died in 1604. 

8. On the north wall is a small slab, to the me-* 
itiory of Mrs. Walton, with the following inscrip* 
tton:— 
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** Ex Urrig 

M XS. 

Here lyetb buryed soe much at 

could dye of Anne, the \vife of 

IzAAK Walton^ 

"Who was 

a woman of remarkable prudence, 

and of the primilwe Piety, ber gfreat 

and general Knowledge being ailorned 

with such true Humility, and blest 

with soe mncb Christian Meekneise, as 

made her worthy of a more memorable 

Monument. 

She died (via that she is dead!) 

the 7tb April 1662, aged 52. 

Study to be like her,^^ 

On the west wall of this aisle, which formed the 
back of the high altar, were the tombs of Bishops 
Gauden, Stillingfleet, Fl^etwood^ and Blandford ; 
and Mrs, Warinestry's monument was also moved 
at the same time from the middle pillar in the 
north, aisle.— See these several articles Jor their pre- 
sent situation. 

9. At the back. of the screen, and under a low 
gothic arch in the middle of the back of the altar 
in the Ladies' Chapel, is the stone coffin of Philip 
Hawford, alias BuUard, the last Abbot of Evesham, 
who died 1557. His effigy lies on the coffin in the 
robes of an abbot, hi^ head is mitred and supported 
by angels^ at his feet a lion, his right hand is held 
lip as blessing, in his left is a staff, not with a cross 
^^ a metropolitan's^ nor a crosiex as a bishop's, 
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presented as having his gloves on, on the back of 
each a jewel of a large size sculptured on the 
stone, similar to the real ones originally set in 
those of King John, on his tomb, while it remain- 
ed in the Ladies^ . Chapel. The sides and ends of 
this tomb have an ornament of quatre foils en- 
circled. This beautiful and perfect specimen of 
ancient sculpture was removed in 1812, when the 
choir was lengthened, from his grave in the Dean's 
Chapel. 

North Aisls Traxsept.!— 10. At the east end 
of this aisle is a monument to the memory of Mrs« 
Rae, the following description of which appeared at 
the time of its erection : — ^' Th^ lower part of the 
pedestal is about eight feet high ; in the centre of 
it is a square inscription table, of white marble, 
isurrounded with a border of jasper ; on each side 
of the border are fluted pilasters of white marble, 
resting on a base and supporting a cornice, both 
of veined marble, with handsome mouldings ; and 
beyond the pilasters are proper breaks of the same 
marble, terminating the sides of the pedestal. 
Above tjie cornice of the pedestal, there is a plynth 
or base of jasper, or Brigada marble, which sup- 
ports the sarcophagus after mentioned, and from 
the back part of it rises a pyramid of one entire 
piece of beautiful dove-coloured marble, ten feet 
Iiifi:h and about six feet wide at the bottom. Be-< 
fore the lower part of the pyramid stands an elegant 
sarcophagus of ISienna marble, ornamented with 
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white feet and moulclkig8> and having in tlie front 
of it another inscription table, also of white marble, 
and on each side large sepulchral vases or urns of 
the same. 

^' From the middle of the sarcophagus rises a small 
white pedestal, which supports an oval medallion, 
containing a very beautiful relievo in profile of the 
bust of this most amiable ladj, rather larger than 
the life, on account of the height at which it is 
placed, and which is surrounded.with white palm 
branches. On each side, resting on the top of the 
sarcophagus, is a genius, or boj of the natural 
size, finely cut in statuary. The one on the right, 
representing CelestialJoy^ turns his head upwards, 
as looking at the medallion, with a countenance 
expressive of pleasure and admiration, pressing bis 
right hand on his breast, and holding in his left a 
lamp burning, signifying perpetual light. The 
other genius, on the left, representing Terrestrial 
Mourning; he weeps and turns his face from the 
medal, having in his right hand a small sepulchral 
urn, and his left lifting up drapery, to dry ofi^ or 
receive his tears. At a proper distance above the 
medallion are two garlands of laurel, cut in white 
marble, and in junction together, representing the 
tie of conjugal love ; and still higher, and nearer 
the top of the pyramid, arel the arms of the bus* 
band and wife, both cut and properly coloured, 
with the crest and motto, in omnia promptus.'' 

The whole height of the monument is about 
seventeen feet, and it is the work of that ingeniousi 
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artist, Mr. John Moore^ statuary, Berner's-street, 
London, who cut the much admired statue of Al* 
derman Beckford, lately erected at Guildhall. In 
the upper table, on the front of the sarcophagus is 
this inscription :-*-* 

"to the memory of 

MARGARET, 

The beloved wife of David Rae, of the city of Edinburgfli, Esq. 

She Was the daughter of John Stewart, Esq. son 

of Dovgal Stewart, Lord Blairhall, and nephew 

of James, Earl of Bute, by Uie Lady Anne, his wife, daughter 

of Francis Earl of Moray, and was mother of five 

children, four of whom survived her, viz. David, 

John, IMargaret, and William.'' 

And, on the base or principal part of this monu- 
ment— 

" In returning to Scotland, with her husband, 

. From a visit to her relations in England, 

while flattered with the hope, how vain ! 

«f 800Q embracing ber tender infants at home, 

and accustomed to health and joy, 

the fruit and rewani of innocence, 

she was cut off like a flower in its bloom, 

and meekly submitted to the will of 

the Almight} ; 

. whoy in this city, put an early period 

to the virtuous and valuable life 

of this most amiable traveller, 

on the 7ih day of June, 1770, 

at the age of 29 years. 

Id testimony of an aflection which death could not destroy^ 

and as a tribute to virtues that did honour to her sex, 

lie who WAS once supremely happy as ber husband, 

erected this oaonument^ in Uie year 177^.'' 
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11. Beneath the east window of the north wall, 
is the monument of Dorothy, Countess of Middle- 
ton, who died 1703, aged 71. 

12. Under the second window, on the floor, lies^ 
a stone coffin of a lady, removed hither from the 
charnel-house chapel, Jan. IS, 1636, where it had 
been placed on the north side, and was the only 
tomb that chapel could boast. Her figure is lying 
thereon, of a more than ordinary size ; on her head 
is a coronet, or rather the wreath on which the co- 
ronet is placed ; at her feet a bracket formed of 
foliage, which runs round the moulding of the 
tomb. On her chin she has a wimplet, or muiBer, 
worn only by persons of the greatest quality ; her 
right hand, lying on her breast, is bare, her left has 
on a glove, in which she holds the other, and is 
laid over her body ; which form, according to the 
ritual of marriage, signifies a maiden designed for 
the nuptial state ; but who it Js is not known. 

13. Near this is an ancient tomb of a knight of 
the holy voyage, armed in mail, with a round hel- 
met and surcoat ; his right hand on his sword^ 
which is partly drawn, on his left a long pointed 
shield, his legs laid across, and at his feet a lion.. 
This tomb was removed hither from the north aisle 
of the choir; in a window which was over it were 
the arms of Beauchamp, from whence it was con- 
cluded it might be Sir James Beauchamp*. 

• Worcester, June 18, 175'2. Yesterday the workmen enlplojed in 
repairing our cathedral, upon taking oiT the top of an ancieot tomb or se« 

T. 
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14. On a small tablet, surmounted by an urn, 
and fixed to the second pillar from the east;i is the 
following inscription : " To the memory of Jane 
'Rous, who departed this life on the 8th day of Sept. 

1789." Her remains are deposited in a yault near 
this pillar. 

15. Under the easternmost arch of the north 
wall, nfearest the window of the choir, parallel 
with the altar, is the tomb of a prelate^ who is 
represented on it in his sacred vestments, but much 
defaced ; his head lying on a double cushion, sup- 
ported by angels, and at his feet two lions. The 
prelate it was designed for, if he were not Walter 
de Cantelupe, . is not known. This tomti has not 
been noticed either by Abingdon or Thomas. 

16. Above this tomb^ on the same wall, is fixed 
a small monument to Mrs. Elizabeth Powel, 
widow, who died in 1697. 

17. Under another arch of the same wall is the 
tomb of John de Constantiis, who died Bishop of 
Worcester, a. i). 1198. He is represented mitred 
and vested, his hands raised as giving a benedic- 
tion^ his head supported by two angels^ and at his 
feet a lion. 



pulchre in the nortb aisle, the inscription on which was obliterated, es- 
eept the date, 1296, found the bones of a man, which, though they are 
the remains of a person baried aboat 456 jears ago, yet are surprisingly 
firm, and most of them adhere together in the same position as when first 
interred, and about the scuH and shoulders appears something like coarse 
sacking or sail-cloth, extraordinary fresh. In this tomb was supposed te 
ba interred Sir James fieaachamp» Knt. Templar. 
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Bishop's CHAP£ii.*-r[n this chapel is a vast quan- 
tity of broken columns, and other gothic delapi- 
dattts, and 

18. On the east wall is placed the monument 
of Mr. Henry Bright, a native of Worcester, 
forty yearn master of the King's school, and 
tfaen prebendary of this church : he died in 1626. 
-^This monument Vas removed hither from th^ 
west side of the great north pillar of the belfry, 
to which it wiis originally fixed, and where the 
body is deposited. On one side of Mr. Bright's 
monument is a recess, which probably held holy 
water. 

19. Against its north wall was a handsome tomb 
of Bishop Parry, with a statue of him cumbent and 
praying. The head of this figure was broken oflT, 
and the monument, now in ruins, much defaced 
by the rebels in 1643. Over the arch, which is 
supported by pillars, are the figures of Time and 
Heathy witt an inscription. H^ died in 1616*. 

SotJTH Aisle.— -20. Under a^ monumental arch, 
beneath the end of Prince Arthur's Chapel, (on the 
erecting of which the top of the arch Faa taken 
down) is the tomb of the Countess of Surrey ; she 

* There is a portrait of Bishop Parry (pabtcd in the stjle of Bishops 
Sandjfl and Whitgift at the palace), in the poaaeiuon of Mr. Nash, of 
Sidlmrj, whose wife, by her mother'a side, was a descendant of the 
bishop. Mrs. Mash has a china tea-pot and silver cannister, given by 
Qaeen Elizabeth to the bishop : on the baok of whose portrait, is a 
I^atin and an English inscriptioni On a comer of the picture are the 
arms of Parry, — three lonnges betweeo a (ou, and over tbeie « J&Ma 
v» ^3, Adni 161i,">^ 
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is represented lying thereon, having on her head, 
which rests on a double cushion, a veil, and on her 
chin a whiuiplet, or deep muffler, extending aver 
her breast, and holding in her hands a rosary : se- 
veral escutcheons of arms are dispersed about her, 
and her kirtle, or inward drapery thus blazoned; 
Or. a fret gules, and others on her mantle, Or. 
cheque, gules, and azure, a talbot is couehant 
at her feet. The arms in her inner garments are 
Lord Verdon's, and from thence she is reasona- 
bly supposed to be of that family; and by those 
on her liiahtle being Warren^s, Earl 'of Surrey, 
that she was Countess of Surrey by marriage. 

SI. Under another monumental arch, adjoining, 
and also betieath the chapel of Prince Arthur, is the. 
tomb of Bishop Godfrey Giffard*, who Hes inter* 
red beneath it, in a stone coiBn, near the steps : 
he died in J301. This tomb, which was prepared 
before his death, and originally placed in the cor- 
responding arch on the north side of the altar, wa« 
removed from thence hither, and that of John de 
Constantiis was restored to its place, as before 
mentioned. The figure of this prelate is laid upon 
the tomb, pontifically habited and mitred ; over his 
head is a richly-ornamented gothic canopy, in the 
pediment of which angels are placed to guard his 
repose; his shoes are studded on the tops with 

• Near th .* tomb of Blfihop Giffkrd, on dig^giog the grave of* Rioharcl 
SoHy, iu. I80S» \he sexlians discoTered, in a bf^en stone cOflin, the 
ibort} of a bis'iop, presumed to have been embatn^d ; bnt, appreheDtive 
that pabli^biog this iniglit caase confusion, the late Deao ordered it 
to be coveretl up, uuuoticed* 
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jewels, tlie ftsliion of the times, sculptured upon 
them. The sides of this, and of the tomb of the 
Countess of Sarrey, are uniformly and richly orna- 
mented with a series of saints, martyrs, and apos* 
ties, seated in quatre foils, the spandrills of which 
are filled with the heads of angels : the style and 
fashion of this tomb bespeak it a work of superior 
excellence. On removal, it was most probably- 
curtailed in some of its ancient splendour, more 
especially about the arch in which it was placed ; 
but from the evidences it still retains, without look- 
ing farther into its history, it is strange thftt this 
tomb, which belongs to the fourteenth century, 
should be so pertinaciously assigned to a prelate 
who died SOO years before. The tomb of the 
Countess of Surrey is evidently of the same age. 
^ 22. On the east wall of this chapel was a monu- 
ment erected for Dean Pedor, which being taken 
dowfi, another is there erected to the memory of 
FranciscBB, the wife of Mr. Richard Moystyne: she 
died in 1678. 

23. The next is a handsome raised altar tomb of 
Dean Willis, president of St. John's College, Ox- 
ford : he died 1596. On his tomb was an inscripj 
tion on brass, stolen away before 1641, and the 
arms of the deanery of Worcester, and of St. John's 
College, with his own arms, argent, a chevron, 
gules, between three willow trees, proper, no 
longer visible, as a rebus of the name were also on 
his tomb. A MS. note, by Browne Willis, inserted 
under the article " Francis Willis," as Dean of 
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Worcester, in vol. i. p. 6S8 of his ^^ dAhedrdlsy^ in 
the library of Craven Orde, Esq. says, ^^ this tomb 
at Worcester was repaired bj my greatly impor« 
tuning it, and promise to give somewhat to it, if 
desired, on coming to Worcester; but this was 
never demanded, and so the guinea saved. B. W." 

24. In the east corner is another altar tomb of 
Dean Wilson, D. D. whose inscription is on a 
tablet, fixed on the sputh wall over it : he died 
in 1586. 

25. Under an arch in the south wall, in a recess, 
is an ancient tomb, with a cumbent effigy of Sir R, 
Harcourt, a knight of the crusade, in a helmet, 
surcoat, and coat of mail, somewhat corresponding 
in figure, arms, and attitude to that of Sir James 
Beauchamp,' before described : i^ lion is laid at his 
feet*. 

36. Beneath thiis, on the floor, is an ancieat 
stone coffin of a lady unknown. Her figure is laid 
upon it ; the coiffure, or head dress, is of a pecu- 
liar kind, from which is dependent a veil, on her 
chin a muffler ; ov«r her garments is an outward 
covering or mantle, held up by her right hand, her 
left is placed on her breast, holding her cordon, 
and at her feet a little dog. 

* since Mr. Green wrote, this tomb has been said to be tbat of Sir 
Wm. de Harcoart, knight templar, son of Sir Robert and Isabellt, 
daajj^bter and bc;ir of Richard de Gamvil, who broogbt tb^ manor of StaO' 
ton into the Harooart family ; be adhered to King John in the Raron's 
wars, was in the Holy Land in 1216, was a short time governor of Tam- 
worth Castle, and died in 1219-20. There is a brass plate, with a abort 
ioBoription oti the tomb, plaoed there by order of the late Lord tiarcosrt, 
who presented a short aocoant of Sir Wnu to the late deao. 
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27. In the centre of this cluipel is an ancient 
tomb of Sir Gryffith Ryce, son of Sir Ryce ap Tho* 
mas, as appears bj the inscription round its verge; 
his figure, with his lady's, were of cast brass, in- 
laid on tli« top, but now entirely gone ; — at their 
feet' were interred their children. Sir GryiBth 
died A. D. 1523. The date of the decease of Lady 
Catherine, his wife, daughter of Sir John, is de- 
faced. 

28. On the west wall is fixed a neat monument 
to Mrs. Catherine Talbot, wife of Dr. Talbot, Bi- 
shop of Oxford and Dean of Worcester : she died 
1702. 

MoiruMENTs IN THE CuoiR.— -29. '' On the north 
side of the altar is a very uncouthly compounded 
monument of Bishop Bullingham ; his figure is laid 
on the tomb, on which the superincumbent wall is 
most barbarously piled, so that only the head, 
which is rested on a book, and the upper part of 
his body, with his arms, appear in one opening of 
the wall, and his legs in the other. Before that 
part of the figure which is supposed to belying 
under the wall, but which, in fact, cuts it in two, 
is a tablet with an inscription, over which, to ren- 
der it uniformly absurd, on a shield, the arms of 
the bishop are placed on the dexter side, impaling 
those of the^ee, completely contrary to all armorial 
etiquette. In this state lies the good bishop, with 
his hands elevated, as if imploring a release from 
the barbarisms that surround him." This may be 
all very poetical, but it is not fact. The bishop's 
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hands are clasped upon a bode, wbich he presses 
OQ his breast. An inscription on a stone tablet^ 
over bis head, has been overlooked by Dr. Thomas ; 
vii. ^^ All fleshe is grasse, and all the goodliness. 
is as the floure of the &elde.'^*^Isaiy t* xL And on 
the right of this the following :— - ^ 

«« N. 1576 B. 
'Nicholaus Epvs ' 

WigoiD 
Here borae, here bisbo|i buried here^ 
A BuUinghani by name and stocke, 
A man twise marled in Code's feare, 
tlhief pastor late of Lincoln flocke, 
"Whom Oxford trayned vp in youth, 
Whom Cambridge Doctor did create; 
A paynful preacher of thetrvth, 
He chang'd this lief for happie state. 
18 April S. 1756." 

An inscription, in memory of this bishop, is also 
fixed on the other side of the wall, which leads us 
to suppose that he was interred in the north aisle 
of the Ladies' Chapel : — he died 1576. " A more 
ancient monument, probably, of Godfrey de Gif- 
ferd, appears to have been removed from this 
place, the traces of which are stiir visible within 
the inclosure of the altar and without^ the Ladies* 
Chapel." — Green. 

30. On the left, near this, within an ornamented 
arch, flankfed by two Corinthian pillars, is the 
eifigy of Abigail, wife of Godfrey Goldesburgh, 
Bishop of Gloucester; she is represented in the 
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dress of the age, kneeling and praying; she died 
in 1613. 

31. On the^ight of Bishop BuUingham is a 
monument, removed here, in 1812, from the mid- 
dle pillar in the nave, to the memory of Mrs* Cicell 
Warmstrj, widow of William Warmstry, Esq.* 
registrar of this diocese, as was intimated by a 
sepulchral stone beneath it: she died 1649. She 
19 here represented in a sculpture near two feet 
long, wrapt in her widow's veil, cumbent, with 
her head leaning on her right hand : the muscles 
of the body are admirably well expressed, the 
whole intimating the most piteous dejection and 
emaciating grief. On the top of the monument two 
figures are seated weeping ; above that of the de- 
ceased are these words, in Greek, from Revelations^ 
xiv. 13, '' From henceforth blessed are the dead 
which die in the Lord." Mr. Green says, ^^ almost 
all the English cathedrals and conventual churches 
had one of these skeleton figures, but seldom more; 
here, however, there were two ; this, and one of Mr. 
John Hawton, removed." In Abingdon I find the 
following notice of another ; — '^ Under an arch, on 
the outside of the choir, is the anatomy of a dead 
man wasted to bones, his robe, a shroud, and under 
his head a mitre. This is somewhat defaced, yet 
worser abused when it was turned from a monu* 
ment to & mantle-tree, but was> worthily restored 
by Mr. Nathaniel Tompkins, who, doubtful where 

* Tkere were five tablets to the memory •£ the WsmitrTf . 
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it firgt stood, placed it here. It id likely this por- 
traiture was over some prelate, who, being elected, 
died before he ascended the chair^of his dignity, 
because the mitre is under, not on, his head." 
Green says, ^^ that in the cathedral of Llandaff is 
an anatomical figure of a woman, — one of Bishop 
Fleming, at Lincoln,—- one of Archbishop Chiches« 
ter, (Qy. Chichely) at Canterbury,— in the church 
of Westbury, in Gloucester, one of John Carpen- 
ter, Bishop of Worcester.*' He might have added, 
one also in the church of St. Mary Overie^ 
Southwark.*— See Antiquarian Itinerary. 

32. On the left of Abigail Goldisburgh's tomb, 
in a concavjE) oval, is a bust of the celebrated 
Bishop Gauden, D. D. as large as life, who died 
1663, aged 57 : he is holding in his right hand a 
book, presumed, by Mr. Green, to be the Jcon 
BasiHke. I find Abingdon positively says, " a 
book in his hand, whereon is inscribed eIkSv Beta-iXiKn.^* 
' 33. In a space included between the distance of 
ten and thirteen feet from the north side wall of 
the altar, and one foot within its inclosure, the 
body of William, the gallant Duke of Hamilton, 
'slain at the battle of Worcester, in 1651, lies 
interred. 

34. On the south side of the choir, and parallel 
with the altar, is the chapel or mausoleum of 
prince Arthur, elder brother of King Henry VHI. 
The tomb, in which the body is deposited, is of 
Purbeck marble, throughout decorated with the 
arms of England and France quarterly, painted on. 
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A^ several dies of its sides and ends in quatre foils; 
and, on the verge of its covering stone, the original 
inscription has been restored, as follows, in old 
English: — '^ Heere lyeth buried Prince Arthur the 
first, begotten sonne of the righte renowned King- 
Henry the seaventhe, which noble Prince departed 
out of this transitory life att the castle of 'Ludlowe, 
Ml the seaventeenthe yeere of his father's rangne, 
and in the yeere of our Lorde God, one thou- 
sande five hundred and two." The heart of 
the prince was buried in the chancel of the', 
church of Ludlow, but the inscription, which was 
put up against the north wall, has been white- 
washed over, and thence forgotten. The heart 
was some years since taken up in a silver box, and' 
was found to be double, or, as it is there called, 
fwinney; the box was embezzled by the sexton," 
who was punished for the breach of trust by a dis- 
jBussal from his place. This mausoleum is an ele* 
gant specimen of that class of structure called the 
gothic style : it was erected a. d, 1504. Its form 
is an oblong square, situated immediately in the 
space of the south sectional pillars of the upper 
cross aisle, at that end of the hi^h altar where its 
entrance is provided. An altar was placed in its 
inside, at the east end, beneath the figure of a 
dead Christ, at the foot of the tomb ; here prayers 
were offered by the devout for the repose of the 
soul of the deceased prince. To the service of this 
altar, it is not improbable that the affection of 
Henry VIL had provided a priest to administer 
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religious duties, and a suitable endowment for hie 
,Bupport; there is, however, no proof of this. 

The general design of this chapel is the histoiy 
of the union of the twp contending parties, the 
white and the red rose. The meek and pious 
Henry VI. is placed in contact with the impetuous 
£dwardiy. foes in the senate and the field, at 
peace in their sepulchres ; between which is the me- 
diator with Grod, ^^ for pesfcce and good- will towards 
men/' The figures of these kings have not many 
years been visible; they were only discovered in 
the year 1788. We extract the following, from an 
account of this chapel laid by Valentine Green 
before the Society of Antiquaries : '^ I was struck 
wkh the appearance of that part of its east end 
which had ever been considered as a ruin, the con* 
sequence of the severe visitation of tibat city by the 
Oliverians, after the battle of Worcestev^ in 1651. 
That blank of rude plastering, fornied of the 
coarsest kind of mortar, and occupying nearly one 
third of the whole facade, had not hitherto met 
with the attention it merited ; and I began to ima- 
gine that it must be a covering of some work of an- 
cient art« The remarks I had made were commu- 
nicated to the lav/ Hon. and Rev. Dean St. John, 
whom I accompanied to this chapel, and, on 
breaking some part of the mortar with a pen-knife, 
it struck on the breast-plate of a dead Christ, pftrt 
of which was covered with gilding, a distinction 
on the ancient sculptures which occurs but in very 
few instaaces in this cathedral, except in armorial 
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Vearin^. Before, however, I proceeded ftrtlier, 
I requested a drawing might be taken of the 
chapel in its then state: as soon as this was done, 
the dean and chapter ordered the niches to be laid 
open ; which was accordin|;ly done, with the 
^eatest care, when the following figures were 
produced :— 

'' ist. A religious character, on whose right 
shoulder was a cross, having the end broken oS^ 
leaving it in the shape of a T. 

<^ 2d. A king, crowned, in his regal vestments^ 
and at his feet an animal. 

^^ 3d. Centre niche ; a mutilated figure of a dead 
Christ, the head and hands gone, and the lower 
extremities much injured ; on the body are repre-^ 
sented red spots, expressive of the blood which 
bad issued from his wounds. The drapery, in 
which this figure is placed, is upheld by two angels^ 
represented near the top of the niche, and is partly 
gilt. 

^^ 4th« Another king, crowned, and in his royal 
robes. 

<< 5tfa. A figure in armour, much matilated ; 
the arms and the right leg gone. At the feet of 
tUs figure are the reroaii» of an animal, suiBeieBt 
to shew that it was meant as a dragon, and to esta« 
blish an inference that St. George was the charac^ 
ter meant to be represented. The portraits of the 
Icings are presumed to be those of Henry YI. and 
Edward IV." 

Of the internal ornameiits of this chapel, the 
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etst e«d, where once an altar stood, was. some time 
graced iviih rare ini^»rj work. ^ Here,' sayd 
Abingdoo, ^ are now painted, France and England, 
quartered within the garter, supported with a dra« 
gos and a greyhound, all covered with an imperial 
crown/ and under,' Vitat Regina : it ts also gar- 
nished about with red crosess, inclosing the white ; 
and next, the same arms^ also quartered, with a 
label of three, argent, supported by two stags, pro- 
per, tyred, and unguled ; Or. and over all a princess, 
crown, the vest adorned .with ostrich fefathers, the 
badges of Wales, within .princely crowns,' Two 
displays of royal arms :w.ere therefor^ painted on 
the same canvass or pa&nel,: the first belonging to 
Queen Elizabeth, and the odier to Prince Arthur, 
her uncle. 

' From what Abingdon has stated, as above, it 
appears that the istatnes bad been hid from public 
▼iew before he took fats acopuiit of the chapel, and 
that he had never seen them, but had received in- 
formation that ^^ rare imagery work had formerly 
graced that part of it." The mutilation of the 
figares:af^ar8 Uaf have been anterior to their being 
Covered up^ as near, three parts of a bushel of their 
ftagments Imve been found, mixed with the mortar, 
and pladed in the different cavities about them ; 
among which, painted /in hladc upon the stone, 
w^ the following part df an inscription ; S^pStlT* 
The alt^r, .which Abin^on Has noticed to have been 
in this chapel, was placed underneath the centre^ 
iiichey at the feet of the dead Christ, and opposite 
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<&e fool cJf the prince's tomb; it was destroyed 
at the time the figures were covered up, knd wheil 
the painted arms he has described were placed be^- 
fore that plastering which was lately removed. 
So long as that period of Queen Elizabeth's reign 
in which she assumed the decided independent 
government of the church, have these statues been 
ftecluded (torn observation, and this elegant struc- 
ture bereft of its highest ornament." 

35. The Tomb of King John. . 

" Now," sayeth AbiAgdon, ^' to colme toth^ 
Monuments ; of which I will begin with his first, 
who is the ancientest in England, of all his Ma* 
jesty's Royal and Lineal Ancestors, from William 
the Conqueror,— King John I mean ; for titnfij 
the First, although he was iftti^rred in his magnifi^ 
cent Abby, at Readings yet is he involved in the 
Ruins and deformed Heaps of that confused Chaos; 
Hither was the Body of this King, when he had 
closed hisEyes intbat turbuIentNightof this Realm, 
conducted by his faithful Subject and Servant, that 
glorious Son of England^ William Marshall^ Earl* 
of Pembroke. In the midst of the Choir, on a* 
fkir railed Marble Monument, lieth his Portraiture^ 
in his Royal Ornaments, wearing a Ct'own on his- 
Head, wherein is written JOHANNES RE^ 
ANGLIJE; in his right Hand a Sceptre, now broken, 
his left on his Sword hanging by his Side, at his Feet 
a Lion. Or. and below in Eight several Panes, 
Gules, three Lions passant gardant, Or. So shinetb 
he all in Gold; between two Bishops crossing hini^ 
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tignifying, I thrnk, Si. Oswald aud SU Wohlam^ 
beneath who^^e two Sepulchres, or Shrioes, he be- 
queathed his Body to Rest; for towards the North, 
under the Wall of the Choir, St. Oswdldy Arch* 
bishop of York and Bishop of tVorcesler, was bu* 
ried, where remaineth now a plain Marble Stone ; 
unless that were his Tomb, which Monument being 
railed on the Outside of the same Wall, resembleth 
a Bishop vested for the Altar, with his Mitre on his 
Head, supported with two Angels, and a Lion at hit 
Feet, all under an Arch and somewhat defaced; and 
on the South and outward Wall of the Choir, an- 
swerable to this, is St. Wdsian's raised Monument, 
representing a Bishop, with a rich Mitre, and glo- 
riously vested in his Pontificalibus, at his Head and 
Feet Angels, and on the Side of the Tomb St. Peter 
and St. Paul, with other Saints, on several Panes 
engraved ; and to shew the Excellency of this an- 
cient Work, all this is cut out of one Marble. Over 
this riseth aloft Prince Arthur^s curious Chapel.^' 
We have quoted this far from Abingdon, in order 
to shew how far he agrees with Green ; who say^ 
*Mn the choir, near the ascent of the high altar, 
lies King John ; the inscription, Johannes Rex, &c. 
is now entirely defaced ; the point of his sword is 
received into the mouth of a couchant lion at hit 
feet*. This figure is as large as life, on each side 

* We miy date the time of tbe erection of tbi^ elHgy aboat tbe middle 
of tbe 13th centary ; it was, acoordiBg to Mr. Walpole, the work of 
CaTallini, an Italian sculptor, patronised bjr Edward i. and might poaaiblj*. 
at Mr. Goagb Miertsy be tbe portrait of that kiag.-*5ee Stuhelef? 
Itineranj, 
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of him are small cumbent images of the bidliops 
St Oswald and St. Walstan, of one stone of fine 
grey marble; they are represented with censors 9 
as censing him. King John died, Oct. 19, ^215, 
in tlie 51st year of his age ; being rather corpulent, 
his bowels were taken out and buried at Croxton 
Abbey, a house of monks, of the order called 
PremoDstratensis, in Staffordshire, the abbot of 
which was his physician, and who embalmed him ; 
Iris body, according to his desire, w:;is inter-' 
red in this church, having on a monk's cowl; 
wbich'Was deemed in those days a good passport 
through the pur^torial regions. — See an Account 
of the Death, Ss'c. of King John^ at Swinheady under 
the //e«rf— RoYAii Visits. The tomb is a ceno- 
taph, and there is no longer a railing, as men - 
ttoned by Abingdon. 

'The Discovery of the Body op King Johit. 
—Among the various circumstances which eventu- 
ally produced the discovery of the body of King 
John to have been deposited in the tomb in the 
ohoir of the cathedral church of Worcester, the . 
following, as the, most prominent, are conceived 
necessary to be stated.— ^In the course of Mr. 
Green's researclies in his history of this cathedral, 
and a minute examination of its fabric and monu- 
mental remains, he was led to adopt the opinions 
of the most, learned of our antiquaries^ who ap- 
pear to have joined in a conclusion, that, although 
the original iinterment of King John had taken, 
place in the Ladles' Chapel of that cathedral, be- 
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iwe^nihe sepulchres of the saints, Oswald and 
Wnistan, before the altar of the Blessed Virgin, 
yet, that the effigy of the king, at the time of the 
Reformation, was removed from his grave and laid 
upon the tomb which had been newly erected in the 
choir to receive it, and that this was done without 
removing the body, which was conjectured to have 
been left in its original state of sepulture, in the 
Ladies' Chapel* These conclusions, deduced from 
the accounts and authorities of Lelaiid, Abingdon^ 
Dr. Stukely, Browne Willis ♦, Mr. Garbet, Mr. 
Gough, Dr. Nash, and others, had been o]q[N>sed 
by Dr. Thomas and Mr. Dougharty; the first af« 
firming the interment of King John to have been 
in the choir, in the place on which the tomb now 
stands; and the last, that the royal body remained 
within the tomb: after weighing these opposite 
opinions with the most scrupulous attention, and 
proving, by actual admeasurement, the assertion 
of Dr. Thomas, ^' that graves could be made thei«,'' 
to be erroneous; and that Mr. Dougharty had 
asserted that which it would seem he had not 
actually examined; and also that what he advanced 
was invalidated by another respectable authority, 
which states, from what must have been imagined 
the result of careful iinspection, '^ that no bones 
were found in the sepulchre.'' Thus warranted by 
ancient and modern testimony, and strongly forti- 

* ITtTe, in the middle, above tbe stalls, stands Kiogf John's tomb, 
whose corpse, if interred here, most be enclosed in it above groond, since 
tbf ro can be DO srare dtig in this part.— WiUis's CathkdraU. 
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fied by personal investigation ; together with a 
modern altar tomb, of the precise form and style of 
embellishment of that of Prince Arthur in the ad* 
joinino^ chapel, and probably the work of the same 
artists, it was felt, that without better proof to the 
contrary, it would have been a presumption, fa- 
vouring too much of pertinacity, to have asserted 
that the remains of King John were first deposited 
there, or that any other sign of him was to be ex* 
pected, out of his grave in the Virgins' Chapel, 
than the effigy of his person, t^umbent, on the ce* 
notaph in the choir. The principle of those 
opinions had been adopted by Mr. Green so early 
as 1764, and then made public, in the first edition 
^f the Survey of TForcester^ nxidy in 1788, personally 
discussed with the Hon. and Rev; Dr. St. AndrewSt^ 
John, then Dean of Worcester, who was induced, 
from what then passed on the subject, to adopt the 
resolution of opening the tomb to ascertain the 
fact ; but his death, which happened previous to 
the publication of the second edition of the History 
of Worcester^ preventing the intended search, those 
conjectures, with much aiisiiliary and concurrent 
support, were again avowed, and have again been 
published. To the Rev. Dr. Arthur Onslow, the 
late Dean of Worcester, Mr. Green ventured to 
suggest the idea of removing the tomb of King 
John, in the event of the improvements projected^ 
and which have siiice taken place, in the internal 
arrangement of the cathedrals As a measure of 
expediency, its removal had long been the wish of 
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many, thereby to restore the orderly conduct of the 
devotional services of the church, subjected to 
much annoyance by the then position ojf the tomb, 
exactly in the approach to thealtai:. The caprices 
of modern reformation having no share in the pro- 
jected arrangement, much less the unnecessary and 
indecent disturbance of royal inhumation, — useful 
accommodation, and the attainment of decorous 
order^ si|itable to the solemn purposes of the place, 
beiog the ultimate objects in view, o-n Monday, 
the 17th July, 1797, the taking* down of the tomb 
of King John was proceeded upon in the. following 
order*. - * 

On the removal of the royal effigy, and the stone 
slab on which it had b^n laid, and which had been 
broken in two in some former operations abcHit the 
tomb, the objects first presented to view within it 
were two partition walls.of brick f, raised te assist 
in the support ,of the side and end pannels to carry 
4;he weight of the slab {Ind effigy. The spaces be- 

* "On the 17tli July, 1797, the workmen were ordered to reinoTe the 
tothb of King John, and, as part of my duty,. I attended the men at six 
o'dock in (he morning. Ob 1 . wlyat a tr«at for the antiqaariani And, for- 
tanately for them and Mr. Green, that I took my rulcj pen, ink, and 
paper to put down every thjug that presented itself to us, otherwise it 
-woald have been impossible to have obtained it aecorately, bad I not 
done this before it was made known. Having made every observation I 
thought necessary, I sent one of the men with a message to the Dean, who 
came' to view the body, aiid gave orders to admit gentlemen and ladies to 
^ee it, bat that one of the sextons should be preseot. The crowd be- 
came so great, we were forced to open the doors to them, and it was five 
oV,lo(;k before we could leave the church or shut the doors.*' — Vide JeaVi 

t « Of stone and brick."— Jeal, 
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ffWeen these wall$,^and between them and tbe ends • 
of tbe tomb,*- were filled up with th^ vubbUh of 
bricks an4 mortar* Oa tatting down the p^jinel at 
the head^ and one on each side, and^ cleariAff Pitt 
the rubbish, two strong elm boards, originally 
joined by a batten nailed at each end of them, but 
which had dropped off and left the boards loose*, 
were next discovered, and upon th^ir, removal, the 
stone co$n, of ^hjcl) they had formed the covering, 
containing the entire remains of King John^ be* 
came visibly t. 

Having thps far made use of Mr. Green's words 
relative to the state of the skeleton of King John^ 
we shall proceed to correct those inadvertencies 
which he has fallen into, and which we are thorough- 
]y enabled to do, from the very polite assistance 
alFordedus by Mr. Sandford, Surgeon, of Worcester; 
that gentleman, as Mr. Green justly observes, be- 
ing convened with the Dean and Chapter, &c. oa 
the opening of this tomb. We shall keep Mr. 
Sand ford's remarks wholly distinct from those 
obligingly sent us by another gentleman, present 
on the same occasion, on whose accuracy we can 
depend, as also the memoranda of the late Mr. 
* Jeal, sexton of the cathedral, who made his notes 

♦ " 'Flie boards were firm and strong.'* — Jeal, 

t The elm boards were evidsnfly not the original coTeriDg of the 
codit), which no doubt had been of stone, and which a tradition, very 
carre.it in Worcester at the time the tomb was inspected, reports 
was broke open some 60 or 70 years previous ; at tliat time these elm 
boards were in all probability sabstitated for the original stone lid. K. 
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before tbe Dean and Chapter were admitted, and 
eonsequently before the crowd of people were so 
great as to prevent a minute inspection, leaving 
4>ur readers to form their own conclusions. 

Description of the Skeleton, SfC. of King John, as 
drawn up by Mr. Sandford. 

' The body, or rather the skeleton, was found to 
have been adjusted in the stone coffin, precisely in 
the same form as the figure on the tomb, but the 
scull, which was loose, instead of being placed 
with the face in the usual situation, presented the 
foramen magnum, or that opening from whicfh the 
spine proceeds, turned upwards; or, in simple 
terms, the scull was detached or lying on its 
crown ♦. The lower part of the os frontis was so 
much perished as to have become nearly of an even 
sur&ce, with the buttoms of the sockets of the 
eyes. The upper jaw contained four teeth, in very 
good preservation, and free from caries,— -two of 
them were dentes morales, and two biscupides. 
The lower jaw was separated from the scull, and 
found near the right elbow; the coronoid pro-^ 
cesses were very perfect, as well as the condyles ; 
there were no teeth in this jaw ; the ulna of the 
left arm was detached from the skeleton, and ly- 
ing obliquely on the breast ; the ulna of the right 

^ '< Mr, Staflbrd, tbe preient ftextOD^ who mtm present at tbe opening of 
tbe tomb, assured me Ibattbe ^cllll was found Ijiog nearly on tbe right 
sbonlder, wbere it was placed, as Mr. S. describes it, bj some one bt^ 
fore tbe Dean and otbers were admitted. 
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arm lay nearly in its proper place, but tte tadiuif 
of each arm, and the bones of each hand, were 
missing ; the bones of the ribs, pelvis, &c. were 
90 much covered with dust, and the foldings of 
the decayed robe, as not to be clearly distin- 
guishable; part of the tibia of the right leg lay 
in nearly its proper position, and was exposed to 
Tiew ; the knee of this limb appeared to have 
been contracted*, and not lying so strait down as 
the left. The bones of the toes were in good pre- 
servation) more particularly those of the right 
fbet* The rest of the bones, more especially those 
of the lower extremities, were nearly perfect, and 
on. the whole appeared to lay as they might na« 
turally have done in the living subject. Some 
large pieces of mortar were found with the skeleton 
in the stone coffin t, and vast quantities of dry 
sl^ih^ of maggots:): : these are supposed to have 
been produced by some part of the original body 
having gone into putrefaction (a circumstance ima- 
gined sometimes to have happened notwithstanding 
the precaution of embalming) previous to its re- 
moval. The bowels and heart of King John were 

* CooH this bare beeo occtaloned by any ad?entitioiu oirqpnittaiice ? 
t " If mortar it was remarkably white and rery fine."« J^a!. 

% Hie durabiUty of these tittle seni-tFRBspareiit animal snbstanoes was 
absolutely sorpriuiig ; they bore some resemblance to the eoVeriog, takeo 
from the tail part of the slvimp, bot not more dian a qoarler of the sum. 
It is reported that some person intraded in this skin a live maggot, which 
he ased as a bait in fishing, and from (his originated tbe stlly tale of a 
person fishing with one of the maggots foaod in the body of King John. 
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buried in Croxton Abbey, in Staffbrdshire, the 
abbot of which had been his physicran, and per- 
formed the operation of embalming hifti.--— See jfifo** 
Unshed. Thus the maggots, having remanfied un- 
disturbed, were, upon the preseftt discovery, seen- 
in such great numbers : or, that sothe part of i\\& 
dress, being of leather, they might have been pro- 
duced by the natural putrefaction; oP that animal 
substance. The skeletoa mea^recf 5 *ffeet' 6 infches 
and a half*. 

The Dress in which the body of the Kihg was 
found, appears also to have been ^inrilaf to^ that iit 
which his figure is represented on " the tomb, ex*' 
cepting the glovos on its hands, and the crown orf 
its head, which on the scull in the coffin was found 
ix^ be the celebrated monk's cowl, which was whole, 
in -which he is recorded to have been buried, as a- 
passport through the Regions of Purgatory. This 
sacred en vellope appeared to Tiave fitted the head 
very closely, and had beeti tied t or backled under 
the chin by two straps, parts of which remained, 
but the bnckles or clasps, which were probably of 
great value, were gone. The body was covered' 
with a robe, reaching from the neck nearly to the 
ftet X ; it had some of its embroidery still remain- 

* Altboagli (be body racasared 5 feet 6| inches, and the coffin 5 feet 
7 iuohes at the longest ei^tremity witfaiuy there is no reason to suppose he 
•ottid be so tall by several inches. K. ■ 

t Certainly not tied.-><-Jea/. 

% Mr. Stafford informs me it was so strong, as with diSicnTty it coufd ' 
be rent; This statement and that of Mr. Jeal is corrul^orated by Mr. 
Sandford. 
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ing near the right knee ; it was apparently of crim- 
son damask, and of strong texture : its colour, 
however, was so totally discharged from the effect 
of time, that it is but conjecturally it can be said 
to have been of any, but what has now pervaded 
the^whole object ; namely, a dusky brown ;— the 
cuflF of the left arm, which had been laid on the 
breast, remained. In that hand a sword *, in a 
leather scabbard, had been placed as on the tomb, 
parts of which, much decayed, were found at in- 
tervals down the left side of the body, and to the 
feet, as were also parts of the scabbard, but in a 
much more perfect state than those of the sword. 
The legs had on a sort of ornamented covering, 
which was tied round at the ancles, and extended 
over the feet, where the bones were visible through 
the decayed parts ; the string about the left ancle 
still remained t. 

The upper part of those coverings could not be 
traced, and it is undecided whether they should be 
termed boots, or whether they were a part of the 
under dress, similar to the modern pantaloons. 
It would have been fortunate had it been deter- 
mined whether they were of leather, or of what 

* Tlie fragments of tlie sword scarcely retaiDed the appearance of ever 
having; been metal, beings corroded completely tfaroogb, and redaced to a 
kind of soft brown earth ; or, as Bailer observes, 
'* Had eat into itself for lack 
" Of somebody to hew aqd hack." K. 

t The feet were in a wrapping of the same as the under robe^ and tied 
roand the le;^ with a lace uf the same. — JeaPi MS, 

Y 
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sort of drapery ; most probably composed of un* 
drest leather. 

The Coffin is of the Higlej stone of Worces- 
tershire, white, and chissel levelled ; wholly dissi- 
milar in its kind to either that of the foundation of 
the tomb, its pannels, covering, or figure of the 
king. A very considerable fracture runs through it, 
in an oblique direction, one foot six inches from the 
left shoulder, to two feet nine inches from the right. 
The coffin is laid upon the pavement of the choir, 
without being let into it : its original covering is 
that stone out of which the efiigy of the king is 
sculptured, and now lying on the tomb, the shape 
of which is exactly correspondent with that of the 
stone cofiin, and its extreme dimensions strictly 
proportionate to its purpose. 

Measures. 

ft. in. 
Depth of the cavity of the stone coffin in which the 

body is contained L 9 

Ditto of the circular part, contaioingf the head Gf 

Ditto of the outside of the coffin 1 O 

Thickness of the sides, ends, and bottom 3 

Length inside 5 7 

Extreme lenf^th outside , 6 1 

Breadth at the head 2 2 

at the feet 1 O 

Length of the orig^inal cover or lid of the stone coffin 6 4 

Breadth at the head 2 5 

Breadth at the feet ^ I 2 

Remarks by Green. — ^^ It hath already been 
said^ that the foregoing discovery of the Femain9 
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of King John had resulted from the strong assump- 
tions of conjecture, founded on the opinions of 
former antiquaries of established character, and 
supported by those of others of the present tinies^ 
' asserting that the original sepulchre and interment 
of the^royal body was in the Ladies' Chapel of this 
cathedral ; nor has the least circumstance, from the 
recent disclosure of it in the tomb in the choir, 
arisen to invalidate those opinions and conjectures. 
Let then the reader form in his imagination the 
stone cofGn, in which the remains of the king now 
repose, to be let into the floor of the Ladies' Chapel, 
between the figures of the two bishops already 
laid there, and so deep as to have its top level with 
the pavement ; and let him also suppose the sculp- 
tured figure of the king, now lying on the tomb, 
placed on the coffin as its covering, and which 
would apparently seem laid on the floor ; he will 
then have the entire ancient sepulchre of King 
John, as originally constructed in that chapel, fully 
before his mind's eye. Those of the two prelates 
are precisely of the same fashion, laid the same 
depth in the earth, and in nothing difierent but the 
sculptures, and the kind of stone of which they 
are formed. It is presumed, from the abundant 
evidences apparent on the view of the royal body 
and its. appendages, that they have unquestidnably 
undergone a translation since the time of their ori- 
ginal interment in this cathedral: the change in 
the position of the scull, the displacing of the jaws, 
the loss of the bones of the hand, and the radii of 
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both arms ; the mutilations of the sword and its 
scabbard, and the broken fragments of the mortar 
upon and below the abdomen, the large fracture, 
supposed to be entirely through the stone coffin, 
and lastly, the tomb itself, of modern construction, 
paired indeed, but not matched, with the ancient 
form, form together a testimonial phalanx of evi- 
dence much too strong to be resisted, with a view 
to prove, that the place in which the body is now 
found deposited, is not that of its first inter- 
ment." The impatience of the multitude to view 
the royal remains became so ungovernable as to 
make it necessary to close up the object of their 
curiosity with some degree of precipitancy : on the 
evening of Tuesday, July 18, 1797, the day after 
it had been taken down, and the ro}al remains laid 
open to the view of some thousands of spectators, 
who crowded to the cathedral to see it, the tomb of 
King John was completely restored and finally 
closed. 

The difficulty of giving a clearer representation, 
by an engraving, of the position of the scull of 
King John, has prevented us from attempting 
what would rather add to the obscurity of that 
which we should attempt more clearly to explain. 
It will be seen by this statement of Mr. Sandford^s, 
^' the lower jaw, and not the upper jaw, was dis- 
placed from the scull, and found near the right 
elbow. here was no appearance of grey hairs 
under the covering of the head, nor any toe 
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nails visible*, and this is corroborated by Mr. 
Jeal's MS. 

Since drawing up of the above account, we have 
met with the following notice among Mr. Jeal's 
papers, and which has never been published :— " On 
Tuesday, Nov. 26, 1793, in the presence of the 
Dean^ his son, Mr. Andrew St. John, Mr. Kilvert, 
Mr. Plumptree, and Dr. Layard, the stone war 
removed under which it is supposed King John 
was buried. Upon removing this stone we disco- 
vered a heap of bones, in about half the length of 
a stone coffin, the upper or head part having been 
inostl) taken away. One stone, which had the 
appearance of being the head stone, was placed at 
the upper end of this half coffin, the head and other 
bones were put into this half coffin, but there were 
no remains of lead, wood, or anv thing else. Upon 
examining the grbund, I found, close to this half 
coffin, the end of a bric]^ vault; in which, perhaps, 
the daughter of Bishop Maddox was buried. I 
have measured the length of the vault in which the 
bishop was buried, and from the feet of that to 
this half stone coffin, and find it .exactly the same 
length : from this I conclude that, in order to make 
this vault, they took away part of this stone coffin, 
which accounts for the bones being put towards the 
feet. Near the monument of Dean Eades, on the 
pavement, is the effigy of a bishop. The ground 
being hollow, we examined a little into that, and 

* ^ No grey bjuis ; it mast be apart of the stoff of wbioh the dip was 
made. No nails od the lues, nor mortar.**— JeaftiHS. 
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found the effigy coviered a stone coffin, in which 
are bones ; but, as no part of it was removed, I 
cannot ascertain if thej lay in a regular order; if 
.they do, there can be no doubt but the body was 
buried there. From the circumstance of finding 
this stone coffin, covered only by the effigy, and 
the half stone coffin before mentioned, covered 
only by a stone, I am inclined to think, that before 
the altar was removed from under the east window, 
the effigy only of King John, now in the choir, 
covered this half, but then whole, stone coffin; 
and that, upon removing the altar, the effigy was 
removed to where it now is, and the present stone 
put down, but removed to make a vault for Miss 
Maddox." 

Monuments in the Great Cross Aisle. 

36. In the north transept of this aisle, and 
against the east wall, where formerly stood the al- 
tar of the holy cross, is a monument erected to the 
memory of Dr. John Hough, bishop of the dio- 
ijese. He is represented the size of life, habited 
in his robes, which ^re disposed in a bold, free, 
and graceful manner, ^nd seated in an easy digni- 
fied attitude, as rising from a reclining posture, on 
a sarcophagus, which is formed of black marble 
with yellow veins ; his right elbow is resting on 
some books, and his hands joined in the act of de- 
votion : the position of his head is ii^clined towards 
the left shoulder, and somewhat elevated; the 
countenance highly expressive pf quick sense and 
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religious hope. Beneath, to the right of the pre* 
late, is the figure of Religion^ standing on the top 
of the base of the monument, having in her right 
hand the Bible open, which she supports against 
her hip; her left hand is employed in supporting 
a part of the draperjr falling from the bishop, 
which, it appears, would otherwise intercept her 
view, and also that of the spectator of the basso 
relievo, on the face of the sarcophagus. The figure 
of Religion is here viewed in profile, standing at 
due angle with the whole : the gentle stooping of 
her body, as if more minutely inspecting the above 
story, is most happily expressed. The centre of 
gravity is seated on the right foot, supported by 
the stress of the left hand against the drapery, as 
before described ; the left foot, touching only with 
the toes, is no sort of support to it. This attitude, 
though intricate, is amazingly easy; her aspect has 
the sweetness and complacency which should ac- 
company pure religion, yet tempered here with the 
appearance of concern, as though she felt the re- 
moval of an advocate whom she had tried and ap- 
proved. The subject of the bass-relief, represents 
the High Commission Court, held in the hall of 
Magdalen College, Oxford, Friday, Oct. 21, 1687, 
before Cartwright, Bishop of Chester, Wright, 
Chief Justice of the King's Bench, and Jenner, 
one of the Barons of the Exchequer, as visitors 
appointed by James II. to remove Dr. Hough from 
the Presidency of the college, to which he had 
been duly elected by the fellows, and confirmed 
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by the Bishbp of Winchester, appointed by the 
statutes of tbe foundation visitor of that colleg;e. 
The composition is formed of two groups of figures, 
most expressively characteristic of their opposite 
interests in the scene : the first, to the left, con« 
sists of the three tools of tyranny already named, 
seated on the bench, imperious and overbearing ; 
the second represents Dn Hough, at the head of 
the fellows of his college, attired in their academic 
habits, making his defence. ^' The figure of Hough,^' 
says a writer, ^' is so extremely characteristic, and 
the countenance so perfectly expresses the senti« 
ments with which his mind must have been im- 
pressed, that, without knowing the particulars of 
the event which the sculpture records, every one 
may discern he is a man arraigned, whose consci- 
ousness of right makes him bold but not insolent. 
This group is judiciously connected with the first, 
by the introduction of a secretary, seated at a 
table, minuting down the order of the proceedings, 
as directed by the principal commissioner, the 
Bishop of Chester ;— the principal figures in this 
subject are about eight inches high. Opposite the 
figure of Religion is seated a naked boy, weeping, 
his left hand employed in rubbing his eyes ; the 
right hand of the Uttle genius supports an oval of 
black marble, on whose plane is a profile head of 
the bishop's lady, in demi relievo, with this inscrip- 
tion round it, in gold letters, " Bi/ me she was 
most entirely beloved^ and by all other persons . 
esteemed and valued for her good understandings 
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sweet and even temper, courteous and easy cttrriage, 
unblamable life, and prudent and exemplary conduct 
in every condition and circumstance.^^ — Jo. Wor^ 
cester. 

Beneath the subject^ in basso reliefvo, is placed 
the arms of the see of Worcester, impaling those 
of his Lordship, and surmounted by the mitre, 
from each side of which are extended wings. The 
memory of a Hough required the hand of a Roubil- 
liac, to hand down the memory of a man so deserv- 
edly worthy the notice of posterity ; and the artist 
has exerted the whole strength of his talents to 
commemorate the first of bishops. Of the private 
as well as public virtues of this excellent prelate, 
the record entered on his monument, by the pen of 
the late' Dr. Tottie, Archdeacon of Worcester, will 
form the most correct as well as the most concise 
account our pages will allow us to indulge in^ as a 
ikithful picture of the man :— 

SACRED TO POSTERITY 

Be the vertues of the most excellent Prelate, 
Dr. JOHN HOUGH, 
The ever- memorable President of Magdalen College, Oxon, 
In the Reign of K. James II**. 
Called forth to this dangerous &c important station 
For his Learning, Prudence, Piety ; 
He maintained it in the day of Trial 
.With Ability, Integrity, Dignity*. 

. * Dr. Nash sajs, " lo the Inscription on Bishop Hoagh's monamctit, 
and in the copy printed by Mr. Green, is a small deviation from the 
original MS. now before me, written by Dr. Tottie, Archdeacon of 
Worcester. In the ninth line it is engraved Dignity, which in the MS. is 
lielter written Fortitude. 

Z 
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Firm in the iekncfi of the ipvaded Rl^httf et his CoIIegv, 

How providpDtially for this Cburph & Matioo 
He opposed the rage of Popish Superstition & Tyranny, 
Let the Annals of England testify. 
In happier times 
He was adranced to be a sruardian ot the Religion & Libertiei 
of his Country. 
Ifi hoDoncable testimony of his eminent sf^nrices to both, 
W?s made Bishop of Oxford, a d. 1690 ; 
Was translated to the see oC Lichfield and Coventry, a. d. 1699 ; 
To the see of Worcester, a. d. 1717, 
In his faithful administration of the Pastoral office, 
By prodent government, b> impartial affectiun, 
By persuasive example, 
He was honoared and b^Javed, 
And left to each spccessour a weU-regulated diocese. 
In every condition and relation. 
From the influence of a Hvely faith, 
Pfpm the overfl<m i* gs of a benevolent heart, 
It was the basiness k pleasnre of his life 
To serve God & to do good. 
His benefactions to Magdalen College, ^ to his Episcopal 
houses, 
Are iilnstrioos & lasting monuments of his munificence ; 
Yet much were they cTcelled by the nobler instances 

Of his diffusive nnbonnded Charity. 

His courteous affabilitv & engasfing condesrension 

Were the delight of the numerous partakers ' 

Of his generous hospitality^ 

Girace was in his address & dignity in bis deportment ; 

In conversation — Propriety & pureness of Language; 

In writing — Ease & Elegance of IStyle, 

> Embellished 

The justness, the Delicacy, the Humanity, the Piety of biil 

Sentiments. 

Blest with utiinterrupted health & tranquillity of mind, 
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H^ppy in his life 5e in bis deatb^ 

Full of Honour <& rul) ot days. 

Id the 93J year of his a^^^e, & the 5^d of hts Consecratioby 

In the consciousness of a well-spent life, 

lo sUreds certiiin Hope of «k jo fiif Reiurrectioof, 

He expired \vitboiii a groan. 

He was the sim of John Houghi Citizen of honStm^ ond 
Margarei his wifci daughter of John Byrthe^ of Leaeroft^ in 
the county of Stafford^ Esq. and married Lettice^ daughter of 
Thimas Fisher^ of Walthall^ in the county of Warwick^ Esq 
hy Dorothy his rbife^ daughter of John L&con, of West Coppice^ 
in the county of Saiop^ Esq. She was the relici of SHr Charles 
Lee, of BUlesley^ in the e&unty of Warwick, He tras horn 
April Id, 1651, and died May 8, 1743. She was born. 
July 20, 1659, and died Adv. >2, 1722: both lie inlet red in 
our Lady^s ChapeL 

This moiiutnent was erected at the expense of 
Mr. John Byrche, the Bishop's executor. 

The whole is finished with a pyramid of fine 
grey marble as its ground, and the monument is 
happily fixed at a due distance from the north win- 
dow of the great cross aisle, so that the effect of 
the claro obscuro is thereby rendered very beau- 
tiful; its height is about twenty-four feet. 

An ancient stone, near to the north wall of the 
^realt cross aisle, near to Dr. Hough's monument, 
was conjectured to have lain over the remains of 
Wm.de Molendinis, who, according to the Worcester 
AnnalSy died in 1296, before he had finished thd 
eastern part of St. Oswald's church, which he had 
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raised from the ground, and was buried before the 
altar of St. Crucis, or Holy Cross, to which he had 
given vessels for its use, and an annual rent for 
lights. When this cathedral was under repair, in 
1752, on taking off the top of a tomb, or stone 
coffin, the inscription of which was obliterated, 
excepting the date, " 1296," the bones were found 
firm, most of them adhering together in the same 
posture as when interred, and about the scull and 
shoulders appeared something like a sacking, or 
sack-cloth, very fresh. 

37. On the west wall, and opposite to Bishop 
Hough's monument, is a handsome ^nd well- 
designed monument to the memory of another pa- 
triot, Sir Thomas Street, Knight, in a square 
recess, surmounteid with a pediment, placed upon 
the plynth or base of which is an urn with his coat 
of arms, from ivhich a cherub has withdrawn a 
festooned drapery ; the child holds the wand and 
Cap of Liberty in his left hand.. At the feet of the 
urn, on the right, lays the ensigna of Justice, and 
on the left a book, open, oa which is inscribed 
« Articuli MAGN^E CHARt^E Libertatem.'' 
On the plynth of the monument is the following^ 
inscription, in a tablet of black marble, in gold 
letters :— 

'* In the cloister of tins cathedral are interred the remainft 
of Sir Thomas Street, Knight, who was for many years town 
clerk of the City of Worcester, and from a just regard of the 
citizens chosen to represent them in Parliaraenf ; beluga aAer- 



Digitized by 



Google 



181 

jvrards deservedly advanced to tbe degree of Sarjcant at Law» 
by the favour of Kio^ Charles IL he was appointerd a jatlge in 
the Welch Circuit, some short time after, a baron of the Excbe* 
quer, aad from thence was removed to the King's Bench. 
With great reputation, and greater integrity, he fulHIled every 
office of an upright judge ; and when, in the succeeding reigs 
of an impolitic and no less unhappy prince, power, set in op- 
position to the laws, had well nigh subverted the state, he 
alone of all the judges had the courage to withstand the un- 
constitutional attempts of the Court. — In him, at all times and 
on every occasion, his country found a strenuous asserter of 
her civil and religious rights, and an exemplary pattern of all 
virtue. He died the 8th day of March, 1696, in the 70th 
year of his age, 

** To perpetuate the memory and bring anew to light the cha- 
racter of his illustrious ancestor, £dward Combe caiiseJ tbift 
monument to be erected, in the year of our Lord 1774." 

The whole reflects great credit on the talents of 
Wilton, who executed this, sculpture. 

38. Next tp the monument of Sir John Street, 

is a neat mural tablet, sacred to the memory of 

ELEANOR MONTGOMERY, 

Widow of 

Alexander Montgomery, of Balleylook, in the County of 

Menaghan, in Ireland, 

VVbich county, with undeviating integrity for forty yeait 

He faithfully represented in Parliament. 

Her talents and attainments were various and eminent; 

Her manners dignified and amiable ; 

Her piety fervent and sincere. 

She departed this life on the 14th day of September, 181^ 

In the 92d year of her age. 

This monument was erected 

By her affectionate daughters, 

jiydaey and Anna Maria Montgomery, 
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S9. Next to this, and under tb« north window^ 
U n bfiitdsome tablet monument, surniounted by aA 
urn, bearing the arms of St. John impaling Ckacey*^^ 

Totlip M^'mory 

Of the floti. and Hrt St. An 'r^w ^. John, D. D. 

Second sou oi John, tenth Lord St, Jo!in, of BM^oe, 

D/au (if this Cathedral; 

tvbo difd March 23<i, 1795, a?«d 04. 

Thin tnoniinirn', ttie last < ark of filial affectk>ii, 

tras elected hy his l!^ti, A. SI. 

40. On the east wall, and over the crypt door^ 
is a mural monument, with a small vase, to th#^ 
lll^mory of Dean Evans, thus inscribed X"^ 

M. S. 
TtrOOTAS EVAN'S, S. T. P. 

Arrhidiaooni Vi^orniensis. 

Ecclesloe hujttsce Proebendaftt 

Ssnofr bomiiiiA probiqtte 

Mnjmlaris priidipnfhier 

Et comitatM HiMtissimfle, 

Hw p«iBt tiiBOs oeto et ectogiBtft 

Brne' placide, que actM 

Mort oh. 

Prid Id. Ah^. 

M«CCC](V, 

41. On the same wall of the ^otith transept^ 
where anciently stood the altar of Sf. Simon and 
St. Jude, is the monument of Bishop Maddox, 
corresponding in size with that of Bishop Hough ; 
but here the cumpaf isoo> as a work of art, goes 
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io farther. The Male on f^bich it has been ex^« 
cuted, with an evident intention that it shoiiM form 
a companion to Roubilliac*9 sublime production^ 
evinces the liberality with which it was undertaken^ 
as an h.notrable testimon) of respect to the ve« 
nerable prelate it commemorates. It has, on a 
pannel of the base, the following ioscriptioji :— 

MiT taia Mamlb 

RpcorJ to future tiroes 

The excellent endovnieDts and beneficent Tirtnes 

•f Dr. ISAAC MADIiOX, Bishop of ibis dioeese; 

jkn exact Knotvledg^e of the constiiutioj* of this national Cburcb^ 

And an active Zeal for ils'sii|ipQrt and PfCM»perity, 

M^nJteHted o.i a variety of occasions, 

And especiaUy in writinuf a jmUcicms Vmijtha4iofi 

Of the plan of the Reformation adopted bv Q. £lizabeth» 

Emiuentl^ qnalitied him for tbe prolan ; 

All the extensive and imiiortam duties of wiiich function 

He perfec tly nndtrstuod and conscieatiously fliscbarged| 

With Fervour,. Frudence, and Integrity. 

Tbe Lo*e of his Couutry 

(The ru'io^ itassion of bis truly English heart) 

tJrged him to promote with un wearied care 

Loyalty, Industry, Soln-iety, 

i4nti whatever n>igbt secure ^nd increase tbe public welfaie. 

A Father to Uis Clertpy, 

He directed ibem by his Counsil, 

Supported them by his luihority, 

4nd assisted tbem by bis Liberality ; 

A rare exantpie ! 
After many other bona itul donations, 
He assigned ^20() per aniium, durinj;;' his life,^ 
For the auguientatiun of the smaller benefices of kis dioceio. 
A guardian of tho Poor, 
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He abonnded io private charities and encouraged eterj 

public one : 

Jjong may tbe sick and impotent bless tbe Patron, 

And those of this countj, the Institutor of Infirmaries. 

Hospitality and Generosity, 

Enlivened with Cheerfulness, Affability, and Good-nature, 

Were the distinguishing^ virtues of the man and the friend : 

And the piety and fortitude of the Christian 

Were brought to the test and stood the trial 

In two roost afflicting circumstances, — 

The death of a lovely daughter. 

In whom, at xi years of age, 

- All the graces of the mind, dwelling in the most elegant form, 

Not only began to dawn. 

Bat seemed to be hastening to maturity ; 

And the death of a most accomplistied son, at the age of xvii, 

Whose virtuous disposition and uncommon attainments 

in Learning, 

Deserved and received the favour and applause 

Of Eton and Christ Church* 

Conjugal and maternal affection. 

Weeping over the mingled ashes' 

Of her much-honoured and much-lamented Lord, 

And of her dear children, 

Erected this monument to their memory. 

He was bom July 27, 1697; was appointed Clerk of thfif 
Closet to Queen Caroline in 1729 ; was made Bean of Welts 
in 1733 ; was consecrated Bishop of St. Asaph in 1736 ; and 
was translated to the see of Worcester in 1743. He married, 
in 1731, Elizabeth, daughter of Richard Price, of Hayes, in 
the County of Middlesex, Esq. and died Sept. 27, 1759 ; 
leafing to a tender mother's care one surviving beloved 
daughter, since given in marriage to the Hon. and Rev. 
Mr. York, Dean of Lincoln. 

Prince Hoareftcit, 
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Near ibis monmneiM, ereeteil by herself to the ineinory of 
^er much-loved husband find dear children, and in ihe sam« 
Vault with him, are deposited^ the remains of Mrs. Eli/ubeih 
B'laddox, who departed this life in the vear of our Lord, 1789, 
on the 19th of February, and in the 89th year of her agre.— 
She was amiable and exemplary in every part of her conduct^ 
and piously hopefal, through the merits of her Redeemer, of 
everlasting happiness. 

Upon the base of the monument which has the 
above inscription, is a whole-length figure, with an 
inverted torch, said to be intended for , Conjugal 
Fidelity. She is leaning on a sarcophagus of black 
niarble, on which is, in bass relief, a representation 
of the good Samaritan, pouring in oil to the wounds 
of the man who has fallen among thieves; on the 
sarcophagus is an urn, surmounted by a mitre 
and the arms of the see. This monument was 
executed by Prince Hoare, uncle of the present 
painter. 

42. Under the great window of this transept is 
a neat monument to the memory of Mrs. Henrietta 
Wrottesley, daughter of Sir Walter Wrottesley : 
she died in 1719. 

43. Beneath, to the right, on the same wall, is 
the monument of the late Bishop Johnson : a very 
excellent bust, esteemed a great likeness, and 
highly expressive of the animus temper atus aqua* 
libusj which was the characteristic of his lordship's 

, countenance, and reflects great credit on the talents 
•f Nolikins as a sculptor. The design is by Ro^ 

A A 
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lAoydy under raftster of Westminster School :-— ^ 
1st part. 

M- S. 

Viii admodDm Rev* Jacobi Jobmon, 

Qui optimaiD in4lolein feliciter promovit, 

Collegii prinfum WestmoDasteriuisis, 

Deinde £dis Christi, 

AlumDus, 

Erat 

Increnio culto et urbano, 

Animo teroperato et sequahili, 

Saramain suos Pietateet-Munificentia, 

Studio ID Amicos ardentissitno 

BeseFolentia erg^a omnes 

InsigQiR, 

Aliquando Scbobs Westmonaat HypodidagcaIu» 

£xiBde Ecclesi® Pauline Londiu. Pnipbeiidarius. 

Sd part* 

CoDsecratus anno mdcclii Episcopus Glocest. 

Postea MDccLix Vigorniam translatus. 

Ubi duas Episcopates Domos 

Splendide et eleganter 

Restaaravif ; 

Ob omnia Praesulis officia rit^ prestita. 

Clero sno, totique Dioecesi, 

Acceptissimus. 

Tandem, dum Bathoniae, salutis ergo, degebal 

Ab Equo priecipitatus 

Morte, 

Flebili ben t et pene repentina 

ied pio proboque Viro nunquam intempestivft 

Abreptus est. 

1^ P. ftocciiXxiv. iEt 8Utt septuagesimo. 



Digitized by 



Google 



187 
On the plynth of this tomb is inscribed-^ 

Hoc Marmor Sarab Johnson 

Soror merito amantiasiina Merens posait. 

The bust is placed on a sarcophagus, in the cen- 
tre of which, on a tablet, are the arras of the see 
impaling those of the bishop, surmounted by a 
mitre, at the back of whiah is an inverted torch, 
and a crosier in saltire. 

44. On the west wall of this transept is a large 
marble monument to the memory of Mrs. Hall, 
formed of a pyramid : here is a figure of Religionj 
seated, or leaning against the walL The inscrip- 
tion, on a tablet, is as follows :— 

Sacred to the memory of Mary, the truly-resetted wife of 
'William Hall, Esq. of the Island of Jamaica, and of Be?ere, 
near this city. On the llth of April, 1794, in the 45th >ear 
of her as^e, she was suddenly taken from this world to a life of 
eternal happiness ; her family most sensibly feel tor the loss of 
one of the best of wives, and tenderest of mothers ; and th« 
many virtues she possessed make her justly lamented by all 
ber acquaintance. 

Order of the Monuments in North and South AisleSy 
commencing (U the South Cloister Door* 

45. Under the first window, near the cloister 
door, is a handsome monument to Dr. William 
ThomaS) bishop of this diocese, who died 1689. 
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46 U a white marble slab, surmounted by tw«» 
urns, with this inscription, — 

Sacred to the Memory 

Of THOMAS JAMES, Doctor inDivinity, 

Heretofore feUow and tutor of King's College, ia 

Cambridge, 

Sixteen years master of RngKy School, 

In the connt\' of Warwick, 

And aiterwiirds Prebendary of this chaixb. 

A sincere disciple of Christ, 

With all the meekness and humility of his master,, 

And guileless, 

Jf ever such there were among the sons of men^ 

He was a scholar, and a ripe good one^ 

Without the smallest spark • 

Of scholastic Pride or Acrimony : 

And with wMt Zeal, Labour, and Felicity 

He dealt out the treasures of his Learniug 

For the benefit of the rising generation. 

The present age knows and acknowledges. 

And succeeding ages will feel with gratitude ; 

While so singular was the attachment, 

The veneration, and filial love of his scholars 

For tl^eir Master, their Friend, and iheic Parent, 

As hardly obtained belief 

But from those who witnessed it ; 

Strict himself in the exercise of every Duty, 

Yet compassionate to the feelings of others. 

He heM that virtue the most sacred 

Which is indeed of all the most comprehensive, 

The Love of Human-Kind. 

Having, at his Church of Harvington, on Sunday the 

23d day of September, 1804, 

Bxemplariiy discharged the duties of his pastoral 

ofEce, 
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^t midnight^ on a sndden eall of his master, scarcely 

Wakened from the restless sleep of this world. 

He slept in Peace everlasting' : aged 55 years. 

This memorial of bis virtne was erected hy his 

Widow, ARABELLA JAMES. 

47. On a white oval tablet, fixed on a grey mar-> 
ble slab, nearly square^ as its ground, is the fol- 
lowing very classical inscription, by Dr. Parr : — 

p 

lACOBO- lOHNSTONE- IVN- M- D- 

QUI- IN- HAC- VRBE PER- IX- ANNOS 

ARTEM- MEDICAM KXERCVIT 

£T- DVM. J£GRIS- IN- CARCERE INCLVSIS 

OPEM FEREBAT- 

FEBRIS- IBI- SiEVIENlIS CONTAGIONE- CORREPTVS 

DECESSIT- XVII- KALEND- SEPT* 

ANNO- CHRISTI- M- D CC- LXXXIH* • 

iETAT- SViE- XXX. 

IACOBV8- lOHNSTONE- M- D. 

FIL- B M- F C. 

48. Under the second window, beneath an arch 
an the wall, is an ancient tomb, with the dumbent 
statue of a priest, vested for the altar, with a large 
tonsure, and at his feet a lion ; supposed to have 
been the effigy of a prior, and by others said to be 
the tomb of Friar Baskerville. Abingdon BBj8p 
*^ on a tablet, beyond one of the south doors, ii 
fliis epitaph :— . 

**Threnodia Guliblhi Barrbsdali 
In obitum suie hRANCfsc^ 
Heu vixit Francisca mi hi charissima conjaz;. 
Heu violK langueot, lilia et alba cadunt 
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Siccioe mortales nuUo discriaiioe Parcct 

Abstrahis ? eximium nil tiais esse diu. 

Scilicet humanis taa eraut majora : tua ilia 

Sancta fides, virtus, obse^uium, Pietes." 

William Barksdale, or Barkesdale, M. A. wa9 
installed in the third stall, May 39, 1604.— Why 
Green calls hira Baskerville we know^Hot. 

49 Is a plain white slab to the memory of Lieut* 
Col. Dumaresq, who died at Worcester, March 5, 
1804, aged 43. 

50 Is a small monument, gilt and coloured, for 
Mr. Riehard Inglethorpe, who founded an hospital 
for six poor men.— Ficfe Hospitab. On a blac^ 
ground^ with gold letters, is this inscription :^— 

Here lies his Frailty, 

His faire 8o?le above, 

Who sorted all his actions 

To that end. 

This Cities' glory, every gooil man's lore. 

Id life and death the Poore's perpetual friend. 

As hospitable as the spealce of Jove. 

His zeal — but how dare we commend. 

Beyond all praise his pen will 

best appear 

Only to write, 'tis Inglethorpe 

lies here. 

151. Beneath an arch is a raised tomb, on whick 
lay a cumbent figure long since gone, and to whom 
it belonged is not known. 

52 Is a monument for Mrs* Octavia Walsb^ wko 
died 1706. 
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53 is one to Ij^e memory of Catherine, dtiugliter^ 
•f Sir Brian Palmes, of Linely, in Yorkshire, 
who died I7X)3. 

54 Is a monument to the memory of John Brom* 
ley, Esq. son of Sir Thomas Bromley, ci Holt 
Castle : he died 1674. 

55. On the pillars, nearly facing, is an inscrip* 
tion to the memory of Frances, daughter of John 
Bromley, Esq. wife of John Griffith, M; A« minor 
canon of this church : she died 1682. 

56 Is a fine raised tomb of Thomas Wilde, Esq* 
and his lady ; whose figures are cumbent thereon, 
close in gowns nearly alike, their hands uplifted 
as in prayer ; a lion is placed at his feet, and there^ 
was probably one at those of his lady. At the head 
of this tomb, fixed to the pillars, is a handsome 
ornamental tablet, with an inscription, over which 
is their arms : the pannels on the side of the tomb 
have also arms upon them, and two other inscrip- 
tions adjacent. Mrs. Wilde died 1607. 

57. On the south-<west side, against the same 
pillar, is a ^mall monument to Robert Ludington, 
factor of the Turkey company, with this inscrip* 
tion:*^ 

Depositum Rolierti Ladings ton Generosi 

bic prope cixoris.sus Letititt Platrum, ac 

CoDsaftguineoriiiiti- ctneivs adjacet, qui Javeiiis 

Societatis Mercatortim LoDdinenium Turcicte 

dosMtor, peragravit ItaKam, Orseciatn, Tnrctam, Siriaro, 

Palestinam, iEgypturo, Persian), Arabtam, Caldeam, 

Barbariam, Brasiliam, Molaccas, IndiaiOi Orientalem^ 
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vniiB^; feito emnibm fere lioijfiiM cidltiit» l Uyeiaiii 

Biogiilos bujus ciFitatis bonores cnra dig^ahat^ 

gessit fetatisq ; reliqauin studiis impeiidit 

Pjrtatem in deum, caritatein in pauperea 

Hntnanitatem in omnes religiosissime coluft 

Baailicam banc quotidie fretjueatana in ea tandeni 

Acqaievit 

Obiit Aug. 14, Anno Dom. 1625, 

iEtat Suae 76. 

68. In the centre of the two lowermost arched, 
in the great middle aisle, was a flat stone over 
the grave of Bishop Wakefield, who added those 
arches to the church : he died 1394-5. Thig 
stone was removed wheii the present pavement 
was laid down. 

59* On a neat white marble tablet, having a 
erest'and a device over, affixed to the wall, near 
the tomb of Judge Littleton, is the following clas-* 
(Real inscription :— 

lACORO. JOHNSTONE. 

QVI. PER. ANNOS. LI 

IN. AGRO. VIGORNIENSI 

ART£M. MEDICAM. PERITISSIME. 

EXERCVIT 

MAGNAM. IKGENII. ET. DOCTRINAE. 

FAMAM 

SCRIPTIS. SVIS. ATQUE. ETIAM. 

INVENTIS. 

ASSECVTVS. EST. VIXIT ANN. LXXII. 

. DECESSIT. IV. CAL. MAIL MDCCCII 

QVINQVB. LIBERI 

ElVS. 8VPERSTITES PATRI .DB« SE. 

OPTIME 

MERITO. H. M. F. CC. 
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60. Under the fifth windowi within an arch in 
the wall, is a plain tomb over the renowned Judge 
Litelton. On the verge of this is the following in- 
scription :— 

Hie jacet corpus 

Thomoe Litelton de Francleji 

militis de Balneo, 

k ttiiiut Jttsticiarioiram de Conmuiiu Baneo, 

dai ol^iit33 Aug. a. d. 1401. 

*^ On thi^tomb/' says Green, ^^ was a judge id 
his robes, and these words issuing from his mouth ; 

Fill Dei miserere mei.'* 

but this, it ii^ said, was takefi by CromwelVs soldiers 
during the civil war. On a grave-stone, near the' 
monument, was this sentiment^ inscribed fhereoa 
by his commaind ;— ^ 

Let no man slight his mor^lttie, &c. 

61. Near fjo this is a handsome monument of Sir 
Thomas Lyttellton, Knt. and Bart, and Catherine 
his lady : he died 1649-50; and his lady Catherine, 
daughter and sole heiress of Sir Thotn'as Cromptony 
Knt. in 1666. 

63 Is a mural slab, inscribed,--* 

Johannes Clifion, Decano capUuloque vigoi^niensi e Const- 
Kis; amplissimis Jngenii Dotibus ganden^ Jastitia Fide« 
Benerolentia, Necessitudine nuUi secundus Vitee asteratt poti- 
tus est, Octobris die XI H, Anno Salutis, MDCCCVII. 
Mx^is, LIX. 
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Maria et Jana Filioe carissims, iminatura Morte corrcpfce, 
revixeruat; lUaAiigQSli DieXIU Anno Salut MDCCCV : 
Hsc Octobris VIII MDCGCIX. 

63. Within an arch of the wall, which arch is 
enriched with armorial and other decorations, is a 
tomb, once railed in, of Bishop Freake, with se- 
veral inscriptions; within the arch, on the sides of 
the tomb, are his arro», impaled with those of !|L«ee. 

64: Is a mural slab, removed from the pillars in 
the nave, to the memory of Philip Fell. B. D. 
The inscription is scarcely visible, bat according to 
Abingdon^ it was as follows :— • 

H. S. I. 

PhilippUB Fell^ S. S. Thealogice Bacealauretiiy 

CoMeg'u oroniom Animaruni Oxonii, 

deio £toBensis juxta Windsorara Socius, 

Dec noil. 

EccIesiee-deEverden in Agto Nortbamptonetisi Rector. 

Vir 

£ruditione» Probitate, Candore, Fide^ ct Pietate 

inter paticos sfiestablis. 

Hie post quarn Yitam 

Sumnia cum laude, nullisque simultatibus exegisse(^ 

cum vividam mentem rebus gferendis natatn, 

mala corpoiis valetudo destituisset t 

mortis meditationi unice intentas 

III urbem hanc Malernam se recipit 

Ubi inter Amicorum amplexus, 

bonorum omnium desideria 

an imam Deo reddidit 

Rb. XXVI, An MDCLXXXH 

JEtatis XLIX. 
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65 Is an ornamental monument, representing a 
«anotaph tomb : — 

Sacred to the Memory of ' 

RANDOLPH MARRIOTT, Esq. 

eldest son of the Rev. Dr. MARRIOTT, 

Rector of Darfield, 

III the coHDty of York, 

And of the Right Honourable 

LADY DIANA FIELDING, 

Dancrhter of BASIL, 

5th Earl of Denbeigk ; 

ITavina: strictly fulfilled every duty of a good man and a 
•iacere Christian ; he departed this life ox\ the ^d Jane, 1807, 
agfed 71. 

66. A marble monument, on which is represented 
a bo}'^ weeping, &c. executed by Rickett, of Batb^ 
with the following inscription :-^ 

Mrs. Susannah Warren, daag^hter of Richard Warren, of 
Redcliffe, Sorofrset, Esq. died March 8, 1792. To whose 
ever dear and honoured memory this memorial is erected ; as 
a small but unfeigfned testimony of the respect and esteem 
of faer truly affectionate niece, D. Miell. 

It is partly in idea to erect the monument on this 
^ite, now executing by Bacon^ to the memory of 
Lieut. Col. Ellis, who was killed at the battle of 
Waterloo. 

67 Is an elegantly designed tribute of respect, 
sculptured by Mr. Bacon, to the memory of Ri- 
i^hard Solly, Esq. of York-place, Portman-square, 
Who died at Malvern, Sept. i3| 1803, in his 3H 
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year. It represents his widow, bending in grief 
over a sarcophagus, on which is inscribed, in small 
gold letters :-«<- 

'* Absent from the body, but present with the Lord." 

She holds an infant daughter in her lap, an 
elder one is standing by her, with a son, kneeling ; 
their countenances are expressive of the scene 
before them : the sculptor has introduced, on each 
eide of the inscription, bending poppies, symbo- 
lical of death. The whole is a pretty illustration 
of domestic calamity, and comes more home to the 
feelings of the common beholder than the repre* 
sentation of more heroic or violent passions. 

MoKVMENTs IN THE NoATH AisLe. — 67. Re- 
tracing your steps towards the choir, and to the right 
as you enter from the north door, under the window, 
is a large monument of the family of the Moores, 
of the City.of Worcester, on which are the figures 
of three men, in gowiis, and three women by them, 
kneeling and praying, having this inscription 
under -.-—there is also an inscription to the feil of 
ihis monument, relative to this family. 

HERE LYETH tHE BODIES OF lOH!^ 
MOOKE, AND ANNE HIS WIFE, 
FATUiea AND MOTHER TO 
THOMAS MOORE, WHO 
HERE LYETH, WITH MAHY HIS WIFE, 
ALSO rOHN MOORE AND MARGERET 
THEIR SISTER HERE LYETH : 
HERE BORN, HERE BRED, 
HERE BVRIED, DECEM- 
BER ANNO 1615. 
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($8. Between the third and fourth pillars from 
the belfrj, and in the nave, is a tomb, e:^ecuted in 
Hagley stone, of Sir John Beauchamp, of Holt, 
in this county ; on which lies his effigy, in armour, 
with that of his lady Joan, daughter and heiress of 
William le Fitzwith ; this figure has on a pointed 
helmet with (originally) a corded fiicing, or gorget 
on his surcoat, gules, a fess, Or. plated shoes, 
with large rowels to his spurs, a headless animal, 
a dog, at his feet (mended, we presume, since Green 
wrote). Under his head an helmet of singular ap- 
pearance, crowned, out of which issued a swan's 
head and neck, now broken off, with two wings. 
The lady's figure has on a loose mantle, her vest 
flowing back, a flowered surcoat, with close sleeves 
buttoned to the wrists ; the hands, which were 
upheld in the attitude of prayer, now gone ; the 
apron studded. Her head is resting on a swan, 
and supported by angels, whose heads, with that 
of the swan, are broken off. The head dress is 
reticulated, with a fillet of flowers round it ; the 
hair plaited behind, the rest flowing about her 
shoulders. The arms, on the panes of the tomb, are 
those of the Beauchamps, Earls of Warwick, and 
the Beauchamps, Barons of Powick ; but, accord* 
ing to Abingdon's MS. the crest, under his head, 
(which is a swan issuing out of a helmet, the head 
now broken off) points out the person here repre- 
sented to be John, the son of Sir John Beauchamp, 
of Holt. He received the honour of knighthood 
in Scotland^ having signalized himself in tb^ war 
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with that nation, from the hand of Richard II. 
being then esquire of the body to that monarchy 
and was the only one of the family so distinguished; 
he was created Baron Beauchamp, of Kiddermin* 
ster, by the same King, a. d. 1388, and was the 
first peer, according to Mr. Selden, who ever re- 
ceived the honour of an English barony by patent; 
but he did not long enjoy his new honour, for the 
same year, appearing in arras io London, with di- 
vers other lords, for treasonable purposes, he was 
attainted in Parliament, and, after confinement in 
Dover Castle, was beheaded on Tower Hill, in 
the 58th. year of his age. This nobleman, in his 
younger- years, having received a largess from the. 
prior of Worcester, gratefully requited them, when 
he became High Steward of the King's Household, 
by protecting tbem from the oppression of the 
king's oflicjBrs. Before his death he gave his money 
and plate to the prior and monks of Worcester, 
but the king's serjeant at arms demanding it, the 
whole was conveyed to London, xibingdon, who 
saw the inventory, says it was very moderate. The 
iponks, however, being ancient friends to his fe- 
ipily, received his body into their cathedral, in 
which it was interred, and this tomb was erected 
over his grave^ In him expired the ancient name 
of Beauchamp, of Holt. 

Monuments in Jesus Chapel. — 69. In this 
jchapel are two lar^e slab monuments, with co- 
limins, &c. to the memory of Bishops Bland- 
ford and Fleetwood, in this north aisle, east an4 
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west of the font: they were removed here in 
181S?, at the same time with the monuments of 
Bishop Gauden and Mrs. Warmestrey. Bishop 
Blandford died in 1675, and Bishop Fleetwood in 
1683, In this chapel, at the north end, is also 
the king's arms, cut in stone. 

70. Proceeding nearer the great cross aisle, is 
fixed a slab to the memory of Edward Aixhbald, 
an eminent civilian and prebend of Lincoln, who 
died 1617. 

71. Further on, is a small slab to the meinory of 
Mr. John Dobbins, an eminent practitioner of the 
law, who died in 1635. The former of these slab?, 
mentioned in Greer! s Worcester as being attached 
to the north pillar that supports the tower ; the latter 
as on the great south pillar. Of course they were 
removed after his book was published. 

In the north aisle, and just before the first win- * 
dow, on passing the iron grate to proceed to the 
east, is a projection from the waU at some height, 
of a bay, or, as it is vulgarly called, a bow win- 
dow, looking into the cathedral, the corbel of which, 
and the roof, is quite plain, as are also the pannels 
beneath the window part, where the iron-work 
remains for the casement, but, if ever it were 
glazed, the glass has long since vanished. Mr. 
Green is entirely silent with regard to this build- 
ing, or else his account of it has escaped our notice : 
tradition ani common repprt have assigned it to 
different purposes. Mr. Stafford, the present in« 
telligent sexton^ informs us^ that Dr. Sand|)y, a 
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preVe»,^ry ,pf Norwich C2|l>pdral^ (whose fatjbtf. 
was a i]^b^p4ar7 of Worcester in 1708) told him, 
that he, Dr, Sandby, of Norwich, reiqembered c 
prebendal-bouse, belonging to the second ^tall, 
from which there was a cominuQicatiQn. It h^M 
been presumed also to have been erected for the 
purpose of celebrating a midnight mass, or vigtL 
We subjoin the opinion of a gentleman, whose judg-* 
rnqnt on ecclesiastical antiquity we higbly value, 
aiid conceive ourselves fortunate in procuring, and 
who^e ready and polite answers to pjar queries we 
b^g: leave here to notice ;«-^he says, "One of the 
windows on the north side, nearly over the spot 
wh^i;e w^ f the high daies/. or raised platforni, on 
wbifh stood the high table, at which, on great days,- 
the prior sat with his chief guests, together with, 
the four dignitaries of the conveat, is blank*, and 
formed into a deep recess with a groined ceiling, 
aij^d tp this there was an success from below, by s 
staircase within the thickness of the wall^ I con- 
ceive this recess either to have been the station of 
the reader, or the approach to it ; and that, on the 
latter supposition, the pulpit was a wooden oae, 
attached and placed before the recess : perbapj^ 
the i^earest specimen of thi^ kind to that of Wor«.. 
cester,.is one, still in good preservation, within jthe 
refeetoi7 of the ebbey of Chester, now the cathedral 
school, though vastly inferior, in sis^e and ek^ 



* There il na blaiik ivindow, the projoclion beings thit side the windoff^ 
spokeu o£^ 
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Ipmee, to tke 0119 at SlurerFebary : it h appratdwd 
hj a ^laifqfvus withia Hie waU. I coadder this 
«iagf4ur \»y wiadow, in the north choral aisles 
to have eomniiHiicated with the Priory Infirm* 
arjr, and that it was erected tor the purpose of 
allowing a sii^ or very) aged monk the advan- 
tage of faeariag the offices ebaunted in the choir, 
without being obliged to. enter it: 4>r, it hiight 
have aii||pined the prison, in which disorderly 
monks suffered a temporary confinement, as a 
means of aUowing them to hear the service, firom 
which it was thought the extreme of rigour utterly 
to exclude them/' . 

The following lett«* appeared in the (hnUeman^t 
Magatine^ fi>r June, iSlS, relative to the last al« 
t^rationsin Worcester cathedral >-<< The eastern^ 
<Nr chancel part of the choir, is enclosed on the sides 
by stone screens of very elegant design, crowned 
with a beautiful embattled line <^ open worl; 
quatre foils« These screens were removed firom 
some other part of the church, and set up in 
their present site, on the restoration of the 
choir, in 1556, by Dean Hawford {alkm Bal* 
lard*). They were, however, either left im« 
|ierfi9ct, or subsequently injured in the civil war, 
being much broken in theinner side, and having 
some of the openings elos^ iip* They were ter^ 
miaated i|t eaoh extremily hy a plain wall, and 

* OreQB,»i^<i>rwoti«|bei|unprtliwQaaQni^ 
Nawford. 

C C 
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ir^r6'l6ad*cl at the fop, tlii'otilMflt^ ft^ii* #te^» 
tekfeftt, by three coui^sTe^ of mH!^: '^ Ihe Iniidte^ 
ne^Lt the choir, they wefr^entirely' <fonfcl<fclerf'fl*o«f 
Tfeir,' by an ofdlndry'tip6Wn rvUimtMi^'ii^i^i €om^ 
fnon Grecian AduMings,'t?hd*{f fytv^fearVing^'fr'*^ 
stMiie oirferwork, naited dfl sortie of ih^ paiihels f 
thts i^sdngddt was last y<^ar taken' -dii^^y, d^i^whto 
the litie of 'tile pcfwH or ^crMs, a:nd %he '^rte screens 
t&ereb;^ cbcpdsed to ft%ht^; two coilrs^^oJPth^hesCtjr 
ssMer/onthetdfr^ wetse v^^aM^ed, lairring^otiff arfii 
ap(p&>pmate base under Ae^eornit^ef^f^qbattpe Mis ; 
tlie.fdaiKi Wfills, at:the i99^eeihiJ(j^^<-^?« jilli^^ id a 
continuation of the screens to thdr{»?opeir!tei*4iii-fc 
sationV^.a'tkl tbe Wbdb wiofrk was'cdnipldteiy re- 
stor^/ with the additfon'that tbsr. o})enihg9^ for tte 
sake" ef M'Bjrnitfa^ arfer glazed^ but witboiit lie^ad* Tbid 
aUeralibn bas produced m . very strikifif improve^ 
fneuk in-jtbis part of the efanrcfa, the beautifal a#ehi-» 
t^eti»ret:of wbich being itow. viewed .from side to 
side^ ifarougb the traeery of the screcfdsy appear^ 
niope airy^ ligbt^ and extensive than it.did before, 
arid ihe whole eJBTect^ is pleading aad isipressive%r 
The; mueh^adniked dtooe pulpit, alsd, is seed fo 
greater advantage in -eondeqiieDee «rf* the removal 
oftho wainscot^ as it >tMMV'jBtand9 HI the centre qf 
a range of stone* work: of.corroBp^odlng elc^ace; 
and, mpomt of utility^. il» extent q€ vierw is aiig)« 
inent^d, as it npw cplbijaanda a aigbijpfigrbat part 
of the aisles, as well as of the choir itself, — a con- 
slder&tiaii'cf-'6o)ne4#pdi^aifm^ 'nmtiy 'of ibe lUidi-^ 
ence being in those aisles ^on crowded days. ' 
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^tri|giQg^^S#eq<iAn$0, ^Dcfvi^ c^arrjring into e;(e<ia« 
t4P9 Hi.ttl^i^, pari i>( ike <:\mrfih, • The altar ieree^ 
f^Sl^smVispf i9r(iip^oot, ill placed and worae de-r 
sjg^)^tafid.jq^ite^un«iMt»bl^ to the surrouading^ 
ji^ay.of. pc^ihied fty^chij^^ture. Crreea caUs; it/^ a 
Gr^ok wii>9g .GQil|8i>'\ B^aidesy it hides from vi^mi 
^ th^ Iqirer, ci>mpeirtoi9«t& of the f real east wiiW 
i^mi Al^Jl:i«.^ Qiflgqifieeot diffi^nsioRs, aa f^eU 
9/^ jthp :£(!&./ faqgea of^arehesi^ ih^. Prapbjtery^ or 
liHid>'» vCbftp^l^i which . iiwtervea^s. It. is Iherefoi^ 
c^jQ^epan^d. to. giv.e place tO(a.8|oiie acrejsiii the 
* qnPf c piwrA, ^ whid* wUl be ^pen work, gifted 
with {Ftob9Mg}f9fi8>. and panpeqvently admittiQg 8/ 
W9t|utifii^iiI}QQsp09tiKe frofn the. chpir. The «>ate- 
1^9 foriltittl o^w aUar pcr^eni have fortiioatel/; 
Veei» :6>uiid:i9t^ndiog in aituations in the lateral 
i^h^fieAsv where they ,werp ^either useful ,nor prnaK 
mfit^J^tWWS eyidep^ly ao part of thepriginal 
I^ildir^M*^^^ is^uaifoinn aad, pfitrf^t without 
tlw*^ !3^b?y*wUl, Ji<>weyer, with ^ little new work; 
vi^i cc^^ider^M^ .^rjepairs,. worH up into a scrceJ> 
for tfeeiftltw of eorr^apofl^^inff design with the 
ftereens/ It^fore.iaentiQnefl^.aHd somewhat similar 
in.effedt aiid ppsition to ,tl^e ^l^ar screen at York. 
IX will stand ah<Hi<; seven fe^.forther l^ack than the 
pfescint scre^Bf oamelj^, io^mediatelj under the 
great e^stai^ arch of thp upper cros^. . This will 
bring; thq ajtar itself into jit^, proper pos^ti^n; 
iirher^fl^ atpr^smt^it ift ,i)ot Q|i th^ qifNt^lljae 
^f the diwrcb> on. fk^o^iMt ,of . the> projeclioii pf 
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Praie* Artfrar^f dispel. That veipj bemMA d&t- 
pel wvU be uneottnected iiriHi the' new soreeii^ audi 
in coMequenoe, appear to greater adirUQiage;" aad 
tiie additioaal space gained witliiii fbe ahar rail% 
wiU be a desirable cireumstiBnee, it beiti^ ikMT nk 
tiier narrew and coafilaed. The old 'stone ^all 
beUnd the wainscot has been already taken do#n. 
Il was qaite plain^ without any pUasters^ as Mr.* 
Green snpposed, and having had no other deoiitii^ 
Hon than a few sentences from tbe Psalms, ic€< 
It was, however^ very thick/ and intemally coift^ 
structed out of the ruins of s^^me rieh tabemMto 
work) oftheI4th or 16th eentuiy) des^My^dfi^tW 
bably at the RefoiteirtiOil. Sotne t^aufiftil.fi«g>^ 
meats have b^n picked out of thetubbiBh) Imt 
ill greatly mutilated. Against ths ba^k of thi» 
wall stood four large moitumente, vi^* those o# 
Bishops Gauden, Blandford, Fleetwood, and StiP 
Ungfleet ; these have been removed to betteir 6iltt- 
itions;— the first has been placed OppiMiite t» 
Prince Arthur's cbapd, the tiro heltt f n thetal|M 
t&try, dnd Bishop Stlllingfleet's ulider die greift 
east window. This window ^a^ rtibuiit about 
tifenty years ago, when it was glazed wlthlnueb 
stained glass, of rich colours, but arranged wxtb«» 
dnt tliste. The tremendous biiilstorm of last sain* 
itter (1811) did very great damage, but its r^ara* 
tion has given opportunity for a better artunge* 
ihenf ofthe light^ and the completi()ai of the loiiwnr 
paHf^ which wiH now come more into view, lii 
\^ 6W?ej and some other aUeratiom of less^on* 
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$6ath enfninee^, fMtkhy^ farther ta-iLlteiiiptMdilny 
^M^ fldttknig- the beefitise a^ flvdr nurtemfe as y^tr^ 
0a the spot; flitid the only neitr work'thM Ms beeM 
attempted is the lower paf t of the alter s^r^eiii fio# 
ereetittg", which i^seen en -the eastern Bideonly^ 
aiid aerves as a bMe oii'Vi^ifih' the screen its^iHU 
stand, the floo^ df^ the presbytery heiilg'-sixfeiHI 
Wleir ffaat'of Ibe altar. Under M arch in the ceii^^ 
tre'^^f this lower part, the ^eeamibent figure unil 
tssftb^of Dean BaUand, abof^ tiiewlioned, is inlre^^ 
d u oed , which (oflftb it Wa^ ii€f4<^stery to remote ot^ 
mhiiif down ike cM wwk iff the s^MSr cblipe), i\m 
superfluous parts of ^hiebolA i^nork hai^e ateobeetf 
introduced as,deeoratioas ^a'the iieir. These, aii4 
Hfftnr other alieratidas that are defiiimble, (stieh nt 
a geiilic etitrafaee screen to theeboir and^ecora<» 
tiens €Hi the-orf^ loft,) con^^pottcitng io tbegtf^ 
neral style bf the building, and the opening of tbff 
great western entrance to the nave^ which is now 
walled up, would, it is presumed^ contribute tfi 
render the interior of this church one of the rooil 
perfect and beautiftil speckneiis of pointed archi<* 
teeture of tbe second style, which, though not so 
ifjpdeiidid AS the third, is perhaps more pleasing^ 
elegant^ and impressive. The projector of thesa 
alterations' is not unaware of tbe caution aqd con>» 
i^deratienr necessary ih any attempt to meddle with. 
tbe tasteful arrangements of this magnificent struo* 
tlM. His akn ie reiloraii0my tusd i<f bring its exists 
itig bwutifM oMM^iBita view^ StU% however) h» 



Digitized by 



Google 



yflH>fljuced fjnqmAhQ, )(«)^r • lin^it^ n^eans that fifo^ 
^Uhin^bk rea^iMi^.!4cib^j^e9i >¥Vtp.c^8^erati^ .. 

1 S;4]ppqu^ntlx,io ^kei(^ii^M^.ai4ii remarks on ^hch 
fatieiir:^!^ fiturch .^^ >Vf^ce8tfir,uTi^^ j^q^y&.bectp .fa-3 

ipi^giber^ of Ibef^^i^t^,^ i^th^ pf^M^^l^ P94Wf9^. 
tipR ar^tvWublw'HB cA^bf^ra}^.v(Hll.tb9<^ULS4XAi» 
4F€bes ^t,ib© v«#t^^di crfJ;li9. |(r»wntM^vr9b4r-t 
V Fr.oin{a:*a*^*d ©bfiorwtiw xif .tji^^ «r/ebite^ure^ 
tf.'the nave,, (tbeiw^Aid^ lOf vbiqbr jtbo^.harf«^ 
tpwieiiig tog^th^r 901 Mia produce ^^gw^ral 0ffwl: 
^i bi^ulijEtil .umfo,ri»itj|. |irvW)!i?c|]|^lp«^, faiin4. 
lot differ, fr^i9.«^apb otbar. ii^ .^mp^t^'^pry pfirtinj 
cular) be is fu% par£^^#d tbs^t M» k ^< 0)i8tak^..i9c 
WPpD«e,.mtb.l^r.Q;'f^ii^ that QislMif>c31oi9 buUti 
t^e wbolQ. pS tt^,:pr§wi^,i^Ya„and,il|at Bi^bofi 
l^^akefieJd merely ^i^plf ted the work bj^, buildi^gf 
4ie great. w«9t; viiidpw^ and rep^^ipg and fd« 
teringjbe Q}d S^i^pn part^ ^ubstiAutiog tbef^ 
larger side- jivin4o;w.A/ in the, ppiated ^fijtjle,, in] 
l\f\x of the farmer. roiui(lrhea4e# on^&f (s^ p^.^ 
wd 12^: of tbie Hjork;}. Himil^r tp.tbe tvfo. wbiclbt, 
sewain, stopped up on^ the south. side tbfir^QA 
Ke pointed out to us,; that the cJusterftd/CiQliHOQIk 
of the larg0 and l<^.i«er .an^bea on the nor)^ si^ 
o£ the nave, are sbor^r and bave-.i^tuobiriQlMPri 
oajiitak thaA ^er pa thei 80itfb;.:tbAt tb^ ^f% 



DiQ|%zecl by 



Google 



eadfes above are in a difierent design and styfe 
from those- opposite; and/that nt^itW thegtf^ 
leries and windqwd abov^^tbese^ i^or even the 
groinings of tbe;^ stone iy>o^v:^<espectively corre- 
spond. A difference, so remarkable on close ex- 
amination, that it is wonderful it has not been 
t>efore ebeer^iffifj^arid VMcto'^feeini' lAterlf hidbn- 
slst^nt wklf tbe^ id^tf that fte^if bote was bdiUbjr 
<yne alid. t(^ ^ani^'arehitdcft;^^ Hisopinidn there^ 
fot^ is, that Stshop BfoWbc^^nftbe erection cfthi 
ttbte, afld^ Gf6itipleted one* sid^ df it, which sidd 
h^^ doeir not prddume to detemdwd, though he is 
indiinedto thifikitwas tfc^ sduMiVand that Bikhop 
Wakefield took up ther ma^ficent ddsign of Bishop 
Blois, agidn arfter^nnj^^ ^md Employed an afcfariiect 
y^tj did n6tfoliiotv4hepi«d%e planar of his pr«ide> 
cessor, but varied therefroin s6 W^ to distii6gfiifli 
Iris own woiic^ add completed the while i»s it iiow 
appears. The same gentleman permitted* Us al^ 
lb inspect a^designfbr'iiiiprdviiig' the Entrance into 
the choir, by; removing ihre prese^nt. western fece of 
tbe^ org&hr screen, li^^th. -hsi wi^bebh^ gkHlety^ au4 
substituting a nbw one, arppr^pt-iale to the g^niMrfll 
^yle of tbe^buJlding;' a' dbiign^ m^hkh^ if earned 
3ffto exeeuthorn, will rencb^rtkeintei^ior view of tbift 
'beai^tsliil ^ and magafficent pile^ as taken from tht 
western extremity, superior in point of 'arcbifci»f% 
^AtilelcgBtke/slRipiieitjiff fUidbanpoBj aiiSt general 
Mi»<it,^«d Ihtft^of ^mottraayotheniii <1^ kitigdorf^ 
-tBough ibiar nraj ibciast' 'of^ tidier -dscotaitions ^ani 
greater extenti'^'r'.'l: o.'j ^'> r. u fvyy r* ^•.ri c^J** 
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ThBfoihzmng CorrecHons tmd AddliicmSj reUUiiie i§ 
* the Ifiieriar of the CtMedrafj we are enabled to 

introduce from recent Communications of the firlst 

Authority. 

Page 79, line 1, reni^ << Bfebop Wulstanjaid t^ 
jbundation oP.a;neW'0|iure(i9 extending to aqd io^ 
eluding the greats transept ;*' and in tbe year, &c. 
lineeJ &4, ibid.tin 1S84, Bishop BJois enlarged 
the- cathedra), ^^ and began to build tbe naveto 
unite with the two extreme arches at the west end 
of the remains of the old church, :built by Bisfaop 
OflwakL"— "It bad two," Ac. 

Page'64, line 19^ Here Mr. Green is ragain mis* 
taken, resd,.^^ ii^appeam there was a north door 
Into the BfehopVGbapel/' 

PagiefiT, line 20. ^^ The Chapter-house, at. Ely, 
does not axist." 

Page 99. Lavatpriea were newr lined with tia. 

Page. 95, line .24, read, " after erectei those 
pinnacleij " Dek tbe rest. And read, ^' the out* 
ward walk of tbe tower wererepaired in 1785.'* 

Page 96, JV(fi£0,--Hidd, '^ at this time the lead eo» 
MTing over the centre aisles was removed anil 
eeld, and large handsome skies substituted in place 
«hereo£'' 

- Page 9S, read, :after gotbic model, ^ niider the 
Dormitory, there was a passage called the Dark 
.Alley, on either side of which were resideoceafti^ 
^be inferior members of the churcb.V 
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Page IIS^ line 1, read, << the east front 
oj* the organ gallery tvas repaired and painted 
white, with yellow ornaments, under the directioa 
of Mr. Johnson, the architect ; the front of the 
organ gallery is now painted brown, to make it 
correspond with the colour, &c. of the stall&f in 
the choir." Line 17, same page, after " wing,'* 
read, ^^ the cherubim and his wtiigs were removed 
in 1797." 

Page 125, line 9, after " the choir was removed,'* 
read, " by Dean Ballard." Line 23, after " has two," 
read, '^ and on the opposite side are those of the. 
archdeacon and chancellor." 

Page 127, line 28, after " in stone,*' read, " the 
top, or canopy of the pulpit, is of wood." 

Page 128, line 18, dele to the bottom, and read^ 
^^ the copy presented by Mr. Green to the churchy 
remained as an altar piece till about 1797: the 
very bad light in which the painting was placed 
must be fuUv evident ; it was removed aftdrwardt 
to the Library, for about two years, and finallj, 
returned to Mr. Green, at his own desire." 

Page 133, line 12, after " Lady's chapel," read,' 
^^ under the great east window in the Lady's chapel." 

Page 135, line 11, after " vitrified," read " these, 
were miserable daubs, and, being nearly defaced by 
the weather, were removed in 1812, the stained' 
glass repaired, and more uniformly arranged.,'' 

Jn page 59, vol. 1, line 20, of Mr. Green'i 
Historij/y he says, " On the separation of the an- 
cient ^oir from the original nave of tbechurdi^ 
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tn inelodure was formed of the area of the four 
sectional pillars of the upper cross ile, the 'stone 
work of which was faced with a series of small ar- 
cades, extending entirely round its north and south 
side&and its east end, an embellishment which it 
appears to have had both within and without y for, 
in 1792, on removing the two inner pilasters of the 
centre of the present kltar-screen, to admit the 
picture which now occupies that part, those arcades 
were discovered, anti parts of an inscription we're 
observable in the spaces between those small pil- 
lars, but too miich diyided to be connected, or 
satisfactorily explained. This range of the arcades 
is most probably entire." This, we are informed, 
is certainly a mistake of Mr. Green, as no such 
arcades, nor any such traces thereof^ were to be 
£>und on the removal of the wainscot, in 1812, but 
a few sentences of the Psalms. — Vide the Letter of 
Mdilis Vigomiensisy inserted at page 201. 

Worcester Cathedral is 395 feet interior 
length from east to west, 78 feet broad in the nave, 
68 ft. ,in height to the roof, and 196 to the top of 
the tower. 
. Chapter of the CnARNEL-HousE,page S6. Its 
length is 58 feet, its breadth 22, and its height 
about 14. It contains a vast quantity of bones, 
which, although now in some disorder, are most 
of them piled up in two rows, along its sides, 
in a most workmanlike manner, having a passage 
between them from the west entrance (which wag, 
closed at tb^ time the cliapel was demolished) to^iU ' 
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«ast^nd. The only entrance at present intolfria 
by one of its windows on the south side, through 
which we were enabled to visit this curious recep- 
tacle of mortality. 

The Crypt, page 78. The roof of the area is 
supported by five rows of columnsi which terminate 
in a semicircular form at the eastern end^ the side 
aisles have three rows each, which, including thbse 
in the sepulchral chapel^ make the entire number, 
of columns 142. 

The length of the middle aisle, from the west 
to the extreme of it^ circular end, is 67 feet; 
breadth of the middle aisle SO; height of the arches, 
from the floor, 8 feet. 9 inches. The inclosure be-, 
iieath the vestry, the supposed sepulchral chapel 
on the south side of the crypt, is an area of SO feet 
by 15, exclusive of the space at the entrance^ which 
makes its length, in the whole, 43 feet. 

The CLoi&TEa,--*The presenjt dpister was built 
A. D. 1372. The east cloister is 123 feet long; 
the ^outb, west, and north cloisters, 120 feet each; 
and the whale series 16 feet wide. The body, or 
naire of the cathedral, is contiguous to them on the . 
north side, and communicates with them by two 
doors from its south aisle, the one opening into the 
east cloister, and the other into the west. It is a 
remark which generally applies to the cloisters of 
most of our conventual fabrics, that their situation 
is, as at Worcester, to the south of the church. 
According to the Worcester Annals, we find that 
King John, uppn bis coming to Worcester, a» p*^ 



Digitized by 



Google 



21S 

liffTy gave one hundred marks to repair tbe clois- 
ter and offices^. The vaulted roof of the present 
cloister is adorned with a profusion of sculptures, 
particularly the north and south cloisters ; in the 
former, on the key-stone of the centre arch, is a 
well-wrought figure of the Virgin Itfary, with our 
Saviour in her lap; round them were placed hiero- 
glyphics of the four Evangelists; between these 
four angels, represented kneeling. The remaining 
sculptures of this cloister consists of a series of 
angels, represented on the centres of the other 
arches, bearing shields, on which coats of armour 
were probably painted; but these, as well as the 
figures, are fast approaching to nonentity. In the 
latter, a regal geneology of Judah and Israel, or 
a compendium of the history of the Old Testament, 
is arranged in the following manner, beginning at 
the west end.— -On the key-stone of the first arch is 
a figure with a branch issuing out of his bowels ; 
the customary manner in which the old geneologists 
denoted the founders of fiimilies, which may well 
be supposed Jesse, firom whose root the kings of~ 
Judah sprung. This sculpture is followed by the 
^ure of David with his harp, on the next key- 
stone ; and that, by a succession of other kings, ta 
the key-stone of the centre arch of this cloister, on 
whi^h is a group of figures, representing, it is 
presumed, Samnel anointing David, in the presence^ 
of his brethren, &c. A succession of regal figureat 
is continued from this to the same centre, each 
holding a scroll in his hand^ on wfaich| it 
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nay be supposed, their names were insdribed in 
the order of their succession, but now defaced. 
Several heads of kings, bishops, and monks, are 
also dispersed about this cloister, as architectural 
ornaments ; and, on the first key-stone, at the north 
end of the east cloister, is a group of three female 
figures, standing, but without any mark of dis- 
tinction by which to ascertain for whom they were 
designed. Mr. Green notices the carvings of the 
key-stones of the roof, which are curious and well 
carved throughout the whole church ; and perhaps 
there is not any other ecclesiastical edifice superior, 
in this respect, to the collegiate church of Wor- 
cester, for its excellent and variety of cutting in 
stone. The capitals of all the pillars Mr. Green 
takes little or no notice of, although they are all ex- 
tremely beautiful : those in the choir are a^l carved 
out of free-stone, but those in the nave are of the 
grey sand-stone ; some of .which have been painted 
and gilt. In the year 1804, Mr. Jeal, the latf> 
sexton, seeing the beauty of the work defaced 
by dust and white- wash, undertook to clean the 
capitals in the choir, which added greatly ta theit* 
improvement : the death of so zealous, and,, at the 
same time, so judicious a preserver of the antiqua- 
rian remains of the cathedral as Mr. Jeal^ must be 
lamented by every admirer of gothic research. 

Monuments and Inscriptions in this Clois- 
ter.—*^ In the north side, near the descent 
from the church, there is^ in the wall, a raised 
monument of a priest^ with a large tonsure^ 
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tested for th^ altar ; his beard was bushy, 9 thing;, 
not usual in these latter days: in his right hand i« 
a 8ta£F of authority, in his left a book, and seemeth 
to me," says Abingdon, ^^ the portraiture of a 
Prior." This eflSgy has suffered much from the 
ravages of time. 

At the west end, behind a supporter of the church 
wall, is a monument to Mary, wife of Henry 
Tovvnshend, Esq. ; she died in 1624. 

North Cloister, West End.-<— Opposite the 
Jower south entrance to the nave of the cathedral, 
and on a small stone, is cut ^^ Miserimus." The 
unhappy man who is now only known by that trite 
memorial, MiserimuSy was the Rev. Thos. Morris : 
at the Revolution, he refused to acknowledge the^ 
king^s supremacy, and on that account was, with, 
many others, deprived of all ecclesiastical prefer- 
ment; hh necessities now entitled him to charitable 
support, and he found that aid, in the evening of 
a long life, in the liberality and generosity of af-" 
fluent Jacobites. He died in 1748, silvered over 
with the weight and infirmity of eighty-eight years; 
it was his last and earnest request to the friend 
who witnessed his final exit from the stage of 
life, that no monumental marble should relate who 
he had been, but that he died as he had lived, 
Miserimus. 

The Scriptorium, " at Worcester, was part of 
the cloister, this windows of which were glazed for 
protecting the desks of the writers from the weather. 
There is a very fine MS Bible^ in folio, written in 
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the cloister of Worcester monastery, now in the 
library of Benet's Coll. Cambridge ; it stands at 
j}resent at No. 48, in that valuable collection. A 
note at the beginning of it is published at length 
in Nasmith's catalogue, p. 31, intimating that the 
writer lived in the reign of Henry II. his name 
Scnatus. ' The MS is on vellum, and written with 
uncommon clearness and beauty of penmanship.^'— • 
Green. 

The Deanery is situate on the north side of 
the College Green, nearly adjoining the cathedral. 
In 1225, WiHiam de Bedeford, the 23d prior of 
this monastery, built a new house, with oiBces 
adjacent, for the residence of the priors. This 
ancient edifice is still in being ; it hath, however, 
been much enlarged arid modernized by one or 
other of Its successive possessors. At the dissolu { 
tion it was appropriated to the residence of the 
deans of this church, and as such has been ever 
•ince called the deanery. Its interiof has nothing 
uncommon with ancient edifices of this kind : iii 
one of the parlours is a portrait of Bishop Juxon^ 
presented to the college by the late Bishop Hurd. 

The GuESTEN, or Audit Hall, is attached to 
the deanery, from which tliere is a communication. 
This vestige of one public office of the old monas* 
tery may give us some idea of its original hos- 
pitality ; it was built in 1320, by Wulstan de 
Braunsford, then prior, afterwards bishop of Wor- 
cester, for the entertainment of strangers exclu* 
fiively, the rules of the order not allowing tbem t# 
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lit with the monks ftt the tables of the refectory t 
its length is sixty-eight feet, its breadth and height 
of well-regulated proportion, and was originally 
lighted by a single series of handsome gothic win- 
dows ; these, however, through various changes^ 
have given place to those of circular heads, built 
by the late dean. In this hall the convent held 
their monthly court, called Guesten Hall Court, 
for the determining of differences between their 
tenants; and it was a custom, preserved even to 
the days of King Charles I. that the tenants of this 
church might not sue each other in actions for less 
than forty shillings in any court but this.' The 
building is still sacred to hospitality, and the noble 
entertainments furnished here;, at the annual audits, 
do honour to one of the most capitular bodies, 
established by one of the greatest of our kings. 
In this room are the portraits of divines, &c. re* 
moved from the library when that building was last 
cleaned and white-washed ; the pictures were also 
fresh varnished, their frames re-gilt, and hung 
here — they are as follow :— 1 . Dr. Thomas — 2. Dr. 
Smallbridge — 3. Bishop Thomas*— 4 and 5. Large 
engraved heads of King William and Queen Mary. 
—6. Dr. Byrche — and 7. Dr. Hough. Under this 
room there is one called the Audit-room, which 
probably was of equal extent to the one we have 
been describing : here are hung nine breast-plates 
and hat helmets, which, if we mistake not, belong 
to the period of the Commonwealth; and in one 
corner of this ropm owe stood the cannon now i^ 
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the library. Adjorniug^ totbe deanery and guesten^ 
ball are apartmeDts called the witnesses rooms. 

. Th£ Bishop's Palace.— This yery ancient 
building is situate on the northern verge of the 
college' ppeeitets, near the Severn* The date of 
its €arection ianot precisely known : we find it to 
have been? existing before iSU, when Bishop Blois 
built the chapel of the chamel«*house, between the 
cathedral chnrch and his palace; from which Mn 
Abingdon presumes, that the hall was in former 
ages nearer than this modern one to the cathedral. 

In 1370 Bishop Gifiard obtained the royal license 
of King Henry to .fortify it with an inclosure of 
embattled walls, and probably added much to the 
structure, but the cellarage has the appearance of 
being a work A>f earlier Norman antiquity^' In all 
conventual bathedrals the bishop's hoUse was not 
within the dose of the monastery, but on the outside 
of its gate,'yet adjacent to it ; his house, and a con- 
venient space for offices round it, was a royalty of 
his own, as the ground within the convent clo^e 
was the free and unalienable fief of the prior and 
chapter. An episcopal residence in London, for 
the bishops of Worcester, appears to h^ve been 
provided as early as the year 857. St. Mary-le- 
Strand is a very ancient chturcfa and. parish, a rec- 
tory in the gift of the bishops of Worcester, who 
had near it their inn, or town residence. This 
church, with the house, gardens, &c. together 
with Chester Inn, belonging to the see of Lichfield 
and Coventity; and andther belonging to the bishoj[> 

fi F. 
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<tf Iilandaff, were all levelled to the ground by th«^ 
protector Somerset, to make tooan for the lat# 
magnificent paiace which bore hh name, and oa 
the site of which. Somerset-place now stands*^ 
the&e victims to sacrilege were thus devoted, with^ 
out the least atonement or compundtion made to 
the proprietors for their loss, other tbaff to tiie 
bishop of Worcester, who had, in respect to bis 
former hou^e, a house in White-firiars. The pre« 
sent east, or principal front of this palace, is a plain 
regular elevation of modern date and tiiste; its 
west front is a mixtnre of gothic sollsmnity witb 
later addition?. The* r»of,> which once received 
the bigotted Jame» II. remams, but the room he 
personally occupied is now no more. The royal 
visitants of anotb^r house* have* given additional 
value to thi» episcopal palace, and there is not a 
"principal apartment in it but is entered, with feel- 
ings of respect, resoltingfrom the recollection* thai 
George III. and part of his fomily, in 1788, were 
inmates of its roof. Two very excellent whofe- 
length portraits of their present majesties, copied 
by Honneyman, from Gainsborough, are placed in 
the drawing-room, between which, on an oval slab, 
in gold letters, placed there by the late bishop, is 
the following inscription : — ^' Hospes, iMAiGiNES*, 

QtTAS CoN^E»flP£ARI8, AUGTJSTORUM PrINCIPUM 

George III. et Charlottjb cokjitgis^ rex ipse 
RicHARDO Episcopo Yigorniensi Donavip. 
MDCCXC." In this* palace is a hall of handsome 
{proportions, wbieh ^^as used I^hift Majestji, 
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wliile here^ as a dining and drawing-room; it Is 
jiaved with stone, and commands a fine view over 
the surronnding country : it is 55 feet long, by 24 
feet broad, and its height about 18 feet. From the 
ball we proceed to the bishop's chapel, fitted up 
with oak, [and probably built «oon after the Refor-^ 
mation. The whole of this palace, is well wot^h th& 
attention of those permitted to visit it, and the pic- 
tures of several bishops, given by the late Bishop 
Hurd to the see, form part of an interesting and 
imluable series of .ecclesiastical portraits. 



Chronologiecd Account of Ris/iopsy Archdeftcons^ 
Deansy Sfc. 

BISHOPS. 
Upon the confirmation of the partition of the 
general diocese of the kingdom of Mercia into five 
sees, at the synod held at Hedtfield, a. d. 680, the 
bishops nominated to the province of Wiccia^ or 
see of Worcester, \yere as follow:-^ 



Tatfiiili, orTadfrid; he died 

before oonsecratipn •••••• 680 

Boiie], r «,..,. 691 

Onfor alias Ostfor, c ib. 

Bffwine, i> 717 

Wlfred, D 743 

Mildred, or Milred. D 775 

Werematid, 1> 778 

riltere, D • 781 

. Eaitliorcd, D.... 798 

Denebert, c ^. . . . • ib. 

Eadbert, or Heabert, J> . . . . 848 

>lhnne, D 872 

MTcrefrid.c 873 

^thelbaoi D • • . • « • . . ... • • 9n 



Wilfi«th ., 

Kinewold, J) 957 

Dunstan, t ••.•••• 

Oswald, c •. . , , 960 

Adoir, c2 lOOS 

Wolstan, D 1023 

Lcoffias, c ib. 

Brihtegus, iJ , io38 

Living^ttfi, D 1046 

Aldred,orJialdred, X>.,,.., 1069 
Wolslaii. or AVulsttin ji. c . .. 1 06SJ 

Sampson, P 1^49 

Tkeolf, :i%cwok|, or Tbeai- 

pbai»,c 1115 

Simoo, D... ,...•., 1149' 
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JolmBePtgtbaiii.c 1151 

Alured, or Alfred, c 1158 

Roffcr, c 1164 

Baldwin, c . . • 1180 

\\m.t)eNorl»lo,D... .... 1190 

Robert Fiterilpb, c Ili^l 

Henry De Stilli, c 1195 

John De Coftstantus, c 1198 

Uluger, pr Maiger, D ...... 1 $tS 

Raadttlph, ..••,..* 

Waller de Grey, c 1?14 

Silvester de Evesham, c • • • • xn^ 

William dcBIois,c 1218 

Walter de Gaotelope, c . . . . ' lg3f 

Nicholas, c •••• .. 1S66 

Godfrey de GiflFai d, c . . . . 1268 
Wm. de GaynesbeiUvTe, e ,,.' 1302 
Walter Reginald, or Reynold, t ISl3 
Walter de Maydenston, c . . . ib. 
Thomas Cobbam, c,.,*«... ]dl7 

Attain de Orlten, c 13i'9 

Sirncn de Montacatc, or Montagu 
Thomas Hemenhale, 1) • . . . 1338 
Wolstan de Braansford, c .. . 1^9 
Johnde Thoresby, or Tbors- 

by.c... .,..., ......... 1349 

Reginald Brian, t , , 

John Bamet, t 1363 

W ilHam Wittcsley, c ib. 

Wui. Lvnn, c f • » . 1368 

Honry,WakefieM e 1376 

I'ideman de Winchcombe^ D 1401 
Richard Cliffoi-d, c ,,.'... . ib ' 

Thoma:> Peverill, ( .,* 1407 

Philip Morgan, t 1425 

Thomas Polt'ni, it 1 433 

Tiiomas Boargcbier, or Bpur- 

chier, t • 

John Carpenter, D. D. JD . . . . 
JohnAleock, c f..... 1476 



.RobeH Morton,. D ^ . . 1496 

[John Giglcs, or de Liliia, 

L.IaD. D...;.fc....... 1498 

jSUvester Giglcs, 1? 1521. 

JnVius de Medecis, or Julio Je 

Meded, r...«.. .,•;..... I5t3 
Jerome de Qlunocciis, d, . . . )534-5 
Hugh Latimer, c. .','..♦.,, . 1555 
JohnBeli,r4.. ;.•,....«., ^»)4S 

Nicholas Healli, d 1549 

John Hopcr, or Hooper, c. . 1552 
Nicholas Heath, .,.•««... 

Richard Pales, d 1565 

Kdwin SundyStf t , 1570 

Or. James Colfbill ; he died 

before consecration 

Nicholas BnUingbam, e ••.. 1570 

John W hitgift, i J583 

Kdmnnd Freake, D. D. D. . 1591 

Rifibard FletcbeK * 1696 

Thoma^Bilson, D. D. c 1596 

Gervase Babington, D. D. D 1610 
Henry Parry, D. D. D . . . . 1616 

John Thornberoagh,D 1641 

John Prideaox, c ib. 

George Morley, D. D. t . . . , 1660 

John Ganden, D 1662 

John Karl, t 1665 

Robert Skinner, D. D. JO.... 

Walter Blandford, D 1675 

James Fleetwood, D 1683 

William Thomfut, D.D $ ... ]689 
Edward Stillingfleet, D. D. c ib. 

Wm. Lloyd, D. D. D 1717 

John Hough, c , 1699 

Isaac MAdox, c 1743 

James Johnson, e 1759 

Brownlow North, c 1774 

Richard Hurd,c 1781 

F. H. W. CarnewaN, c . . . . 1809 



\r signifies resigned— c consecrated — D died at Worcester — 
t translated from Worcester— -5 suspended*^ deprived.] 
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ARCHDEACONS. 

The title of Archdeacon is of no less antiquity 
than the primitive times of Christianity ; they were 
formerly elected by the Deacons from among them- 
selves ; and, in the time of Henry VIII. their re- 
venues arose firom procurations, synpdals, Peter's- 
pence or pentecostals, pennons .or indemnities,, 
fines of testaments^ vacation of benefices, and in-. 
* stallatlons of Abbots. 



Agelree , 1088 

HughheWH 1120 

WilKam CqiD^n 1 ISO 

Gervas 1 134 

Thomas Fitzfaarding ........' 1 1 47 

Godfrey 1148 

SimoD Limes 1167 

Peter de Aroho 1 189 

John de Goranbis 1 1 97 

John de Branastre. • 1^1 

WiA; de Scot, alias Stickbill 1218 
Vinoeiit Bergnvepuv ........ |2^6 

Robert de A«thall, oi; Escall 
Hugh de ETeshaitt ........ 1275 

Rfdph de Hengham. \%^7 

Francis ..,...".. ... 1288 

H€Dry Fitz DaiTpbin ..«••.. 13 1 2 

J^bp Braoy ......<..' 13S0 

Adam de Champiie^s dd Sand- 
wich ..,..* 1821 

John de Orleton 1329 

Robert of Wirccestcr, L.L.D. 1337 
JohoSeverle.. ......*.... 134^ 

John de Harewell • • • • 

Simon Cleinens ...•.'...... 1371 

John Blxachaid 1385^ 

Willtun Mabas 1383 



William Rawcomb ........ 1401 

John liworth 1412 

John Bdtdett/ L. L. B 1 43 1 

William Hinde 143S 

John Vcrney 1438 

William Vause..., 1452 

Thomas Maivkius , • . « ] 467 

Robert Ink barrow 1472 

Thos. HawkitiB^ reinstated •. ib. 
John Burton. ...... ^ ...... • t4T% 

Thomas Alcock 1485* 

StpplMo Gardiner. •.••••.•'• 1500 
Wm. GlajbiKgb, or Clebnrgh I53t 
F*eter VanDets, tir Vitynor . ... 1 534 

Thomas I'owel, L. Jb. D 156$ 

Godfrey Goldsborougb, B. D. ib. 
Joiin Johnson, D.0. ...••.. 15^8 
Wiiliaoi Swaddep, O.D, ,.., 1623 

Henry Lloyd, D.D. ib. 

Bdward ThomboroQgh, M.A. 1629 

Wtiliam HodgQS, B.D 1645 

John Fleetwood, M. A lb. 

Williaii) W^orth, B.a 1^05 

John Tottie, D.D. . 1774 

John Warren, L.L.D. 1775 

l^ev. Thomas Bvans*. . • . . . 1787 
Rev. Arthur Ouslow........ 181^ 



* Galled by mistake, at page 182| Bern Evanf^. 
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{a.iignifies appointed— d died at WorcoftteiK^ traislaled, and 
t ipstalled. 



Henry Halbearb, a . • 1538 

JohoBar1ow»ft ..,. 1544 

PbilipBalMdeHawford, d 1657 

Se(b Holiuid, i ib. 

Jj»hn Pedor, d 157 1 

Thomas Wilson, D.D. a ..'. ib. 

Bnmois Willis, t |587 

Richard EedeSfd *..;>> ^60A 

James Mouf aji^e, D. D. d . . , . 1618 

ArtbnrLake,t 1616 

Joseph Hall, t .1627 

V. William Jaxen, t 163S 

liloger Manwaring, t 1635 

Christopher Poller, a . . . ,^.. 1^36 

llichard Holdsworth, D. O. a 1 646 

Jobo Oliver, D.D. a... 1660 



Tbomas Warmestrv, a 1661 

WilUBm'Fhomas,D.O.r.... 16S3 
Georjfo Hicks, D.D, a p,*j,» ib. 

Wm. Talbot, A. M.i 1691 

Franeis Hare, 0.D. « |71S 

James Stilliof^eet, D.D. i .. 172.6 

K(l«nnDd Martio, t 1747 

MnWaugh,i..».^ ••...... 1751 

Sir Richard W ratteslej, i . . • 1 7 65 
Wm. DifrbT, UUD.i .... 17^69 

Robert Foley. D.D. i 1778 

Hon. and Rev. St. Andrew St. 

Joho, D.D. i ., 178$ 

Rev. Arthar Onslow, p. D. j J 7^$ 
Rev. Johp iBankes Jenkin- 

1817 



■.•••• •^ • • • 



PREBENDARIES. 

Concerning the institution of the Prebendaries, 
Chancellor Price says, he believes the omission 
•ef it might arise in the reign of James I. for, from 
the first year of his reign to the third of Charles L 
reversions of them Ti^ere granted, and thus thej 
liecame collations regals ; but, since the year 1688, 
they have beed regularly instituted by the bishop 
ef the dtoeese. Of the ten prebends of this church, 
nine of them are in his Majesty^s royal patronage, 
jind one, the sixth, is annexed to ihe Margaret 
professorship of Divinity in the University of Ox^ 
ford, by act of Parliament. These, with the 
deanery pay, in lieu of first fruits and tenths^ 
mL Is. Sd. 
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fim Stall. 

'fhomas Bag^ard, LL.D, ap- 
pointed by the fousdation 
charter, Jan. 24, 1541 

1644 Robt. Johnson, L.L B. 

1558 William Norfolk, M.A. 

1561 Thomas Herie,M.A. 

1586 William Tovie,B,D. 

1596* Richard Potter, B.D. 

1628 Richard Steivard 

>638 William Smitli, B.D. 

1660 John Bretton 

1675 Wm. Hopkins, B.D. 

1700 Miles 8tapl€don,D.D. 

1731 Philip Smallridge, M.A. 
Chancellor of Worcester 

1751 Lewis^ Crusius, D.D. 

1775 j8.Torking:ton,L.L.D. 

1813 Wm. Digbj, M.A. 

Second Siftll. 
1541 Richard BruiFne, Af .A. 
1546 JoHit Cumpton, alias 

Theale, B.D. Chancellor of 

Hereford 
1555 SethUoUand,M.A.A.D. 

Dean ot Worcester 
1457f Leonard Linghara, or 
' Lin^han, M.A. 
15^ Ricd. Longwortlii, D.D. 

afierirards Dean of ChesitT 
1579 John Lon^uorih, D.D. 
1613 JolnrHanmer, D,D. 

1629 GitesThornboroug^h^M.A 
1664tWm. Oweo, M.A. 
1672 Henry Greisley, M.A. 
1678 Joseph Glanville, M.A. 

1630 Ralph BattellrM.A. 
1713 Wm. Bramston, D.I>. 
1735 Bernard WiUon, D.D. 



1772 James 8til1ingfie^t,D.U. 
1817 Richard Bagot, M.A. 

Third SiaH. 

1541 Richard Ever, H.D. 

1558 RalpCockley 

1558 Thomas Arden 

1560 Lybbeus Byard 

1570 John Buliingham, after- 
wards Bishop of Glocester 

1581 Godfrey Goldsborongh, 
aflterwards Bp. of Glocester 

1604 Wm. Borksdale, M.A. 

1628 Stephen Boughton, M.A. 

1660 Barnabas Oley, M.A. 

1685 John Hou«fh, M.A. af- 
terwards Bp. of Worcester 

1690 Joseph Merill, M.A. 

1700 Wm. Gallaway, M.A. 

1715 Wm. Worth, D.D. Arch- 
deacon of Worcester 

1742 Rice Williams, D.D. 

1767 Philip Duval, L.L.B. 

1772 Gregory Parry, M.A. 

1785HWm. Lan^fonl, D.D. 

1787 John Plumptre, M.A. 

1808 John Banks Jenkinson, 
M. A. 

1817 Herbert Oakley, M.A. 

FMfWA Siall. 

1541 Henry Joliffe, B.l>. aln^ 
Dean- of Bristol 

1559 Sir l^hos. Windebank, a 
layman 

16U7 John Archbald, D.D. 

1627 Francis Chartlel, M.A. 

1660 Wm.DowdsweH,L.L.D. 

1671 Geo. Benson,. D.D. af- 
terwards Dean^ of Uerefordi 



* lo9B According to Abingdom 

f 1557, According to Abingdon. 

t 166?, Green's first edition-- 1663, Abingdoa. 

I 1783, GrcoD. 
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1093 Richard .BetttteyV M.A. 

the ikaioat tnatrter <tf Triii. 

Coll, Cambridgre 
1700 John Laitffhtdo. M.A. 
1714 Wtn. Lloyd, D.D:Clian. 

cellorof thtsdiotese . 
1719 Geo. LfiTingftony L.L.B. 

afterwards Biahofi uf Eoteter 
17^1 Samoel Greea, M. A. 
1747 Robert Eden, B«D. 

1766 Benj. Neifcombey D.D. 

1767 Win. Stockwood, JM.A. 

1768 William Ardea, M.A. 
1768 iohn YouBff, D.D. 
1786 Richard Kihrert, Al.A. 
1818 Hy. Anth»Dy.Pye,M.A. 

Fifth StalL 
1541 GUfoert BottrDe,D.D. af- 
lerwarda Bishop of Bat b anil 
Wells 

1558 Edm. Daniel, also Dean 
of Heteford 

1559 Robert Avis, M.A, 
1581 Gilbt.fiarkhouseJi.L.B. 
1597 Tbos. Fennian, (or Fer- 

rvman. 
161*9 Henry Bright, M.A. the 

iamous master of the King's 

School, Worcester 
1627 Nathaniel Giles, D.D. 
1660 Echvanl Re\noldi, M.A. 
1698 Sir Wm. Iliawes, Bart. 

D.D. afleFH'ards^Archbisliop 

of York 
1708 llobert Brabant, D.D. 



1722 Benj. Wobdroofe, M.A. 
17^ Thomas Inett, M.A: 
1748 John Dalton, D,U, 
1763 Wm. Jennings, B.D. 
17S8 Thomas Haghes, M.A. 
1793 Charles Peter Layard. 
180a Charles Talbot, iil.A. 
1803 Jahn Wingfield, D.D. 

Sixth SialL 
1541 Roger Meckhom, D.D. 
a monk of this churdi 

1557 Wm. Tiirabull, L.L.D. 
who quitted it for the tenth, 
prebend 

1558 Robert Shaw, B.D. 
1560 Thomas KoHev, M.A: 
1577 John Ellis, M.A. also 

Dean of I].ereA>rd 

1576 Richanl Harris. M.A. 

1616 Eustache Moor, B.D. 

1628 Samuel Fell, D.D. niW- 
wards Dean of Christ Churk^ 
Oxford* 

1637 Thos. Laurence, D D. 

1660 Thos. Barlow, D.D. af- 
terwards Bishop of Lincoln 

1676 John Hall, D.D. aAer- 
wards Bishop of Bristol 

1691 Denry Maurice, D.D« < 

1691 Thomas Sykcs, S.T.D. 

1705 John Wynne, B.D, af- 
terwards Bp. of St. Asaph 

1714 Wm. Delaune, D.D. 

1728{Thomas Jenner, D.D, 

1768 Thomas Randolph, D.D. 



♦ In his time, by Ictten* patent, dated July 5, 1628» Ann 3, Ceroli, 
this prebend was annexed to the office of Margaret, Professor of Diviiiitj 
h tbe Unirervity of Oxford ; Rinoe which time it hath cootimied on the 
same footing, and all professors, as soon as elected by tbe Unirertity, 
have, without way presentation from the crown, been instated in thU 
dignity. 
. ♦ 1721, Grcau'f 2d edition. 
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1783 Timothy Neve, D.D. 
17d8 Septim. tollinsou, D.D. 

Seventh Stall. 
1541 James Lawerne, B.D. a 

monk of this church 
1551 Richard Vernon 
1557 Richard Hall, M.A. 
1560 Tho8. Wilson, afterwards 

Dean of Worcester 
1571 GrifBth Lewis, D.D. also 

Dean of Glocster 
1607 John Ohartlet, D.D. 
1641 Herbert Croft, D.D. af. 

terwards Bp. of Hereford 
1661 Joseph Crowther, D.D. 
1680 Jonathan BIaj|rFave,RI.A. 
1688 Jame8Stillinsrfleet,M.A. 

who resigned it for theDean- 

cry of Worcester 
1726 John Downes, M.A. 
1737 £dw. Stillingfleet, 91 .A. 
1777 John Carver, M.A, 
18p4 James Meakin, M.A. 

Eighth StaU. 
1541 Roger Sandford, B.D. a 

monk of this church 
1550 John Standish, D.D. 
1554 Leonard Pollard, B.D. 
1557 Thos. Bastarde, B.D. 
1584 Wm. Thornhill, M.A. 
1626 Robert White, B.D. 
1660 Wra. Thornhorough 
168P Geo. Hides, D.D. after- 
wards Dean of Worcester 
1683 John Jephoot, D.D. 
1706 £dw.Chandler,D.D.af. 

terwards Bp. of Lichfield 

and Durham 
1717 Richard Laughton,M.A* 
1723 John Holland, D.D 
1736 Rich.Meadowcourt,M.A 
1760 Samuel Woolley, M.A.I 

* 1555, in Green's l8t edition, 
t The first prebtnd of eash Ml 
aew Charter., 

F 



1764 The Hon. William Bar- 

ley, M.A. 
1769 Jn. Jas. Majendie, D.D. 

1774 Thos. Fountain 

1815 TownsendForrester,P.D 

Ninth Stall 
1541 Humphrey Webbeley, 

B.D. a monk of this church. 
1551 John Hariey, afterwards 

Bishop ot Hereford 

1575 Arthur Dudley, aliai 
Sutton* 

1576 Qer7.CamngtOD,L;L.D. 
1611 Richard Thornton, D.D. 
1614 Robert Pritchard, M.A. 
1631 Anty. Tyringham,M.A. 
1660 George Glenn 

1669 Thos. Lamplugh; B.D. 

afterwards Archbp. of York 
1674 Wm. Here, B.D. 
1687 Johu Cartwright, M.A. 
1708 Josiah Saobv, M.A. 
1743 Edwin Sandys, L.L.B. 
1764 Thomas Evans, D.D. 
1815 Hon. and Rev. Edward 

Rice, M.A. 

Tenih StalL 
1 541 f Richard Lisle, a monk 

of this chiilrch 
1558 Wm. Tumbull, L.L.D. 

from the sixth prebend 
1573 Thos. Thortfton, D.D. 
1629 Nat Tomkins, B.D. , 
1681 John Conant, D.D. 
1694 George Walls, D.D. 
1727 Wm. Byrcbe, L.L.O. 

CbaDceUor:of this Diec^se 
1741 Samuel Holcombe, M.A. 

1775 Matthew Lambe 
1797 Thos. James, D.D. 
1804 J. S. F. St. John, M.A. 



was at the saviatitte ttffwM by tb« 
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Freseni Members of iht Ecclesiastical Court of 
Worcester, 

His Grace the JHost Reterend Charles Sfanners Sutton, 
D.D. Lord Archbishop^of Canterbury, Primate of all Eng- 
land and Metropolitan. 

The Rig^bt Reverend* Foliott Herbert Walker Cornewall, 
D.D. Lord Bishop of Worcester, Ordinary or Judjj^e, July 
21, 1808. 

The Worshipful James Henry Arnold, D.C.L. Chancellor 
or ViGifr'General in Pripcipal and Official Principal Chancellor, 
May, 1801. 

Principal Surrogates* 

Thomas Clarke, M.A. 

Thomas Heynes, B.A. 

Principal Registrar, 
Richard Hnnl, Esq. 

Deputy Registrar. 
John Clifton, Esq. 

Proctors, 
Henry Clifton, Esq. 
Thomas Jones Jackson, Esq. 

Mmhers of iha Cathedral Churth of Worcester. 

The Right Reverend FoHott Herbert Walker Cornewall, 

Lord Bishop of Worcester, June, 1808. 

The ReveiMid John Bankes Jenkinsoo, D.D. Dean, Oct. 1817. 

The Reverend Richatrl Francis Onslow,^ M.A. Archdeacon, 

September, 1815. 

Prebendaries or Canons, 

1 The Rev. Septimus Collinson. D.D. Jan. 19» 1799. 

2 The Rev. John Wiogfield, D.D. Feb. 28, 1863. 
« a me fiwr; JiwM M«^khi^ A.M. June 1, i804L 
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4 Tke ReT. Jobii Francis Seymour Fleminsf St. Johs, 

Bf .A. Nov. 1804. 
6 The Rev. William Digby, A.M. March 21, 1813. 

6 The Rev. Tovrnsend Forrester, D.D. June 3, 1815. 

7 The Hon. and Rev. Edviard Rice, M.A. Nov. 4, 1815. 

8 The Hon. and Rev. Richard Bagot, M.A. Aug. 9, 1817. 

9 The Rev. Herbert Oakley, M.A. Dec. 27, 181?, 
10 The Hev. Henry Anthony Pye, M.A. Jan.- 1818.^' 

Minor Cammu* 

TheRev. Digby Smith, M.A.GhaDter and Rector of St. 
Martin's, Worcester, and Chap laift to St. Oswatd Hospital. 

The Rev. Thomas Clarke, M. A. Sacrist and Rector of 
Broadwas. • . 

The Rev. Thomas Heynes, B.A. Yicar of Walverley. 

The Rev. Allen Wheeler, B.D. Rector of Bredicott. 

The Rev. William Stafford Smitly, Bf .A. Vicar of Oveitwry. 

The Rev. Richard George, L.L.B, ¥icar ol Stoke Prior. 

The Rev« Matthew Lunn, M.A* Vicar of Kempsey. 

The Rev. Thomas Price, M.A. VicfMr of Sl;1Peter's. 

• 

Organitt and Ma$ier of the Ckmitfen. 
Mr. Charles Clarke, 1813. 

Lay Cleris or Siuging Men» 

Charles Clarke. John Soutball. 

Joseph Shelton. Matthew Bennett 

John Griffiths. William Holmes. 

Samuel Dangerfield. Henry Shelton, 

Ten Choristers. 

E. Clarke. W. Rogers. 

£. Allen. W. Bennett. 

C* Bennett. G. Jones. 

£. Williams. H. Edmunds. 

J. Dippit. W. Stafford. 
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Schoolriuuter, 
Re?. W. J. Potter, M.A. 

Usher. 
Rev. Cornelius Copner, B.A. 

Forty Kxnfs Sckotttrt,^-^8et PuUk Schools. 

Two Sextons, 
Francis Stafford, Nor. 2S, 1795, 
Jobo BftMiri*, 1814. 

Two Vergers. 
Cb^rlos Richards. 
; William AVells. 

' Two Butters. Qne Manciple. Two Cooks. 

Samael Romney, Mrs. StiDton. Elizabeth Dunn. 

Jaraes Sayer- Ann Wibley. 
Ten Seadsemen. 

Charles Richards James fVatkins. 

John Goodman. IVilliam Huntsman. 

Edward Thewliss. Edward Poney. 

Andrew Ely* Tbomas Jolly. 

William Wells. Thomas Wheeler/ 

Three Porters. 

William Sarage. 
Henry Rerley. 
Edwanl Thewliss. 
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CHAPTER Till. 

Of the Religious Houses^ ancienilj/ endowed and 
long since suppressed^ in this Citj/; — the Castle, 
and its Constables. 

Ancient hospitals were principally intended for 
the accommodation of pilgrims and poorer travel* 
lers on their journeys ; and, with this view, were 
built by the sides of great roads and near the en-> 
trance of towns ; a few poor men were stationed in 
each, to do the office of hospitality, and were 
handsomely paid out of the revenues of the foun- 
dation. 

St. Wulstan's, now the Commandery.— An 
ancient hospital, built on the south-east side of the 
city, of which that good bishop was the founder. 
Its original establishment was for a master, a 
chaplain, and four poor brethren. Leland says, 
'^ it was situate in the suburb, without Sidbury- 
gate, and some say,'* continues he, ^^ it was the 
foundation of a queen.'* The inhabitants of this,, 
infirmary were religious, of the order of St, Au- 
gustin, and professed the three spiritual vows of 
chastity, poverty, and obedience. It was to be 
always in the patronage of the bishop of Worcester 
and his successors ; and the preceptor, or master, 
iremovable by them at pleasure. They bad an in^ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



fiSO 

firmary, in which, a. d. 1294, were twentjr-tir« 
persons. In 1S68, Wm. de Beauchamp, among the 
legacies he bequeathed in &yor of other religipus 
foundations in this city, left one mark to this hospi- 
tal* Wm.de Moiendinis, clerk, was a considerable 
benefactor to this hospital, as well as to St. Os« 
wald's. In 1294, he gave 60 marks, and jglO 
sterling, by which he ensured to himself and his 
house the prayers and devotional services of the 
brethren of the foundation, and the celebration of 
his anniversary, on th^ conversion of St Paul, 
with some degree of ceremony. In 1414, when 
Bishop Bourchier made his visitation of this soci- 
ety, he made an addition to its members. He or« 
dered, that there should be two chaplains, each to 
be allowed four marks yearly, a gown, a chamber^ 
diet at the master's table, and, in his absence, ten^ 
pence a week for providing for themselves. . He 
settled five poor brethren and two sisters in this 
house, each to have seven-pence a week : but, lest 
complaints should arise of its revenue being uner 
qual to such an unequal burden, hp forbade the 
granting of any corrodies^ thus preventing any old 
servants of the bishop, &c« from being quar- 
tered on them for the future. Hitherto the mas^ 
ters had been laymen, as the appellation of conp* 
lOjander, assumed only by laj superiors, sufficiently 
implies ; but this bishop insisted ths^t the mast^ 
should be in priest's orders. It had usually the 
name of tfie Commandery, from, the title whichrats 
masters assumed, wKq, in imitation of the supe» 
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riors in military conrents, stjled themselves pra* 
ceptoresy or commanders. This has led some re« 
tailers in topography into a gross mistake, who 
have ventured to assert, upon no authority but the 
name of a commandery, which the site of this 
hospital still retains, that it was formerly a house 
of the Knights of St. John; whereas, it is certain 
that those knights had no possession in Worcester, 
or its neighbourhood. About the eiid of the ISth 
century, the prior took the name of preceptor, or 
commandei'; and in a patent of Henry VIII. the 
site of it is granted to Morysina, by the title of 
situs prasceptoriaSj sive^ prioratus, S. Wulstaniy TFt" 
gom. in May, IdOO, Hugh le Despenser, then 
chief justice of the forest, (afterwards the favourite 
and principal minister of Edward U.) attended by 
all the foresters of Feckingham, held his court in 
this hospital, for imposing fines on the destroyers 
of the king's game. Aug. SI, 1524, Cardinal 
Wolsey had a bull from the pope, authorizing him 
to suppress this hospital, with several other small 
religious houses ; and with the lands and revenues 
thereof to endow his two colleges at Ipswich and - 
Oxford : but he lived not to see it take effect; the 
king, upoti his disgrace, having seized them all 
into his own hands. It continued in the patronage 
of the bishop of Worcester till the dissolution^, 
when it was valued, 26 Henry VIII, at 79/. 125. 6(L 
per annum, in gross; 63/. 18s. lOd. clear, as re- 
tunied by the commissioners. It was granted^ 
32 Henrv VIII. by deed^ bearing date 15th Marcb^ 
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to Sir Richard Morysine, wbo exchanged it again 
with that king, and then it became part of the en- 
dowment of the cathedral church of Christ, in 
Oxford, of which it was held by lease; till, on the 
13th of May, in the 36th of the same reign, it was 
conveyed, in consideration of the sum of j£498, 
to Thomas Wylde, Esq. of the city of Worcester, 
clothier, the lessee, in whose fieunily it remained 
till a few years since, when it was purchased by 
John Dunbridge, Esq. of Worcester. In the ori- 
ginal valor of Worcester diocese, in the first- 
fruit's office, it appears that the chapter of this 
hospital was dedicated to St. Godwald, and of- 
ferings were made to his image, &c. A moiety of 
the manor of Pirie, more anciently called Pirian, 
is mentioned among the estates of this hospital. 
In this manor lies Perry Wood, iamous for Crom- 
well's encampment, and not less so for being named 
as the scene of his interview with the infernal mo- 
narch, as related by Mr. Echard. The Comman- 
dery is an edifice constructed of wood, the framing 
of which is filled with brick and stone intermixed. 
The refectory, or great hall, is the principal of its 
remains ; it is nearly a square, roofed on the plan 
of Westminster HaU, with Irish oak, but not 
ornamented. The original door and staircase still 
remain : the windows, which are lofty and spacious, 
are filled with small panes of glass, like the com- 
mon casement, on which are painted birds, flowers, 
and other decorations, and the principal part of 
them are charged with a scroll, inscribed Emanuel, 
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in every casement. The modern and useful addi* 
lions to this house Have destroyed much of its 
antiquity. In one of the chambers, to which you 
ascend by an ancient stair-case, are still the arms 
of Wylde above alluded to : they were, it is said, 
the first persons who used a close carriage in Wor- 
cester. In the hall are two carved lions, apparently 
once forming the ends of seats ; and the paving of 
this room is of red bricks, with white ornaments, 
or tiles, similar to that of Malvern Abbey ; on some 
of which are arms, a shield, with a fess, on which 
are crescents, between three small crosses, pattee. 
A room, supposed to have been the kitchen, has a 
fire-place of 13 feet width in the shaft, and 8 feet 
3 inches in the opening. On one door of a garret 

is carved St and on a part of some old frieze 

work, at one of the entrances, the date, 1638, 
between carving of two verdures or sporting 
figures. 

From the back of the Commandery you proceed 
to the park : it rises up a hill, where is the appear- 
ance of a once avenue of trees to its probable 
original entrance, and where the intrenchments 
made at the siege of Worcester are still visible. 
Part of this building is let out to a lace manu- 
facturer, and the greater part is the concern and 
dwelling-house of Mr. Burlingham, who appro- 
priates part of it to a Sunday School. — See School. 

St. Oswald's.— In the north suburb of this 
city was another hospital, dedicated to St. Os- 

G G 
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wald. Itg original endowment was for a master, 
a chaplain, and four poor brethren. This hospital 
was originally an infirmary, founded for leprous 
monks of Worcester priory. The small pox, when 
first brought by the crusaders into Europe, seems 
to have been confounded with the leprosy; which 
-was also, from the same conveyance, at that time 
epidemic in the west. Davies, one of Stowe^s MS. 
authors, reports St. Oswald to have been the 
founder of this hospital, but the leprosy was not 
known in England till long after Oswald's time. 
There is mention of other establishments for lepers 
in various parts of England, and of France espe- 
cially, which were afterwards converted into hos- 
pitals, 2. e. inils for the pilgrims and the poor, as 
was this of St. Oswald, the master of which was 
nominated anciently by the precentor of St. Mary's 
priory. It was in being before a. d. 1268, in 
which year Wm. de Beauchamp, by will, left it 10*. 
Leland has given a short detail of its state and ap- 
pearance at his time, in bis Itinerary : in several old 
deeds, the chapel belonging to the hospital is said 
to have been a parish church ; and Bishop Littelton 
collected, from the MSS. in the library of Jesus 
College, Oxford, that there was formerly a church 
dedicated to St. Oswald, in the hamlet of Whiston, 
within the parish of Claines. The patronage was 
vested in the prior and convent of Worcester, and 
the master was appointed by the sacrist of that 
. church. Dugdale and Speed say, it was valued at 
13/. 14*. id, clear per annum. In a MS. valuation 
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of Archbishop Sancroft, cited by Tanner, it is 
stated at 14/. I4ts. 4^d. in the whole; and lipon a 
new valuation, 4 Edward VL at 15/. 18s. Od. 
This house was not dissolved, but given by the 
king to the dean and chapter, in whose patronage 
it has remained ever since, except in the reign of 
James I. — For a further Account of Si. Oswald^ see 
Charitable Foundations. 

Whitstane or Wistan.— Of great celebrity 
in the annals of Worcester, was a nunnery of 
seven or eight white nuns, of the Benedictine 
order, and called White Ladies from the colour of 
their habits ; " situate,'' says Leland, " on the 
north side of the cwnetry of St. Oswald, in the 
norih suburb of this city ; said to be founded by 
Walter de Cantelupe, Bishop of Worcester." It 
was built upon ground that had belonged to the 
cathedral convent : the site of their house, and 
the donations which ha4 been made to them, were 
confirmed by the prior and convent of Worcester, 
A. D. 1255 ; at which time, also, their church was 
dedicated. Bishop Godfrey Giffard, in the year 
1269, gave to this nunnery the manor and patronage 
of Eston, from whence that village is still called 
White-Lady Aston, or Eston. He ordered the 
prior of Worcester to provide a priest to officiate 
there, for which he had a maintenance : he also 
gave them (1871) a portion of tythes and obla- 
tions in Claines ; and made interest with Raymond 
de Nogeriis, the Pojpe's nuncio, to free them from 
their tenths. In the reign of Henry IV. a patent 
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passed the seal for appropriating to tliem the 
church of Weston-siiper-Avon. There is a tene- 
ment about a mile to the east of Worcester, which 
was part of the possession of this religious house, 
and still bears the name of the Nunnery Farm. 
Their revenue was valued, at the dissolution, 
S6 Henry VIII. at 53/. 3^. 7d. per annum ; 
and granted, 35 Henry VIII. to one Richard 
Callowhill. The site of the nunnery still retains 
the name of the. White Ladies, and is held 
under the governors of a charity, founded soon 
after the Reformation, by Elizabeth, for the sup- 
port of a blue coat school in Worcester. Richard 
Blurton, Esq. purchased the renewable lease, 
from which it has descended to Richard Ingram, 
Esq. the late proprietor, who dying in 1811*, it 
became the property of his widow, who resides on 
the premises. The Refectory remains nearly in 
its primitive state — ^it is used as a kitchen ; the 
chapel was destroyed on the dispersion of the nuns, 
but its outer walls, still remaining, ascertain its 
extent and the position of its altar, on which was 
placed the monument of Mr. Richard Blurton, 
formerly the proprietor of this estate^ removed 
hither from the old church of Nicholas, when that 

« Octolier 20, 1811, died, after a very short illness, Ricbard Inptttn, 
Bsq. of the White Ladies. Asa man of science, bis attaimoents were 
of the highest stamp, his general knowledge wa5 copious and comprehen- 
sive, and applied with soomd jadgment and discrimination ^o every sobject 
which be bad occasion to disooss % bis emdition was remarkably extensive, 
and his aoquaintanoe with the Greek and Latin CUiisies the most intimate.— 
TV'orccrter Heralds 
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structure ttss taken down, and in %vhicli Mr. B. 
was buried. The inscription upon this mural slab 
is nearly effaced, and the tablet, on which are the 
armorial bearings, is broken at the corners. 

The position of this altar, and several of the 
windows, is still visible ; beneath the present 
flooring is a crypt, probably a place for the inter.; 
ment of its prioresses. Tradition has reported, 
that subterraneous passages led from this vault to 
St. Mary's monastery on one side, and to Henlip 
House on the other. On a view of the place no 
indication of such openings can any where be 
traced to authorize the latter conjecture : but, that 
the excavation reached to the college, has been 
cort-oborated by several persons and circumstances. 
-—In the latter end of the last century, part of the 
passage fell in, at a place called the EarPs Post, 
near the town hall ; and, it is said that a hollow 
or rumbling sound, emitted by the carriages in 
High-street, particularly towards the cathedral, 
furnishes an authentic proof of this idea. The 
opening was bricked up by the present possessor of 
White Ladies, who had probably no wish to receive 
uninvited guests through this passage. From in- 
quiry made by Mr. Jeal, late Sexton at the cathe- 
dral, and taken from his MSS. we find, Watkins, 
who laid the pipes in the High-street, says, " the 
crown of the arch is about six feet under the pave- 
ment, and that they brake into it opposite the 
Pump-street ; that it is also five or six feet deep, 
and arched over with stone; that it seemed to 
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oomnittiiicate with the wall at the^ old Fo&i-oflBlce. 
Qy. Where was the old Post-oiBce ? Another person 
sajs, that in digging foundations for some houses 
in the BuU-entrj, they brake into it there. 'Tis 
said Dr. Nash proceeded from the White Ladies ; 
some say in the subterraneous passage, until his 
torch going out, he gave up his subterraneous 
researches," 

Thecemetry, on the north of the building, is 
now an orchard, where the remains of some of its 
original inhabitants have been occasionally disco- 
vered. This house appears to have been a religious 
establishment as early as the Norman Conquest, 
and the only nunnery ever founded at Worcester* 
Accoi^ing to William of Malmesbury, Ulgera, the 
mother of St.Wulstan, took the veil in this society « 
It seems not, however, to have had the support of 
an ample revenue, and, but for the assistance of 
additional benefiictors, could not have subsisted :-— 
its founder is unknown. A stone structure, of 
Saxon origin and probably sepulchral, which had 
stood on this spot, and called the Wbite-stane, 
gave name to the ancient manor of Whit-stone, 
of which the adjoining estate of Sansom-fields 
forms a considerable part. That estate is held 
by lease for lives, absolute, under the Lord Bishop 
of this diocese, with several freehold lands conti- 
guous to it. During the several changes that Wor- 
cester experienced in the wars of the Parliament 
army and the Loyalists,— for the Parliament array 
was as often in possession of it as the King'8,*-4be 
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White LadierVas held in such veneration by both 
parties, as to be left uninjared and entire, when 
the whole suburb of Worcester, firom the north 
gate of the city, and even the hospital of St. Os- 
wald, to which the While Ladies adjoined, was 
demolished and levelled for the defence and secu* 
rity of the town, when at several times besieged*. 
The owners of this mansion were equally respected 
and respectable : they had been honoured with 
. giving reception and entertainment to Queen Eli- 
zabeth, in her progress through this city, in 1586, 
the 34:th year of her reign ; the bed she slept in, 
the cup she drank out of, and some other memo- 
rials of that royal visit, were preserved therein 
with great attention. We were enabled,. by the, 
kindness of the present proprietor of White Ladies, 
to view every part of this interesting building; 
but, we regret to say, that many of these relics have 
disappeared, but not from negligence of the present 
owner. The bed where the Queen slept, and 
this cup, are no longer visible ; there is, however, a 
nondescript sort of black earthen jar, with nume- 
rous handles ; this is of ancient date, and the room 
in .which the' Queen reposed, of excessive small di- 
mensions, still remains perfect. Here is an origi- 
nal portrait of a late Lord Darnley, whose strength 
of musde was such as to enable him to roll up the 

* March 30, (he citizens and soldiers io the town destroyed St. 
Oswald's HospitaU bat spared Mr. Somers's Iioase it the White Ladies, 
which' was a strong stone building, capable of lodging 500 men with 
safety.— Extract from a MS. of JMir, Taiwi«&e»d, Of ElmieyLovet, wh» 
kept a regular diary during the siege. 
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pewter dishes, with which, at one time, the table 
of our aocestors were furnished. The gardens, 
which were extensive and highly cultivfited, are 
also said to have flirnished the pear-tree, loaded 
with beautiful fruit, which the Queen admiring as 
it stood in the market-place, or cross, to which it 
had been removed only the preceding night, added 
the three pears to the city arms, in approbation of 
the good government and order whereby such fine 
fi'uit was preserved safe in such a situation. In 
this mansion, thus venerated and considered as 
neutral, indeed as sacred ground, throughout the 
whole course of the civil war, Charles 11. took up 
his abode during the short stay he made at Wor- 
cester, previous to the decisive battle of Sept. 3, 
1651 ; and shifting himself there after the defeat, 
and whilst a council of war was holding at Bar- 
bourne Bridge, went off in disguise, through the 
fields adjoining the house, to Astwood, and from, 
thence to Boscobel, leaving his garteni, two pair 
of fringed gloves, waistcoat and smallclothes, in 
possession of the family, who carefully preserved 
them for many years. The name of this house, 
the White Ladies, has, by being connected with 
Boscobel, made a confusion in all the relations of 
his escape. 

House of the Gret or Minor Friars,— i- 
otherwise called Franciscans, now the city gaol. 
Their houise, according to Leland, was of the foun- 
dation of the Beauchamps, Earls of Warwick : it 
was in being before the year 12G6* 
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The refectory is a spacious and handsome room, 
the wainscoting;, which is of Irish oak, is orna- 
mented above with carvings, in which the instrii^ 
ments of the passion are represented, inscribed 
3* df • ^^^ ^^ ^^™^ %• 9* $>* while others 
have the plume of feathers, the badge of the Prince 
of Wales^ between the initials (0. ^^ shewing 
thereby, this part of its fitting; up, if not itlso of the 
erection of the building, to have been subsequent 
to the date of the eve^t thjat gave origii) to this 
Jfka^k ^ distinctto^t which the valour of that 
priuce has conferred on the eldest son of pur kings., 

Pro^E^ding to the refectory, on the |eft, is a b^^ 
window, with an archway, coeval probably wjtli 
the 0I4 ^uilc^ing ; i^ide Ud^ archway are the 6fl* 
lowing letters :--* 
cvYBnHK«PovR«Srr mi«DovRa^THER^ap»»E^Niri* 

' In' this part are dome cdlotired paving til^s/ - ^ 

The Dominicans and the ^^NiTBirTS bad also 
each a house here, traces of itfuoh-are no loiigei^ 
visible. -/ . / . ' I ' 

TniNiTY Gyl». — Gylds or Grelcis were founded 
either for the purposes of cbdrity^ reli^dU, i>^ 
merchandize. The Trinity Gyld hM been, we be-' 
lieve, cnsed as an exchange for the clothiers,! also 
for a theatre ; at one time it Was adorned ivith 
much rich carvings, the only vekiges of which 
remains are in a pieoe^ <^ ^rdei» g^eiiijld iii^tlie 
Ty thing, in the possession of Mr. Culvin. 
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The Castle, — All that is now to be perceived 
of Worcester Castle, is a late receptacle for tlie safe 
conduct of prisoners of the exterior of the county ; 
it presents a gloomj but unpicturesque appear- 
ance of a once modern gaol, having no part of 
ancient date, save a bastion at one corner of the 
quadrangle, and a mask over one entrance : with- 
out being Venerable iik ruins, it affords the associ- 
ation of ideas of bo^ much wretchedness once in- 
habited these walls. The rooms hav6 lost their 
ancient air in the smallness of their proportions : 
here Is still left an excellent piece of mechanism 
for raising water. This building, to which a 
bridewell was also ilttacfaed, stands upon about 
four acres, it held two hundred persons : the pri- 
soners, in May, 1814, were removed to the county 
gaolj for an account of which^ see Prisons^ 

Proceeding fi*otn this ediGce, you pass through 
a garden^ and ascend a steep artificial niaiint, 
the. area of which^ at the top» its only six ysiids in 
diameter^ thrown u^ probably, at the same time 
with that now called Cruckbarrow-hill ; from this 
you .view the Tasme> mouth, and the meadow 
w6ere the battle of Worcester first began. The 
rampire to the so^tb of this bill^ extending from 
the river towards Edgar^s toiver, was not levelled 
when Mr. Green v^rote his Survejfj and the ditches 
on the outside, he.saxs> may be easily traced. Up- 
on this ditcb| it k pre^un^, the back premises, 
balonging to Frog-lafe, are built. In the area 
of this prison are held the hustings, for the elec- 
tion of county members. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

Parochial Account of Churches^ &c. in (he Cilif 
and Suburbs. 

St. Peter the Great. — ^A vicarage in the 
presentation of the dean and chapter, so called to 
distinguish it from St. Peter's the Little, which was 
a chapel belonging to the king's castle here. The 
church of St. Peter is situate at the southern ex- 
tremity of the city, near Diglcy's* meadows ; it 
was appropriated by Bishop Wakefield to the Abbey 
of Pershore, who were its patrons till the dissolu- 
tion. It was at first dedicated to the saints Perpe- 
tua and Felicitas, but on the 25th of April, 14S0, 
the parishioners obtained a faculty to dlter the same, 
and their wake was afterwards kept on the Sunday 
after St. Philip and St. James ; its seats are irre- 
gular, and there is a curious monument, or rather 
picture, representing the portraits of two men, the 
one in the red gown being that of William Bachler, 
cue of the corporation, in 1608, of this parish ; 
and the other, in black, being the lively poriraiturt 
of Stanton, beneiactors to the poor of this parish* 
They are standing by a table, accompanied by a 
dog, and there is an inscription over their heads, 
and on a red table-cloth, in gold letters. Tl|it 

* Qj. If this I oorroptbD of lh« Pi'sach word DT^lis^. 



Digitized by 



Google 



244 

church has no orgm. In the south aisle, near the 
door, is the family vault of the Wyldes, extending 
nearly one side of the church, long resident in the 
Conmandery in this- parish, at whp^ expense the 
aisle of the church is kept in repair: the family of 
the Ingrams, as impropriators of the great tithes, 
keep the ni|dd)e aisle in repair, from its (last ^nd 
to the cross urch o.f th^ aide. Its tower, which 
lias an embattled top, contains^but four bells. The 
present incumbent is the Rev. Thomas Price. 
. St« MicH^^Xi THE AitCHANGEi^-r-a peculiar in 
the gift of the dean and chapter. About the ye^r 
45$ lathis living lapsed to the crown, and has so con- 
tiniied ever since, it not being worth while to pay 
thf'^pense of the sea1a> Sue, on account of the 
^mltllq068 of the. rectory, it ia therefore held by 
Jicenoe. This chftrch 1$ situate on th^ N. E. angle of 
jthd C&the^ral ; its interior is . commodious and 
light, having |L wid^ centre i^isle. It is presumed 
.by Green^ that this w^s the ^it9 of the once famous 
Ietd0n spire, of plochiuni, part of the eastern wall 
^ iyjiich making, up, the west fnd of the chxirch. 
'X%^ other par^s of i(^i^ foiyer and spire were pulled 
do^Vn.fibout 16^7, arvd f^ojid for 617/.' Us. Sd. and 
^this money wa§ giv^n tq jpein^ir churches and alras- 
liQUs^s destroyetd or damaged, during the war. In- 
^Ictborpe. hospital had 113/. S^. Id. given them to 
jc^pair.the houses burnt down by ^he king^s forces^ 
and 246/. 3s. 8d. to purchase a revenue. Lady 
Booth's -gift had SO/. 17^. 3d. allowed to. make 
^ood what was .taken away by force. St. Johii% 
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Castle Morton, DodderhilI,and many other churches 
had money allowed them to pay their delapidations. 

The present Rector is the Rev. Thos. Clarke, M. A. 

• St. Alban. — A rectory in the patronage of ihe 
dean and chapter. This church is situate on' the 
north-west corner of Fish-street, wjEiere that' street 
and Waripstry-slip intersect little Fish-street and 
Palace-row ; its interior and outward appearance 
cxhibjt nothing but meanness. , About the year 1815, 
this church was repaired and cleaned ; near the 
middle of the south aisle^ is the following inscrip- 
tion, on a flat stone, to the memory of 

" George Lewis, who departed this life ihe 29th diy of 
September, 1790, aged 67. He was the conductor of the 
prihtiAnr business in the F'orcelain Manufactory in this city 
upwards of 30 years, in which capacity hisi indefatigable 
attention and integrity were worthy of imitation." 

About the middle of the sbuth aisle, close to the 
wall, is' an iiiscription to the memory of Mr. Chew, 
organ builder, and one of the lay clerks of Wor- 
cester, cathedral, buried here in the year 1790. 
—•The pcesent incumbent is the Rev; Thomas 
Bedford, M. A, 

St. Hjblen. — A rectoi^y in the grant of the 
Bishop. Leland says, ** the church of St. Helen 
is counted the most ancient in this city." This 
church is situate at the north-east corner of Fish- 
street, its east end fronting High-street : its inte- 
rior is divided into three aisles, by two rows of 
well-built pillars; the altat-piece neat, and the light 
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good. " A substantial .repair," says Mr. Green, 
*^ ropch improved its internal and outward appear- 
ance, t|ie seating being; rendered more regular, 
and the belfry separated from the middle aisle, 
ivhich before lay open to it, and the east front 
railed in with iron rails. The burying ground^ 
.which is at the north*west quarter of the church, 
was purchased for that purpose; and, on Friday, 
Maj' 31, 1793, Jt was consecrated by the late 
Bishop Ilurd: a new house was also built con- 
tiguous to the church for the residence of the 
rdctor, an accommodation not hitherto provided. 
But, on its again falling into decay, a subscription 
was opened in 1808 for its further repair; and, on 
Dec. 20, 1809, this church was re-opened with a ' 
selection of vocal and instrumental music, aided 
by the talents of Mr. Griffiths, when a sermon was 
. preached by the late Dean Onslow, and a collection 
made. The tower of this church contained an 
octave peal of tuneable bells, now taken down; 
they are remarkable for the several inscriptions 
they bear, in honour and memory of the glorious 
battles and achievements of Queen Anne's heroes; 
they all bear the date 1706, excepting the seventh 
bell) the date of which is 17I2.V The, inscriptions 
on tjiese hells are as follow : — 
15/ — Blenheim, 
First in my note, and Blenheim is my name, 
For Blenheim's story will be first in fame. 

^d-^Barcelona, 
I^e't roe relate how Louis fhd bemoan 
llisg^ramlson Fhili|i*9 flight from Barcvlon. 
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Zd'-'Ramilliei, 
Deluged in blood, I, Raniillies, ad ranee 
BritaDDia's glory in the fall of France. 

Let Menin on niy sides erii^raven be. 
And Flanders freed frora Gallic slavery. 

When in harmonious peat I roundly g^n, 
Think on Turin, and triumphs of the Pb. 

^h —Eugene. 
With joy I bear illustrious £ugene*s name, 
Fav'rite of Fortune, and the boast uf Fame, 

7lk'-'Marlhorovgh . 
But f , with pride, the gfreat Marlbtiron^h bear. 
Terror of Tyrants and the soul of War. 

Sth— Queen Anne. 

Th' in^roortal praiies uf dueen Anne f sound. 
With union blest, ajid all these glories crown 'd. 

A^aindt the north wall of the chancel of fliis 
cliurch, is a handsome t6mb of dtone, rrith a re* 
cumbent statue at full length, in mag^isterial tolf^^ 
w.'t!i the following inscription :-— 

** kere lyeth the body of John Nash, Esq. late Aldemuin 
of this city, who was buried May 22, I6G2, a^ifed 72 years; 
and full of good works, as by the liberal provision for the | 
and needy, does a|>pear in his last will and testament, 
August 30, 1661, a copy of which was delivered to the cbain-. 
ber of Worcester, and apiiointeU to be read once every year t* 
them, by the town- clerk." 

Tills statue Is In very good preservation. 
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Underneath^ and on the base of the statue, is 
this inseription-: — 

•* Here lyeth the Iiody of John, the son of Richard Nash» 
Esq. of this city, who departed this life the 23d day of No- 
vember, anonodom. 1681; iEtatis sua? 2*'^" 

This tomb was surmounted with a large shield, 
bearing the arm^ of Nash :-— namely, a chevron, 
between grejhjQUQd^, nqyy fidlea down. 

On a marble monqment in the vestry is the fol- 
lowing inscription :•— 

*' Philip Bearcroft, Gent. late ahlerman of tliis city, whosie 
jastice and intiegrity in his public offices tlie grateful citizens 
can attest ; whose boj^anity. to the distressed, ami charity to 
the poor, this pa^h inore particularly experiencetb, died the 
9th of Aogiist, 1728, aged 80. His first wife, Mary, the 
daagbter of Richard Weston, Gent, lies interred at Martley, 
in Ibk oowDty, by whom he had one child, Mary. His second 
wife, £liasabetb Ford, whose remains lie near his, in this 
church, died Se|)tember 3, 1731, aged 77. Their said daugh- 
t^ B|[a|ry, hai^^ig married Jol^n Meaoe, of the Ro^^ Gent, 
aj^ ivse^ many years a widow, afcer a life spent In doing good, 
ga^a, at her death, many charitable l^apies; among which 
Were, — ^to the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel, 100/. 
—to the Infirmary of this city IOO/.~^ta the Rock parish, ifii 
which she lived, and tp this parish, wh^re she lies buried, 
legacies for ctoathing poor men and women annually. In 
testimony of her affection for these her parents, having by 
l^er will ordered this monument to be erected, she exchanged 
this life for a better, Feb. 14, 1760, aged 75. 

The present incumbent is the Rev, Thomas Bed- 
ford, M. A. 
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St. AKDRfiw is situiite in a very sptoioM <!e« 
metry, oonsearated to Ha' use by Bisfcop Thorn- 
borougb, 1<635, aad is prdMuned id ba^e been 
erected in the elevexth centaiy ; Ms. tower, which 
contains a clock and a peal of fi^e beihi^ has, witbin 
these few years, been cased with stone. The altar* 
piece is of a modern date, Tery neat, of the CotiiH^ 
thian order of arehitectinney with decent embellish*^ 
ments, and this church is well and vegtiltrif 
pewed; but the ^ire of this edifice is the adtuira- 
tion of erecy one, for its elegant propgrtion^ and 
is supposed to exceed every one in beauty, Salisbttrjr 
Bot even exce|)ted. The present old tower, with 
its original spire^ before it was destroyed by light- 
ning, in 17SS, was thus reckoned :«^tower, SO yds. 
Q^ 90 feet ; old spire, 44 yds. 1 foot and 10 inches, 
or 133 feet 10 inches; which was 81 feet 8 inches 
lower than the present tower and spire : the fomer 
was originally adorned with carvings of monstro- 
sities, &c. the only renHuaii^^ firagment of which^ 
a monster's head with its tongue oat, is preserved 
in Mr. Lingham's garden^ Gopeiihagen*8treet. . A 
high wind, which happened December 31, 1778, 
much injured the upper part of the spire of this 
diurch'; the expense of this repair, and also of the 
tower on which it stands, was defrayed by a volun- 
tary subscription, in 1780. The spire itself has 
been repaired or built three times ; it having once 
fallen into decay^ and once been destroyed by 
lightning. We read, in Nov. 13, 1799, that the 

1 1 
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spireof Ski Andre w^s eh urdh* was mHcli' injilred bj 
the high windd, A^vecal-cHones haFJogcbeenforeed 
out 'from the top, ami » chason occasioned below 
%\ke cap^taa of about a yard in length ; it was at one 
time f^red that the gteater part of the structure 
xuust have been dBina^;ad^ but it weathered the 
atoriD.' This church also underweoft; a thorough 
repair in .1809.; tibe expense wAs defrayed bjasub- 
spriptiQn^ stud the first stone of the^ casing of 4he 
roof tvas laid by the mayor, H. Rogers, iii August 
of that year, when, ial81^ a ftiVther .i»ri>scrf ption 
wasrsolioited. , r: 

This spire, from the diameter of it$base, carries 
on the most gradual anct;eKact diminution, above 
155 feet, to a very small termination, challenges 
the world for its equal, and appears with great 
effect in the road from Malvern to Woi*ce8ter, or 
rising through the suburbs of Sansom-fields, &:c. 
' and at. the distance of many miles*. It was the 
extraordinary production of Nathaniel Wilkinson, 
a coounon mason, who erected this monument of 
his skill and ability ; he is still living, but working 
as a journeyman at his business ! ! ! 

The dimensions of St. Andrew's spire, as given 
in upon the oath of the builder thereof the 15th of 
May, 1751, are as follow :•— 

* Manjr^csrioas tales are told of adveoiiiroas jontfit who oUiobed tlie 
scaffold when it was las! repaired : men were shaved on the top of Ihe 
spire, a band of inotio went up, and Messrs. Barr, Flight and Barf; hare 
a ««p wbwii iru ptlAted on the piimclt.. 
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ft. ins, 9w: 

T4i« height of the base, or tower ^ 90 

^ ■ spire from its base.......... 165 6 

245 6 



The diameter of tiie base of the spire ... 20 0*0 
.-, under the cap '....1... 6 4 

The sipire is terminated by a.Corinthian capital, 
on which is fixed a large gilt weathercock ; the in- 
terior of the church is Imndsomely pewed with fine 
old oak, but some of the monuments are broken 
and deiaced. The roof under the belfry has some 
curious carving of St Andrew, &;c. Its first in- 
cumbent was Reginald, who died a. d. l%\&i the 
present is the Re¥. William Faulkner, collated 
here 1794. 

St. Clement is a rectory in the presientation 
of the dean and chapter. This church is situate at 
the bottom of Dolday, at its north-west end, and 
near the Severn. It is rather a singular circum- 
stance, that, until lately, the church was the only- 
part of the parish inhabited to the east of the Se- 
vern, all the houses being upon the opposite shore; 
this probably arose from its site being within the 
city walls, that its building should be safer from the 

* Perhap»fo]ne of onr readart iiiaytercbl« toAomiDniiid^fe liie peiti* 
•a)fU-8 of a tradition, whivh we re,coUect^ bearing sop^tbios o( vesptpUiig 
the bailding of this spire, and its being originally crcctod by a parson who 
was preserved, on a foggy night, from walking into <he Serern, by hearing 
tlM biUa of St. Aadrew's, mi tm gratita4« erotfted Ih^ ipira. 
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^ inroads of the enemy. The fabric of this church 
is united with the remams of the north wall of 
the city; the interior of it is small, and it has 
but four bells. The Oliverian party, when they 
levelled the city wall, brought the old tower 
of thii church down with it, since which it has 
had one erected of wood ; it gave name to a portal 
of the city adjoining, which was also ruined at the 
same tisiey though ita remains were not wholly 
tfiken down till wkhin these ten years. Its first 
incuml>ent was M. JRiebard de Cadernge ; the 
pr^s^nt IB the R^v. J^n Davis, collated as rector 
Feb, 1810, 

Ai'ii .Saikts is a rectory in the gift of the erown« 
On teiUBg dawn the old church the present one was 
eret^ted- on its site^ in the year 174S, as appears 
from a stone inscribed with the builder's name^ 
with t^4it date upon it, and fixed in the south wall 
of the itow^r's top^ It is situ€ute on an eminence, 
iies^r tfa^ tQp of Merry Y^le,. south of the bottom of 
Qroad-etr^t; the f^ltar-piece is Corinthian, divided 
by four piln^sters. On, each side of the commu-' 
nion is a plain pilaster, on a pedestal, painted 
in iipiti^tion of fluting ; the church is divided into 
l^re^ sidles, by two rows of plain Doric eoli|rans, 
and turotbct^^uarfasried ^nes on pedestals, eataWa- 
ture, architrave, frieze, and cornice ; this aisle is 
aKetied, ribbed, and paaneUed; the side aisles have 
plain Hat ceilings, with a plain cove cornice, and 
one of the handsome chandeliers, valued at jg^ 
each, was pv^m^t^ U^timn^mxebhy Mr. Pardoe^a 
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Quaker of this parish, as a commatation finr not 
serving the parish offices. The tower of this church 
is terminated by four pinnacles, with battlements, 
and contains a complete set of ten bells; it is re- 
gularly pewed, and very light. The pulpit was 
removed about the year 1816, and placed imme-* 
diately below the altar in the middle aisle. Near 
the east end of the south aisle k an old monu« 
ment of Edward Hurdman, Esq. the first mayor 
of Worcester ; on which are the effigies of him 
and his wife, represented kneeling and praying : 
here is no inscription. In a coacave circle in 
the wall, over the great west window, on the 
outside, is a bust of the ^lebrated Bishop Hough ; 
underneath which are the arms of the see, sculp- 
tured likewise in stone. The first incumbent 
was Thomas R. Omnium, Sanctorum in Wigorn, 
temp. Maugerii epi,*— this must therefore have been 
in the beginning of the thirteenth century. The 
rectory of All Saints was augmented, in 1765, to 
the amount of £800^ six hundred of which was 
given by Queen Anne's bounty, one hundred by 
the parish, and one hundred by the rector. The 
present inoumbent is the Rev. Dr, Davis, inducted 
December 1795. 

St. SwiTHiK is a rectory now in the gift of the 
dean and chapter. The old church, the tower of 
which was octagonal, with an embattled top, being 
in a ruinous stale, was pulled down, and the pre* 
sent new church was built in 1736, as appears from 
a'brass plate fixed over the wMt enlrtnoe. Its si- 
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tufttion is at the junction of the M calcbeapen-street, 
with Goose-lane, the Shambles, and the Dish-market 
or Church-street, leading to the High-street. A 
ston^ figure of Time^ placed over the dial at 
the east end of this church, was blown down and 
broken to pieces by a high wind, Feb. 25, 1750. 
The altar-piece is Doric; the comraunion*floor is 
of marble, with side pilasters and Doric columns, 
embellished very neatly on its ceiling with stucco* 
The roof of the body of the chuiSch is a cove 
ribbed gothic, trussed with different heads Ail- 
ing between the windows; the pulpit is enriched 
with a great deal of carving ; the top is finished 
with a pelican, feeding hfr young brood with her 
own blood, indicating divine providence and pro- 
tection. This church has an organ, consisting of 
eleven stopis, supported by two Doric pillars, fluted, 
and is the gift of William Swift, Esq. late of 
this city. Opposite the pulpit, in the middle aisle, 
the handsome brass sconce suspended there is 
thus inscribed, ^' The gift of Mr; WiUiam Rikj, 
Gent, of this parish, in the year 1736." The 
tower is terminated with four pinnacles of open 
work, with battlements : it contains a peal of six 
bells, with a set of chimes, and* was the only 
church, besides the cathedral, within the liberties 
of the city, that, until within these few years, 
could boast of either organ of chimes ; it is 
well lighted by a single set of windows, is well 
pewed, and uniformly neat. The first incumbent, 
(^idc JfhrceUer Amah) oc«ur8 in 1940, John 
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Capellanufi : the present incumbent is the Rer« 
Mr. Shirley, appointed June, 1801*. 

St. Martin is a rectory in the gift of the dean 
and chapter. This church, which tlie parishioueri 
were empowered to rebuild by act of Parliament, 
stands at the north-west angle of the Corn-market, 
nearly on the site of the old church ; it is a brick 
edifice, on a foundation of white stone, rising 
three feet above the surface of the ground, with 
rustic doors, corners, window-cases, and pedi* 
ment, with a dentilated cornice of the same; th« 
area is 60 feet by 45 ; it is lighted by twelve semi, 
circular arched windows : between these is the 
chancel, elevated about a foot and a half above the 
floor of the church, to which it opens under a 
wide, lofty, and elegantly pannelled arch ; the rails, 
which are extended on the upper step, between the 
bases of the arch, are of mahogany ; the screen, 
behind the communiontable, is of cedar, orna- 
mented with a glory, and supported by plain pilas- 
ters, corresponding with the stone work of the 
window above it, which is in the Venetian style, 

* It it said that, about forty jcnn ago* the ditmet of this charch were 
preseoted to the parish by a cbnrchwarden of appareot opfiosiUon to tbe 
existing ministry, when they were made to chime " Britons strike home ;" 
his colleague, however, a rigid royalist, oifended at so flagrant a mark of 
profaneness, insisted upon their changing to *' God sare the King;" bat thv 
lerolotionary geotlemau was determined ; when, at length, it was agreed* 
Ifaaf the loyal tnoe and the liberty peal should be clanged in alternate 
weeks. But the chimes themselves, having an otter detestation of all 
party disputes, now play so as it is diflicalt to recogaize whether their tnnet 
be rtToIatioaary or )o/at, or OTea either. 
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and is placed beneath an mierior mtmil areh. The 
walls are wainscotted four feet high with oak, and 
the area aniforuily pewed with the same in four 
equal divib^ions. The pulpit and desk are con« 
structed of mahogany, which, in this city, hath 
alone been introduced in St. Martin's* The ceiling 
and roof are supported by eight loipic columns and 
four pilasters, S3 feet high, with the same number 
of brackets, corresponding in their decorations 
with the entablature of the opposite columns ; the 
middle space of the ceiling is flat, with a plaii^ 
moulding ; the side aisles are coved transversely 
towards the tops of the windows, and the spaces 
between the pillars. This church was built after 
a design by Mr. Anthony Keck, architect of the 
county infirmary; it was began July, 1768, and 
opened for service October 11, 1772, by Dr. Tottie, 
arch-deacon of Worcester and rector of theparish. 
The tower, which is seventy feet high, is likewise 
of brick, with rustic corners and windows, and 
with a ballustrade and pinnacles of white stone ; it 
contains a clock and a set of six bells. The whole 
expense of the building of this church amounted 
to £2215, including the old materials. In the 
year 1812, the west end of the church, over the 
door-way into the belfry, received the improvement 
of an organ, by Elliott, and a gallery extending 
the width of the church ; the expense of which 
was defrayed by contributions : since these im- 
provements have been made, lectures have been 
given every Sunday evening, The^rst incumbent 
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Wds Richard, a. d. 1S19 ; the present one is the 
Rev. Digbj Smith, M. A.* 

On a marble tnonutnent, in the south aisle, be- 
tween the door and the window, to the right of thle 
entrance to the church, we read, — 

Near ibis place, in one grave, lye the bodyes of Mr, Richard 
Grismund, and Mrs. Eliz. his beloved wife, and two of their 
sons. £lL2a and Martha, survivini; daughters of the aforesaid 
Mr. Richard and Mrs. £iiz. Grismand, who have given to the 
poor of this parish the sutn of 258. per anniim, on condiiion 
that the grave wherein the above-mentioned lye be peVer 
disturbed, nor any other person buried therein after the decease 
and internreot of the donors in the same grave, nor without 
their consent whilst living; which condition, if not performed, 
y" the s^ gift to cease, and- revert to the right heirs of the donors. 

Here also is an inscription to Mr. Thos. Moore, 
and Ann his wife, of whom see Hospitals^. 

In the register of this parish, which begins in 
the year 1538, is the following singular entry :— • 

* A lady and ber daughter going to Sf k Afartin*8 oharcb, as nsaal, 
jnst ^ the former was aboat to euteif her sdat, she saddenly vanished 
from flight, to the gieat astonishment of those present, who bad observed 
her come into the chvi'ch ; the daughter immediately shrieking excited 
still more mlarm, and some moments elapsed before the lady's dis* 
ap|)earaoce oould be accounted for: at length it was discovered that 
the stone on which she stood, at the entrance of the pew, had sunk and 
precipitated hor into a family vault underneath. She received no other 
injury than what her fright occasioned.— TForcester JowmaL, 

^f As some men were digging by tho bide of the foundation of the old 
church, they met with a coflin, much decayed, which, npon tlieir endea* 
Touring to remove, broke asunder, whereupon they discoveretl within it 
some old-fasluoued tobacro pipes, a small three-bandied black earthen 
«ttp, and a pewter ehambcr aleosil* all intire.— TTorceiter Journal, 1768, 
K K 
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*' Wem. That T, John Wilkinson, parson of the parish 
church of St. Martin's, within the city of Worcester^ have 
licensed Thomas Heynood, of llie said parish, mercer, being 
▼ery sick in body, for the recovery of his former heaith, if 
it shall so please God, to eat flesh, for the time of his sickness 
and DO longer ; according to the effect and meaning of the 
statute in that case provided. Anno Q,uinto Domiuos, nostrte 
tlegiiiee EKzabethsb nunc ci^p quinto. In witness whereof, I 
the said John Wilkinson, have signed this present licence with 
my own hand ; given the I7th day of February, in the 22d 
year of the reign of our Sovereign Lady Elizabeth, bj the 
OracO of God, Bet. &c. And also the same licence, according 
to the pnrport of the said statute aforesaid, registered in the 
church book of the aforesaid parish of S^|tlM[artia*8) in the 25lb 
of ttie same month aforesaid. 

By me, John Wilkinson, parson of St. Martin. 

By me, Rowland Bartley, one of the church* 
wardens there* 

During the Usurpation, a great many entries 
occur in the register of this parish of marriages 
solemnized hy the ministry of Justices of the Peace. 

Specimen, — *< Memor. Tliai Thomas Baker, of the parish of 
Baderhill, and Anne WaUford, of the parish of Sallwarpe, both 
in the coantie of Worcester, weare married the 26th daye of 
Maye* 1056, hy Mr. John .Nash, one of the Jostises of the 
pease of the cittie of Worcester, heioge publickeUe proclaimed 
3 several I market dayes, in 3 severall weekes, in tlie market* 
plase of the sayd cittie, acconling to the actt of parlment." 

The learned scribe who made these entries^ 
stiles himself John Roberts, register of Martins. 

St. Nicholas, — a rectory in the patronage of 
the bishop of Worcester. The front of the present 
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church is Dorlc^ consisting of font pilasters of that 
order, returned by two; the ground is rusticated 
and balustraded to the return of the tower, where 
it is rested by a parapet wall ; the entrance Doric, 
tjiree-quarter columns, witti plain mouldings on the 
inner pilasters, a circular pediment, beneath which 
is fixed a carving of the arms of Cngland^ with^he 
supporters, as large as life. The base of the tower 
is. square, with double breaks at the corners; on 
the front plane is the dial, and in the others win- 
dows. From a plain cornice it is set off square 
with the windows, and rounded arras; from thence, 
capped with another plain cornice, it is set off to 
an octagon, on whose several sides are the windows 
of the bell- room ; (the latter contains a^ set of six 
bells) from thence it is brought into a round,^ on 
which is a cupola, supported by eight Tuscan eo» 
luoms, with a pyramidical top, surmounted by a 
gilt. ball and weathercock; circular Doric altar« 
piece, stucco pannelled, over which is a group 
of cherubim heads, &c. gilt, on a blue ground. 
Above this is a round ivindow, upon the glass is 
painted the symbol of the Holy Grhost, encompassed 
Tjvith a full glory; an impost moulding goes round 
the whole church, the ceiling is one pannelled flat^ 
and coved from the impost to the pannel ; in 
its centre is a circular moulding, ornamented 
for the sconce ; the seating is of oak, pannel* 
led. Beneath all is a spacious vault for the in- 
terment of the dead ; it is divided by four arches 
'^**A ovtends the whole space of the chureh» In the 
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year 1813 this church was reopened^ with vocal 
and instrumental music, and two sermons, when 
it had the addition, of an organ and two galle- 
ries, the expense of which was defrayed by con<* 
tributions, and subscriptions of those of the inha- 
bitants who chose to have seats annexed to their 
bouses, for which a faculty was granted by the 
bishop. The first incumbent was Walterus, in 
1291 ; the present is the Rev. Sam. Oldnall, M. A. 
collated July 5, 1786*. 

In the year 1814^ a gentleman connected with this 
parish, undertook, with the sanction and approba- 
tion of the minister and churchwardens, to inves- 
tigate the state of the benefaction funds, belonging 
^to the poor. Up to this time it had been the prac- 
tice, as is the case in most other parishes, to blend 
the benefaction with the other parochial funds, as it 
respects both their receipt and disbursement, in one 
account ; in which practice there was much incon- 
venience and want of perspicuity. It was now pro- 
posed that they should be separated, and the ac- 
counts kept in different books ; an entry of all the 
benefactions wa« made in a tiew book provided for 
that purpose ; which entry contained the donor's 
name, the amount of each benefaction, and the man- 
ner in which it is to be applied : such further infor- 
mation as could be collected from the vestry records, 

* In the jjrear 1773, ^lie road was widened opposite to St. Niitliolfa^ 
eburch, bv taking; down a wall and some palisadeeft, which projected into, 
the street ; by means of which the f^den-market wax rcnderctl more 
cQmmodipas,. juid the city improved in l)eaaty. 
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from wills, and from other sources, respecting tbese 
donations, li^as added ; rules, regulations, and 
tables were made for receiving and disbursing the 
benefactions ; and a list-book was also provided, 
in which are entered, from time to time, the names 
of those poor parishioners who are to receive them; 
The whole plan wa$ submitted to the minister and 
churchwardens, and to some other gentlemen con- 
versant i^'ith the business, and having met with 
their approbation, it was adopted and has been 
regularly acted upon since ; many advantages «t« 
tend it, and particularly that part of it which 
separates the benefaction from the other account! 
of the parish. By these means, the various funds 
belonging to the poor -ere accurately received and 
disbursed every year, with great ^ase, according to 
the wills and directions of the respective donors ; 
a duty, this, which it is evidently the desire of the 
gentlemen holding office in this parish, most honor* 
ably to fulfil. An account of the whole receipt 
and expenditure is kept by the churclvwardens in 
the new book, separate from all other accounts; 
this is annually balanced and audited at a vestry 
meeting, when the parochial accounts are likewise 
submitted. By the permission of the clergyman, 
&c. we have examined this plan, and would re- 
commend it to the attention and adoption of other 
parishes. The two donation tables which are in . 
the vestry, containing the whole amount of the 
t>enefactions up to the present time, and the days 
&r disbursing them, may be seen by permission of 
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the reetor or the charchwardens. In the vestry- 
room of this parish there is a small library, coa« 
aisting of about one hundred volumes, intended 
fyr the sole use of the rector and curate : these 
books are all lettered on the covers, and otherwise 
marked, and are kept in a book-case to prevent 
their being lost, with rules and regulations for 
their preservation ; they are the gift of two clergy- 
men, the one the late Dr. Thomas^ the antiquary 
and rector, and the other recently curate of this 
parish. If incumbents and other gentlemen would 
commence the formation of such libraries, or make 
additions to them from time to time where they 
are begun, even if it were with a few books only, 
they might prove to be, at no very distant period, 
a great convenience and advantage to the clergy. 
Wherever this is done, due provision should be 
made, as in the present instance, for keeping the 
library intire ; and such rules should be adopted 
as are set forth in an act of 7 Queen Anne, chap« 
ter 14, entitled ^* An Act for the preservation of 
parochial libraries*," 

* Maternal SmuibiHty^'-'A Mr^^and Mfb Glover, wbo Ured marly ad* 
jojoiQg to tills cbarcb, bad bees so oafoiinaite as to Use their two cbildrcn 
in tboir infancy by the small pox, and so nearly at the same tine, that they 
\rere interred together in the saoM fault. Their loss proved so great a 
shook to the mbtheri that Mr. Grlorer foond it uecessary to take every 
ipeans to prevent a toe treqoent rcjconreiioe or the sad event to reaoh her 
mind: be had for that purpose engaged tlie sextoo of tbe ohnreh to inform 
him of those days on which fanerals were to take place, that be nighty 
which he frequently did, take Mrs. G, on a visit to«onie friend, distant 
eMD|^ from boiM to prevent, aot only ber aoetog the osctsioiM! jirocessioiiSf 



Digitized by 



Google 



268 

5t. John the BAPtiST, in Bedwardine, a vicar- 
ag;e in the gift of the dean and chapter, ia situate 
in the manor of Hardwick) in an angle of the town 
of St. John's, formed by the road leading to- 
Bromjard on its north and the road to Ledbury ow 
its west; its fitbric is old, its inside, which is 
Tery irregular in its arrangement, presents nothing 
very material to notice : in its tower is a good peal 
of bells. The first incumbent whose name occurs 

bnt alto bearing tho tolling of the cboreh bell. Twelve months hid thus 
pMsed, and, from'an unremitted attention* to this prudent measure, no in* 
convenience had arisen ; hot on Friday, April 3, \76T, throngb the neglect 
of the sexton, who had failed to givo the previous intimation to Mr. 6* 
like an electric sbeck, <* the death bell amote her ear/' and all a motber*a 
grief arose at once in the besom of this amiable woman ! The husband, 
who saw it too late to prevent her agonizing affliction, endeavoured still to 
soothe her, but in vain; she recollected it to have been twelvemonths 
since the same bell had summoned her infants ^o the grave ! she recollected, 
a1««, fiitally, that the door of the vault in which they lay was now open, bat 
she Goacealed that tfaeoght, and assuming a composure that lulled the vigilaneo 
of her husband, who had thence formed hopes uf her being able to;sustain 
the trial with some degree of fortitude, left her to a momentary indulgence 
of her melanoholy reflections. Alas ! it was m>t long before he found bow 
Ncnieily be had deceived himself: this modem Rachel, *' that would not be 
comforted because her children wore not," pursuing the gloomy purpose 
of her soul, had eluded all his watchfulness, and had made lier way to the 
boose of death ; she had reached the coffins of her infants, where she fell, 
and almost instantly expired^— TForceit«r Journal, No. 3006, April 9, 1 767. 

On a stone, is to be seen, Blizabetht wife of William Glover, of tbia 
pariab, died April 3. 1767, aged 45 ', also two of their children, who died 
in their infancy. 

It has been since said, that her regrets were aegmenled from her tre. 
qnent repiniogs at the rapid increase of lier family, when they all but twa 
died quickly. Thii» operated oo a seosltivo mind as a panishmeot for what 
she deemed her impietj. 
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after this. church had become parochial wti8 Jo- 
hannes Troucestre ; the present is the Rev. James 
Meakin, M. A. 

The township of St. John consists of one street 
only, its east end commencing at Uosemary-lane, 
at the head of Cripplegate, on the road to Ludlow, 
and leading from Worcester to Powick, Malvern, 
Ledbury, &c. from whence are many beautiful 
and commanding views of the Severn and adjacent 
scenery. It is situate on a high ground, com- 
manding a very extensive view of the city, from 
whence it is approached by the new road from the 
bridge. An annual iair is b^ld here, on the 
Friday before Palm Sunday, being the day preced- 
ing the first spring fair holden in Worcester, on 
which day, only, the mayor and aldermen, attended 
by the sword-bearer, constables, &c. walk in pro- 
cession, according to ancient custom, through this 
township, to a place called St. John's Green, where 
they call a Court of Pied Powder, which they ad- 
iourn to hold at a more convenient time and place, 
within the city; although they have no jurisdiction 
there, St. John's being without the liberties of the 
city. , 

The Tything, in the paris«h of Claines, forms 
the north boundary of the city of Worcester, 
which, on that quarter of its liberties, has, o i a 
line with the ForcgBte-street, leading to Brcms- 
grove, a large Tything, extending from the Liberty 
post, at the north-east end of Salt-lane, to the. 
Tythe Barn, and is called the Tything of Whiston, 
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WbSmw^ or WJkiteteim. Th# inha1>it9D<9 of tlie 
Tyiking mostly use the chapel of St. Oswald as 
a place of worship, of which see Hospiiak, Sec. 

In the TyOiittg a toll, cidledthe Sherifg tofl, k 
cidlected on cattle, ftes. fipom all persims entering 
the city not fimemon of the same« 

Rdighus Instthai&m unconnected mih the 
JSstablished Church, 

Catholics, ScitfOin-^ee^«— Daring the exist* 
eiice of the penal laws, the Gathol Jbs of Worcester 
met secretly for dmnt serviee, and those nomi^ 
haHy in the city, *iH the upper apartment of the 
house attadied to their present chapel in Sansom- 
street. After the year IT82, when the Act of In- 
demnity passed, they even then encountered some 
difficalties from the turbulence of prejudiced bigots, 
wUch were happily removed by the countenance 
and support of the mayor (Oliver) and the corpo- 
ration, fiyr whose generous conduct, and for that 
of their enlightened successors, the Catholics of 
this city retain the most sensible feelings of grati** 
tude and respect. The actual number of Catholics 
at present in this city averages from SOO to 250, 
inckiding children : the present neat chapel was 
built in 1764, and was tiie first structure- of the 
lund erected in Worcester. The present and only 
officiating priest is the Rev. Andrew Robinson. 

Ladt Huntington's Societt, in Eirdport* 
street^ first met at the bouse of the late Rev. Mr. 
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wick Hill; but Mr. B. removing from Worcester, 
they continued to meet at Mr. Skimmer's about the 
year 1767, when the society increased, .and was 
joined by some of the students from the Countess 
of Huntingdon's College, at Talgarth, who offici- 
ated among them ; these were assisted by several 
eminent men, among whom were the iate 3ir Ricd. 
and the present Rev. Rowland Hill. About 1771-2, 
a chapel was erected in Birdport-street, partly by 
subscription, and the interest of the remaining 
debt paid by I^idy Huntingdon, until the congre- 
gation were enabled to liquidate it. This chapel 
was opened by the Hon* and Rev. Mr. Shirley, and, 
we believe, by the Rev. Matthew Wilks, the latter 
of whom was the first resident minister. The congre- 
gation having increased, the old chapel was taken 
down, and, in 1801, a new and more commodious 
place of worship opened by the Rev. John Brown, 
now of Chatham* In 1806, the Rev. E.Lake, the pre- 
sent minister, first visited Worcester; and in 1808, 
by the request of the people, .became their resident 
pastor. In 1815 the chapel was enlarged, and was 
opened by the Rev. Rowland Hill ; it was rendered 
capable of holding more than 3,000 persons, and 
is supported by subscription: the number of regu- 
lar members amount to 320. Attached to the 
chapel are Sunday schools, which were first es- 
tablished by the Rev. Mr. Harris, in 1791 ;— 
they were regulated and re-organized in 1799, by 
the Rev. Robert Bradley, now of Manchester, and 
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w^re further enlarged, and their influence ext^idedb 
to the villages round Worcester, in 1816. In the 
city school are 170 children, and in the village 
school £75 : these schools are suf^orted bj collec- 
tions, made at two sermons on the first Sunday in 
May; the teachers act gratuitously. The in- 
terior of the chapel is handsome, and it has a good 
organ. 

The Ikoepb^tdents held their meeting in the 
ehapel in Pump-street, purchased afterwards by 
* the Wesleyan Methodists (vide next page) ; this sect 
has no longer a place of worship .in Worcester. 
Ab a memorandum that they once extsled here, we 
copy the following advertiseiBent from the Worces" 
Ur Journal:—'^ Yesterday, April SO, 1778, the 
Independent minister, deacons, and a liumber of 
the members, assembled in the Pump-street, in 
this city, and laid the first stone for a place of 
worship to be erected; when an exhortation suit- 
able to the occasion was delivered from the Psalms. 
It was licensed, and registered in the Arch-deacon's 
Court. 

Wesley A^ Methodists, in Pump-streel. — Thii* 
sect is of lohg standing in this city; it cannot 
be ascertained who was their first preacher, but 
it appears by the Journal of the Rev. John Westley, 
that he paid them a visit in the year 1765. Thfey 
were, in common with other religious persua- 
sions, frequently persecuted, and were obliged 
to hold their meetings in obscure places, but at 
length they erected a small neat chapel in New« 
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^tedL^ which was opened by Mr. W^stley, M^tth 
11, 1772, and there assembled without mol^sta-' 
tioii. That place proving too si^U for the congre- 
gatidn, they pnrdmsed s dkfienting meeting-hocise 
in Pump-street, vacated by tiie Itidependents, in 
1795 ; which was afterwards taken down and a new 
<lhapel erected on its site ; this was ojjened in Jan. 
1796, by the Rev. Mr. Bradburn, of Bath. But, 
tftie confr^gation still gradually increaslilg, they 
ibiind it necessary to parchttse inore ground, arid 
tobiHldi on a ibore extensive scale, the present ' 
large and commodious chapel in Pump-street, 
which wds opened b^ Dr. Adatti Clarke*^ who is 
one of its trustees, on Sunday, Alig. 8, 1813, when 
jg400 werd collected towards defraying the expenses 
^df the breetiera. It will seat more than 800 persons 

* Adim Cliirke, L L. t). H6tiorary Librarian to Ibe Surrey Insli- 
t*tk)o, and one Df the molt eminent <if tKe AidisUmi in this coniiecfidn^ 
a native of Iieland, where hit father tvas a iehooln«i|er. He ww brai^tat 
over to England, at about the age of 19, by the Rev. John Weatley, 
who placed him in KiAgiBWOod School aa an a^dstabt. He first exerdse<i 
the miinsteilal ofilee at Pemnoe, afterwtrda redded in Bristol and ia 
London, bat be is now statioiied in Liverpool. Besides his new editioAA 
of Bonyan's Pilgrim's Progress* and Batterworth's Concordance, Dr, C. 
him pablished a tKstertatioft on th6 Use and Abase of tobacco, 8vo. 
1797 1 Storm's Reflections, from the Germtoi ISmo. ; Letter to « Mdthol 
dist Preacher, on bis Entrance into the Work of Ibe Ministiy, 8vo. 1800 t 
Fleury's Histdry ot the Israelites, Svo.; a Bibliographical Dictionary, 
18mo«]S06| Bixter's Chriatlan t»rMtory abridged, 1804; the BIIk 
liogr^ical Miscellany, ISmo. 1806 ) Narrative of the last lUotes a^ 
Death of Richard Person, 1808, inserted in the Methodist Magazine - 
the Holy Bible, with a Commentary and Notes : he is also (he author of 
adveral Sermoas and sotae papers it the GlttiScal ionrttal.— i«« Correcikms 
on Calendar of. Living Authors,^ ' 

• the edition of Pilgrim's Progress, said to be by Dr. C, in the Calen- 
dar Of Aatbdrs^ #a» by Mn Mic Nichol. 
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edtiifoHlbly, and ibc congelation 6n a Sunday 

evening amounts to nearly 1000. Thfe number of 
members belonging to this society in the cityia 
nearly 600. They have a Sunday school in Wot^ 
cester, and several others in the adjacent villages ; 
the number of scholars is nearly 500. The ex- 
terior of the chapel is particularly imposing, its 
interioi^ commodious, and its pulpit particularly 
handsome. Several eminent preachers have been 
stationed in Worcester, particularly the two Pre- 
fiidents of their annual conference, — the Rev. Jos. 
Taylor, aiid the Rev. Walter Griffith, the pre^ 
sertt superintendent is the Rev. J. Edraondson*. 

PnOTJ^StANt DiSSENtEas OK PRESBVTERIAKSi 

in AngeMt€d.*^The first certain and regular 
meeting of* this society in Worcester, which we are 
aware of, appears from their declaration, drawn 
tip by the Ret. Thomas Badlandt, their pastof^ 
to have been in the year 1687. Theit present 

* Atotbor eft TOltraie bf ^kcii S^rmonv, ttid a Connisft System (ff ^t\(L 
ptwemaeiA, 8to. 1816. df this very oaefttl tverk vie have teenflffreitA 
higbly fayorable critiqaei ; we seleet the foUowLDg one from a Rcligioat 
Review,' coiidacted apen principles diametrically opposite to those of 
Ao Rev. Aolhor.<^<' Tboagb we have no acquaintance tvith theanthor, 
we can veotore, from the complexion of bis book, to pronounce him a 
person possessed tf a cultivated mind, an amiable disposition and correct 
morals, and animated with an ardent desire to do good. His volame 
abounds with excellent counsel, to both voung and old, and, with 
ibe exception of a few doctrinal sentiments, reOects great credit on hia 
onderatanditig abd his heart'^-^Niew Evangelical iUagosme.^See also 
Christian MisetUmy. 

t fie was one of th6 Mimsteis ejected by the Act of Uniformity, « 
Itfidisfer of West-Bromwicb| in the cooaty of Stafford, and afterwards Qf 
Woroeater, 
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chapel was built ia f7Q2. Mr. Badland was suc^ 
ceeded by Mr. Shewing, (who remained here about 
nine years) the Messrs. Blackmores, fa*dier and son, 
and Dr. Allen, from London ; they were succeeded 
by no regular pastors until the arrival of Mr. 
Urwick, who was educated at Dr. Doddridge's 
academy, and iinisfaed his studies in Scotland. Mr. 
Urwick resided here 21 y«ars, after which a lapse of 
three years occurred without a regular minister, 
at the end of which period Mr. Thomisis Belsham*, 
who at that time was a Trinitinariaa ; after occu- 
pying the pulpit for five years, left Worcester 
on becoming master of the school at Dairentry. 
Being, however, from a cbaqgein his religions 
sentiments, no longer able to preside over a semi- 
nary while holding opiniops inconsistent with that 
establishment, he resigned the Presbyterian con- 
nection altc^ther. • Apaong the :several occasional 
preachers appointed by Mr. Belsfaam, was Mr. 
Osborne, who afterwards became regular pastor of 
this congregation, but be being ^i this time a very 
young man, the soviet? appointed Mr. Gummer, 
who resided here for nine yearst, when Mr. Os- 
borne succeeded him, as stationary preacher for 

* A. sermoD will be preached at the new Meetiog-honse, by Mr. 
Belshara.— ITorccrter Jo«maZ, July, 1794. 

t Thb day is published, price 6d. " The Treasares of the Gospel in 
Earthen Vessels ; a Sermon addressed to the congregation of Protestant 
Dissenters in Worcester, on Tuesday, May 28, 1762, at a meeting of 
ministers assembled on account of the Rev, Joseph Gammer nndtertaking 
the pastoral care of that society. Published at their united request, by 
W, Weed, 1782,"— J5erroiii*« Worcester Journal, 
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twenty yearfe*; but Mr. Osborne dying, no regular 
pastor has been since appointed. The number of 
persons attending this establishment are presumed 
to be 400 ; the chapel is commodious and capa- 
ble of holding 1,000 seated. Here is a Sun- 
day school, consisting of 190 children of both 
sexes ; the boys are taught to write, the expense of 
which is defrayed by a charity sermon and by vo- 
luntary subscription . 

* Co Tuesday, Not. 10| 1813, died, at the Parsonage adjoining 
Angel-street Chapel, in this city, aged 54, the Rev. George Osbomey 
upwards of 20 year^ pastor of the society of Protestant Dissenters assem- 
bling for Divine Service in that place. Having received a learned and 
liberal edocatioo, with a view to the Christian Ministry, he entered upon 
the office of pastor to the Dissenting Charch at West Bromwich in the year 
1785, from whence he removed to Worcester in Jen. 1792. He was highly 
esteemed as a preacher, his discourses were truly serioos, jadicions, and 
evangeKcal, calcalated by their affectionate faithfalness to edify and im- 
prove all classes of his hearers. As a tutor he was eminently distiii- 
goished, aitd rendered highly useful to his pupils by his classical attain- 
nents and general knowledge, and by his nnoeasing anxiety to promote 
their best interests. Blessed with a warm and benevolent heart, he en- 
tered at all times into every case of charity, with a generosity that will 
long be remembered by the poor. He had the bononr to be one of the 
first promoters of Sunday Schools, and by the exercise of the most 
ardent zeal in that good work, was the happy means of stimulating those 
exertions which have raised these ihstitntions in Worcester to their pre- 
■eot high state of exeellenoe and osefalness. In his private capacity of a 
husband and a father, he was a lively example of affectionate tenderness. 
The termination of his mortal career was remarkably distinguished by 
boly peaoefol resignation to the will of God, and afforded a striking 
proof of the power of divine trath to sustain the soul in the momenta 
of approaching diaaoltttion; 

** For when disease obstructs the lab'ring breath, 
'* When the heart sickens, and ^be pulse is death, 
*' 1^'en then Religion shall sustain the just, 
' <* Grace their last moments, nor desert their dust.** 
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Baptists Mesting, iii Siher^jstreel/^Tl^U S^ 
clety appaars to b^ve been fprm^d JP Woi^c^^er 
nbout tbe year 1658, wh^n tbe numbeir of ineoabers 
was 39. It is pre«uiiiedl ihaJt their, thei) naia^ter 
was Mr. Thoioas Fecknaoi. The society 8i|ffeFe4 
severely from tbe n^pasures pqrsued ag^iost the 
HOB-conformists in the reign of Charles il. when 
it is probable that JV|r. Fec^nan was driven &am 
Worcester, and his flock scattered, as bis nam^ 
does not afterwards occur in the records of the so- 
ciety. He was afterwards pastor of a society of 
Baptists, at Sandwich, Kent, and died Oct. 1695^ 
in the 68th year of his age, having bepn in the 
ministry upwards of 50 years, six of which were 
spent in prison. In a printed elegy, composed on 
bis death, a very high character is given of him^ 
The society were again collected together at Wor- 
cester, towards the close of the year 1666, but they 
do not appear to have had any^stated ministers till 
about 1674 ; when, it is worthy of remark, that 
from that period to the year 1817, a period of 143 
years, they had but four officiating pastoi^s, viz. 
Mr. Elisba Hathaway «, seUled 1674,, died 1714, aged 81« 
M. Isaac Poyntiogfj 1716, 1740, -.— 68. 

* Mr. £Ii4ia Hathtway was a very oaefal isiiiiator tkraogh -wany yeartf 
vf p^aecqtioa and troable. Oa bia ideatii-bed be praiaad €ioA tiiat li«i 
^|id no dood op bis spirit, nor aay doobt oooeeniiog his fotore happiness^ 
Sach was his popularity as a preacher, that the BMttiog bonsci wa* 
crowded, and persons were obliged to go before time io ordet to get a 
place. It seems that the bid meetiog-boase, in Silver-street, was built 
io bis time ; for be was buried io it, aoder the table pew, wbere there ia 
ao iosoriptioD to bis memory. 

t Mr. Isaac Poyotiog cane from Soiaerwtriiirf, war FrooM^ 
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Mr. JohD PoyntiD^*, M. ^. seUM 1740, died 1791, aged 72. 

Mr. Williwd Belsherf, 1796, still living ; resigned 

in 1817, from ill health, after heing pastor twenty-one 

years. 

Mr. Henry Page^j M . A. is their present pastor* 
The chapel .in Silver-street was built about tlie 
year 1700 ;— the present one in 1796. There are 
two Sunday schools supported by this societ y '^^ ome 
in the city, and another about three miles from it, 
both of which include 100 children. Besides the 
society in Silver-street, there was, in the reign of 
Charles II. another society of Baptists in Worces** 
ter, under the care of Mr. Pardoe t he was im- 
prisoned in Worcester near seven years, awl died 
in this city, 1699. He was the author of JSclAa* 
nia^ the Mariner^s Compass^ &c. Robert Brown 
was also a Baptist minister ; he once held the liv* 
ing of White Lady Aston, and resided iii Worces- 
ter in 1678. The celebrated Dr. Stillingf^ ia 
s£rid to have remarked of his Jerubhaaly ^^ tmt it 

* Mr. Jobp Pojatiqg, M. A. wm born 1719 ;«*he was alwajs of a weak 
coDstitation. He was edacated at Bristol, nnder the Rev. Messrs. Fos* 
kett and Bvans. After some years probation in the ministry of Wor* 
oester, be soooeeded bis fisither as pastor : be was a good scbdar, of re- 
tentive memory, and sound judgment ', of a stndions turn of mind and fend 
of retirement. The college at Providence, in Rbode Island, conferred 
on bim the degree of A. M. in 1774 : he died wortb 12001. or more, of 
which he devised, by bis willf 2001. to the Fardcnlar Baptist Ftiod, ui 
London, for poor ministers, lOOl. to the Widows* Fnnd, and 2001. to the 
Academy at Bristol where he was educated.— -See bis lifq, in the Baf* 
tiits Annual Register, 1790 to 1793. 

t On the death of Mr. Poynting, the Baptists were destitnte of a pastor 
for five years^ when Mr. William Belsher, who had been one of the mini- 
sters of the church, in the Pettray, Bristol, was invited to Worcester i-»- 
be was ordained 7(h December, 1796. 
M M 
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contained the substance of all that had been said 
by the old Brownists," Mr. B. died at Plymouth, 
in consequence of excessive preaching.— For a de- 
tailed account of these persons, see TVbrihies of 
Worcester. 

Society of Fkiends, commonly called Qua- 
KERg, Sansom-street Walk, — In 1637, Geo. Fox, 
the founder of this society, came to the city of 
Worcester, and is said to have had '^ a precious 
meeting;" nine years afterward he again visited it, 
at which tiaie a considerable number had joined 
the society in the city and county ; but the first 
original document existing in Worcester, is dated 
]673*. It records that after, several meetings at 
Edward Bourne's house, they agreed on certain 
resolutions for the government of the society. G. 
Bourne was a physician, and one of the earliest 
members in Worcester. The Quakers had their 
full share of persecution on their first establish- 
ment. We read that Thos. Goodaire was the first 
sent to prison for speaking to Richard Baxter, af- 
ter he had finished his sermon at Worcester ; and 
in 1673, and the following year, George Fox sus* 

* " Aboat this time Wm. Penn interested hiinseTf in procnring the re- 
lease of George Fox : the latter, after bis retarn from Amerida, went to 
Jjondon, and after staying there some time, left it, partly to visit bis 
mother, who was thea on her death bed, and partly to rettirn home with 
his wife into Lancashire. In passing, however^ through Worcestershire, 
he happened to preach, — (this was jast aftet the Act of Indulgence bad 
been called in)— the consequence was, that he was taken up and com- 
mitted to Worcester gaol, where be had then been a prisoner for some 
months. lu this situation Fenn exerted himself in his faToar.''«-Ck(r/rs(m*s 
Life of Penn, vol, 1, p, 157. 
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tained a long imiSrisonnient ia Worcester gaol, in 
the course of which he was several times removed 
by Habeas Corpus to London, and remanded back 
4o Worcester, till at length he was discharged by 
proclamatioD, at the Cpurt of King's Bench; but 
the confidence reposed ia. his integrity by the au«- 
thorities of that time is remarkable. On one occa- 
sion his son4n-law, Thomas Lower, who^as comr 
mitted with him^ but discharged through the in- 
terest of his brother. Dr. L. then physician to the 
King, was constituted the sheriffs deputy, to con- 
vey him to London, and when remanded back to 
Worcester gaol, he was left at liberty to return at 
his leisure; and in his own way, provided he ar,- 
rived by the assizes. The last time be was re- 
moved to London, it is recorded that he went up 
by the coach, accompanied by the under sherifl^ 
&c. They are stated to have left Worcester on the 
4th, and to have arrived in London on tbe 8th of 
the 13th month. This circumstance is deservi^ 
of notice, as it appears to be the first mention of .^ 
public coach from Worcester, and alsa shews with 
what celerity travelling was performed in those 
days *. The first meeting-*house was ap hired hou^e 
in Cooken-street : this we gather from the copy of a 
Mittimus, signed by four magistrates, for the im- 
prisonment of divers of their members, wherein 
they are charged " with meeting in a riotous and 

* In 1762, " the Worcester Flying Stage Coach sete out from London 
at tea in the evening, and reacliea Worcester at seven the nejtt evenjng. 
This celerity to be paid for extra." 
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tiiinultuoitf manner, together with many other per- 
sons unknown, within the city of Worcester, in a 
street there called the Cooking-street," and the 
following ejcplanatton aceompaiiies the record : — 
^ This meeting in the street, called riotous and 
fMudtuoHs, was not of theilr own choice, but their 
ttsual meeting place being locked tip by the mayor's 
orders, they met befiMi^ the door, on their own 
hired ground^ and when afterwards they were kept 
fMtH that gronnd by force, they met as near it, in 
the street, as they conld." This warrant is dated 
SOth June, I67Q. After thi^, and prior to 1681*, 
their meeting house Was ort the east side Of Friar- 
street, to which a grave-yard was attached : this 
has been occasionally used by them for public 
woriship, till within these 15 years ; but being in a 
very incommodious situation, is now converted 
into tenements. Their present meeting house is a 
neat, large, and substantial building, pleasantly 
situated at the southern extremity of SaUsom- 
walk; was erected 1701, and has two burial-- 
grounds belonging to it. There are about 40 ik« 
milies of this society in Worcester, whose members 
are ever willing to unite with their fellow citizens 
in any charitable institution, wherein their reli- 
gious principles are not compromised ; but they do 
not, either as a body, or (with rery little excep- 
tion) individually, attach themselves to political 
piirties, or join in the discussion of political ques- 

* In 1687 tiie odebnted Wm, Peon* accordiog^ to Iiis biographer, 
ClarkiOD, ▼iiitod Worowter, 
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HonSj but etideatour, by their personal condact^ 
to manifest their gratitude to the government foir 
the privileges they enjoy, and to the magistrates 
under it for their lenient interpretation and mild 
administration of those laws aifecting them, which 
.it may be still deemed proper to retain. 

We extract the following Memoranda retative to the 
Quakers from the Worcester Papers ;— 

]Vfarcb2, 1741.— -On Sunday last the Cluakers meetiogf- 
hoUsd Wa« very much thronged to. hear Air. Morgan hold 
forthi who fornnerly officiated as cUrate to the late Jieir. Dr, 
Thontad,, Rector of St. NicfaoUs cborch in this city, it bei^ig 
the first time of bis holding forth liere since be forsook the 
communion of the church of England, to the embracing the 
. sect of which be is now become a much admired teacher, by 
the people of that pen^nasion. 

Mr. Wrgley moved the Court, by 'petition, stating the case 
of Thomas Norton, a Quaker, who was committed to our cas- 
Ue Oh the 13th Mhrcb last, on account of the non-payment of 
tytbes; value about 51. by process hi the Ecblesiasticai Courr» 
aiider the warrant of two justices of the peace ; when at length 
Mr. Wiglev succeeded in pointing out an error in the warrant 
of commitment, and the prisoner was discharged. — Ibid^ Aug, 6, 
1780. 

On Saturday, (April 24, 1802) died, at his hou^e in Fore- 
gttte-street, aged 7d, Mr. Timothy Bevington, an eminent 
minister among the people called Quakers ; under much de- 
biKty he attended his meetings about a fortnight since, with t 
presentiment of bis approaching dissolution, took a pathetic 
and affectionate leave of his friends tfaeh assembled, observing, 
that he thought it might be the last time he should meet them 
in that manlier. The awful dispensation had no terrors for 
him, but it evinced he was favoured to knvw his time, and wa^r 
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prepared for liis final end. He was Iniried in the Friends' 
gruund, Sansom Fields. 

Last week (Julj^ 1807), at Glocester, died, Mrs. Fraqcis 
Barker, one of the people called Quakers, late of Digflis, in 
this city ; by the death of this lady an annuity, of 501. per 
annum, which she had secured on the Worcester House of In- 
dustry, fell to that institution. 

Hospitals and other Charitable Foundations of 
Ancient Date. 

SxB Thomas White's Gift. — Worcester is the 
seventh city in the order of the twenty-four, ap- 
pointed to receive the benefit of a noble donatioii 
bj Sir Thomas White, a merchant tailor, of Bris- 
tol. The following is a copy of the gift, transcrib- 
ed from the table in the Guildhall: — 

In the first year of the Reign of Queen Mary, Sir 
Thomas White, for this year mayor and merchant tailor, 
a worthy patron and protector of popr scholars and learning, 
renewed, or rather erected a College in Oxford, called St. 
John's College ; he also erected schvols at Bristol, and deli- 
vered them 2000/. of ready money, to purchase lands to the 
yearly value of 120^. for which it is decreed that the Mayor, 
Burgesses and Commonalty of Bristol, in year of our Lord 
1667, and so yearly during- the term of ten years then next 
ensuing, should cause to be paid, at Bristol, 1000/. of lawful 
money. The first 800/. to be lent to sixteen poor young men, 
clothiers and freemen of the said city, 50/. a piece, each of 
them putting in sufficient sureties for the same. And at the 
end of ten years to be lent to other sixteen, at the discre- 
tion of the Mayor, Aldermen, and four of th^ Common 
Council of the said city ; and the other 200/. to be employed 
in prevision of Corn for the relief of the poor of the said city, 
ibr their ready money, without gain to betaken* And aftec 
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the end of ten yean, on the Feast ef St. Bar^olomew, in 
the year of our Lord 1577, at the Merebant Tailors' Hall, in 
London, under the Mayor and Commonalty of York, 104/. 
and so in order as here is set down, unto every the cities and 
towns hereunder mentioned, as is quoted on their heads. 
1567 Bristol, 9th Nov. A. D. 1567, is to re- 
j ceive soma 100/. and thenceforth yearly on ( 1000/. 
1577 1^ ^Yie same day until A. D. 1577, soma lo6/. ) 

1577 York, the 24th August, 1577, is to receive ... 104/. 

1578 Canterbury. 1580 Merchant Tailors' 

1579 Reading. 1581 Glocester. 

1582 Worcester, which has received this bounty ten times, and 

Will again receive it of course in 1822. 

1583 Exeter. 1592 Cambridge. 

1584 Salisbury. 1593 Shrewsbury. 

1585 Westchester. 1594 Lynn. 

1586 Norwich. 1595 Bath. 

1587 Southampton. 1596 Derby. 

1588 Lincoln. 1597 Ipswich. 

1589 Winchester. 1598 Colchester, 

1590 Oxford. 1599 Newcastle. 

1591 Hereford. 

** All which towns receive this giA on the 24th of Aug. ex-^ 
cept Bristol, which receives it on the 9th of Nov. then York 
24th Aug. &c. and all others in order aforesaid, yearly, viz. 
every 24 years from and after their last receipt. All which 
payments are to be received in the Merchant Tailors' Hall, 
between the hours of two and six of the clock of thTe said days^ 
to be put forth in free love to four young men, freemen an^ 
oceu piers of the cities aforesaid ; viz. 25/. a piece for the 
term of ten years, upon sureties, to be then repaid, that 
ii may be put out again to other such young men, from ten 
years to ten years as aforesaid. Provided that when any 
cities make default in the due putting forth of the said 100/. 
(for the four pounds is given to the survey' ors of the same cities 
or towns) shall lose for ever the benefit of this devise." 
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,Th£ TiiiN^iTY.««-Skuate on the east side oF the 
Cross, near to where the city reservoir is construct- 
ed, is a charity endowed by Queen £li?abeth, for 
29 poor women, with an alIowa.nce of Is. 3d. per 
month. Its goveri^m.ent is invested in six of the 
chaD[i||>er '^ho have passed the chair.— Sc^ Schoob. 

Berkel^t's UospiTA^.-r-A regular ba.n4Bonie 
building, situate at the south end of the Foregate^ 
street, on the west side, is endowed for the main- 
tenance of twelve poor .men, temp. Charles I. by 
Judge Berl^^ley, of Spetchley, near this city. This 
is a very handsome hospital, well and r^ula.rly 
built, in a quadrangular form ; at the hea4 or 
west end is the chapel, the front of which is embel- 
lished with a sculptured figure of the founder in his 
robes. There is service performed in the chapel by 
the resident chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Davis. 

Moore's Hospital i^ situate in Silver-street^ on 
its east side, near where the County Infirmary was 
first opened. It was founded by Anne, the 8th 
daughter of Mr. Rowland Berkeley, fiither of Robt. 
Judge Berkeley, and of Catherine his wife, and 
of her husband, Mr. Thomas Moore, of this city, 
for the relief and education of ten poor children of 
St. Martin's parish; all of them male and lawfully 
begotten, and above the age of four years and un- 
der the age of twelve. They endowed their hos- 
pital with houses and lands worth about 40/. per 
annum, divers of the premises having been given 
to the said Aune by her father, upon her marriage 
^ith Mr. Mopre. She fiirther provided^ at her 
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death 150/. for cbarit&ble uocs, and for tbe paymenl 
of 2s. 6d, per week to the governor of tiie said 
hospital, with the addition of 3^. M. every Cbricrt- 
mas Eye, to purchase somewhat extraor£nary 
diet for the ten poor children on Christmas Day. 
She also bequeathed 505. a year, to foe giveai 
every New-year's Day, to 50 poor persons resident 
in this parish, and to be called her New-year^s 
Gift. The hospital provides an uniform clothing 
ef blue for the boys, for which the governor, Mr» 
Hickmaii, has 4/. per month, with an additional 
nonth for their board, washing, lodging and mend* 
ing ; they ettetid for their education at the schodl- 
house, used for the scholars oh Queen Elizabeth's 
foundation, where they are taught reading, writing, 
and accompts. 

John Wobfield, Esq. by his will, dated Oct. I, 
]643, gave 100/. to the mayor and corporation of 
Worcester, for the relief of two weavers and two 
walkers, or one weaver and one walker, using the 
daid trades in the said city for five years. I^ir 
Robert Needham, of Clapham, who married the 
widow of Mr. Worfield, repriesented that there 
were no assets^ and the money was not paid. In 
1663 it was paid, and lent to John Cartwright^ 
Benjamin Francke, Richard Brinley, and Thomas 
Hill, payable 1673. He also bequeathed to the 
mayor and corporation, certain lands in the pa« 
rishes of Powick, Lee, Wyck, and Braurisford, 
for the maintenance and education of fourteen poor 
male children, whose parents are deceased, or of 
nW 
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auch mean ability as not to be able to provide for 
them, illegitimate children excepted. AH his re- 
latives, desirous of receiving the benefit of this 
provision, are to have the preference, except those 
whose parents can expend 800/. per annum, or who 
are conceived to be worth 3000/. nor any so allowed 
to receive it above the space of seven years ; any 
child misbehaving to be deprived of it, upon proof 
made to the mayor, &c. Two Masters of Arts 
are appointed annually by the mayor and corpora- 
tion, to examine and elect proper and capable 
children, born at either of the said places, in order 
to their being sent to either of the Universities.-— 
See an AdoeriUement to the effect in the Worcester 
Journal^* May 4, 1748. 

Inglethorfe's Hospital, situate on the north 
side of Taylor's-lane, in the Foregate-street, was 
originally endowed by Mr. Inglethorpe, for six 
poor men and one woman*, but bath since be^n 
augmented by the addition of two men ; their al- 
lowance is 25. per week* On a stone in the front 
of this hospital, between the lodges 8 and 9, is in- 
scribed ^^ Richard Inglethorpe, gent.:" on another 

* Jtae 30, 1645, tbe poor in loglethorpe's alms-honse petitioned for 
tB habititkOB insteid of that hospital, which was ordered to be taken 
down for the forlifioation of tbe eitj. They were geverally ordered to 
tbe parishes tbej weie received from, and the allowance of the hospital 
giTen lo those {mrishes for their support till the boase shoald be rebuilt 
finr them,— Fiide CAomfrer Otixn, from. 1602 to |650i 

Thtthoipital wn allowed 11 32, Si. lei. to repair the hoases burnt 
down by the Kbg^s forces, and 2462. Si. 8d. to porohase a revenne, oot 
of the money which arose from a sale of the materials of tbe old leaden 
jpire, taken down a. d. 1647, the total tnoiuit of which was 6172. 14s. f d 



Digitized by 



Google 



283 

stone, placed between No. 9 and 10, is this in* 
scription : '^ This improvement of the charities of 
Mr. Alderman Nash and Richard Inglethorpe, 
gent, was made by a Chamber Order, anno 1730 ;'* 
on a third stone, placed between. the two lodges, 
No. 10 and 11, is inscribed,*^^^ Mr. Alderman 
Nash's ;" and between the two last doors of the 
13th lodges, built on an uniform plan from west 
to east, a^ their numbers occur, C. G. 1773, is 
inscribed, denoting an addition of two other lodges 
provided fcMr the accommodation of two poor peo- 
ple, bjr the liberality and benevolence of Mr. 
Charles Geary. 

St. Oswald's Hospital is situate on the east 
side of the Tithing, at the north end of the Fore- 
gate-street, to which it forms a continuation from 
the Tythe Barn to Salt-lane. The SOth Henry 
yill. Nicholas Udal, then master, demised this, 
hospital, chapel, chapel-yard, &c. for the term of 
ninety-nine years, to J. Hereford, from whom, 
through some private hands, it came to Sir John 
Bourne, whose son conveyed it to Lord Chancellor 
.Sromley, whose sons, Thomas and Gerard, sold 
it to Mr. Coucher, 13 James I. who granted the 
rents to trustees, for the following uses; 12/. a year 
to his son,-«-S/. a year to the minister^ — ^and IL 
to the four poor people in the four alms-houses ; 
after this, this hospital went much to decay. 

April 15, 1615, James I. granted the mastership 
of St. Oswald's Hospital to John Hoskins, L.L.D. 
jtp ivliom succeeded, a. d. 1731, Samuel Fell, D. D» 
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one affile prebendsriea of tbe church o£ Worceslery 

Mid Margaret, Proft»9or of J^iumty, Oxford, pee^ 

•ented by the Dean, and Gfaapter, agiun possessed 

of its. patronage, and in whose gift it hath ever 

since remained. Great exertions were made bj^ 

ttr. Fell to recover the alieaatedi lands of thia hos* 

pital^ but the breaking out of the civil wars, and 

some houses in the Foregate*street belongings to it 

having been burned down, ita i»v^iues were 

greatly diminished, and the designed establislnneAt 

was deferred till a more fevourable opportunity. 

At the Restoration, in 1660^ Dr. John Fell, bishop 

of Oxford, &c. was presented to the mastership. 

of this hospital, which had remained witiiont one 

ever since the death of his fktfaer, which happened 

Feb. 1, 1648, npon hearing of the death of 

Charles 1 • By. the exertions of Dr. John Fell, part 

of the original possessions of this^ house was reco* 

vered, and the establishment was fennd capably of 

lAowing the reception and support of tenmei^ and 

jfour women. In July, 1681, Thomiis Hi^es, Esq. 

engaged and erected rooms <m the ground of the 

hospital for six poor men, and to settle 501, a yeav . 

on his foundation above all reprises: the poor to 

have 25. a week each, three tons of coal a year, 

and a gown once in two years. In order to do this 

he purchased a ferm called Cbarlstree, and a 

messuage in Stackback. 

On a stone on the front of bis building,* which 
is erected on the south side of St. Oswald's hospi- 
pital, is the following inseripti^Q : vis. << In the 
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4tli year of the reign of King Charles U. thn hos* 
pital was biiih and endowed for six poor men, by 
Thomas Hajnes, Esq. sarjant of his Majesty'^ 
f^hapel royal, in the year of our Lord 1682." At 
present both go under the title of St. Oswaldf's 
HoBpital. The men, who are now sixtefen, and 
twelve women, are allowed 3s. per jveek, a ton of 
coals every year, and coats and gowns every two 
years. The average income is 350/. per annum ; 
U 18 governed by a master, the Rev. John Banks 
Jenldnson, Dean of Woreester; the sesident chap- 
lain is the Rev. Digby Smith, rector of St. Martinis. 
The inhabitants of the Tything pay for pews or 
9eats in St. Oswald's chapel, it being intendedsolely 
for the occupiers of the alms-houses.. The ceraetrj 
of this hospital^ which is a very extensive piece of . 
ground, serves as a place of sepulture for those of 
the city parishes whose churches are not well, ac- 
commodated with burial ground.*— See p, 233, 

In the 92 James I. Oct. 38> the burial-place ii^ 
Angel-lane was purchased by an order of the cor<« 
poratipn of Worcester, for the use of the citizens* 
Against the east wall of the interior of the chapel^ 
on a. neat white marble tablet, haying, the family 
arms and crest, is the following, inscription^ writ?, 
ten by the celebrated Dr. Parr:— 

<< RICHARD INGRAM, Esq» a native of St. Paul*s parish, 
Covent Garden^ London,. foriiit^rly a member of Pembroke Col- 
lege, Oxford, dilerwards a stad^ot at Libedla's Inn, and for 
DMiK Ikaa fbfty yean^ an- inbab^anl of l¥bite Iiadies, near 
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Worcester, died Oct. '20, 1S11> aged 63, Sc interred in the 
burial ground of this chapel. Independent in spirit as welt 
as fortune, & unambitious alike of station & of fame, he pre- 
ferred the pure & calm pleasures of a studieus life to the 
brightest prospects of success in the law, for the practice of 
which he had been called to the bar in 1772. He was a profonnd 
Bcb^lar, without pedantry ; an acute critic, without acrimony ; 
no wearied in his researches upon the most interesting subjects 
of Theology 6c Ethics ; unshaken in his attachment to the 
noblest principles of civil & religious liberty ; exemplary in 
uniting the duties of justice with the delicacies of honour & 
all the amiable graces of native benevolence ; sincere, without 
bigotry, in the belief of a Redeemer; & 6erioi|s, without su- 
perstition^ in l^e worship of bib creator." 

Nash's HoffPiTAL is situate on the east side of 
New-street, and near the south end ; it is endowed 
for eight poor men and two women at 2s. per wee|t. 
On a stone, fixed in the centre of the building;, is 
the following inscription : ^^ Mr, John Nash, Air 
derman of this city, founded these alm^-houses, to 
be maintained out of the tytbes of Powick, to be 
disposed of by the Chamber of Worcester for ever. 
Erected Anno Dom. 1664/* This charity has been 
augmented by an additional provision for two poor 
men, who have had houses built for them adjoining 
lnglethorpe-8 hospital,*— ^'d^ tfiat ,article. In 1809 
an augmentation took place to this charity, by the 
building of five more blouses, adjoining the former 
in New-street, for five poor women. Mr. Nash 
also gave various other charities to the citizens, viz. 
to honest young tradesmen 3001. to be lent without 
interest|---*to this parisl^a of 3tt Martin and St, 
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Helen, 8/. yearly, to apprentice young lads,*— to 
trustees named he gave sundry estates in Powick 
and St. Martin's, together with the tythe of Powick, 
as a perpetual fund for the building and endowment 
of an hospital for eight pooi^ men and two poor 
women, preferring always such as shall be of his 
name or kindred. He orders the overplus and 
saving of his estate, before bequeatned, while it 
is a small sum, to be lent to young tradesmen with- 
out interest ; but when it shall amount to a sum 
sufficient to purchase lands of the clear yearly va- 
lue of 8/. (accordingly, in 1679, the corporation 
purchased five acres of land, within the city of 
Worcester, which now forms the site of the pre- 
sent Infirmary and " Wheeler's gardens" adjoin- 
ing ; and these will no doubt add a considerable 
increase to the funds of the present charity), the 
same to be given to the parishes of St. Andrew 
and St. Nicholas, for the apprenticing young lads ; 
and so, in like manner, 4/. a year to the several 
parishes of St. Peter, All Saints, and St. Swithin ; 
and to St. Clement and St. Alban, 2L each yearly. 
The next savings from his estate, when under 100/. 
to be lent to young tradesmen gratis ; when it 
amounts to that sum to be laid out in land, and the 
produce applied to the clothing poor freemen for 
ever. He orders that no lease of his estates, thus 
bequeathed, be made in reversion, or for a term 
exceeding twenty-one years from the commence- 
ment thereof in possession. He orders that the 
corporation of the city of Worcester shall use their 
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best Bieati8) at the charge of hie ex^eentors, to bat^ 
his charities settled by Act of ParliaaieBt, .He 
orders likewise^ his will, so &r as rdatefc to hia 
charitable bequests, to be {Hiblicly read by this 
town clerk, at the Guildhall of the said city, on 
the first Friday is Lent, aod he to receive for his 
trouble 5s. 

Shewain<^8 Hospital, founded by Thomas 
Shewring, Esq. mayor of Worcester^ in 1687, 
is situated on the east side of the Ty thing; — 
it is endowed for six poor women, who have beeu 
housekeepers, at 1^. 8d. per week. These women 
are chosen out of the following parishes, the names 
of which are inscribed in stone, under the windows 
of their several dwellings ; viz. St. Andrew, St. 
Helen, All Saints, St. Clement, Tything, and St. 
Swithin. They have now an allowance of 2s. 6d. 
weekly, from the first Saturday in November to' 
the first Saturday in February, and 2s, per week 
the remainder of the year. The average income 
of this hospital in 1786 was 36/. lU. ; but, in 1814, 
the inmates of Shewring^s hospital received a con* 
siderable addition to their allowance. An impro* 
vident lease of certain lands and premises in the 
city, from which this institution derives its revenue, 
had been granted for ninety-nine years. The 



* Celebrated ftir liis IndepeBdent aoiwer to tiie bi^otted Janet, wbem 
lie had atteoded in hi« oflkial capacity to the door of a Catfaolic cbapel. 
On his Majesty indelioately asking the oorporatioo if they ivould not enter 
ivith bitt, Shewring prcmptlj replied, *< I fea^i jronr majesty, we have 
Ci)itloofiiraU««4/lH'' 
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trustees, considering the unjust operation of such 
a lease, petitioned the Lord Chancellor, by whose 
decision it was annulled, and the objects of Mr. 
Shewring's bountj are now in the receipt of 8f « 
inntead of Ss. per week. The lands and premises 
were let under the lease for 86/. lU. and in the 
year 1786 they produced 149/. The hospital was 
brilliantly illuminated upon the occasion. 

Wtatt's Hospital, founded by Edward Wyatt, 
Esq. mayor of Worcester, in 1696, is situate on the 
east side of Friar-street, near its south end ; it is 
eisdowed for six poor men, who have 2s* per week^ 
a coat, shoes, and half a ton of co&ls every year. 
In the centre of the building, beneath a carving of 
the arms of Wyatt, is the motto of ^' Endure and 
Hope:' 

Gouldikg'sHospitaKi exhibits the rare instance 
of a benevolent individual, contributing in his life 
time to the comfort of his less fortunate brethren. 
Mr. Robert Goulding, no^ residing in the Ty thidg, 
has erected six alms-houses oq a piece of ground 
adjacent to St. Oswald's hospital, heretofore a part 
of the church*yard close, for the habitation of 
three poor men and three poor* women, with an 
simple endowment for their maintenance. 

PUBLIC SCHOOLS, 

Founded and Endowed in this City by Royal and 
Private Munificence. 
The King's, or College School, was founded 
by Hen. YIII. in 1641-8, for 40 King's scholars, ten 

00 
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of whom are appointed to it by the dean, and tbree 
by each of the tea prebendaries of the catbedraU 
These scholars receive their education free of ex« 
pense for five years, (the last of which is condi- 
tional) in Writings, Arithmetic) English, Latin, and 
Greek, a regular prostration for the Univemty, 
&c. Theve are six scholarships belonging to Wor* 
cester College^ .Oxford, to which boys educated at 
this sdhool «ce eligible^ as appears by the feUowing 
exteract:-— 

<' Woroett^r CWkiff^, fofneriy GloHcester Ht1t» wm fonoded 
ia 1714, hy Sir Tboioas. Cookes*. of fientley, in Worcester- 
sbire, Bart, for a provost, six fellows, and six scholars ; 
the scholars to be elected from the schoofs of Bromsgrove, 
Feckinghatn, Worcester^ Harttebury, or Kidderminster ; or, 
in defenlt of persons properly qualified- in these scboolSy 
from, any other endowed school in the county of Worcester. 
The schools bare a priority of cJakn indie oidar in which they 
stand, X preference is to he: gi?e& ia all instances to the 
founder's- kin ; no one is qualified to offer himself as a candi- 
date who has not been at one of the aforesaid schools for at 
least two years previous to the election. Two of the felfows 
on this foundation may continue laymen, provided they pro- 
ceed to degrees either in Law or IMPedicine. The provost and 
ths threesenior felbotiiriB of the fbondation aoe the eteotors." 

The last person elected from Worcester College 
school was> Henry JamesXane^ 1017. Tbere is ajso- 
an exhibition from t^is school to Magdalen Hall, 
Oxford, of 10/; per annum. The Lucy scholar- 
ridps^ of 25ii., per afmuiiH aim^ firequenUy givaik 
to those who hold- the. abciiMt exhibition ; this 
soholarship may be held eig^ years* The present 
h99A most^v ^ Worcester CpU]e|gp school^ ia thei 
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R^. W. J. Porter, A. M. appointed Nov. 25, 1813 } 
the Rev. Cornelius Copner, B. A. is the under mas-* 
ter. Among the celebrated living literary charac^ 
ters educated on this foundation, are Whittington 
Landon, D. D. provost of Worcester College, and 
dean of Exeter, 1795,— 4ind ■■ Thompson, 

D. D. professor of chemistry, Oxford, &c. &c. 

Queen Elizabeth's ScHooii. — Founded for the 
classical education of twelve boys, vrith the allow- 
ance of 13^. id. to the three senior scholars to buy 
books. The school-house is situate on the north 
side of St. Swithia's church, over which, cut 
in stone, is the following inscription :— «^^ This 
school was founded and endowed by Queen Eliza- 
beth, in the 3d year of her reign, and rebuilt in 
the year 1735.'' The management of this school 
is conducted by six trustees, each of whom must 
have served the office of mayor. The following 
are the names of the present trustees >->AIdermea 
Farley, Carden, Wilson, Wakeman, Blew, and 
Johnson. Each trustee has the liberty of recom- 
mending two boys, who must be capable of reading 
JEnglish tolerabty ; they are allowed to remain on the 
foundation four years. The present master is the 
Rev. William Faulkner, M. A. elected Jan. 1788* 

The following Advertisement appeared in the Worcester 
Journal^ Jan. 9, 1800. 

WE, Thomas Carden, William MaUhews, Thomas Farley, 
Francis Wilson, John Ballard, and Edward Squire, Esqs. 
trastees of the Grammar School founded and endowed by 
Quflen Elizabeth, having hojden a meeting for the purpose of 
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cnquiringf into the present state, and making a precise amnge- 
ment of the tuition and economy of the InstitotioD, have 
tesolved :— 

I. That the indiscriminate admission of boys in the lower 
department by the under master is contrary to the original 
establishment and adverse to the respectability of the Institu- 
tion, and that such practice be in future discontinued ; and 
that as, in the upper department, provision is made by the en-r 
dowment for the classical education of twelve boys, two to be 
nominated by each of the six trustees, the vacancies be ac« 
cordingly filled up, and such only admitted whose connections 
are respectable, 

II. That the general coarse of education relate to the fol- 
lowing objects,; being the department of the R^v; W. Fau1k<r 
ner, M. A. head master; — viz. first, the Greek and Latin 
Classics ; secondly, Critical Lectures on select parts from the 
best ancient authors; thirdly, Composition; fourthly, Ethics 
or Moral Philosophy, including the principles, character, and 
history of civil society ; fifthly, the Synthetic and Analytrc 
methods of Reasoning in Mathematics and Natural Philo- 
sophy ; sixthly. Geography, Natural and Political, and the Use 
of the Globes ; seventhly. Lectures on the Theory of Lan- 
guage and Grammar, with a particular reference to the En- 
glish tongue. Writing, the principles and practice of Arith- 
metic, and Merchants' Accompts. 

Mrs. Milbrow Hook^ of St. John's, in Bedwar- 
dine, built a school-house and endowed it with 51. 
a year, which hath since been augmented by a do- 
nation of 230/. by Mrs. M. Herbert, of the same 
parish ; that sum, so bequeathed, having been laid 
out in the purchase of lands at Martley, near Wor- 
cester, the revenues of which are united with the 
former for the same pious purpose. 

Bishop Lloyd's Schools were founded A. D. 



Digitized by 



Google 



SOS 

1713; the endowment of which is proTided for by 
the worthy prelate from a small estate in the parish 
of White Lady Aston, together with some tythes 
at Sheriff's Lench, both in this county; which 
property, by the untimely death of Mr. Symonds*, 
in 1708, had devolved to Dr. Lloyd as a bishop of 
this diocese: unwilling, however, to appropriate 
an estate fallen to him through an horrible event, 
or that his posterity after him should inherit it,' 
he determined to devote it to this most useful and 
public purpose. To this end his Lordship execut- 
ed a deed of endowment for the establishment of 
two charfty schools in this city, the one providing 
for the education of sixteen boys, and the other for 
that of eight girls. ^' No children are to be taken 
into the schools under the age of six years, jior 
above the age of twelve, nor to remain at the 
school above the term of six years; that they shall 
be such children whose parents are not able to pay 
for their education ;" and permission was given to 
the trustees to alter, add to, or annul any of the 
rules made by the founder. The dean, the arch- 
deacon, and chancellor of the diocese, and the 
mayor of Worcester for the time being, in succes- 

* Deioeoded from Jnstice Symond's, a repaUioan partinn, at whose 
lioose it is said Cromwell was entertained before tbe batUe of Worcester. 
This Symonds bad married tbe sister of Palmer, and with bim was at tbe 
liead of a gang of desperate rillians, wbo at Ibat time infested the vale 
of Eveshamy and who, among many robberies and outrages, at length 
crowned their crimes by tbe marder of Palmer's own mother and her 
serrant maid, at Upper-Snodsbnry, and burnt her boase ; for which bar 
ton and Symonds were executed. May 8, 1708. 
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vioD) were to be perpetual trustees and governors : 
the estate is granted for the life of three feoffees. 
In ITSl this charity was restored by public bene- 
Toleiice, (see a long advertiBement in the fVarceS'^ 
4er Journal for that year) and, in 1783, a house on 
ihe west side of New-street, was purchased by vo- 
luntary subscription and fitted up as a ewhool-house, 
in which the master and mistress reside. The 
children of this school are educated in reading, 
writing, and accompts, sewing, Sec. The follow- 
ing inscription is put up over its entrance : ^^ The 
bishop's charity schools, founded by Win. Lloyd, 
D. D. Bishop of Worcester, in 1713.— This school- 
house was purchased by public benevolence ih 
1788." 

The following are the number of children edu- 
cated at these schools :— ^ 

From All Saints parisb...3 From St. Helen 2 

St. Nicholas 3 St. Alban's 



St. Martin Ji St. IMIichael 

St. Andrew 3 St. Clement 

St. Peter. .....3 Township of St. Joha's 

St. Swithin ..2 Tythmg 

Total 24 

We are informed that many improvements and 
additions have been made to this charity from time 
to time by the trustees, by which the intentions of 
the founder have been much extended. For other 
charity schools, &c.— -See the next Chapter. 
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CHAPTER X. 

Present Siate of the CiUf of Woftester. 

This eity i& largie and well built ; it is also a 
county of itself, and is three miles and five fuc- 
longs in circumference. The beauties and advan* 
tages of the town are many and great. The streets 
are broad, handsome, well built, and very well 
paved, having excellent flag pavement for foot pas- 
sengers, and no projecting signs. The markets 
are well supplied with all kinds of provisiouB, and 
as cheap as any town in England, sea-fish only 
excepted. Indeed, the gjreat concourse of polite 
strangers that come here to reside from every 
quarter, shews the superior excellence of this town; 
and neighbourhood. It is situate in a healdiy and 
pleasant vale, on the east or left bank of the Se- 
vern. It returns, two members to Parliament. 
The right of election was agreed, Feb. 7, 1693, to- 
be in the freemen not receiving alms ; and, on the 
11th Feb. 1747, in the citizens not receiving alms, 
and adnuttod to their freedom* hj hvcih or aecvis 
tude, or by redemption^ in order to trade' within 
the city ; — the number of electors are computed to 
be about S4Q0b At the. last eontestad generalv 
election, in 1812, the number of citizens, resident 
in the city, polled, were 986, and the number, of 
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country or out-votes poUed, were 779. This city 
was payed and lighted about the year 1783. The 
district of the Ty thing, however, is only partially 
paved, as laid down by a subscription in 1698 •— 
The principal struts are the Foregate-street, High- 
street, and Broad-street : the south end of the for- 
mer is very fine, and of long extent, and this view, 
which is terminated by the spire of St. Nicholas 
church, has a grand effect. The other stipeets are 
broad and well built, and are equal, if not supe- 
rior, to any out of London. The many elegant 
and well furnished shops that fill the Cross, the 
Broad-street, the Bridge-street, and the High- 
street, give them a near likeness to Cheapside, 
London; there are also about 33 minor streets, 
alleys, &c. This city had a good firm wall for its 
defence, of 1650 paces, with six strong gates at 
the principal entrances of it, viz. the Fore-gate, 
Water-gate, St. Martin's-gate*, Friar-gate, Sid- 
bury-gate +, and Frog-gate. The Fore-gate stood 
where now is erected the city workhouse, on the 
east side, and Berkeley's hospital on the west side. 
This wall was nearly destroyed after the battle of 
Worcester. The Earl's Post, situate in the High- 

* TViken down in 1787;— it was the last of the aneieot gates. 

t There is a notice in the Worcester paper, of Jalj, 1765, for pallioi^ 
down this gate, which wa< afterwards done bj the Commissioners of tho 
turnpike roads. The seated figare of a King, in a niche over this gate, 
was supposed, bj Habingiloo, to have been meant for King JofaD.<^ 
'* VIII item, the grass cross, and the cross with Sidbary, to be set ia 
colours, witfi the King's picture (a statue at Sidbiirj-gate),'*>Cftaiii6er 
Order Book. 
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street^ at the south-eastend of Coqjcen-street, now 
the Guildhall, is better knowa by its ancient and 
curious cellarage ;^t is presumed to have been 
the residence of the Earls of Worcester. At the 
IS' £• angl^ of the house, a colossal figure of a 
man, caryed in wood, was standing till the begin* 
ping of the present century, when it was removed. 
There is an advertisement in lie Wofcester Jour*, 
naly dated AugusI:, 1752, relative to repairing 
the Shire ok- Guildhall, it being so ruinous as to 
be entirely useless.; and, in 1779, we find it was 
in idea to remove the iron palhadoes before the 
Townhall, and a long letter respecting this alter- 
ation may -be seen in the same Journal for March 
of that year. 

The Gcildhall.— The old Towrthall was a 
large structure of timber, of longer extent thaii 
the present ; it had a piazza in fronts adjoining to 
which, next to Cooken-street, was a range of shopd 
fiickig the High-street, the facks of which com- 
manded a view of the Nisi Prius Court, in the 
Guildhall : at the south end of the piazza was 
another row of shops, adjoining to which was the 
principal entrance of the -hall, down a flight of 
nearly 20 steps. The body of the hall was Open 
to the roof, and lighted by a large window at the 
north end. The courts of justice were situated 
facing each other, at the extreme ends of the hall, 
and elevated considerably above the level of its 
general flooring. Internally, on the rjght of the 
Nisi Prius Cotirt, advancing towards Ihe opposite 

pp 
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end, was the j^rison, the windows of which were 
under the piazza, and facing the High-streets— ' 
Nearly opposite to the prison, on the left side of 
the Nisi Prius Court, was the residence of the 
gaoler, who occupied it as a public-house, over 
which was a chamber for the petty jury. At the 
north end of the piazza was the Mayor's Court, 
near to the crown bar. Through its entrance the 
judge was enabled to pass to his seat in the Crown 
Court, without going down the hall steps ; there 
was also a gallery for the auditors, and a council 
chamber. Near the window, at the porth end, 
the statue of Queen Anne was placed in a niche, 
thought to be the same which is now in the front 
of the present hall. That of one of the Kings 
(Charles I. or II.) now placed there, was brought 
thither out of a niche in the front of the city reser- 
voir at the Cross. The present Guildhall is si- 
tuate near the middle of the High-street, having . 
that street to its fronl)— is an edifice of commanding 
appearance ; at the front are two three-quartered 
columns composite; the windows have stone mould- 
ings differently ornamented underneath. Over the 
whole, a cove cornice, with a ^circular pediment 
from the pilasters beneath, in which is a large 
Roman trophy, the imperial arms of England, sup- 
ported by two angels, are introduced as principal 
<if this group. The front elevation, from a flight of 
four semicircular steps, has three quarter columns, 
the cornice enriched and indented, the pediment 
broke, and open for the city arms, which are there 
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placed, carved on stotie, then pa&ndled pilasters; 
enriched impost moulding, with a circular head, 
oyer which, beneath the cornice, is engraved this 

motto*:— 

" Fhreat semper ftdelis cimtas,^* 

On the top are five statues— Peace and Plenty ^ 
Chastisement and Labour ^ between which are vases. 
In a niche»between the two centre windows of the 
upper row, in the front, is a statue of Queen Anne ; 
underneath which is written, in gold letters, ^^Anna 
Regina.'* In niches on each side of the entrance, 
are the statues of King Charles I. and II, the for- 
mer 9upporting the church, and the latter uphold- 
ing regal government. The lower part of the 
inside is in one room, 110 feet 6 inches long by 35 
feet 6 inches broad, and 31 feet high, with a Co- 
rinthian modillion cornice, a plain cieling, with 
three circular ornaments for lamps. Its west side 
is taken up by the two courts of justice, situate 
on each side of the stair-case ; that on the north 
sid^ the Crown bar, and that on the south the 
Nisi Prius bar, in which are held the assizes and 
sessions for the city and county in the Oxford 
circuit. The front of the bars consists of a large 
arch, supported by two canted pannelled. pillars, 
with two pilasters on each side : the seating is of 
oak, and wainscotted to the bottoms of the win- 
dow, above which is a gallery, extending {torn the 
front to the first window in each bar; the cielings 
are plain, with plain coved cornices; their breadth 
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18 97 feet, and tbeir depth 29, from a square SO 
feet and a bow 9. On the cliair of the crown bar 
18 written, in gold letters, on the corner of its 
pediment— 

** Aafemt MnffutrtttUnu Aueiorittu 
Honorantur RectOy Prava puniunier." 

Facing which, over a head of Justice, carved on 
the key*stone of the centre arch, is written in a 
scroll— 

" Fiatjustitia mat Cfoslum." 

Over the centre arch of the Nisi Prius bar, an- 
swerable in situation to the above, in a scroll is 
written— 

** Audi €t alteram Partem^ 

There is no motto on the chair of this bar. At the 
north end of this room, are three whole-length 
paintings, viz. an Earl of Plymouth, who was 
Recorder of this citj, painted by Thos. Shuter,. 
17S5 ; Queen Anne, in a sitting posture-^her 
picture has this inscription— * 

'' E'dono Johannis Pakinptou Baronetti de Wettmood, in 
eom» Wuforny 

and one of Sir John Pakington, another Recorder 
of Worcester. At the south end are three excellent 
whole-length portraits of the following person- 
ages :-«-the Lord Keeper Coventry, the Jate 
George William Earl of Cotentry, late Recorder, 
painted by the late N. Dance, Esq. R. A. and Tho- 
mas Winnington, Esq. formerly a representatiTo 
of this city in Parliament, and First Lord of the 
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Treasury, 1736. There was an Excellent head of 
the great Lord Somers over the entrance of the 
Townhall, which, about the year 1790, was en- 
tirely ruined by an unskilful restorer of paint* 
ings: it is now hanging in the grand jury room 
for the county. Facing the entrance of the hall, 
on each side a small balcony, are, on the north 
side, a painting of the City Arms, and on the 
south, a table of Sir Thomas White's Gift. The 
stair-case is open newel, with carved 'brackets, 
6 feet 6 inches wide. Its cieling, an oval, in whose 
centre is an artichoke, with a cove cornice ;— this 
leads first into the council, or grand jury room for 
the city. In this apartment, between the windows, 
is the portrait of a Lord Sandys, with engravings 
of Lord Nelson and the Hon. Lieut. Coqjts, who 
tvas killed at the battle of Burgos, Oct. 8, 1812. 
Over the chimney-piece of this room, is a match 
lock piece, a spear, aqd an^ helmet, with cjiain face 
piece and chain armour body piece, and a breast- 
plate^ shield, and hanger. These trophies were 
presented by Captain Elringtoti to the corpora- 
tion of Worcester*. This room is adjacent to 

* Tbfi act of bravery, among many otlien, effected by a natire of tMt 
coanty, deserves a more ample detail tfaao oor limita will allow. Colonel 
(then Major) BIringtoo, of the 47th regiment, and of Low-hill, near 
Spetobley, being sent oot from Bombay to asnst the Iman of Masoal 
against tbe Wahabees, (a formidable and ooorageooa race of pirates) en^ 
coQDtered and took several of their yessels ; he also landed and took 
tfaeir town of Rastfelkima. Tbe armonr aHoded to was that of the chief^ 
Jo. Hatem. This gallant exploit, in wbieh he eooonatered ffreatmipe-^ 
riority of namberi, was achieved aboat eight years uooe.<-&e G^^tettu 
/df that period, • 
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the crown bar, with which, by the gallery before 
mentioned, it holds communication on the other 
side to the gallery of the Nisi Prius bar, and the 
balcony above lioted ; from thence it ascends to the 
council chamber or ball room, a most magnificent 
apartment, 109 ft. in length, S6 in breadth, and 15 fl. 
8 inches in height. This room originally was only 
to be considered as an extensive gallery ; but, in 
June 1791, the corporation, at the expense of 
1000/. gave it a reform and renovation, and it now 
ranks as one of the most splendid public rooms to 
be found in England. This operation was exe"* 
cuted under the direction of Mr. G. Byfield, ar« 
chitect of London, but its external proportions 
were not altered. The circular ends are oi*- 
namented with a large niche on each side of 
their respective fire-places, intended to receive 
pedestals and lamp figures ; over these fire-places 
the city arms, viz* quarterly sable and gules, 
over all a castle triple towered argefnt, on a 
a canton argent, a fess sable, between three pears 
sable. The following motto is to that at the north 
^nd :«^ 

" Civitoi in hello in pace fidelis.*^ ^ 

And to that in the south end-^ 

•* Semper fidelis mutare sperno,*^ 

Two other fire-places, of statuary marble, on the 
west side of the room, are provided between the 
principal entrance, over which is a music gallery^ 
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and the collateral entrances of thecoiPee and card 
rooms, erected over the two courts ; these rooms 
remain as they were originally constructed. On the 
centre plain of the east side of the council chamber, 
opposite the principal entrance, a very excellent 
whole-length portrait of his Majesty, painted by 
Sir Joshua Reynolds, in a richly ornamented frame, 
is placed on a pedestal of white* marble, sculptured 
with a circular wreath formed of oak leaves and 
acorns, within which is inscribed, in gold letters,--* 

** His Majesty George III. most graciously condescended 

TO HONOUR WITH HIS PRESENCE THE CORPORATION OF WORCESTER 

IN THIS Hall, Aug. 8, 1788.'' 

The Guildhall was began building in 172], and 
finished in 1723, from a Resign of Mr. White, a 
native of Worcester. 

The Infirmary was first opened in Silver- 
street, in a building now Mr. Simpson's academy, 
Jan. 11, 1745 ; and it was removed to the present 
building through the liberality of the inhabitants 
of Worcestershire, excited by the zeal and atten- 
tion of its professional fdtinders. The names of 
Attwoody Mackenzie^ Cameron^ and Wally as physi- 
cians ; and Edwards^ Russellj and Jeffries^ as sur- 
geons, must ever remain dear to the friends of 
mankind, for to them does this institution owe its 
existence. Bishop Maddox was one of the £arlj 
patrons of Worcester Infirmary. In 1766, the go- 
vernors of this institution, induced by the sugges- 
tions of the physicians and surgeons, resolved on 
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removing the patients to an airy situation. The 
Bew building conimenoed in the ye«r 1767, and in 
1770 the patients took up their abode within it, it 
^ing finished at an expense of 6085/. 95. 9d. The 
present edifice is situate on the south side of Salt- 
lane, leading from tfaeForegate-street to Pitcheroft, 
on the extreme north boundary of the city liberties, 
and on an eminence that commands an extensive 
prospect over the Severn, including the whole 
range of the Malvern hills. The elevation is of 
brick, and varies in structure from that of Gloces- 
ter only in a few instances, and is highly favourable 
for the purposes for which it was designed : it has a 
good garden ground, which serves either as a place 
of exercise or for food, both medicinal and culinary. 
The building was erected by voluntary contribu- 
tion, towards which the late Sir John Rushout, 
Bart, and M. P. for Evesham, contributed 500/. 
in commemoration of which noble benevolence the 
^principal south ward bears hia name. 

In the committee room is a good portrait of the 
late Dr. Cameron, presumed to have been painted 
by Worlidge, and prei»ented by his son, the pre- 
sent Dr. C. in 1802. There is also a portrait of 
Dr. Attwood, presented by Mr. Saunders, sen. of 
Sidbury; and one of Mr. Ru^^sell, the surgeon, 
copied by a mechanic of this city, of the name of 
Bowring, from an original at Slaughlir^s Court, 
Powick, by Hughson ; this was presented by Mn 
Russell's son, in 1802. There is also, on a term, 
an excellent marble bust of Sir John Rushout, 



Digitized by 



Google 



SOS 

out, presented by himself, about five years be- 
fore his death, on which is inscribed— ^^ The 
Right Hon. Sir John Rushout, Bart*, ^tat 
86, anno 1760, ob. 1775. Mi. 90," executed by 
J. F. Moore. Six tables of legacies and benefac- 
tions for the support of the Infirmary are likewise 
hung up in the committee roomt. Every subscriber 
of a guinea annually, or five guineas at one pay- 
ment, has a right to recommend one in-patient and 
one out*-patient every year. Of such persons, pro- 
perly recommended by the subscribers, none are 
admitted unless curable and real objects of charity. 
The day appointed for the admission of patients is 
at the Weekly Board, held every Saturday, between 
the hours of eleven and twelve, except in the case 
ofcasualties. 

In 1814, the governors granted permission to 
establish an anatomical museum in the Infirmary, 
in consequence of a letter addressed to them by 
the faculty ; this museum may be inspected by any 
member, on application.at the Infirmary. 

* Sir John Rnshoat wis Member for Ereibam ; tbtre ii an socoont of 
a g^rand receplion wbioh the citjr gave him, in the Worcater Journal for 
1741. ♦ 

t At the bead of this List is the name of Bdward Garliok, Esq. of 
Bristol, as a benefactor of 2001. for porchasiDg the groo^ where^ii tb# 
, Infinnarjf is bnilt. The north ward is called after hb nane* 
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List of the Medical Gentlemen^ from the openiitg 
of the Infirmary, with the Date of their Appoint^ 
ments. 

Physicians. 



1746 Drs. Cameron, Wall, 
Attwirad Sc Mackenzie* 

1751 Dr. Milward 

1757 Dr. Thompson and Sir 
Walter Blount 

1766 Drs. Palmer and Ball 

1770 Or. John Wall 

1773 Dr. C. Cameron 

1774 Dr. James Johnstone 
1776 Dr. Cotham 



1783 Drs. Johnstone & Cham- 
bers 
1793 Dr. John Johnstone 
17^ Dr. Seward 
1796 Dr. Mylne 

1800 Dr. iScey 

1801 Dr. Barnett 
1803 Dr. Wihoc Philip 
1814 Dr.Wood^att 
1816 Dr. Eyans 



1745 Messrs. Edwards and 

Russell 
1747 Mr. Jeffries^ 
1760 Mr. Edwards 
1767 Mr. Mountferd and Mr. 

Bagnall 



Surgeong. 



1777 Mr. Tubcrville 
1785 Mr. Pennell Cole 
1793 Mr. Sandford 
1798 Mr. Card en 
1815 Mr. Stephenson 



1745 Mr. Bonrnet 
1756 Mr. Dovey 
1758 Mr. Attwood 

1760 Mr. Hooper 

1761 Mr. Tipton 
1763 Mr. Wmnall 



House Surgeons and Apothecaries f . 



1784 Mr. Nash 
1793 Mr. Sylvester 
1797 Mr. Price 
1801 Mr. Blower 
1812 Mr. Hastings 
1816 Mr. Cole 



* Theie Gentbiiiln received a Vote of Thankg for their exertions ia 
establifbing the Infirmary, whioh, onitioonuneooeiiieot, wm not limited 
in its medical altendanta* 

t In 1763, we find thait the Apothecary and the iSecrelary's ntoatioa 
were oomhiDed, at 402. per ann. or if separate, the Apothecary to re- 
ceive SOI. board, &o. in the house, and the Secretary 102. without board. 
Mr. Winnall held these satoations* 

X His salary was 1502. per annum, the Secretary 101. 10s. and the 
Matron's increased, in 1748, to 82. The House Snryeon, &c. was ap* 
pointed by the Pbyiiouuii. 
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The first and last Reports of tAc Infirmary. 

For the year ending^ July l^ 

1817. 
Tn-patienls, 404 
Oat-paiieDt8,l610 

Receipts ^6684 13 7 

Disbursements... 2000 1 6 



From Jau. 1745, to March, 

1747. 
In-patients, 106 
Out-patienU, 204 

Receipts .£^775 10 IJ 

Disbursements... 612 17 8} 

The Convalescent Fund was established December 1, 1800^. 
Present Officers. 

Treasurers— Bermck and Co* 

Physician Extraordinary — Dr. Cameron. 

Physidans^iDr. Woodyatt. 

Surgeon Extraordinary — Mr. Pennell Cole. 

Suryeons-^Mr. Wm. Sandford, Mr. John Carden, and Mr. 

Tboibas Stephenson. 

Inspecting Apothecary^Mr. John Rayment. 

House Surgeon and Apothecary-^Mr. Herbert Cole. 

CAflpiain— Rev. Thomas Heynes. 

Auditors^Mr, John Horatio Savigny and Mr, Thos. Newman. 

Secreiary'^ViT. Thos. Jackson, Office, Mealcheapen-street. 

Maitronr^^r^ Catherine Pearkeg. 

* The mother-in-law of the Ute Mr. Partington, murdered aboot three 
years ago, and for which John Dobbins was executed, and afterwards 
anatomised, having gone to the hoipital to visit a patient, accompanied by 
a SOD of Mr. P.'s, expressed a wish to see the skeleton of Dobbins ; 
on its being shewn to her, she observed, that she ihoold have been better 
satisfied had he confessed the mnrder before he suffered, but had scarcely 
uttered the last word, when the screw by which the skeleton was sus- 
pended gave way, and down came the latter, fidling m a kneding pos- 
ture, to the great surprise and terror of the woman, who immediately 
Quitted the place.— Berrow** Worcester Journal, Dec. 5, 1799. 

t There are at present two yacanoiesfor Phyttcians. 
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Tabic of Years, Preachers^ and Sums collected ai 
the Infirmarjf* 

[The Miimtei of the lafinaarf do bot foroiah og with the Soms ooUooM 
by thoke GentleaMB where the amoant ii omitted to their munet.] 

£ 9. d. 
1749 Rev. Dr. Sma11ridf|re 

1760 Rev. Mr. Tottie 

1761 Rev. Dr. Jenoer 

1762 Rev. Dr. Waugb, Dean of Worcester 

1769 Rev. Mr. Meadowcoort 

1764 Rev. Archdeacon Tottie 

1765 Rev. Dr. Wilson 

1756 Rev. Dr. Lyttleton 

1767 Rev. Mr. Stilliogfleet 49 7 6 

1768 Ret. Mr. Holcombe '. 

1769 Rev. Dr. Williams 69 8 6{ 

1760 Right Rev. Lord Bishop of Worcester 

1761 Rev. Mr. Waugh 

1762 Rev. Dr. Charlton 

1763 Rev. Dr. Wanley 61 5 9 

1764 Rev. Dr. Nash 

1766 Rev. Sir Richard Wrottesley, Bart. Dean 

of Worcester 

1766 Rev. Mr. Taylor 68 9 4 

1767 The Hon. and Rev. Mr. Harley , 66 9 6 

1768 Rev. Dr. Green 

1769 Rev. Mr. Evans 

1770 Rev. Mr. Rawlins 

1771 Rev. Dr. Digby, Dean of Worcester 

1772 Rev. Dr. Warren , 76 13 

1773 Rev. Mr. Young, Prebendary of Worcester 60 9 6 

1774 Rev. Mr. Lane 

1776 Rev. Mr. Jennings 

1776 Rev. Mr. Pearkes 60 6 

1777 Rev. Mr. Fountain 66 8 

1778 Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Worcester 

1779 Rev. Dr. Foley, Dean of Worcester 49 4 6 

1780 Rev. Mr. Wickins, Vicar of Kiddernjinster 36 10 4 
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£ «. d. 
17SI Rcr.Mr. Stillmgfleet, Prebendary of Wor- 
cester • 44 12 2 

1782 Right Rev. the l^ord Bishop of Worcester 

1783 Hon. and Rev. Dr. St. John, Dean of Wor- 

cester 

1784 Rev. Mr. Baines 49 1 6 

1785 Rev. Mr. Carver, Prebendary of Worcester 

1786 Rev. Mr. Pluratree, Vicar of Stone 

1787 Rev. Dr. Lamb, Prebendary of Worcester 55 5 7 

1788 Rev. Dr. Fotbingbam, Fladbnry 51 1 6 

1789 Rev. Dr. Neve, Prebendary of Worcester 49 7 

1790 Rev. Mr. Waldron, Rector of Sal warp 55 13 

1791 Rev. Mr.Rilvert, Prebendary of Worcester 

1792 Rev. Mr. BuraleiD, Rector of Hanbiiry.... 56 2 

1793 Rev. Mr. Hughes, Prebendary of Worcester 51 6 l * 

1794 Rev. Dr. Lacas, Rector ut Ripple 55 15 

1795 Rev. Dr. Lay ward, Prebendary of Worcester 60 9 7 

1796 Rev. Martin Stafford Smith* Rector of 

Fladbury ^ 64 15 

1797 Rev. Dr. Onslow, Dean of Worcester 73 18 4f 

1798 Rev. Mr. Smith, Rector of Breedon 55 

1799 Rev. Dr. James, Prebendary of Worcester 60 

1800 Rev. Mr. Calcot, Great Witley 68 17 

1801 Rev. Dr. CoUinson, Prebendary of Wor- 

cester 102 19 6 

^802 Rev. Dr. Araphlett, Rector of Had sor 92 4 11 

1803 Rev. Dr. Wingfiehl, Prebendary of Wor- 

cester 66 6 

1804 Rev. Mr. Onslow, Vicar of Kidderminster 92 I 9 

1805 Rev. Mr. Meakin, Prebendary of Worcester 67 16 8 

1806 Rev.Mr. Taberville 52 

1807 Rev. John Fleming St. John, Prebendary 

of Worcester 80 19 4} 

1808 Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Worcester 104 2 6 

1809 Rev. Richard F. Onslow, Vicar of Ki'J- 

derminster 83 7 

1810 Rev. John Ranks' Jenkinson, Prebendary 

of Worcester 101 8 

1811 Rev. Wm. Digby, Offenham 94 8 



Digitized by 



Google 



310 

1812 Rev. F. Seymour Flemiog St. John, Pre- 

bendary of Worcester • Ill 4 2 

1813 Rev. J. W. Baus^h, Rector of Ripple 107 2 6 

1814 Rev. JobQ Banks Jenlunson, Prebendary 

of Worcester , 94 1 

1815 Rey. Charles Dunne, Rector of EarPs 

Croome 72 12 i} 

1816 Rev. Dr. Forrester, Prebendary of Wor- 

cester , 65 7 9 

1817 Rev. Thomas Price, Vicar of St. Peter's, 

Worcester 55 12 6 

The following extraordinary instance of perverse- 
ness in one of its patients, which occurred in the 
first year of its opening, was thus announced in 
the weekly Worcester Journal^ March 1743'-6 : 
'* Whereas we had above a month, in the Worces- 
ter Infirmary, £L perverse tsxyman^ who took a malig- 
nant pleasure in disturbing our other patients of 
the same ward, by making such horrid noises in 
the night as. quite broke their rest and obstructed 
their recovery ; and whereas we acquainted the 
officers of her parish of the necessity of removing 
her, notwithstanding which they refuse to remove 
or receive her, — we therefore find ourselves obliged, 
in order to prevent such a misfortune fbr the future, 
to make the following rule:— viz. * That who- 
ever recommends an in-patient shall name some 
place to which such in-patient may be removed in 
^case the said in-patient, through perverseness or 
distraction, shall greatly disturb the rest of the 
sick people.' 

" By order of the Physicians, 

" J. KINGS, Secretary." 
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The House of Industrt, situate on Tallow 
Hill, a delightfbl eminence, just without the east- 
ern boundary cJTthe liberties of the city, is a pub- 
lic building noticable from its fitness of design for 
the variety of purposes for which it is applied. It 
is G!blculated to hold ISO persons : it has a centre 
building 116 ft. by 44 ft. two wings detached 30 ft. 
from the centre building. The north wing consists 
of two stories, on the ground floor of which is the 
kitchen, bake>house, ddiry, and laundry ; the 
kitehen and laundry occupy two stories in height, 
and over the other apartments are bed-rooms for 
the people employed in that wing. On the ground 
floor of th6 south wing are two rooms for aged 
people, past labour, a room for stripping and 
washing the poor on admission, with an oven for 
baking their clothes, a hot and cold bath, with a 
brewhouse, occupy the two stories. The one pair 
of stairs floor is divided into wards for the sick, 
with proper water-closets, &c. In this wing is a 
large reservoir of water, which is supplied by a 
pump from the brewhouse, and from thence distri- 
buted by pipes to every part of the building. The 
centre building is 40ft. high: on the ground floor, 
in the centre of the east front, is a dining-room, 
66 ft. by 19 ft. with four tables, where all the poor 
assemble at their meals. The same space of the 
west front is occupied by a hall, the directors* 
room, the boys' school-room, the girls* school- 
room, and the women^s sitting-room after work.* 
At the nortb end of the building is the mattron'? 
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room, with larder and store-rooms, alao a wotic- 
room for women; and at the south end is the 
steward's room, men's room after work, and a 
work-room. The one-pair of staird floor is diyid- 
ed into diflferent work-rooms, with twQ bed-rooms ; 
one at the north end for the matron, and one at 4he 
south end for the steward. The two-pair of stairs 
floor is divided into different sleeping-rooms, one 
half for men and boys, the other for woknen and 
girls, with some small bed-rooms for the married 
people. At each end of the building is the stair- 
case ; that of the north end for the women and girls, 
that of the south end for the men and boys. la 
order to obtain a free circulation of air, a number 
of tin funnels, four inches and a half diameter, 
are placed in the cieling of each room and con- 
ducted through the roof to the open air. Under 
part of the building are dry cellars, for beer, &c» 
between each wing and the principal building two 
inclosed yards are provided, with a number of 
sheds in each for different purposes; and before 
the east front of the building are airing yards for 
the different classes. At the south end of the 
building is the garden, at the north end a farm 
yard, and to the' east an inclosed burying ground, 
consecrated by the Lord Bishop of Worcester, June 
31, 1795. The architect to this building was Mr. 
Byfield, of Craven-street, London :— *it was begun 
in June, 1793, and finished Dec. 1794. The Wor* 
cester House of Industry has be^n established and 
erected under an Act of Parliament obtained for 
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that purpose in 1792, by which the wardens are 
incorporated by the name of ^^ The Wardens of 
the Poor of the several parishes of the city of 
Worcester, and of the parishes united there- 
to." The number of wardens, or directors of 
the poor, are twelve, of which the mayor, in con- 
sequence of his office, is always one. The house 
of industry, though situate within the line of the 
city boundary east, is deemed within the city for 
the purposes of the act only : the corporation of 
wardens have no power or authority over any alms* 
house, hospital, or other special donation what*^ 
ever, ih any of the said parishes now or- hereafter 
to be erected. When the profits of the poor^s la* 
bour in this house shall be sufficient for their 
maintenance the rates for their support are to cease* 
Under the provisions and in execution of this act^ 
justices of the peace, properly qualified, may act 
in the united capacities of magistrates and direc* 
tors of this institution, to whom powers are dele- 
gated to apprehend poor persons and provide fop 
their relief; children are taken in to be appren- 
ticed, who may also be discharged or hired out; 
but the indenture is not assignable without the 
consent of the directors. The directors conti- 
nue in office three years,^ at the end of which 
four of them are removed by ballot and four others 
elected, a treasurer and three auditors are also 
appointed. The chaplain, the governor, steward, 
and matron, are appointments in this institution to 
which salaries are annexed, 
aa 
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The parishes incorporated by this act are thef 
following :-^the averag;e expenditure 'for the relief 
of their poor, for five years preceding Easter, 1799^ 
amounted ta 1525/. per annum, viz.— 

In 1792/ 
All Saints ..w....«£290 
St. Andrew's 182 U 



6t. Alban's 47 

St. Clement's .... 108 

St. Helen's 187 

St Martin's 2d5 6 

StNichola's 303 

St. Swithin's 163 



In 1817. 

AllSainU ^^1305 O 

St. Andrew's.... 819 O 

St. Alban's...... 211 lO O 

St. Clement's... 486 O 

St. Martin's 1147 10 O 

St. Helen's 851 10 O 

StNichola's.... 1363 10 O 

St. Swithin's.... 688 10 



There are at present in this institution 139 per- 
(syons. 

The extent of the ground occupied by and for 
the use ofthis establishment, immediatelysurround-* 
ing and adjoining to the building, is 21 acres 3 roodd 
17 perches, the purchase of the fee simple of which 
amounted to 227 3L 3s. 3d. and the expense of the 
building to ,7318/. 7;. lOd. The poor of the in- 
corporated, parishes were first admitted in thi» 
building, Nov. 10, 1794* 

Th6 CiTT WoRJ^HousE was situateat the south- 
east end of the. Foregate-street, opposite Berlceley's 
hospital, from which the poor were removed to the*, 
hou^e of industry; it is now converted into hop 
warehouses. 

The Charitable Institut lo 

0/ the Trienniel Meeting of the Chairs of fVorces- 
tery Hereford^ and Gloucester. 
This musical treat, in aid of the purposes of 
charity, had its origin from the gentlemen of this 
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choir in the year 1720*, and it may be considered 
as the parent of all those of other counties, and is 
«ven prior in it» establishment to the celebrated 
commemoration of Handel. Their first meeting 
for musical performance was held in the Cathedral' 
of Worcester, Aug. 1722. Hereford and Glouces« 
ter, in the succeeding alternate years, pre>ented 
the same spectacle, and received the same success. 
In the year 1749, performers of the first eminei^jce 
from London were engaged. Pinto for the first 
time appeared as leader of the band, apd Trasi and 
3eard as . principal singers; sin^e which, the ta«. 
lents of Catalini and Stephen^ have graced the 
choirs. It was about this time that the inptitutioq. 
assumed its present form, and the admission mpf 
ney received at the church doors was appropriated^ 
under proper regulations, to the use of the widows 
and orphans pf the clergy within the three diocesea. 
The nobility and gentry of the respective counties. 
now decidedly stood forward in its support, under 
the denomination of the ^- Meeting of the three 
Choirs." Its annual performances were committed 
to the superintendance of two stewards, whose 
personal influence and characters might best ope- 
rate to the advantage of its charitable purposes ; 
the one appointed from the nobility and gentry, and 
the other from the clergy, .assisted by a co^duc.tor. 
of eminence. In the year 1788, its funds were in- 
creased by the royal presence, aided by the mu- 

* 1724 10 Lyion's a<}coapt of the Mosio Meeting;. 
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tiificent benevolence of the royal visitants to this 
citjr. In 1778 another institution was established, 
under the patronage of the then Lord Bishop 
North, in aid of the distribution annually made 
by the stewards of the Meeting of the three Choii*s« 
It has for its object the relief of the widows of 
clergymen and their children unprovided for, or 
not in a way of providing for themselves, and of 
such, clergymen as shall be disabled by age, sick^ 
ness, or infirmity, and have not income sufficient 
for the necessary support of themselves and their 
families. ' No widow or orphan is relieved by this 
institution, but those of such clergymen as, at the 
time of their death or incapacity, were possessed 
of some ecclesiastical preferment or curacy within 
the diocese of Worcester. For the more readily 
carrying the purposes of this institution into ef- 
fect, the diocese is divided into four distriotSj and 
two stewards are appointed to each ; viz. Kidder- 
minster and Bromsgrove, Worcester, Pershore, and 
Evesham, Stratford and Warwick. The Lord Bi« 
shop of Worcester for the time being is to be Pre- 
sident. 

lable cf the Sums collectedj with the Stewards 
J^amesy each Year, at the Worcester Music 
Meeting. 

Year, Sum, Stewards rf Charity, 

1725 48 18 Berkeley Green, £8q.-*Rev. Mr. La- 

vington. 
1728 39 7 Wm. Bromley, Esq.— Rer. Br. Birch. 
}731 54 Hen. Townsbend, Esq.*— Rer. Mr. La-. 

vington. 
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SUwarii cf Charity, 
Wm. Bromley ,. Esq.— ReT. Mr. Small- 

ridjfe. 
Wm. Davis, Gent.^ReT. Mr. Nott. 
F. C. HopioD, Esq.— Rev. Dr. Gpeen* 
Mr. Greenbank — Dr. Smaiiridge. 
Dr. Wall--.R«v. Mr. Miles. 
E.C.UoptoD, Esq.— Dr* Martin, (Dean> 
Mr. James Morg;an-*-Rcv. Mr. GriiHo. 
Hon. Ed. ISandys— Dr. Wauj^b. 
Dr. Charles Lyttelton— Tbos. Byrcli 

Savage. 
Rev. Dr. Johnson**Lord Foley. 
Hon. John Ward — Rev^ John Cocks. 
Right Hon. Wm. Dowdeswello— Rev. 

Sir R. Wrottesley, Bart. 
Sir H. Packington, Bart.-*Rev. Dr. 

Digby. 
Earl Coventry— Rev. T. Evans. 
Earl Plymooth-^Brownlow North, Bi-. 

shop of Worcester. 
Sir Charles Cocks— Rev. Dr. Foley. 
Hon. William Ward —Right Rev. Dr. 

Hurd, Bishop of Worcester. 
Hon. and Rev. Dr. St. John— Samuel 

Smith, Esq. 
Hon. Ed. Foley— Rev. Wm. Langford. 
Edw. Wigley-^Rev. Tbos. Fountaine. 
Ambrose St. John— Rev. Mr. Staflbrd; 

Smith. 
Sir Walter Blount— Rev. Dr. Onslow. 
Abraham Roberts, Esq.— Tbos* Hor- 

nyiiold. Esq — TUos, Bland, Esq.^ 

Rev. Thomas James, D.D.— Rev. 

Dr. Lucas— Rev.' Mr. Py ndar. 

* " I have not beard of toy accident, except a boy breaking his leg by 
getting op behind a cwrisge t the keg was oaoght in the wbeol and broke, 
and the boy hopp'd aoross the street, and placing his back againit a hoase^ 
eodeavoored to mend it« it being a wooden one ! ! I" We qoonted 1300. 
|^enoni.<— Lstter/rom Dr. Evans. 



Fp«r. 


SuiH. 




J734 


72 





1737 


60 





1740 


64 10 





1743 


94 10 





1746 


100 





1740 


142 10 





1762^ 


183 12 





1755 


251 9 


6| 


1758 


283 





1761 


400 





1764 


325 11 


6 


1767 


364 8 


6 


1770 


398 2 


6 


1773 


503 10 





1776 


507 15 





1770 


357 3 





1782 


339 6 





1785 


421 9 


6 


1788* 


602 7 





1791 


379 7 


2 


1704 


266 2 


2 


1797 


404 4 





1800 


488 18 


7 
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Ytar, Sum. Stewards of Charity* « 

1803 621 8 Jos. ScoU, Esq.— Robt. Berkeley, jtm. 

•r-Wffk, BjefLOcbamp Jjysoo, Esq. — 

Mev. John Smith-^Reir. Jos. Martia 

r-^Jtey. N. W. RobinsoQ. 
1806 714 9 1 Iiord roleyr-4IoD. J. W. Ward— An,- 

thoiDy Iiechmere, Esq.'T-Rev. Rtcd. 

Dacke-^Rer. Geo. Tul>€rville-r-R,ev. 

John Herbert. 
mfi 805 2 !^ yiscouDtDeerhnrst-rlJQn.W.H.L^i- 

teltOQ — Sir Thos. WinniDg^on, Bart. 

— Right Rev. Dr. Cornewali— Rev. 

J. WiQggeM, D. D.--Rer. Job& 

1812 906 5 4 The Right Hqd. the Earl of Plymouth 
7**-the Hpn, Major Cocks— Robert 
Cbambiers, Esq.— Rct. Mr. Meakin 
rrrRey. Mr. Calcotr— Re?. Mr. On.- 
slow. 

1815 738 14 4 Lord Arthur Hill— Ed ward Foley, Esq. 
r^Col. Bromley.— Rev. F. St. Ji>ba 
—Rev. Dr. Cookesr-Rev. H.. Dpni- 
ville*. 

The following are the Names of the Stewards appointed for thfi 
next Music Meeting, 

THE HIGH SHERIFF (waLL). THE REV. WILLIAM D1GBT. 

..THE HON. COL. LYGON,M.P. THE REV. DR. BOOKER. 

SIR EDWARD BLOUNT, BART. THE REV. THOMAS BLAGKALL. 

The following anecdotes are connected with these 
music meetings : — ^^ In 1767, Tenducci was engaged 
to perform for the sum of fifty guineas ; when the 
money was paid him, with true operatical dignity, 
he refused to give a receipt for it, alleging that 

f Tbo soau ■tated in Ljcoa's worky aad the Worcester Joanm), d9 not 
exactly a^ee io their total. 



Digitized by 



Google 



319 

^ he should be s^nt for to sing at all the horse-raced 
and cock-fightings in the kingdom, and that he 
would rather give his performance.' The steward^ 
the Right Hon. W. Dowdeswell, chancellor of the 
(Bxchequer, and the Rev. Sir KichardWrottesley, 
Bart, dean of Worcester, being informed of hi9 
objection and the terms in which it was made, 
conveyed a hint to him that they should be thank- 
ful for the fifty guineas; the hint was not lost upon 
him, he condescended to give a receipt for the sum 
for his own use." Another occurred in 1773, of a 
difierent complexion : ^^ the name of Miss Lineley 
was announced among those of the performers en- 
gaged for that year, but before the meeting took 
place she had become Mrs. Sheridan, and it was 
thence doubtful whether the public would be gra- 
tified by her apf^earance ; but it was the cause of 
the wido^? and the fatherless she had engaged in, 
and, true to that cause, she appeared for the last 
time before the bar of an applauding and uncom- 
monly splendid audience, and after pleading it 
with her wonted powers and with an angel's voice, 
thecompensiition of iOOgf. stipulated for hjer as 
Miss Lineley, was generously contributed to their 
relief by Mrs. Sheridan.**^ Madame Catalini re- 
turned to the managers fifty guineas of her remu- 
neration, and Mr. Braham and Mr. Yaughan 
10/. each to the charity, when they sung for its 
benefit. 

Lyiwo-in Charity, for the relief of married 
women in the city and its vicinity^ is entirely sup- 
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ported by voluntary contribution ; liberal dona- 
tions have been given, and many ladies have re* 
flected a high compliment on their sex by ccmtri- 
buting to the charity*in forming garments necessary 
for the claimants on their philanthropy. It was 
instituted in 1806, and is managed by a committee 
of Ladies, chosen among themselves out of the 
Whole number of subscribers: 2401 individuals 
have been relieved since its first establishment; 
and, to the credit of the ladies of Worcester^ the 
funds are rapidly increasing. 

Present acting Members for the year commencing 
April, 1818. 

ilfana^tfr— Miss Field, London Road. 
iSecrclajy—— Mrs. Darby. 

Ladies of the Comndttte. 

Miss Ferny liaug^h Mrs. T. Burlingbain 

Mrs. Bedford Mrs. Garuett 

Mrs F. Hooper Mrs. Spooner • 

Miss Wheeley Mrs. J. Humphrey 

Mrs. Aldhain Mrs. Sbapland 
Mrs. Ellis Viner. 

JStore Keeper—Mrs. Harris, Dark Alley, GpHegre precincts. 

Amount of subscriptions and donations in- } ^ai 1 or 

cludin^r interest on Exchequer Bills... j * 

Balance in the Bank, April, J817...... 09 10 3 

261 15 Of 

Expended 159 13 3 

In hand 4 7 8J 

Balance in the Bank, 1818 87 14 1 

92 1 9| 

251 15 Of 
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Tlie Comnktce of this institution have %lm pkm* 
fiure of informing its patronesses, that during tbe 
last year 310 women have received the benefit of 
this excellent charity; of thiH number two had 
twins, and that 3336 <844 more thvn the number 
mentioned at page 3S0) have been relieved by its 
resources since its establishment. 

Ytish^M's CHARlTr.---Mr. Robert Vellers, who 
from rather an humble beginning in business as a 
silk-mercer in this city, by constant assiduity, strict 
economy, and judicious management, acquired a 
considerable fortune ; which, b^ his will, made a 
short time previous to his death, he disposed of in 
the following manner : — after many specific legacies 
to select friends, he gave 6000/. to the Worcester 
Infirmary, to be paid to the governors of that 
. excellent institution by his executors, thus : the 
sum of 3000/. sterling, to be paid within two .years, 
according as the stdte of the funds may make it 
prudent for his executors to sell thereout; which 
suss, when so received, is to be applied by the 
governors for the permanent use of the institu- 
tion ; the interest to be paid and so applied in the 
mean time. And the remaining principal sums to be 
applied, in like manner, afte^ the several deceases 
of two annuitants ; namely, 100/. to his assistant, 
aged 40, to whom he also left an handsome legacy, 
for his diligent and fidthful services ; and SOL 
a year to his housekeeper, aged about fifty years. 
He also gave to the minister gnd churchwardens of 
St. Michael, in Bedwardine, the parish in whidb he 
s s 
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l^dtd many years, lOO/r the ititerest thereof to be 
applied by them for the benefit of th6 most deserv- 
ing poor : and to the ministers and Churchwardens 
of the eight united parishes within the city of 
Worcester, 100^. each, the interest thereof to be 
by them applied in like manner to the poor of their 
respective parishes. 

Mr. Yellersdi^ April 26, 1815, and was buried 
in a Tank in the cloister green of the cathedraL 

Auxii.iAur BiRLiB SociEtY. — This Society was 
established in 1813, under the auspices of the Earl 
of Coventry, as President^ and a considerable list 
of Vice-Presidents, comprising many of the prin- 
cipal nobility and public characters connected with 
the city and county* Its annual meetings are well 
attended. We select the concluding paragraph of 
one of its reports, as an evidence of the Christian 
spirit in .which it is conducted :>-«- 

^< Finally, your Committee have great satis&c- 
tion- in reporting, that the harmony which per- 
leaded its deliberations, at the commencement of 
its labours, has continued without the slightest in« 
terruption, no c&use for jealousy of distrust has 
occurred, no infraction been attempted upon the 
fundamental ^principles of the society ^ but it has 
been eminently conspicuous that the furtherance 
of a work of such universal acceptance, notwith- 
standing the shades of difference which may exist 
as. to religious opinions, has. a direct tendency to 
. promote and maintain ^ the unity of the spirit in 
the bond of peace :'^''-«jg2596 had been remitted to 
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the parent wmely, an^SOSd BiJ^ks'andTeiWtoMte 
had been di8tribut«;i^.kftom the coimnencainnmt 
to its fourth ailniyersarjr, held ia August, 1617^ 
. The,. ;Worg&8t£r -find Woecbstbrshirb Sof 
ciETT, held in London^ for apprenticing to witofiil 
trades the orphan children of freemen. This 8o» 
eiety originally met on the anniversary of King 
Charles's Restoration, for convivial purposes mece- 
ly ; but, in 1815, they extended their viewd to 
raising a fund for apprenticing poor children.*^ 
The following Officers were chosen for their Ar4 
niversary Dinner, May 29th, 1818 :^ 

PRESIDENT. 
The Hod. Col. Lvgon, M. F. 

VJCJI-PR^SIDBNTS. 



lU. Hon. Earl of Coventry 
Rt, Hod. Earl of Beauchamp 
Rt. Hon. Lord Foley 
Hon. W. H. by ttelton, M.P. 
Sir W. D. Gordon, M. P. 
Lord Vt. Dccrhorgt, M. P. 



W. Manning.Ksq. M.P. 
H. Howorth.Bsq. M. P4 
Sir.T.E.Winniogtoo,Bt, 
Jobo Taylor, Esq. 
W, Welch, E«^. 



STEWARDS. 

Rt.Hon.EarlofSeftoo.M.P. 1 Thomag Williams, Esq? 

JoboMartio, Biq. M. P. I Jasepfi Hooaan, Baa. 

Hod. John Coventry I John Easthopc, Esq. 

Hob. Tbos. Coventry | Joseph Sren son. Esq. 

' Geo. Amott.Eiq., I Thomas Scot I, E^q. 

Robert Felton, Esq. [ J. Hopkins, Esq. 

Abrabfun Turner, Biq,. j 

H. L. Jon ju, Secre^ry. . 

. To adTOcate the cause of so benevolent an insfi- 
tutiQii.wtH surely be at this4iine unnecessary ; but 
we cannot pass by tbis opportunity of referring to 
the beneficence of its exalted patron, the Earl erf 
Coventry^ Ifvho )ia8 omitted ^^aeither cgcpeiKie^^ nor' 
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to vewfar the ebaHty as entttos^vely &^* 
TUt^^as as it9 natvre will all^w. 

SsvsairHDKAir»8^stT, for tha reeovery of 
pavBOQs apparently dead, iraa instituted in Wor« 
cesler, August, 1786 : it consisted of a president, 
vtee-president, two trea^rers and a secretary, and 
directors. Sermons have been preached by the late 
Dean of Worcester, &c. and collections made in aid 
of this society. From the Worcester papers we 
kam, that , in 1797 a silver medallion tiras pre* 
seated to Mr. Gustance, of KiddermiBster, for hie 
successful exertions ; also, in 1809, Mr. Harris, of 
Sidbury, and Mr. Pounteney, pf Hanbury, received 
similar acknowledgments of their services. Since 
the establishment of this society, to Dec. 1809, it 
is recorded that upwards of 500 persons have been 
restored to life, many of whom were suicides. We 
shall indeed feel ourselves happy, if any thing we 
have said contribute to the revival of an institution 
so honourable to human nature^ The annual sub* 
scribers to this society have the satisfiietioii of 
knowing, that for the trifling sum of half a guinea 
annually, that they may be the means of saving a 
fellow creature from ^ premature death. For a 
detailed account of this charity, see a Sermm^ Sfc. 
By Dr. Lucas y published ai the request of the Society ^ 
]7^.««-fIn a room at the Hop*Pole, where the so- 
ciety held their meetings^ are two paintinge iUns* 
tcative of the objects ^f (his instituticm ^« 

^ 8m ElflglM l4Bet» iaaeribed to tha momorj «f Prinoe htoftAi^,9f 
Bttti»fiW|» drowMd 10 M OTMiovr of tbo Dasab*, in attoiD^tbg to m?o 
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1'^o»ofi«TEii' Female AtyvLt J^chool SbetvfYj 
was formed the year succeeding the Bible Society, 
1814, and may be considered in Home measure to 
have originated from it ; for, on the establishment 
of that institution, when the wants of the poor with 
respect to the Holy Scriptures were investigated, 
H was found that many heads of families, and others ' 
in mature life, while desirous of availing themselves 
of the benefit of a Bible, were deprived of it by 
their inability to read. Prompted by this circum- 
stance, and encouraged by the example of other 
places, and the success which had attended similar 
institutions, particularly those at Bristol, as ex-', 
emplified in Dr. Pok*s Treatise on Adult Sckoois^ 
H number of females of the Society of Friends, but 
who were afterwards joined by several benevolent; 
persons of other religious denominations, proposed 
and carried into effect the present laudable under- 
taking :— its rules are clear and explicit, and ad-; 
mirably calculated to promote the object in view^ 
We select the following, as constituting the funda*. 
mental principles of the society :— " That the pri- 
mary object of this society be to teach persons to 
read the Holy Scriptures, and that all poor womeq: 
of every religious persuasion, of 16 years or up** 
wards, be considered eligible for admission :— that 
a coinmittee, consisting of 15 persons, be chosen 

bis sobjeots from • timilar fate* addreised to tbe members hj HoUaaA- 
CoQksojr, of the Severo Hamane Societj, and recited at their AuuTeij^* 
»rj, A^g. \0, 1789; James Martin, Esq. M.P. VioerFrencM^ 
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froBiaaiong the su1i>8criber8, oaeof wbom sliaU fill 
the offi^ of treasurer, and another that of secre*^ 
t^rj :"— that the secretary and conductresses shall 
draw up a report of the state of the school, wbich^ 
after having been approved by the committee, shall, 
be presented to the general meeting of subscribers : 
*^that all annual subscribers of 5$, and donors of 
5/« or upwards, be considered members of the so- 
ciety :-^that per9onal cleanliness be particularly 
attended to by the learners: — that a portion of 
the Scriptures be read by the conductress, at the 
commencement and close of the school, and that 
silence be strictly kept, not only during the read* 
ing, but also for a short time before and after it :•««' 
that no tracts or other publications be admitted inta 
the school, without being previously examined and 
approved by the committee ; nor shall they allow 
those in which any disputed points of doctrines, or 
the peculiar tenets of any religious society, are in* 
troduced." The school, at its commencement, wafr 
restricted to 12 learners, but it is now considerably 
enlarged, and the average number instructed, dur-- 
ing the last year, was 34. It is held at the Com^ 
MANOERY, Josh. Burlingham, the present occupier, 
having kindly accommodated the committee with a. 
suitable room for the purpose : 1 18 women, front 
the ages of 16 to 76*, have been admitted since the 
commencement of the school, 77 of whom could not 

* There is one ^oman atteiifling the school 80 jettn of' age* who has 
made great progress ; she was vpwards of 7& when tdnilted, and was the 
^fsi applicant. 
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l^ead words of two letters, and several of them did 
not know their alphabet ; of these, 39 have been 
taught to read well in the Bible. This improve- 
ment is the more remarkable and encouraging, as 
the time occupied by the learners is so short, (only 
two hoUi-8 in the week) both for reading and writ- 
ing, in which is included the time appropriated to 
reading at the opening and conclusion of the 
school. Hence it appears, that a year's instruction 
in the adult school, is not equal in point of time to 
that of three weeks and a day at a regular weekly 
seminary. The present number in the school is 
38. When the scholars have made such progress 
in their learning as is deemed sufficient, they are 
dismissed from the school, and if their conduct has 
been meritorious, they are then presented with a 
Bible or Testament. This little establishment has 
excited the attention of many strangers, who have 
expressed much satisfaction on visiting it; and, 
when we consider its judicious arrangements, the 
assiduity and attention of the teachers, and the di^ 
Itgent and decorous behaviour of the learners, we 
may safely assert, that it is one of the be.»t regu- 
lated charitable institutions in the city. The time 
of attendance for education at this school is from 
half past two to half past four every Sunday. 

The Worcester Institution for the Relief 
OF THE Poor, in Soup, &c. &c. This city has 
never been backward in affording relief to the la- 
borious classes of its inhabitatits, in cases of emer- 
gency; but during the distressing winter of J816, 
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the exertions were so great, tbe assistance afforded 
to the poor so extensive, and the mode of preparing 
the soup, which was cooked by steam, so novel, 
that it deserves particular notice. An account of 
the process, accompanied by a descriptive engrav* 
ing of the steam kitchen, was published at the re- 
quest of the general nieetipg of the subscribers, 
by Mr. Stanley Pumphrey ; from which, and thft 
report of the committee, which is annexed to it, 
we learn, that 2333L 13s, Od. was collected by vo- 
luntary subscription ; that 1398 tons 15 cwt. of 
the best Bilston coal were delivered to the poor, 
at their own doors; J S3 tons, the gift of Lord 
Dudley and Ward, and other benevolent indivi- 
duals, were dispersed gratuitously, the rest being 
sold to them at id, per cwt. — 1 cwt. per week being 
allotted to each fire-place. Thus a seasonable relief 
was afforded them, during eleven of the most in<- 
clement weeks ; but the principal assistance was 
rendered in the article of food, as it appears, that 
from the beginning of January to the end of May, 
nearly S00,000 quarts of good meat soup, with as 
many penny loaves, were distributed ; one quart of 
soup and a penny loaf being sold for a penny, tbe 
proportion of each being regulated by the number 
in family. One paragraph we cannot refrain from 
giving verbatim, as it manifests a degree >of gene- 
rosity on the part of an individual not often to be 
met with, viz. ^^ At the end of April, your com- 
mittee found that tbe extensive relief which bad 
been afforded^ had nearly exhausted tbe funds, 
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And thinking it desirable that this relief should not 
be withdrawn abruptly, it was resolved to discon- 
tinue the bread ; this resolution bi;coining known 
to Mrs. Stillingfleet, of the College Green, she 
voluntarily proposed to supply the bread, as usual, 
during the remaining four weeks, which the dis- 
tribution was calculated to continue, and which 
she has most liberally done at an expence to her- 
self of 152/. With respect to the mode of cooking 
the soup by steam, economy, cleanliness, and con« 
venience are among its leading recommendations; 
it has been found that one fire only is capable of 
making a much larger quantity of soup, than three 
in the usual method, and that the same number of 
hands can provide 1500 quarts dailj/^ with greater 
ease and facility than 1100 were cooked three times 
a week by the former mode. The quality of the 
soup is likewise peculiarly rich, about one-third 
j>art of the liquid being pure distilled water from 
the condensation of the steam, and the boiler lids 
^being made to fit tight, and almost constantly clos- 
ed, the evaporation is thereby prevented^ and the 
advantages of a digester in degree attained, without 
its inconvenience and expence; add to these cir- 
cumstances, the impossibility of the ingredients 
burning to the bottom of the boilers, no fire being 
near them, and the advantages must be strikingly 
tipparent. The whole additional expence incurred 
by this mode of cooking the soup does not exceed 
40/. or 45/. ; it was not necessary at Worcester to 
provide, on an average, above 1500 quarts daily> 

TT 
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but the apparatus is fully competent to make trebte 
that quantity ; and, when we consider that, on thi» 
limited scale, the saving in fuel and labour was so 
great as to reimburse the whole expence of its 
erection during the first season only, the adop- 
tion of it in places where the population is much 
greater, must be a measure of high importance, 
especially in those districts where the price of coal 
renders economy in that article a consideration of 
moment. The apparatus is perfectly safe, and 
very simple, and may be entrusted to the care of 
^ny steady and attentive person. Our cook had 
never seen any thing of the kind before, but he 
immediately entered upon the management of it, 
and conducted it in such a manner that the deli- 
very of the soup was not retarded a quarter of an^ 
hour, by any accident, during the whole period ; 
and although made daily, yet, by adopting a pro- 
per system, he found ample time for all his pur- 
poses, without incurring the charge of neglect or 
confusion. One great advantage in this mode 
must have forcibly struck those who Jbtave visited 
soup-houses on the old plan, and the Worcester 
steam kitchen. I have myself been in several while 
the soup was preparing, and was not able, on en- 
tering, to see three yards before me ; the lids of 
the boilers being open, the room was completely 
enveloped in steam, and although there were four 
or five persons employed, I could not immediately 
discover any one ; this inconvenience is a natural 
consequence attached to the usual method. The 
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inifredientff must be kept alnost eonstanily stirred ; 
to do this the coverings of the boilers must be re- 
moved, aod in a large public kitchen, where, pro- 
bably, a thousand gallons were boiling, we need 
not be surprised at such an effect. Nothing of the 
kind is known with us ; a stranger on entering the 
Worcester steam kitchen would scarcely suppose 
tbat any cookery was in process ; the boilers being 
covered with deal, and kept clean, and the pipes, 
concealed behind a deal partition, little presents 
itself to view, except the appearance of a deal 
dresser; but on drawing up the lids, which is done 
by means of pullies, the soup is seen in a state of 
violent ebullition, without the apparent agency of 
fire ; the power of the steam, which is introduced 
neiur the bottom of the boiler, driving the several 
ingredients from thence, and distributing them 
throughout the body of the soup : merely by turn- 
iog a cock, the boiling of the liquid is immediately 
stopped, or regulated at pleasure. Four or six 
boilers may be employed at the same time, and by 
the same fire ; or, what may to some persons appear 
singular, the soup may be boiled, with equal safety 
and convenience, in wooden tubs, as in iron boilers, 
which was the case at Kindal and at Liverpool ; at 
which places, the writer of these observations has 
since found, that the principle of cooking adopted 
by the Worcestershire institution, has been simul* 
taneously acted upon." As the publication from 
which we have selected the foregoing particulars, 
and which contains an engraving and description 
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of the apparatus, with ample instructions for its 
use, has recently made its appearance, the impro* 
prlety of entering more at large on the subject 
here must be apparent. We, however, cannot 
avoid remarking, that it appears calculated to pro- 
duce extensive benefit, and is well worthy the at- 
tention of the public. The profits which may ac- 
crue from the sale of the pamphlet will be applied 
to some charitable institution. 

Ladies Fund.-— In addition to the general fund 
above alluded to, for the relief of the poor, the 
ladies of this city having collected, from door to 
4pory the sum of 235/. including a contribution of 
10/. from Lord Beauchamp,. united to contribute 
their aid also, in making up clothing to be sold 
at low prices to deserving objects, affording the 
means of supplying 2000 persons, during the dis- 
tressing winter of 1817, with such articles as they 
stood in need of, besides laying out upwards of ' 
40/. in needle-work; at once affording employ- 
ment and further relief to distressed, but industri- 
ous females. 

Committee for distributing Blankets and 
Men^s Clothing, during the winter season; for 
a particular account of which, see the Worcester 
papers for December, 1817. 

School for the Education of the Children 
OF THE Poor, in the Prinicples of the Church 
o^ England, was opened April 27, 1812, in the 
builciing erected for a riding-school, in Frog- 
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tene*, on the Madras system, first invented by Dr. 
Bell, intended as a national school for the instruction 
of youth of both sexes, in reading, writing, and ac- 
compts. It is supported by voluntary subscriptions 
and donations ; among the names of the former, 
are the present Lord Bishop of the diocese 100/. 
and the 'Dean and Chapter 30/. per annum. The 
number of boys at this time are 200, and the girls 
ISO, the latter of whom are educated at the Trinity. 
In addition to these schools, are the Sunday Schools 
fi>r both sexes, composed of children belonging to 
the various parishesf . 

Subscription Freb School, without St. Mar« 
tin's Gate, near to Messrs. Grangers* china manu- 
factory, was erected for the instruction of boys, in 
reading, writing, and arithmetic, upon Mr. Lan- 
caster's system. On a stone tablet, in the front of 
the building, is inscribed, 

** Subscription Free School, 1810." 
The present number of children amount to 16!^. 

Ti(E BRIDGB.>»-The old bridge to this city being 
narrow, inconvenient, and unsafe, Henry Crab 
Boulton and John Walsh, Esqs. then members for 
the city, gave 3000/. either for repairing the old or 

• This is a roomy stracinre, well adapted for the parpose of exercising 
honbB, and was used for the Dragoons when qaartared in Worcester. 
Here the French, Spanish, and Dutch prisoners of war were lodged in 
1782. Over the gateway of the entrance of this school xvw the followinn; 
inscription: — "Erected by the Queen's Own Regiment of Dragoons, 
MDCCLII." 

t " Yesterday, Mr. Richard Moselcy received an elegant | iece of plate, 
lor his laadabie attention to th« Sunday ^ehooU.'^ •^•Worcester Papm'^ 
J'ebnutry, 1807. 
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building a new bridge. An act of parliament wai 
obtained in 1768 for building the present bridge. 
The old one had stood 468 years. The new one 
was began building July 35, 1771 ; the first stone 
of which was laid by the Right Hon. G. Wm. Earl 
of Coventry, in the mayoralty of Edw. Wellings, 
in the August following, and completed in 1780, ia 
the mayoralty of Samuel Crane, Esq. The late 
John Gwynne was the architect, and it was open- 
ed to the public Sept. 17, 1781. On its centre, to 
the north, is the head of Sabrina*, and on its 
south, the city arms ; and, on the stone tablets in 
the centre of the parapets of the bridge, is the 
name of the architect. This elegant structure of 
stonoi consists of 5 semi-circular arches, springing 
5 feet above the lowest water ; the diameter of the 
centre arch is 41 feet, the span of the others de- 
clining in a very small proportion ; the extent of 
the bridge, from bank to bank, is about 270 feet, 
and its width, between the parapets, near S5 feet, 
of which a flag pavement, of 4 feet on each side, 
is provided for foot passengers; theends of the 
bridge are returned by a range of ballustrades, 
extending 73 feet, between which and the river are 
considerable lengths of flag pavement, 13 feet wide^ 
leading through arches designed for towing-paths, 
to prevent interruption to carriages, &c. ; passing 

* Sabrina, daaghter of Lady Elstride, paramoar to Locrine, King of 
Britnn, 1064 years before the birlb of Christ, was drowned wUfa ber 
nother in Ibis river, by GoendaUne Locrioes, Qaseiij from wbcnce the 
■uae of Severn took its origin from S^brioa 
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erer tlie bridge, at the west end, two ornamental 
toU«bouses are erected. The view of this bridge 
in uncommonly good from Broad-street ; it forms a 
fore«ground io the Malvern hills, which are seen 
in the distance to great advantage. The expence 
of building the new bridge, opening and complet- 
ing the avenues, and forming the quays, are stated 
to have amounted to S9,84S/. There was a clause 
in the act of parliament for building this bridge, 
which says, ^^ that when the sum borrowed on the 
security shall be reduced to 5000/. the toll on foot 
passengers shall cease. In the year 1809, the 
trustees had a meeting, when, it being ascertained 
that on the next day the debt would be reduced to 
1000/. notice was given, that on twelve o'clock on 
Saturday night, July 2, the toll would be no 
longer payable." In consequence of this, a very 
large concourse of persons assembled on the bridge 
at the above-mentioned hour, when several small 
cannons were discharged, and the bells rang a 
merry peal on the occasion. This toll had been 
levied for nearly 40 years, the act for the erection 
of the bridge having passed in 1769 : it was laid on 
the old bridge some years, until the new one was 
opened, Sept. 1781. At the last letting of the tolls, 
the foot-toll was let for 1390/. and the other toll 
for 510/. per annum. It is a singular circumstance, 
that Wm. Broughton, a sail-maker, who paid the 
first halfpenny as atoll, paid'also the last half- 
penny, after a lapse of 28 years from th^ opening 
of the new bridge. 
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The City Water Works, originally situate 
at the end of the new bridge, and the conflux of 
the divided stream of the river by an iftlet*, now 
cleared away, which extended itself from the old 
bridge to that place (the left current on which they 
stood bearing the name of the Little Severn), were 
removed and re-constructed at the upper end of 
Pitchcroft. This building has also been abandon- 
ed, and a steam-engine enected, in 1810, on the 
south end of Pitchcroft, from whence the reservoir 
in Trinity is supplied, which serves the city to the 
remotest parts with water. A roller pump, on an 
improved principle, for which a patent has been 
obtained, was ere.^ted in 1818, for the purpose of 
raising water from the Severn into the large basin 
of the Worcester Canal, where it throws up about 
900 gallons of water per minute, through a ten- 
inch bore. The water-rate, levied on the inhabi- 
tants of this city, includes also the lighting of the 
lamps and the paving of the carriage way. 

The Severn, in Latin Sabrina^ is so called from 
Sabrj sand ; Sabririy sandy ; because this river is 
often muddy, especially when hasty rains come 
from the Welch mountains. 

Baxter derives it from Jffa au^ rian ;.ha being an 
article signifying the au rian queen, or chief river. 
Its Saxon name is Saefernei, or sea flowing. It bas 

its rise in Plinlymnion Hill, in Montgomeryshire ; 

« 

* A cnrioos^Tiew of ttie old Bridge is in the possestioD of Mr. Williuns, 
of Pitmaston ; from which view, Mr« Pitman, of Worcester, has i 
copj for Mr, W. 



Digitized by 



Google 



337 

enters this county a little above Bewdley, which 
town divides from Wrebbenhall, havings there a 
bridge. Before it reaeheft Worcester, it receives 
Beverborfij or the otter water. It runs with a 
swift current by the city ; receives the waters fi*om 
the Worcester and Birmingham canal at Diglis ; 
about a mile and a half from thence the Teme falls 
into it, and forms a junction with the Avon, pre- 
vious to its entering Gloucestershire. The Severn 
is navigable for vessels of 110 tons to Gloucester, 
90 to Tewkesbury, 80 to Worcester, 60 to Stour- 
port and Bewdley, 40 to Shrewsbury, and 30 to 
Pool Quay; though, during floods, it is capable 
of carrying vessels of more considerable burthen. 
•* Although,'* continues Nash, " the Severn has 
been navigable from very early times, yet the first 
vessel loaded with coal was brought to Worcester 
by water by one Richard Denson, barge master, 
in the year 1570." The tolls and customs of the ri- 
ver, and the repairs of the bridges and quays, were 
very anciently put under the care of a water bailiff, 
an officer appointed annually. No person can be 
arrested or held to bail on the river within the 
liberties of the city, without the officer taking the 
water bailiff to protect him in his duty. 

Salmon.-— This fish was formerly so plentiful in 
this river, that many persons, when they bound 
their children apprentice, thought it necessary to 
insert an article, ^' that the master should not feed 
them with salmon above twice a week.''-— 25 Hen. 
III. Liberat. m. SI. the King orders the bailiffs of 

u u 
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Gloucester to buy for his use SO lampreys and 60 
salmon, of the best Calewar, or Calver salmon-^ 
salmon in high season and fat, the fat lying in 
strata between the flakes of the fish, and when 
boiled becomes white | but if the fish be killed, or 
die a few hours only before it is dressed, this fat 
dissolves, does not appear when boiled, and the 
whole fish is less firm :-^he King also orders to 
make some of them into 150 cakes^ and the rest to 
be salted, and to buy likewise SOO shad, and to 
send them to Westminster on Christmas eve. 

The Lamp ret, found also with the shad in the 
Severn. " We may observe," says Dr. Nash, 
^^ how the season for lampreys and shad is changed ; 
it would be extremely difiicult, if not impossible, 
to procure them at Christmas ; of late years they 
seldom come earlier than April or May. I find, in- 
deed, in a MS. of Mr. Townshend, of Elmley- 
Lovett, that Jan. 27, 1662, he gave 13s. 4(/. each for 
lampreys, fresh out of the Severn, to send to Lon- 
don. This seems a great price, though we find, 
in the reign of Henry lU. an order issued forbid- 
ding any one to sell a lamprey at a higher price 
than Ss. which was equal to a guinea in these 
days. The price of them now (1781) is from 10*. 
to 2s. according to the plenty in the market, and 
the size of the fish which commonly weighs about 
three pounds. It may perhaps surprise persons 
unacquainted with the sagacity and instinct offish, 
to tell them, that though the river Avon, at its 
mouth, near Tewkesbury, exactly resembles the 
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Severn, yet n6 salmon, shad, larmprey, or lampertiy^ 
^ver mistake their course or go up the Avon. His- 
torians tell us Henry I. died from eating too many . 
lampreys. The lainipern is to tke lamprey what 
the craw-fish is to the lobster; it resembles it 
pretty much in shape and taste, though the con- 
noissenrs say it is not so firm or rich ; it is about 
the size of a man's finger, from 13 to 18 inches 
long. These fish are found in other rivers besides 
the Severn, but whether they do not meet with so 
good cooks, or whether the fish have not the same 
merit, I know not; theycertainly are not valued 
unless they come from the counties of Gloucester or 
Worcester, that this, the course of the Severn ; from 
thence they are sent over England, and several 
lately, ready stewed, to the Empress of Russia and 
other princes." 

Worcester and Birmingham Canal. — Ads 
31, 38, and 44 of Geo. III. — The general direction 
of this canal is nearly N. E. for 29 miles in the 
counties of Worcester and Warwick ; it crosses the 
grand ridge by a tunnel ; its objects are the export 
of coals, ^nd amorc direct communication between 
Birmingham and the Severn river, and to avoid 
the necessity of shifting goods from one vessel to 
another. At Selly Oak it is joined by the Dudley 
canal, and at King's Norton by the Stratford canal. 
Bromsgrove and Droitwich are also considerable 
towns near this canal, which commences in the 
Severn river at Diglis, just below Worcester, and 
terminates in the old Birmingham, and the Bir- 
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minglmin and Fazelej canals, at their janction at 
Farmer's bridge, at the upper end of the town of 
Birmingham. From the Severn to Tardebig, 15 
miles, 18 a rise of 4S8 feet by 71 locks ; thence to 
the Birmingham canal, 14 miles, is level. The 
width of the canal at top is 42 feet, and the depth 
is 6 feet; the locks are 80 feet long and 15 feet 
wide ; the boats are of SO tons burthen. There 
are 4 or 5 principal and several smaller culverts ; 
the principal tunnel, at West Heath, is 3700 yards 
long, 18 feet high, and 18| feet wide within the 
arch; the depth of water therein is 7f feet. At 
Tardebig is another, of 500 yards in length ; at 
Shortwood is another, of 400 yards in length ; at 
Oddingley, one of 120 yards, and at Edgbaston, 
another of 110 yards in length : four of these tun- 
nels are upon the summit pound. Near Coston 
Ifacket there is an immense piece of deep cutting. 
In 1794 Mr. Camels machine, worked by a horse, 
at length was used for excavating the soil instead 
of wheeling it out in barrows. Where the summit 
pound of this canal connects with the Birmingham, 
the Dudley, and the Stratford canals, stop locks 
are erected, which the several companies may shut 
and lock up when the supplies of this or the other 
canals fail, so as to endanger the lowering of the 
summit pound, or level, to obstruct the navigation. 
This canal was at first intended to carry barges, 
but the width required for the purpose was pre- 
sumed to add greater expence than advantage to 
the undertaking. In May, 179G, the eastern end 
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of this canal, as far as the Stratford canal, at 
King's Norton, was completed. The arching of 
the West Heath tunnel was begun on the 38th of 
July, 1794 ; the whole of it was turned by the 95th 
of February, 1797, (1780 yards having been com* 
pleted in the year 1796), and in March, 1797, the 
navigation was extended through it to Hopwood 
wh£irf ; and, in the following year, the same was 
extended to the western end of the summit pound 
at Tardebi(|^. The company were authorised by 
their two first acts to raise 399,9S9/. I5. l{d. their 
whole shares being made hereby of the odd value 
of 138/. I7s. 9d. each: these were said to be de- 
preciated in value almost to nothing ; but, in 1802, 
they had risen to 40/. each. The last act was for 
raising a further sum of money for completing the 
very difficult part of the line, and supplying lock- 
age water, by steam engines to pump it from the 
Severn, by reservoirs, &c. The rates of tonnage, 
owing to the several junctions with the neighbour- 
ing canals, are very complicated. — See Cary*s In^ 
land Navigation^ pages 68 to 70. 

Two-pence per ton is charged on goods entering 
the Worcester basin from the Severn river to le 
there unloaded. This company, we believe, gua- 
rantees the future profits of the Droitwich company 
to the extent of 5/. per cent, annually on each 
share, and those of the Stourbridge company to 91. 
per cent, on each share ; they are also to compen- 
sate the water bailifi* of Worcester for his dues on 
coals sold ou the Severn at Worcester ; they are 
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also ta pay to Geo. Perrot, Esq. as owner of tlife 
Stratford Avon Navigation, 400/. per ann. foi^ the 
loss of hiv tolls on the upper part of that river, by 
the making of this and the Stratford canal, besides 
making up any deficiency there may thereafter be tit 
bis rents of 1227L for tlH$ tolls on the lower part of 
that river. The scheme of this canal was laid in 
1790, when a bill was brought into Parliament, but 
the opposition of interests and the natural diffi- 
culties of this vast undertaking then proved fatal 
to it ; but the ground was surveyed, and an act at 
length passed for this purpose, in June, 1791. As 
the necessary consequence of such ameasute, when 
completed, would naturally be considered to, di- 
minish tbe demand for freight in vessels of 6mall 
draught, calculated to go up the shoal part of the 
river to the Stourport ciinal, it is^ notsui^prising 
that it should meet with great opposition. In fact> 
great resistance was made* tOv the bill, not only by 
canal, proprietoi^s- and lock, owners, but also, by 
persons interested in mill streams, &c. The peti* 
tion, however, in favour of the bill, was indicative 
of the public sense of t-he propriety of the measure, 
it being signed by 6058 persona, and the petition 
itself,, from this cause, became> 14 yards long!!— 
The expence of cutting Ihis canal was enormous, 
as the cutting in somo places was 3& feet deep^ yet 
the* proprietors spared even in the construction 
of additional facilities of eommunieation, and in 
the Barnbrook embankment there is a waggon 
road below the line of canal, which is sufficient 
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height to admit of any load passing through.*^ 
Another tunnel was obliged to be cut between 
AlTechurch and King's Norton, upwards of a mile 
in length, through a bed of loose marl, full of 
springs. This occupied several years, and deserves 
the praise due to a work of great expence, labour, 
and difficulty. The summit level of this canal, 
from the wharfs at Birmingham, is 16 miles and 
three quarters in length. There are two basins 
for the canal boats— one near Sansom Fields, op a 
level considerably above that, of the river, and 
another at Diglis. This canal was at length com* 
pleted December 4, 1815, and thus a direct com- 
municiition was opened from Birmingham, Man- 
chester, and the north of England, through Wor- 
cester to Bristol, and various parts of the west. 
Mr. JohnSmeaton was one of the engineers to this 
canal. — Rees^s Cyclop* 



An Accwmt o^ the M^aiihfy Amount of Tonnage, Wharf age^ 
^c.from the opening of tke Navigation into the River '^^ 
vern, on the 4th December ^ 1815. 

1«15. s^. «. ». 

Deo. SO. — Ist mootb » • 8^ (7 4 

1816. 

Jan. 27. Sd ditto 778 16 11^ 

Feb. 24. — 3d ditto (mDcii I'rosit) 436 6 lo| 

M arch 30.— 4th ditto I 'i" 67 1 5 8 J 

April 27. — 5th ditto 1063 8 1 1 1 

May S5. 6th ditto 985 16 9i 

' 5368 1 9 7 Amount of 1 si aix months 
Deduct Drawbacks 71 d 4J 

_- ,f5?97 14 '^^ 
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£ •. D. 

Jane 29.-— lit nonth • . • • «^.. 1056 8 4 

Jply <7.r — Sd ditto 917 |« 6( 

Aogtttt 31.— N3d ditto 1079 14 I) 

Sept. «8.<-^4th dilto. .^ • 1041 S S 

October S6.--5th ditto 1008 18 51 

Not. dO.~6th ditto •. I5S8 14 8| 

Add Uoderohargei 9 10 

6638 IS S AnottDt of 2d liz noadii 
Dedoct Drawlnekt 55 4 IJ 

■ £6573 8 Oi 

Dee. 98.— lit moolb 1I42 1 H 

1817. 

JtD. 95. td ditto 879 14 

Feb. 99. — Sdditto 949 II 

Miroh 99.— 4th ditto 1070 17 

April 96. — 5th ditto 938 1 9 0} 

May 3l.-^6th ditto 1118 18 10| 

Add Uoderohai^et 13 4| 

6153 8 5) Anoa&t of 3d fix moths 

DedaoCDnwbMskf 199 5 6 

£5961 9 11} 

Jatie fi8..~lat mooth 1019 19 64 

Jaly 96.— 9d ditto 969 8 9{ 

AngQut 30.— 3d ditto 1166 14 8 

.Sept. 9T.— 4tfa ditto 999 8 6} 

Ootober25.-5th ditto IS56 17 sj 

Nov. 99.-^6th ditto 1649 5 ^ 

Add Uoderofaarges 6 6 9 

I ■ ■ ■ • 

7068 I 4}AiiiOBBtof4thsisBMiith» 

Dedoct Drawbacks 339 4 5| 

^6728 16 III 

Deo. 97..— lit month........ 1944 18 9 

1818. 

JaD. 31. 9d ditto 1935 11 9 

Feb. 98. — 3d ditto ...1098 8 3^ 

Marob31.—4rh ditto 1938 19 11 

April SO.— 5th ditto 1937 13 2 

There are 76 bridges and 58 locks to this canal, 
from Worcester and Birmingham. 
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CHAPTER XI. 

Of the Civil Government of the City of Worcester. 

In the time of William the Conqueror, Worces- 
ter was as absolute a royal demesne as any other 
city in England, being held by the major part of 
the inhabitants in common with other cities imme- 
diately under the King. It received charters or 
privileges from Wulfere, 6th King of the Mer- 
cians. Henry I. and Henry III. by a charter of 
the latter, Worcester was made a guild, or fra- 
ternity, a town incorporate with all liberties and 
privileges belonging thereto. Other charters were 
granted by succeeding Kings; and James I. Oct. 
2, 1762, in the iOthyear of his reign, granted this 
city a charter that transferred the government of 
it from the jurisdiction of bailiffi^ to that of a 
mayor. The government of this city is now admi- 
nistered by a mayor, a recorder, and 6 aldermen, 
who are justices of the peace, chosen from the 
body of the 24; a sheriff and two chamberlains, 
also chosen from the corporate body, all of whom 
are elected annually. These are assisted by a town 
clerk, 2 Coroners, and 48 common councilmen. 
Mho compose the corporation ; and are attended 
by a sword bearer, 4 Serjeants at mace, \3 con- 
stables, musicians, servants, &c, &c. The Cor- 

X X 
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poration surrendered their franchises to Charles II. 
in 1684; they were, however, restored to their 
ancient rights in 1688, by King James the Second's 
proclamation ; and the Corporation has not since 
been honoured with any additional privileges* 

Mayort of Worcester, from the year 1790 inclusive* 



1790 Thomas Garden 

1791 Wm. Morton 

1792 Thomas Wilson 

1793 Thomas Beit 

1794 Henry West 

1795 Thos. Wniiams 

1796 Richard Morton 

1797 Huifh Payne 

1798 John Weslt 

1799 Elias Isaac 

1800 Henry Hug^hes 

1801 Richard Rowland 

1802 John Blew 

1803 John Forrest 



1804 

1805 
1806 
1807 
1808 
1809 
1810 
1811 
1812 
1813 
1814 
1815 
1816 
1817 
Esquires. 



John Dillon 
James Wakeman 
Thomas Allies 
Samuel Crane 
Herbert Rogers 
William Blew 
John Dowdingf 
Benjatnin Johnson 
Thomas St. John 
Robert Brown 
Samuel Garmsfon 
Anthony Lecbroere 
Robt. CbamberlaiQ 
Wm. Moore 



Names of the 24, for the years 1817 and 1818: 



1 Wm. Moors, Esq. (Mayor) 
"2 Robert Chamberlain, Esq. 
(High Alderman) 

3 Thos. Farley ^ 

4 Richard Nash / 

6 Thomas Carden V Justices, 

6 Wm. Morton and V 

7 J. Blew Esqrs. J 

8 Humphrey Chamberlain, 

Gent. (SherifT) 

9 Thomas Davis 

10 Francis WiUvn 

11 Thomas Best 



12 James Wakeman 

13 Thomas Allies 

14 Samuel Crane 
16 Herbert Rog^era 

16 William Blew 

17 John Dowdingf 

18 Benjamin Johnson 

19 Thus. St. John 

20 Robert Brown 

21 Samuel Garmslon 

22 Anthony Lecbmere 
Two Vacsucies. 
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Namet of the 48, with 

1 His Royal Highness the 

Duke of Cumberland 

2 The Right Hon. Lord 

Viscount Dudley and 
Ward 1784 

3 Samuel Haynes ..^. 1779 

4 Walter Haynes 17a5 

6 John Wheeley 1787 

6 Walter Careless ditto 

7 Thos. Garmston .... 1786 

8 James Payne 1791 

9 William Wall 1795 

10 John Williams ditto 

1 1 Thos. Carden, jun. ditto 

12 Samuel Wall 1798 

13 Charles Downing... ditto 

14 John Garnett ditto 

15 Woi. Stephens 1801 

16 Wm. Watkius ditto 

17 Joseph Powell ditto 

18 Elias Isaac 1803 

19 John Maun ditto 

20 Francis Hooper ditto 

21 James Churchill.... 1805 

22 John Thomas ditto 



tkeif' Dates of Election: 

23 Thos. Lesingharo .. 1^05 

24 John Severn Ballard ditto 

25 John Jones ditto 

26 Joseph Ellis Viner.. 1807 

27 William Shaw ditto 

28 William Dunn ditto 

29 Philip Mason 1814 

31) Edward Blew ditto 

31 John Morton • ditto 

32 John Dent ditto 

33 Wm. Wanklin ditto 

34 Richard Garmston.. ditto 
33 Thos. Best, jun ditto 

36 Charles Lesingham ditto 

37 John Clifton.. 18!5 

38 Thomas Yarnold.... ditto 

39 James Fletcher ditto 

40 Jas. Henton Tymbs ditto 

41 Thomas Dent ditto 

42 Henry Jones... ditto 

43 H.Chamberlain, jun. 1817 

44 Chase A. Holl ditto 

45 John Morton ditto 

46 Harvey B. Tymbs.. ditto 
Two Vacancies. 



Names of all the City Officers^ elected and continued upon 
Monday, August 25, 1817. 

Mayor, 
William Moore, Esq. 

Recorder, 
The Right Hon. George Earl erf Coventry. 

Aldermen^. 
Robert Chamberlain, Esq. Thomas Carden, Esq. 
High Alderman William Morton, Esq. 

Thomas Farley, Esq. John Blew, E^q. 

Richard Nash, Esq. 
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The R9f. Mr. Sbirlej. 

Sherif. 
Humphrey Chamberlaioy Gent. 

Under Sheriff, 
Mr. Willitm Smith. 

Toum Clerk. 
Benjamio Johnson, Esq. 

Deputy Clerk ofAaize tmd Clerk efthe Arraigns* 
Mr. Benjamin Pugh Mr. Charles ^ombs. 

Eicheator. 
Mr. John Piatt; 

Judge of ike Orphans^ 
The Mayor. 

Audit ors, 
Tiie Mayor Mr. John Mann 

Mr. Alderman Farley Mr. Francis Hooper. 

Tke Treasureri of ike 48. 
Mr. Wro. Stephens Mr. Charles Lesiogrham 

Mr. Thomas Garmston Mr. Thomas Yaroold. 

Ckamberlains, 
Mr. Edward Bleir Mr. Thomas Dent. 

Coroners. 
Mr. John Piatt Mr. Nathaniel Mence. 

Attorney in Common Pleat and Exckequer. 
Mr. William Wall. 

Bye Law Makers, 
The Mayor The six Justices 

The Mayor elect The Town Clerk. 

Surveyors* 
The Mayor The Chamberlains, nei^ 

Th^ Mayor elect and old 

The six J ustice i The Treasurers of the 48 

The Sheriff 
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Sword Bfarery Water BoUiff^ Coal Weighety and BiU$t 

Constable. 

John Shuck. 

Serjeants at Mace. 
John Crane William Powell 

William Allen One Vacancy. 

Keeper of the HalL 
John Darling. 

Searchers and Sealers of Leather » 
Thomas Sylvester John Hunt. 

Ale Tustei's, 
William Garland Vacancy. 

Hop Weighers, 
Widow Morris Widow Giles. 



Mysteries^ Crafts, Trades^ and Companies incorporated at 
, Worcester, 

Clothiers, incorporated by Elizabeth, 1590, 

Glovers, Pursers, Pouch-makers, and Poynters, incorporated 
12th Henry VII. 1479; united with the Tanners, Sad- 
dlers, and Pewterers, 1664, by Charles II. 

Cordwainers, incorporated by Henry VII. 1504. 

Bakers, incorporated by Henry VIII. 1528. 

Mercers, Grocers, Haberdashers, and Upholsterers, incorpo- 
rated 36 Henry V J II. to whom, in 1663, the Apothecaries 
were united. 

Taylors, a Fellowship, a. d. 1504, incorporated by Edw. VI. 
1551. 

fronmong^ers, incorporated 1599. 

Butchers, incorporated by James I. 1604. 

Carpenters and Joiners, incorporated by Charl<»s II. 1661. 

Barbers and Tallow-chandlers, the first formed a Fellowship 
very early, and were incorporated with the last^ 1677, by 
Charles II. 

Bricklayers, incorporated 1713, by Queen Anne. 

Coopers, incorporated 1726, by George I. 

Masons, a Fellowship, erected 1739. 

Fishermen, a Fellowship, by prescription. 

Parish Clerks, a Fraternity, by prescription. 
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Prisons. — The new county prison, which also 
includes the house of correction, erected in the 
year 1809, after much clamour and opposition, 
is situate nearly opposite the infirmary, on . the 
road from Foregate-street to Pitchcroft, and near! j 
without the boundaries of the city. The architect 
of this building was Francis Sandys, Esq. and it 
was erected at an expence of nearly 19,000/. by the 
builder, Mr. Willoughley : it is bounded by a brick 
wall, 15 feet high^ enclosing 3 acres of ground. 
Its elevation is partly composed of rustics of Bath 
stone, and the entrance is under an arch of free- 
stone. On one side of the intepior i& a lodge ; the 
other side consists of reoeiving^ cells, and cells for 
condemned felons : thi» part of the prison is called 
the lazaretto. The gaoler's house is situate in the 
middle of the enclosed ground, and commands a 
full view of the different yards appointed for crinii* 
nals; the gaoler's house includes the chapel, which 
is connected with the various buildings by bridges. 
The total number of prisoners now in this prison 
(July 28) are— Felons, 101— Debtors, 22. Chap- 
lain, the Rev. Mr. Faulkner, whose duty it is to 
administer the Sacrament four times a year, read 
prayers twice a week, and, in addition, to preach a. 
Sermon every Sunday. 

X 8. D. 

Cha))1ain*s Salary, for gaol and house of 

correction 120 

Apothecary's ditto dO o 

Gaoler, Wm. Davis, includincf sum al- 
lowed ander the Act for the Aboli- 
tion of Fees 250 

Total Expenditure .^5602 2 2i 
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The Gitt Gaol, sitaate x>n the east side of 
Friar-street, was, after its suppression a9 a religi- 
ous house, granted to the bailiffs and citizens of 
Worcester ; and having been rendered a place of 
safety, has since become the city prison : gaoler, 
James Griffiths ; chaplain, the Rev. Mr. Faulkner. 
At present there are 12 prisoners of various de- 
scriptions. For a further account of this place, see 
Mouse of the Grey Ftiarsy p. 240. 

The Castle, vide p. 242. 

The Corn Market requires no particular il- 
lustration ; it is held in an area proceeding to New* 
street, but there is no market house*. 

The Market House is situate facing the guild- 
hall, in the High-street, to which it is highly orna- 
mental. Its front entrance is of stone rustics^ with 
a principal arched opening, supported by tuscan 
columns, over which is a panneled square pede- 
ment, in which are the city arms, ornamented with 
trophies. On each side of the principal archway 
are two smaller entrances, one to the fish (esta- 
blished 1811), and the other to the butchers* stands. 
In the year 1800, the back of the King^s Head Inn, 
once the scene of theatrical fame, was purchased 
for a market place, and the present building, de- 
signed by the late Mr. Richard Morton, was opened 
Feb. 1804 ; it was attended with an expence to the 
Corporation of 5050/. not only in its erection, but 

* April 11, 1754, we read, " three tenemeots to be sold^ called (he pa« 
f eaut faouMCt, lituate near the Corn Market." 
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for other purposes, as they had different rights to 
purchase, previous to concentrating the different 
markets in this spot; the judiciousness of which 
cannot be doubted, when we consider the disagree- 
able effects produced by the unlimited setting up 
of stalls for every article of food. Its interior ar- 
rangements are both clean and commodious : the 
Sittings are all numbered, the possessors of whom 
pay an acknowledgment to the Corporation. 

The facilities to this place have been much in- 
t;reased by moving the green market, in 1817, to 
a central spot, at the rear of High-street, to which 
the poultry and butter market extends towards the 
Shambles and the stands of the country butchers*. 
The quantity of fruit sold in this market, at the 
proper season, is astonishing. The markets of 
Worcester have long been celebrated. — William 
of Malmsbury, who wrote as long since as 1140, 
says, 

'* At Hereford bheep and ox— and fruit at Worcester." 

Even 30 years ago, Dr. Nash records, that *' two 
and three tons of cherries have been sold in Wor- 



* Dee. 30, 1769. From this nod after the I st of Jan. 1770, tlie poaUry 
inarketf to be in the area before the towu-ball. The beast market, in the 
«pper part oF Doldj. The frait market, in GaoMan^, adj* iniii^r the green 
market.^ in 1774, we read the the fiah market watt opposite -the King's 
Head ; and in i 800, that the fruit market, heM at the Cross, ordered 
to be held at All Hallow's Well, the bottom of Hroad-istrcet. As late as 
the ysar 1 800.. it was usaal to pat off the market dav daring the assizes.—- 
pec. 1815, the magistrates of Worcester determined to enforce the law 
relating to having and selling by the Wiocbesler basLel, with the otnioit 
ttriotneiK. 
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cester, on a Saturiky morning before five o'clock; 
and that in the course of a whole morning, six tons 
have actuully been sold ; and this for the supply, 
not only of the neighbouring^ districts, but even 
Lancashire and Yorkshire. In later years^ when 
there has been a great hit of fruit, the tonnage 
paid on that article alone, on the Trent and Severn 
canal, has amounted :to £^000 1 All other cbm'- 
modities are equally plentiful and good in their 
kind, except fish, but measures are how taken to 
remedy that deficiency. Meetings have been faeld^ 
for the purpose of au(>porting a plan which will 
always ensure a reguUr supply ; connected with 
which are several late resolutions adopted in the 
towns on the Severn, for the preservation of the va-' 
ridus kinds of fish iii the several seasons. The 
markets are held on Wednesday, Friday, and Sa- 
turday ; but the latter is always the> most ^onsi* 
derable/' * ' 

The Hop Mari^et being for a staple article, is 
also deserving of notice, standing at the junction 
of the High and Foregate-streets, in a central si- 
tuation, and consisting of an eUctensive quadrangle, 
surrounded on three sides l>y lofty ranges of large 
aiid regular warehouse. The trade here. is so con- 
siderable as' sometimes to amount to 46,2!% pockets, 
which was the case in 1801 ; though in 1805 it was 
so low as 11,824, averaging about 25,000 per 
annum; and in the present year, so plentiful was 
the supply, that Berkeley's hospital, on the oppo- 
site side of the street, was, on several market dnys^ 
y y 
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occupied as a wsreiioiifie tor thj^ surplus quantity^ 
In addition to the pleasure arising from the eon* 
templation of an active trade, three-fiftha ef the 
aurroundrng plantations^ on an average, being 
brought hither for sale, it is gratifying to reflect 
that the rents arising from these warehouses^ in*, 
stead of swelling corporation coffers^ are applied, 
by tho giuardians e( the several parifihea in the 
eity, to the laudable purpose of supporting the 
house of iodastry* By 9d Anae, cap. 8, sec. S, a 
corporation wCs established vtthiii the city f»d 
county of the city of Woneesler, calledthe Corpora* 
tbn of the fpkiardianaof the Poor, &e. to eensist of 
44' gaardiaas, 1 1 of whom make a oottrt^ vis; mayor^ 
9 aldermen, 2 oat of theSt, 6 out of the 4At these 
are to be chos^i by the S4 a^d 4& respeetivdty, 
every first Monday aftev St. ^rtholemew; the 
33 other guardians to be ohosen by aail eat of th;&^ 
9 city parishes, each of which returns 4, excepting' 
St. Alban's, which returns bi^ h Bjr this Court 
the governor oi the Hop KlaBbet^ the deputy ge«. 
vernor,^ treasurer^ receiver, and aasi^Umls are elesct-^ 
ed annually. The busuiess of this market ia trans* 
acted in aa extensive building, first erected as a 
general workhouse for the poor, ^posite Berke* 
ley's hospital ; it i& now converted into very ampl» 
aad extensive warehouses fot hop8.«-^ee Faibs- 
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Table of Number <qf Pockets soJd from Dec. ^ 1800, to 

Dec. 1817. 

year. ' pooktfts, year. po<5kets* 

1801«^...«*....46,22d 1«10..««^« 14,743 

1802 ^.13,596 1811 ..24,617 

1803 .....38,851 1«12....,^...-. 4,334 

1804 37,642 1813 ....14,663 

ima 11,824 1814 15,562 

1806 26,492 1815 I7>e92 

1807 17,223 I816L-. .., 4,419 

1808 48.274 1817 1,530 

1809 ,. 9;816 

The following is the account of the Worcester 
Hop Duty from the year 1813, calculated at 2d. per 
pound :«^ 

1613 ..,«e25,293 9 10 

1614. « 29,452 7 S 

1815 , 31,030 7 10 

]816« 3,036 13 10 

1817^ -682 10 

Fairs. — ^Tbese take place on Saturday before 
Talm Sunday and Saturday in. Easter week^ which 
two are principally for horses, and some linen 
cloth ; August 15 and September 19^ are both for 
cattle, horses, sheep^ lambs, linen, and particularly 
for cheese and hops, in which last article the latter 
£ur is considered as the great annual one, at which 
a large quantity is always offered for sale, when 
there attends a great nuBiber of dealers and spe- 
culators, not only from the neighbourhood, but 
from all parts of the kingdom :««even this, however, 
does not affect the sublieq^ent markets. Here also 
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a partial fair takes place on the first Monday in 
December*. 

Worcester Toll Free Market, for horses, 
cattle, sheep, and.pi^, is held the second Monday 
in February, and the first Monday in May, June, 
July, and November, 

Manufactories^ 8fC. 

Clothing.— We find, from Leland, that a ma- 
nufactory of this kind was once carried on to a 
great extent in this city, in the reign of Hen. VUL 
He says, " the wealthe of Worcestre standeth most 
by draperlnge, and no town of England in the pre- 
sent tyme maketh so much." The Society of Cloth- 
makers was incorporated 2d*Hen. YIII. and it is 
supposed that at that time between 6 and 7000 per- 
sons within th(B city, and twice that number out, 
were employed in this manufacture. Presuming, 
however, too ihuch on its celebrity, and over- 
stretching their cloths so much, that when they 
came to Black well-hall, they were deficient in mea* 
sjire; and the workmen persisting in making a 
thick heavy cloth, instead of a light one, the mer- 
chants of Leghorn and Smyrna withheld their or- 
ders, and the trade which had once spread tl^ 

* Tlie'tftarliret at Hereford tn&soimdb frequented famus^j, on t4« 
coiiDt of the wool and wheat broqglit there iafireat plentj from tli« a4JIl» 
cent couDtr/, thaj the cities of Hereford and Worcester, complaining of 
their loss of trade, obtained an order of the King to o^ligo (ben to aKor 
their market day frpm Thtwadnf to. FridiQ^. 
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reputatiofi of Woreester to^ distant parU, and wait 
a source of great wealtii to the city, was utterljr 
extinct. 

The ancient Cohipatiy of Clothiers is the only 
one of con^eqiience whicAi is dtill kept together* 
This con^pany consists of a high^raaster, who » 
elected annually, and tlie different meaibers, which 
comprise several of the most respectable of the 
inhabitants, are chosen by ballot. 

The charter, as renewed by Queen Elizabeth^ 
ifi in possession of the Company : — this deed has an 
emblazoned border of flowers, and is signed by 
John Fhillips and Anthony. Careless, high wardens, 
1655, The key and seal to this are curious. 

Thb Glovers' Company, incorporated with 
that of the Cloth-makers, Purse-makers and Pujr* 
«ers, Poynters and Couch-makers, received their 
original chat'ter from Henry the Seventh, the re-? 
newal of which, by Queen Elizabeth, with sundry 
other documents of an early date relative to admis- 
sions into the Company, &c. are in the possession of 
Mr. Burlingham, who obligingly lent us them to 
peruse. The deed is "signed" the 6th day of 
July, in the reigti of EUizab^th, to which Edward 
Saundqrs and Thomas Carns have '^ set our seals 
upon in earnest;" the seal appeQded is irpn bound, 
aad some vague marks of a crown are visible :-* 
upon one side, Edward Saunders is mentioned at 
Knight Chief Baron of the Queen's Majesty's Court 
ofExchequer^ and Thomas Carns, her Highnesses 
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fletjeant of Auite in tbe Ccnirt of Worcester. M 
ifresent there are near 100 master glovers in 
WorceBter, and the number of persons em- 
ployed maiy be estimated at about 8000 ; it also 
affords employment to numbers of industrious poor 
in the parishes of Ledbury, Cradley, Bosbory, and 
various other parts of the adjoining county of He* 
reford; and the beauty and quality of the' Wor- 
cester gloves have attracted the notice of home con- 
sumers, as well as being in high repute at the 
foreign markets.*— >See a Song on glove-making, in 
jthe Worcester Journal for June, 178L 

Some little time since, a glover at Hexham in* 
vented a substitute for eggs in dressing leather for 
gloves; the article he adds is not edible, tkf^r more 
than one^third part the price of eggs: it is com- 
puted that 50,000 eggs have been consumed an- 
nually at Hoxhara only for preparing leather. 

Th£ Carpet Manufactories are no longer 
carried on at Worcest^, but removed to Kidder** 
pninster. 

Porcelain Manufactories. 

Messrs. Flight Barr & BARst.-r'This city is 
^uch indebted to the celebrated Dr. Wall, who 
^ith many gentlemen of consideration pntrodueed 
this manuftctory to the British pubMc, atun eiurly 
period, and whep little was known of pprcelain ii| 
jihis country except by foreign imports. They 
/BstablUhed the Works in PaIace-ro|v, extendi0| 
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Id the banks of the Seyern, and carried on the 
concern under the firm of the '^ WwKeHer Por-^ 
eeUdn CJompayy" Dr. Wall sncceeded in produc<* 
ing fair specimens of porodain, considering the; 
great dUsadvantage he laboured under, together 
with neat enamelled paintings : but die important 
discoT^ry of transferring to the poreehin impres« 
aions of ornamental designs in blue and white, firom 
engraved copper plates,- was the sole inTention of 
the " fVareester Porcdain Company;'^ and to this 
ingenious method their chief attention wils di- 
rected. This art was surreptitieuslj carried to the 
manufii^ories in Staffordshire, and now terms a 
grand branch of commerce of the Potteries. Tliese. 
extensive and interesting werfas were relinquished 
by the ^Companj,'' and purchased, in 1789; 
andUare carried on by the sole proprietors, Messrs* 
Flight But and Barr, who have produced such im- 
provements, as b»ve extended the fiune of the 
porcelain works to foreign countries, the chief ex^* 
ports of which are to cNir settlements in the East 
Ipdies. By continued and expensive experiments 
1^ a series of years, the porcelain^ as well as the 
painting in hktorical composition, ilbwers, &cw 
hove rapidiy gained on the public notice. A fabric 
baa been made, some time since, in these works', so 
shnflar to the old porcelains of Sevrd and Dresden, ' 
as to fhtot us, in a national point of view, at least, * 
on a par with these celebrated establbhments, and, 
com]^etdly reliiting the genial idee, that the ma- 
terials in this country are inferior and inadequate. 
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to produce a <nre porcelain. The mannfectcrietf 
alluded to om ttre continent, derive their support 
and encoumgemrait from the governitents of their 
TMpective countries ; bat here we have a proof of 
what has and may be done by the spirit and iiide* 
pendenee of Bi^tifib manufacturers. We can only 
briefly notiee thie patronage which these works have 
received ; atid the proprietors are under the higliest 
obligation to his jpresent Majesty, who has alwajs 
winced the most kind and condescending interest 
in their success. In his Majesty's visit to the nia* 
nufactory in 1788, with tbe Queen and Princesses, 
(<o view the process) he was graciously pleased 
to grant his patent, and from that tine this esta* 
Uishment has been termed the' ^^ Royti Porctlain 
Workf" (The King also condescended to advise the 
proprietors to establish a warehouse at the court 
end of the melropodis, &nd this encouraging advice 
Wtts imarediateiy followed, by opening a house at 
No. ly. Coventry^treet, Haymarket. Since tlunt 
petiod the works have •been patrciniaed ky the. 
Btfinoe 'Regent, »i his visit t6 Worcester in. 1807,' 
wkl 'grafkted his patent to Messrs* Flight, .Barr, 
aad-Barr; and.his Ro}al H ighhess's orders have 
been marked by that liberality, which he has al« 
ways evinced whexe ihe arts are concerned. The 
late Priildess Charlotte gave sknilar testimonies of 
her approbation. • The Duchess of Oldenburgb vi- 
sited this manofaetory in 1S14, and prcseated a* 
diamond ring to the proprietors, coBunemoratlve 
of Ui^ value Ae cooceiYed of the talenis and ioge- . 
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4iuity displayed there. T^ir Reyi^ Hifha^&iaeft A^ 
Dukes of Clai*6ace, Cumberland) and Gloucester 
are anoBg the .dislingmsbed patr<Hi9 of this m9r 
iiu&ctary. We must not omit me^ti^aing th^smg" 
nificent serviee executed for Mr^ Wataon Tajlor^ 
M. P. as one of the latest «]pecimeiis ,of rtbe mi, ti^* 
gether with the service now preparing for iW 
PriRoe Regentd-p-^B inspectioa of the procese of 
raanufactaring porcelain may be obtained at the 
warehouse, 45, High^^street, bj re8peett!>le indi^ 
viduals leaving their names And address, on wbieli 
they receive a ticket of admissiont .:. 

Af e'ssrs. CftAMBEiiiiAra.f— -This exteaeive estit* 
blid.hment has also been big^lj difitjngnished by 
the patronage of tbe. Prince Regent, ii4io(Jio# 
BOittred them with a visit at. their .waveroonis.;in 
1808^ when, expressiiig^ the ntmosA satiiriacttoi| 
at the excellent quaHty.of the tcUna aiid:gitea^ 
iiariafy of patterns stdimitited toi bis ifispadtion^ 
gave orders for several complete .services, hav^ 
iag previonsly to his. .visit especially appoinled 
tibem Jiis manufacturers, and granted to them h» 
royal license to . exhibit ids arms, .&c. &c« Thej 
W£r& also-honoured bj the patronage and most Ji<tf 
beral orders of her late Aiogral H^hhenatliePirin^f 
eass Charlatte of Wales, = tim Duke joftCumbeclaadi^ 
Brince of Orange, and thetCrraikd Dnka 9iiah|ieL< > 

The very valuable discovery they hsrv»!cei>8iit(f> 

made in tbe oom position .of iheir ehina^ has pno- 

dttced an aarticla called llleg'es^. PhrosUn^ of a most^ 

beavrtifol texture^ superior ta. any .thing, batherlo. 

zz 
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kflcKiriiiii ih^ mannfiicture of this cettntry, eom1>iii'> 
ingall the.strengthof theltidian with the beautiful 
white tranapareiioy of the Sevri avd Dresden. 

Mr. Homphref Ghamberialn, jun. whose very 
gupefior talent in the delineation of historical sub^ 
je<5t8 on china, which were so highly admired by the 
Prince Regient, for whom he painted seyeral pieces, 
by express desire of his Roval Highness, has re* 
eently executed an admirable portrait of the la<^ 
inented Princess Charlotte, which received the ap-^ 
jprobation of Prince Leopold and the members of 
the Royal Family ; and the twelve Views of the 
Battle of Waterloo^ executed for the Prince Regent 
by an artist employed in this concern^ reflects 
great credit on the arts as practised at this house. 

This manufitctory is situated at Digits, and the 
proprietors have warerooms in the High-street^ 
and a town house, No. 155, New Bond-street^ 
tiondon.*i^acds of admission are granted at either 
of these places. 

Ma. Tbomas Graikgbr & Co^'s«-^A more re- 
e^nt establishment is situate near St. Martin's Gate* 
Theii^ exhibition rooms are near BeriLeley's hospi<« 
tal^ by the Cross, High-stHeet. We understaod it 
is in contemplatioa to give the proprietors of this 
ttantt&ctory a conubissidn. to paint a service of 
dhitia, to be presmted to Colonel Davies, the new 
city mefnben 

^'tt mturt afford mu(ih pleasure to the promotdr of 
d^r own niautifiictur0s to learn^ that a valuable 
dfi^QVeij^tate)^^^ pf Cobalt^ in a mine in 
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Cornwall, will eotirelj supersede the neceasity of 
importing that article firom the Contineiit It hat 
been used with the happiest ejSect by Messrs. Barr, 
for the services painted for Mr. Taylor^ &G.;^iid 
by the Messrs. Chl^mberli^iiis for tbps^ pf the Duke 
of Norfolk, &c. 

Lace Mmufadories. 
Mr. Jackson's, HiyTON-LAKE.— This branch 
of English manufacture, so novel in this city, waip 
only established here in Jan. 1817. Harrassed by 
the Luddites of Nottingham, the proprietors cif 
these works sought refuge where they might be 
enabled to exercise their ingenuity without hin^ 
drance; and it remains for the consideration of 
the inhabitants of Worcester whether it would 
not be desirable to encourage a branch of trade^ 
which, in time, 'by the employment of many per^ 
sons, might materially reduce the poor rates of thf 
city and suburbs. Thelaoe manufactories beiug 
in their inflmt state do not at present eniploy more 
than 70 persons, but should the proprietors receive 
that encouragement which they have JBvery reasoii 
to expect, they hope, by the improvement of theic 
machinery, to carry on the branch of embroidei^ 
ing the lace, which at (nresent is effected only m 
Nottingham. In this branch of the business man^ 
women and children are employed, iiot,^ b^^^ 
ever, together, but separately, at their qwnhahftia* 
tions. The lace produced in Worcester Is dfMclai^d, 
to be e(|ual to that of BucUnghamshir^ whidh^^^ 
alr^dy, from the e^terfibns madefy iwl4^ 
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ham maAtlf^ctnrfer, fbTIeil cne«<third itk priee, and 
fs wove h^r^ from dne to setenty-two iitchee in 
breadth. tlndiBr the superintendence of the in- 
felligent proprietor*'of this concern, Mr. Jackson, 
the whole m^^binety of the'lrorks are constructed; 
and which, by those who are allowed to inspect it, 
is a subject of much interest. When our readers 
are informed that every frame . contains ?0,000 
pieces of metal, and that 4he workman makes 70 
actions in one moment^ be will have, perhaps, 
a clearer idea- of the cooftplexity of the machinery, 
than of the very f^reat facility with which the la^e 
is constructed. From the sudden and destructive 
effects of damp oft anf inactive frame, they ar« 
bbliged to be kept at work all night ; but this has 
nb ill dffeet on the health of the workman, as none 
work more than 12 hours at a time** There are only 
SO persons at present Oeeupted in this establish* 
ment, th« ofte which tve were aUowed to in- 
spect : but besides thb nenlifiiotory, there are 4 
others in Worcester, lirfmely, Messrs. R. aod T; 
Frost and Co. Hinton-l^ite/; J. Brooks, in the 
Coitaimandery ; and Heoson and Walker's, Copen^ 
haffen«8treet4 

' B<^oi Xitn SHosMANijrACToitT.-^Tfais butincss 
16' carried ooc lo a great extehl by the Messrs, Bur? 
Ungfaams^ ia Stdbury^ who employ a Mmt number 
ef hdnds, to tbegteat li^dvantagoof this eity/ 
, GABiNBT Making^ ioiciuding all ornamental 
and • necessary household. &l*niture. The irery 
sreBt:iiir]pc«hreiiiekt in the ta»teof iheBaaftideB^ i§i 



Digitized by 



Google 



B65 

»«ch attended to by the late Mr. Bullock, of Lon^ 
don, have found an able adopter in Mr. Freame, 
who exhibits much classic taste in the formation 
of his draperies, and in the arrangeiftent of hie de- 
corations, Tbo carving of ornaments, under hia 
direction, are well designed and sharply executed. 

Worcester abounds with these and various other 
manufactories, of which we do not think it necessary 
to mention, but who pride themselves it the manu- 
facture of their articles, as inferior to noiie of rtriy 
other city. 

The DistiliiBKV is situate at the feoutb end 6f 
Turkey, and was brought to its full maturity by the 
late Alderman Williams ; it is now conducted on a 
more extensive scale by his son, the sole proprietor. 

Rectifying House, and the manufkctureofrai- 
tin wine, is carried on by Mr. f. Willis^pis, brother 
of the above, on the North Pdrridft, neftrly opposite 
the distillery. 

BaiTiSH WiNii MfAKUPACTOAY, by Messrs. 
Cowell, Crane, and Kilpin, has been established 
above half a century* Their extensite warehouses 
and vaults are situate in Foregate-street. 
Banks. 
TttE Old Bank, in High-street, by Messrs. 
Berwick, Lechraere, Wall, and Isaac, M^\xo draw 
upon Messrs. Robarts, Curtis, Robarts, and Cur- 
tis, 15, Lombard-street, was first opened for re- 
gular business in the year 1761. 

• Messrs. Farley, Johnson, and Turner, at the 
Cross^ was established as a house of regular bu9i"> 
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bess in lTd8« They draw upon the safne hou^e in 
London as the Old Bank. 

Messrs. Attwood, Spooner, and Garden, in Meal- 
cheapen-street, opened in 1810; draw upon Messrs. 
Spooner, A tt woods, and Co. ?7, Gracechurch* 
street, Lpndon* 

Attendance at these banks from 10 to 3. Fair 
days and Saturdays from 10 to 6. 

Fire Office.— This establishment was opened 
in the year 1790. 

City Library, in Angel-street, was established 
in 1790. Its direction is confided to a president, 
treasurer, and a committee of 15 members, chosen 
^t their general meeting, holden on the first Thurs-^. 
day in December, under a digested system of regu<« 
lations. A librarian is in attendance from half- 
past 11 to half-past iS. The present collection of 
lK>oks amount to upwards of 4000 vols. The num<^ 
ber of subscribers about 200. The terms are S^gs^ 
for g transferable ticket, and 15s. annual subscrip- 
tion, This building is the property of the Presby- 
t(srian Society of Worcester^ of whom it is held by 
lease. • 

State of the Press.— -About the close of the 
year 1548, John Oswen, who had carried on the 
business of printing at Ipswich, settled at Worces-* 
ter. In the Rolls Chapel, p. 1 , M. 33, 6 Jan. 1548-9, 
is a licence for John Oswen to print all devotional 
books for the principality of Wales, &c. for seveq 
years^ and prohibiting all other personal from doi^^ 
thesame^ 
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After the death of King Edward the SixtbV 
in 155S, Oswen's privilege doubtless fell among 
the other deprivations that marked the progress of 
the succeeding reign ; for we find that the press at 
Worcester is no more heard of till the nf»xt cen- 
tury, when was published Nj^mpha Libethris, or 
the Cotswald Muse; presenting some extempore 
verses to the imitation of Young Scholars, in four 
parts. London : Printed for F. A, at Worcester^ 
1651, 12mo. with the following Preface : — 
To the Bookbifider. 
Has my Mase made a fault, frieod, I intreat 
Before you kind her up, you would her beat ; 
Though, Sir. she's uot loose and wanton, I can tell, 
IJoless you beat her, you'll ne'er bind her well. 

The above book is presumed to have been writ-* 
ten by Clement Barksdale.— Ftcfe DibdMs Deca^ 
meron, vol. 2, p. 501-2. 

The following are the titles of the principal book* 
printed at Worcester, by Messrs. Tymbs* : — 

An Address to the Roman Catholics of America-'^ohnstone 
an the Waltoti Water — Parsons on Education^ and Parsons 
on Producing Genius — Supplement to Nash\ Worcestershire^^ 
Sandford on the Medicinal Effects of Wine and Spirits -f--^ 

* Johnstone on the Angina Tracbealis, 1799, was printed by iScrrow. 

t The antbor lias properly characterized bis work in his motto, 
Non Nova, ted Navi diccrc— Quintilian. 
In reality it contaiaa tome 'good mles, sufficiently well known, in new and 
attfMtife Ipngapge. We besitate aboat the prohibition of wine to chil- 
dren, bu^ perliaps* the author is right, and if it bo an error it is th« 
aatest, as the quantity can witb dlfticulty be regulated. We know it front 
% experience to be a ynlgar error, that daring severe exercise wine or 
spirits skpuld be freely taken. The man who uses muob exercise should 
in general live well, but daring extraordinary exertions be ought to b*. 
absteiiiioas. We once asked a general officer who had seen roach serTice, 
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Guide—Philip on ike f^nlnre and Treatment of Fevers-^Card 
on the Eucharist— Philippe Ana/jfsis of the Malvern Waters-^ 
Bookei'U Letters on Mahern— Philip on the Vital Functions^ 
^c^PhOip on Pubnonar^ Coneuniptian, fyc. 

B00K9 PRINT^b BT MESSRS. BOLLS. 

Elogia Sacra^ Alexander Pope, ^c. by John Pliimfree^ 
— i9<evem Salmon^ hy Piseator, W, R. R.-^PatrioVs Visum, 
mmd a Mtmodff on Fox^Mudd's Malvern, arut Chamber^e 
Ma!9em—Bfd/ord*9 Autumnal Refleetions— Translation and 
Reprint of Potter's No. 660, by the Rev. Mr. Butt-^Discourse 
on the Revelations—Poems, by Mrs. Sheridan, ^e.^Cooksey^s 
Life of Lord Somers^Moseley's Essay on Archery^Knapp*s 
Beraldry^Hebb*8 Translation of Corvissart on the Heart* — 
Worthington on Horse Hoe Husbandry and Home-made Wines. 

Besides these, are various Electioneerings Pam- 
pbleiSy TraetSy Sennoas, &c» too numerous to par- 
ticidariva* 

WoBCESTEA NEwsFAP«a8.-**Froin the best in- 
formation, it is conjectured that a public paper was 
established in Worcester as early as the commence- 
ment of the Revolution, or about 1690. That 
Worcester was among the earliest, if not the first, 

whether, after a Mvere march in a hot day, the soldier ivho drank fre* 
qoently, or not at all, sqffered least j he replied, that in general it was more 
aafe to refrain, bat that if a person should be determined on drinking, 
he ought to take little more than snflicient to wash his mouth.— >Cnrica( 
Heview, Feb, ie00.^5ce also h'ew London Review, 1799. 

* On the whole we have been highly gratified by the perusal of this 
work, whioh ought to be studied by all practitioners, for we think all 
tfiight dcrire benefit from it. The translator appears (for we have not the 
original by ns) to have executed his performance with care ; and the lan- 
. gnage, though sufiicientfy grave for the English, is not devoid of the viva- 
•ity of therFrench idiom.^Bradley*s Medicel Journal, vol 30j 1813. 
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tyf the ptovineial eities that opened this rity in^ 
portant and ready channel of communication of 
fi>reign and domestic inteUigeni^e) Js dearlj ascer* 
tained. It is uncertain, however, i«i what order of 
•uccession tiiese publications were first issued-* 
whether monthly or weekly, on what day of the 
month or week, or in what form : but> in June^ 
1709, they assumed a regular and orderiy appear* 
9nce» in a small foUo, containing six pages, which 
formed a weekly number, published every: Friday, 
and were printed by Stephen . Bryan, under the 
title of the Worcester Postman^ four volumes of 
which are now in the Worcester Library ; the ear- 
liest of which is No. S37, commencing with the 
year 17 IS* This title afterwards gave , way^ ia 
1741, ia i\xeL Weekh/ Worceker Journey which it 
retained till near the time of Mr. Biyan's death; 
which event is thus, announced in the Woreester 
Journal (its third title), No. 2031 :•— (Worcester, 
June 23, 1748.)—" Last Sunday night died, of a 
mortification, Mr- Stephen Bryan, who ne^r forty 
years was printer of this paper : about three niontths 
ago he assigned over the printing business, with 
all the materials, to H. Berrow^ the printer 
hereof.*' In 1754, we find Berrow complaining ia 
hkii paper most bitterly of a rival. Berrow's lucu- 
brations^ however, survive those of his opponent. 
The day of publication was in the year 1754 
changed to Thursday, and the price to 2^. and was 
entiiled Berrow^s Worcester Joumal. . In 1783 
the paper was published at 3d. July 13^ 1797, we 
Sa 
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read that it WM fais^il from 3d. to 6d. June 29, 
1809, to 6id. and in 1816 to 7d— Froi^ the late 
Mr. Harvey Borrow the tVcreester J&utml d^seend^* 
ed ifito the iMiis of Mr. J. Tjmbs, who a few 
years ngo lo^ Ms two sOhs, M^s^rs. iFIentoh and 
Hariey l^yi^bs into j[^artnerghip, the latter of 
WbMi became «6le proprietor of thi« pap^r 2%tli 
Juiie, 1810; 

The WoB^iSiTJiR HjfcRAtiy is tl^ «ydrlb Wefekly' 
paper ki su^eision pnlfli«1ied in this city. A jour-* 
Hal »r thii description Was fot*merIy {lYiMishbd by 
Mr. Lewi^'; and ahotb^r by the late Mr. Oamidge, 
about tb6 yeai" 1763 ^^fhese were Soon dfecbntr^ 
lined. This Papfer f I^Se Worcestet Btratd) owea 
Its rise td ffie krte Lord iSahdys, of Ombersley 
Court, anci otlrer literacy gen'tleni^ti of fli6 county 
And city, Wbo first su^ge^d the undertaking to 
Mr. HoII, ahld who pattonized it with a zeal>tfi08t 
flattering to' thd propYietot-. I'&at all appearance 
of opposition to the ot)ier l^aper might be done 
away, ri wa^ sold at id. being one hall^enny more 
than that, or, we bellete, aty provincial journal 
in the kingdotm Its |»rog^ss whs commenisui^te 
^ith the 'favourable auspices under whicfaf it was 
tistabllshed ; and it^ political opiniotis being free 
froto all party violente,««i*tieither iniitHcal to the 
government of tbe country, itor unfriendly to the 
^nuine .spirit of true indepen'dence, added td its 
Scrupulosity in morals, and its attention to the 
higher walks of litei^ture, altogethet tender Tht 
Worctsier Jferdd not tafetiot to twrjr tountry print 
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in the kingdom. The first nuinber of this paper 
was published on Saturday, the 4th of Japuarj-^ 
1794, and is now the property of the two sons of 
the original proprietor. 

It would savour of partiality were, we to omit 
stating, that The Wjorcest^r Journal ranks In the 
same order of merit with The WorcesUr Herald ^ 
that both Papers are libeijally patronized by a host 
of advertising friends, and that their, circulation^ 
in their own and the adjoining counties^ is very 
extensive. 

The BooKSBLLizro- T&aqjb is he^e carried on to 
no mean extent ; and we caq with cejrtainty de« 
clare, that the Biblomaniac wUl fi^d few. (pities 
where so many standard old bpol^ are to be met 
with as in Worcester. 

~ The Theatre, in Angetstreet.rrs-Thio following 
is a correct fac . simile of the first notice <^ the 
Dmma at Worcester which we liave been able to 
meet with ; it is extracted ifirom i^x%WarceHer Pott* 
num^ Swk.iy 1717:— r 

advertisement. 

For the Benefit of Mr. Bu/cAer, jun. and his wife, 

On .Monday next, {at the King^^s Head, in ^ig^h-street,) wiU 

be acted, that eeUfbrAii Play, eaUed 

OEPIPUS, King of THEBES, 

y[{th several Nep and piv^tififf^BfUfTjtaui»nente,he^w^i^ the, 
4ctS9 pariicularfy apka$fint Scenf between a Drmtken Ma^ 
and his Wife in a Tavern, Begiunipg sxactf y at 6 o'clock. 
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The next notice tbat occurs is as late as Decern* 
ber, 1750— 4hi8 arises in part from a dejBciency ia 
the newspapers, many of which are lost. We theQ 
read, that ** at the Trinity-hall there will be a per- 
formance of slack wire, with a pantomime, called 
HarlequtrC9 Power Restored.*^ In the year 1752, 
"we find the following jpuff direct ;-^" the players 
who went from here to Ledbury have given great 
satisfaction.** On the 27th of Ma^, 1755,^ is a re» 
gular ntmouncenienf of theatricals, to be performed 
at the Great Room, at the King's Head, in this 
city • to begin with the new TtVigeAy of the Eatioif 
JSsseXy and to play three times a week. It is pre- 
sumed, about this time, some objections arose iii 
this city to dramatic representations ; a^ for some 
years the phys are advertised to be pei^fbrmed 
between the acts of a concert, gr«ft>. The fol* 
lowing is a copy of a bill :-^** June 19th, 1755* 
At ihe>King's Head great room, tins evening, be- 
tween the several parts of the concert, will be per* 
formed, by persons for their dhersiony that admir* 
able Tragedy called JBar&aro^^a (with entire new 
dresses for the different characters), which was per* 
formed at the Theatre Royal, Drury Mne, seyeri^l 
successive nights, with «3Ltraordinary applause."-^ 
These subterfpges continued some ^im^j nor did 
Mr. and Mrs. Ward, the parents of the celebrated 
Mrs. Siddons, refiise to avail themselves of them. 
From the year 1762 we read ho more theatrical 
notices until 1765, when we learn from an ano- 
nymous letter that the lower orders had take^ 
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iltnbrage at some act of th^ Thespian corps*. Biit| 
notwithstanding the players were threatened with 
violence, we find Messrs. Durrivan thie same year 
announcing their intention of playing and circulate 
iRg the first regular list of dramatis personcB^ the play 
All in the Wrongs to be played at the new theatre, in 
Golden Lion Yard (the " concert*' isr herfe' printe4 
in yery small letters). Some years after the play 
is regulariy announced with the conitfert. Pit 25.— 
Gallery Is. to begin at seven o'clock preciseJy,— 
Feb. 12, 1767, Mr. Kembl^, fath^ of the present 
John Kemble, announces his company of comedians 
as playing at the King's Head, with a concert of 
music, to begin exactly at 'six o'clock, the ptaj 
King Charles the' First ; James^ Duke of Richmond^ 
Mr. Siddons; Fairfax^ Mi*. Kemble; James^ Duke 
of York, Master J. Kemble ; the Duke ef Gl&ster^ 
Miss F.* Kemble ; the Young Princess, hy Miss K'emr* 
ble; and Ladj/ Fairfax, by Mrs. Kemble; singing 
between the acts by Mrs. Fowler and Miss Kem- 
ble. A similar advertisement is repeated in Aprit 
Ibllowing, when Master J. JSS?i7ii/« isatinoiinced aa 
Philidel, in King Arthur; and Ariel, in the Tem^ 
pest, by Miss Kemble f .-^Mf. Kemble, who had 

« Abottt thii Une tppeirafl tbo foUowisr .A«|TertiMiiieiit :W< To bf 
•old, a ooaplelo tei of poppoti^ y/ntk their appodeoaQoef. Enqoire of 
Ihe widow UndocUll. N. B. If the iudd pappeU Bhoold not be disposei 
of in • short time, nay penbo who %e1t odderstandt tbe inethod ot ox* 
bibitiog them to any company, and will andertake the tame, npay be en- 
f aged open rery good termi, by applyiog as abore.** 

t VIHiea Mise KebUe, the present Mrs. Siddoney mmtM againkt hor 
Mer*i «<Mlfeiit| be icfll for ber, ind said, ** Wellf my doar cfaild^ I 
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iBaiTie4A(^g^ter4if'Mr;Ward% wais^thr«atened 
in 1768 with forimdable rivals in Messrs. Healton 
and Attslen ; wfio, nfter priating « flourishing ad« 
imlisement^ seem (oh^va gone to the tomb of the 
CapuLets, for we read no more of them. 
. In the year 1769, several ^parties of performers 
play^ at the. theatre, near the Town-hall; and in 
September of that year, a company of comedians 
£rom Lofidon were advertised to play^ by desire of 
the Lodge of Freemasons. In the same year they 
Iftere allowed to play without the subterfuge of a 
concert; and they have continued to play regidarlj 
with little interruption. In the year 1773, the 
anayor was epigrami^d for not suffering ^^ Player, 
puppy, or monkey to be in the city :*' he, however, 
relented, and the city was visited by three com- 
panies of comediansT} when the Wai Indian waf 
enacted, the character of CiarloUe Susport by Mrs^ 
Siddons, who alsQ played Leonora in the Padlock^ 
at this theatre. Two years afUir the theatrical 
taste appears at a very low et>b, by the perform- 
ance !oS H00'kqum Sailjxry or The Rumours of 
DeH Wheedle., bi 1778, Mr. KemUe, sen. makes 
his fiwt bowcas' manilger^ after the death of Ward^ 
his father-in-law, with an address to the public ; 
and at length all dpfk>siiion to : theatrical axhi- 
bitions entirely ceases in Worcester. 'Under the 
manc^ement of Mr. Wbitcfley^ in 1779, so great 

made joa promise oewr to varry » perfornierj and 7<m hare not disobeue4 
■M ; for tbe' IMl< lv«>i<)^. «<^1^ '^ <H^ an.Mtor of ^Qiir JhiulMad.''— ^ 
Tllifl jmrttvjnwKi but 9P wifTi ,^^ a^ 9fik,ux ^808. 
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was th^ encouragement he received, that he relin- 
qurshed playing in the yard of the King's Head, and 
issued the following advertisement :-*^^^ Mr. White- 
ley, director of the present theatre in Worcester, 
i^bmissiveljr returns his sincere thanks for the very' 
polite' encouragement his company has received, 
llhis, his Jlni season ; and as it appears the general 
wish of the gentry, and every denomination of inha- 
bitants, that he should cfrect a new and complete 
(heatre, in a most eligible situation, he has been fa- 
voured with six suhBcriptibns, and WiH continue to 
ifeceive six more, iiot under 50/, nor exceeding 100/. 
which must be ftillby thelSth May, 1780 ; not one 
admitted after. iThe 'tentas to subscribers are 5> per 
cent, for their money, seoured on the premises, and 
a douceur of a silver ticket for every fifty subscri- 
bers, admitting 6ne lady or gentleman to the pit, 
every night m eveiy 'season, except benefits ; and 
any subscriber tnay withd^w his subscription at 
aix months* notice, delivered in writing to James* 
Augustus Whiteley, or hfs appointed agent at Wor« 
cester, at J. Bell's, glazier, where the 8abscri>p- 
tions are set down.*^*^At this time,, the upper aod 
ijnder box^s Wc^ S».-i-^tt, Bs. — galtery. Is. The 
following speciitieto of mafeing a bill m 1784, may 
famish an idea for one in 1818 1-^ 
' —"After the play. Harlequin's Vagaries. 
In which haflequin will escape down bis own 
throat f ? and fly across the stage from balcony to 
balcony." Feb. l7ftJ, the Worcester stage is dfe- 
gradedffy the petflE^mofmee of dancing dogs^ tmt the 
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Ji^itinate drama beconiiog Tictbriotis, ite read 
9onie ^^ triamphaiit lines on the memory of Sbake« 
apeare;" and Mr. JVlappler takes his benefit, when, in 
t^e course of the evening, he will give ^< a brief lick 
at.his own head.*' In 178^ was performed the xerjf 
mora/ pantomime of Don Juan^ for the benefit of the 
late John Palmer, when the pit apd boxea were laid 
into one. ^'N. B. The ladies are respectfully in* 
formed, that the fire in the last 8<;ene will not injure 
the finest cambric handkerchief.'* In 1795, the- late 
celebrated Chevalier D'Eon, <^ at|he age of 68, cut* 
ting her bread with her sword^ takes a benefit at 
Worcester theatre." In the year 1805, this thea^^ 
tre first, takes the nan^e of a *^ Royal" one; and 
Mr. Hoyd, t^e manager, engaged Mr. Betty to 
play for eight nights, at lOOOgs^. but the latter con* 
sen ting to perform for less money, the prices of 
the boxes are dropped from 7s. to 6s. ; after which 
the Roscii fever rages here* Miss Fisher and Mas- 
ter Dawson were engaged, with infant Billingtona 
Und Cat^lanis i and afterwards .the horses. 

Having brought down the theatrical calendar, 
thus far, it may be necessary to mention that Mr* 
Crisp bought a share of this theatre in 1807 ; that 
the prices of the boxes was raised in 1809 to Ss.M. 
In common justice to Mr. C. we must acknawledg^ 
that he has net been deficient in procuring the 
splendid talents of the first. London performers* 
During the management of Mr. KUifiton^ in 1814,^ 
the theatre experienced a success from his exertion, 
aided by those pf the Brunton famUy^ unexampled 
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in t\iU cUjr; Md wlien Ivfr.drisp resumed his itlsl'» 
H^geriU Auti^^, thd ^V^t taliSnts of an O'Neill anld 
k K^an^ We fi^tiSt, liaVe y^iiiiin«>rated him foir such, 
thtl^pid ^{ieclflations. Mr. Crisp is an excellent 
bettor hii^scflf) pa'^ticulariy iii parts aVsUmed in 
'London by E^^'r^ : ncir lias resident tatent ^e^n 
Wanting in ktd o'fWoYiiester theatricals ;---w^ likve 
httd (Mr ami^teuir 'Aramatisti and playeirs, who^ 
if they ai^e ^Iresurd of no more, have strutted and 
JBretted thdr &0ur on the istlife;*' white almost 
every Har from London has lieen ^h^ged by Hr* 
Crisp) for the ^tiificiitipil of this city. 

^oLiT£ Akf s.— The first hotice we have heeti 
able fa tne^t with respeicting the professors of 
paln^idg lA Wo'rces'tiei', is in^ SmUf(s Antiquities bf 
Wsiififunster^ where we rekd tW XWinas and T^ai* 
ih^, 6t Worcester, were, eooplbyed, about jLv. 
]3p0, as painters to. ddbbiraib St. dt^phen's Chapel ; 
the JT^it^m^r UUfd. Wd th6 latter at 4ta; per iiiem. 
!$^ai«r:ouir Vi^n kMe^ wl» read that in liS^l l^fir 
Bdmu^d T^rbcfr had his pohi^it painted durmg m6 
iivtke he was. a prisoner in thii city; and Green 
i^ jpifeserveS^ in his Afstorjjf of H^arcesier^ ia ciiiri- 
bits advertiseOie&l of a Inr. Ppnly, a most versiatil^ 
iihist bhhis tlijy bi i7i^. In 17&L S.Lov^tt under; 
i^kioteaiihdkwiWrnii//it8i>rah^^^ aiid; inihe 
folUwiii^yeair, tt. Mabi, car^^uni^^^^ 
bitliicU 6t hid ari, either in wood or mkrfile. T. 
BllitkbUrn,a niititb otWorfee^ier, whose portrait Is 
in blir pos^^ssldlL catliiiplhisdlhisb^^^ painter, 
died in 17^6. Hii tkt. t^tdd 'ii M iimikur; 
Sn 
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but afterwards became a prQ.f09^<^ ; s^veral^o^ bis 
.pictures are in ^the^ pQss.e^plpn of ^a l^dy in the Tjr- 
.thing; i for : one of tfiein, C^iriwtacus, before, C^satTy 
. it is said that he. wa^ Qif9re(l'7(),^^ipeas^ whi^h he 
refused^;— -we have seen the. same i^esign engraved 
frpmj^ pic^re by {Iayipan,/lt;| i^ot ijnpr^Qibabie 
tha^ Black'bujrn migfit. have bjSfi^^^e^ with a 

love of art from viewing the, piqtur<es of pr. VT^jI, 




WorcesLer^^ noWAjiiiw Pre$$.> , : ,., 

ftf^r, Wh^tejg who l^Mllt.^l^ T9^^ di|^d i] 



lame, are ^o be met with, m, the early numbers pf 

limited, j)age8,preyen^^ , tli^r w^erh^^ ^Thegj 
artists, were. constantly assisted by itinerants fr^m 
Wdop, who if their abifi^e^ in the. ^xis^m^ 
superior to those., of Wo^ter,^ .t^y^ .Wmm. 
nype^ior^to theip, wM^^^^a^^^^^^ 
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''In T^^vding ihk'vriifW of* the living' artists ot 
Wbrcesiir, we feelUgfStii'cfd' that the conn'oisdebr o^ 
painftiiig Will'^el itfucli ' j^leii'sure ih 'viewing the 
woi'W' of rkfiHg tkle^ Id^^^^ in this 

citj. TheproOTctionfif of Mr: Pittrnah, as aniAial 
pkifiter • thofe^' of Mef^srs. Siaith, 'ThdrrtWcfaft, and 
Wood, in tafndseape'; Wnd Mr. PalAer^ ffl portrait 
|»a(litihg.:'' While the water-^olbrif 'Arawings of 
Md^r&.'Doe^Bd'lhoMi^, -aiifr thiEJ scttlpture of Mn 
Birc^^lfict.' &€. Will^rotethat talent is codfiiied to! 
no couiiijv''aiid that patrMa^e will produce tibility 
^ottTiniftitbttrale with <th#M^iii[iOUrag^etii! gtveh by 
tWi pol^ehiiiein ' ^N^driia 'Aiis VotMy repuftadle ' fok^ 
the resideiiiee pfpfrd^^iontt talent oilly^ we eould^ 
iBon tion'ttie natbbs' of MMmlrfi|niate<ir£r 'of kifldf^* 
<^ldtmt^) '^airtiiuiltfrigriladiesy' who: ttse^the ^p4^ii6fi^ 
iWtb great icvtedit If th^ieWtsai&d to the bo^oai^ 
ai'WoTW^ttbite^i^Fhk €U'.}uiik4f 'account df'the^ 
sMi ofthe'AHs'hcrel^see^^^M^ihrck^trS^cMB 

Mds^^o^Of this deli^htfiil ,8gR»ee> and its pro- 
gress in Worcester, we have not been able to glean 
much. In March^ 174S, ^^ Notice is hereby given, 
that Mr. James Tolley, canter, in Kidderminster, 
hath acted dishonourably against Thomas Waring, 
teacher of vocal music, which obliges the adver- 
tiser, in order to clear his reputation, to propound 

* Among the distingolsbed artiate, natiTes of this oily, now practising 
in London, aro Mr. Boracjr, poetical derigner, and Mr. Qooke, historical 
pidottr, R,A« 
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]]||piiour^ to ^iye b^.aMw.er.to tl^ ^u^tioas, in thf 
public n^wspapejrsi that.t^ coi^tiymffj bave a 
full satis^ciion of 14]r. Tollej*s motitSy and of ll^r, 
T]u>ipi^8. Wvfog^g defi^ienci^^ After fbese ques* 
lions, wbiqb fure lOj and 8uc)v afr;-<< If tbe key i^ 
g/mut sbfrp^ wM letter i^ ^le^pcliiLYO bemrs tbe 
eame prppp^tion!? &^ he ad^s n.npte, ^*Tk|9.t| 
after Sf r. Tplly batb^ answered t\ie que^U^ne. pro* 
ptonndec), Tbomas WfuriQff wUl per&rni tbrep voif^ 
ifidihiin, he.^t|k.bMi9nr»blecb0k:of'WMoe8« 
t^9 or befi^rf^.iuiy judkiou»judg!(e^ at sncbia t}me> 
aj^shaUbe app^ittled/V Ituppe^rs fiooiMr.Tek 
ley's sUenpe^ thatMr* Wariag^s prppoaalimi nol 
accepted, or p^rteps unanswerable. Tbert. are 
a^v^ral eminent ttechers of mnsie in/Wimmter^ 
and.amatunrs Wbo riml tbe profbsanr in Tcieal 
and instramental iaas^c^ Atioae time there w^t 
regular coaeerts^bdid in tbis qty^ btttlibtise pf bit* 
bave been d}8continued.^viJFbr a fifffihef aatomdjof 
^'Mfme'' mtUi €»y^ 9U JMu^ mOiUgMdCkkk 
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CHAPTER XIL 

Scektki-^PiiTlUmenlanf Hidoj[y>mJio^£ii VhUi mid 
Mhcetttmmm Infmnati&iu 

Tlf& g^Ci^Tir FOR;; PJR4)M<MriKQ ClUtlfiTIAH 

KjiowirBDCh^, wliiffb iQAy. b^ comider^d. as the 
gpreat parent of- tb^ ^vUieA . for religious iostruc^ 
tii^K I)e^44toly^bemil>roiigh(iiiito. jncrrasedraetmi/ 
19, tbiA ,]ieighl8i>urllQQd^ , Iqr » the inatitutaon of Dio« . 
eefwi9 and/ I^btiiet G0D»mittae9«; The Worcester. 
District CoiniiiittM was esiahli^hed M^coh 9S, 
18^19> under the patronage .of the Earl of Corentry, 
thfic Bishop of, tiie. Biooese being President ex of» 
JIdo; the Dean and Archdeacon Vice-^presidentB* 
Tjdftrreaidfint ortOffieiating^miniaters inthe soTeral 
p^ishes 0t tha deanenry are ^denominated Pdrochial* 1 
8t9WQdPds^ andiltheir dSee in to promote suhecrip^ . 
tions^ and superintOBd the. distribution of the 
books dispersed, by. the Society. Thin mode of 
ovganiasation has been found advantageous^ 'as far 
ns^tts^ offsets can be ascertained in the infiilicy of 
fhe institution. 

MnmoAii 8ociBHB8.r— There are two inatitutions 
of .this, hind established in >this city for the promo- 
tion of medical knowledge, the lirst of which was 
efitaUUshed in 1796) aini the second in 1815. The 
Ibrmec distribate Ao hooka collected among the^ 
membersi and the latter have a permanent library^ 
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In the year 1767, we read of institutions for 
inoculating^ for the small pox, and many curious 
advertisements appear in jtke'Wortester papers of 
that period, to the year 1769. One apothecary 
0ffi»r8 tojhocillale pdrsdnV'^eordingto^ tbd old 
method, for three guineas^ but ebairges four gui- 
neas for the new. We read also of Barbourn- 
house being opetAdfor'tliis purpose by Russel and 
Mountford, to receive^ ladi<&6 andgfentlen^cfnin dn* 
airy situation, where^ there Is ^ pidce-of fTater, and-* 
where various other indisoements to veside are b& * 
fered. A medical geWtleii^B in>^ C^n Martet,' 
also ^^' inoculates, and fumitfaefi patients irith com-^ * 
modious lodgings, : nut*svng, medieine' asid^diet^ *ex* '^ 
cept wine, tea, and sugar, and gites dd^ atiendanc^^ 
at two guineas eacji. iir Thc^ 'poo# properly ^04' • 
sidered.'* F^b. 16,1769.^ ; > * 5 v - 

Fbbe MAsoNSiSoci'Einr^-^Thii^ <body;hai'ia indM^ 
respeetftble lodge, now' held ^ thfeiifO{> ^le-Inny - 
which bag &r many yeaiis ooMinued^to fidurfekim-^ 
derthe audpices -mid goierteetit of Wml Tfaomp 
son, Esq^ D.P. G.Wvfor the.' cpiidty,iw|i^e' tW- 
usual ritBSt<of iaa8onFy!«re^^rfi>tmed 'in-^r^moM; > 
complete sityle^ anditiieiectiBns'ai'ejfudidottl&yil-'^* 
lustrated. •»' hiJD-iji v: • 

SaVitos Aivk^ .opesMidfer'the raceptidH ofd^ 
posits^ a^ «ai temporary! office in Voreghte^itnebt^- ^ 
June 2&j.'Wl8^ iBii^hifah^ in a jfew^hkMirb, a large:* 
sum waadBp08ited«< >l%efR^t Hdhl thd EaA'at- ^ 
Coven^yis Priesideiit^ thb^aum at preadiitihVesled < 
is oearlyTMO^' i^-'i i' ••'•'' • -^-^ -'i *'^--* .-• <*• '-'•• 
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Qa8 Light QaMP^ANT.T-:A,biU for the piirpose 
of ligli[ting; tjhe city with gas passed the dth Jun«, 

.1818;' ..:../; '',./'. " , .../.. 

Agricultural SoqiEtir, &c. ^c« was. es^a- 
blisbed Jan. 29, 1816, t^t a meeting called by Vis- 
count Elmley, now Earl Beauchamp,. wI\o stated 
that he was induced to. this measure by several gen* 
tlemen^. who were of opinion that ^oipe institution 
.of this, sort was necef^sary for thi^ encoifrag^pient of 
the agricultufie of the county. His ^Lpfdship tl)en 
proposed^ th.at a society, should be:fqrm^d^ to.be 
called." The, Worcestershire Spciety, jTorjJt.he jEJn? 
cp^uragempnt:of Arts, Manufactures and CojniperfjQ, 
iand for the. Promotion of Industry and Emulaiioq. 
aopiQjp^ Servftnts. and. Labourers;'',. which proposit 
iioja^'was ^^^qon^ed by^ jli^rd f qley,. 9tv4 unania\ous- 
jy^.iiglfeed to. , .The. meetings, of Jlie Spi^iety are 
^fi^af^^ second T^uesday iA^.tfupe.) a.nd thcj thiyji 
Fjpi^y \n (^ctjfi^ej^y wh^p t|ie, memberp dine ^^Iter-i 
natejy ajtths Kfpp Pple and the Star j^nd G}artei|,7-» 
l^he.suJbscriptjiQn nqt less the^n a. guinea. aj>n pally. 
Xhis $opi<pty ha^ rewarded servants with ipre^paiuin^ 
of tfov^ 2Jf to AL who kave lived in OQe sei^vic^ 
S2,jS|||^3§,,aBd>42yeaiPs.^ th^y haye also gjiven pre- 
mjluii^p^tcj jp^rsojQs who have brought iip^Jafge &mi« 
iiesw^f^'c^.paroijW^^ I ! , ..r ...' ,. ^r/;.. 
^. SofHETvY oi:.^RTisTs..r-I.p the year 181&^ ^o,pe 
prj^e^sp^SjOf paii?t|j)gjin this city, desirou^ c^f exjhii- 
bfti^ ^f^jj^^wprk^jof native arr^ists^;ipapwte^ t^eir 
wishes to a gentleman^ aA amateur <7f pajiQ^g^ 
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%^o liJbmefliateljr di^iilated I^^n, ap]t>din<iii^ A 
<i6eetihg of the artists f(nr thte'pMfkMie; who, after 
they had overcome man^ obstacles to their phoy st 
len^h agreed to adi^nce a certain sam among 
thetnselves, tb'deftay thb l^xp^dc^r of ^ttitig op 4 
robtn hi the Tot^-lial!!,, which Wad liberally leni 
them by the Mayoir'and tJpt^bratfo'n They im'tae* 
dktely came to certain refiblutioms, i*e^lairly eti^ 
tered in a book, atld cirtulklted letters, inVitir^ 
professors and anmtetirs to ^xhfbii* mllh them. 'Oa 
Ibe 7th Sept. I8I8, tbey opened Aieir fii^t exhibi- 
tion with 175 piictures, all by natiire artists^ most of 
whldh pftssesned very gt^i merit ; afad thre members 
of the society raized a sum, rery ftir exceeding 
their most danguirie idd^s, iv^ifeh, ^ft^r paying a$ 
i:xpenees, leit a total, Vhibtt Afaded, will prove of 
th^ ^eatest advantage, to tbem in their ^to^ies; 
fiesides'th^ ^eat eh<fotirkgemiiiltt>f an Indu^ ^ 
visitors, mahy of the pic^turbs were dispbsi^of^ 
ftnd Aongh the ^dciely r^spc^ctfbliy decttited ih:e 
offi^r of a snliscripfidti tio defhiy t^^^^ expencea of 
this specolation, it accepted tte liberal offer of 
the Editors of the Worcesterpapers to pr«seiii theiii 
with catalogues and bilk gratis. l*his exUMtidiij; . 
Which Gontintied « ibrttiighti dcfted wkli tji^ r^* 
grets of many who had^ liot sees itj^ uhi #itfi 'iSd 
letennfntftioiii dt the aftfots to de^to ifll. ihe 
strength of thehr talents tbr ano^elr yei(r^$ ^bibl« 
tion^ iti Which it is tte aociety'g iftteiifioil to ad&it 
Mty^otfgiiidlsfroffiprolbilBor^# - " 
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